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CASE  LXX. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE* 

"  MARCH  17,  1770. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  X  WAS  called  to  a  woman  about 
"  four  mUes  from  this  town,  who  told  me  fhe 
'*  had  fuffered  much  from  two  former  labours  ; 
Vol.  II.  B  "  the 
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"  the  lad,  about  three  years  before,  and  that  (he 
"  had  mifcarried  fince  that  time,  about  the  end  of 
**  the  fifth  month ;  that  flic  was  now  nearly  four 
"  months  gone  with  child;  had  been  in  violent 
*•  pain;  voided  her  urine  with  difficulty;  wascof- 
"  tive;  had  bearing-down  pains ;  and  that  a  fmall 
difcharge  of  blood  appeared  from  the  vagina: 
"  the  pulfe  being  flrong,  I  took  away  fome 
"  blood  from  the  arm  to  relieve  her  coflivenefs, 
"  ordered  an  emollient  clyfler,  and  gave  her 
"  a  nitrous  emulfion,  with  a  fufficient  quan- 
"  tity   of  Jyrupus  e  meconio,   to  alleviate  her 
*'  pains,  and  induce  fleep,   of  which  ftie  had 
"  had  but  a  fmall  fliare  for  the  two  preceding 
"  nights.    I  advifed  a  recumbent  poflure,  and 
"  as  little  exercifc  or  motion  as  poflible;  the 
"  next  day  I  found  her  eafier ;  flie  had  refled 
"  better,  but  flill  complained  of  a  frequent  de- 
"  fire  to  make  water,  and  an  uncommon  bear- 
*'  ing-down ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  thought  hcr- 
*'  felf  rather  better,  entertained  hopes  that  flie 
"  fliould  not  mifcarry,  and,  that  thcfe  fymp- 
*'  toms  would  abate,  therefore  reje£led  any  fur- 

"  iher 
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"  ther  advice;  but  two  days  after  I  was  fent 
*•  for  again,  when  I  found  her  complaining 
"  of  great  pain  ;  fhe  pafled  her  urine  with  ,  dif- 
"  ficulty,  and  frequently  was  not  able  to  void 
"  a  drop ;  flie  had  not  been  at  ftool  fince  the 
"  clyfter,  and  had  fometimes  violent  flrain- 
"  ings :  on  examination,  I  perceived  the  uterus 
"  to  be  puflied  out  from  without  the  os  extemum 

to  the  fize  of  a  large  turnip;  I  endeavoured  to 
"  find  the  os  internum,  but  its  fuperior  fituation 

prevented  me;  nor  could  I  difcover  exa£lly 
"  how  far  the  vagina  protruded  with  the  defcend- 
*'  ing  uterus.  I  ordered  emollient  fomentations 
**  and  a  clyfter  to  empty  the  reSlum  :  foon  after 
*'  which,  I  drew  off  near  two  quarts  of  water 
"  with  the  catheter,  and  at  bed-time  adminif- 
"  tered  an  anodyne;  the  next  morning  I  vifited 
"  her,  and  finding  the  tumor  raucl>  lelfened, 
*'  reduced  the  prolapjus,  and  introduced  a  fmali 
"  peffary  of  cork,  being  firfl  well  lubricated, 
*•  alortg  the  anterior  part  of  the  vagina,  defiring 
"  that  the  patient  might  keep  her  bed  entirely, 
"  which  was    complied  with  for  fome  days : 

B  2  "  diuin? 
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*'  during  which  time,  I  kept  her  body  gently 
"  open  by  mild  laxatives;  but  as  the  urine  did 
"  not  pafs  freely,  and  was  totally  flopped,  I 
'*  was  obliged  again  to  evacuate  the  urine  by  the 
"  catheter.  I  confined  her  ftill  to  her  bed,  kept 
'*  her  on  a  light  cooling  regimen,  and  flie  was 
"  pretty  well  for  a  few  days ;  but  imprudently 
"  getting  out  of  bed  in  hafte,  flie  was  fuddenly 
"  feized  with  pain  and  bearing-down,  and  mif- 
carried  before  anv  aflTiflance  cOuld  reach  her  ; 
"  the  prolapfion  of  the  womb  became  now  as 
*'  great  as  ever,  with  this  difference  only,  that  it 
*'  felt  much  fofter,  and  the  redudion  of  the 
*'  tumor  was  eafily  efledled  as  the  woman  laid 
"on  her  back;  and,  by  taking  every  netelfary 
*'  care  of  her  fmcc,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  ac- 
*'  quaint  you,  that  flie  now  feema  in  a  fair  tiain 
*'  of  recovery. 

*'  I  am,  with  much  refpccl,  Sec.*' 
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THE  ANSWER, 

"DEAR  SIR, 

"^^OUR  cafe  of  the  prolapfion  I 
have  this  day  received,  and  know  not  how  you 
"  could  have  treated  it  more  judicioufly.  I  anj 
"  pleafed  you  was  fo  lucky  as  to  fave  the  wo- 
"  man.  Prolapji  uteri  are  ever  dangerous,  and 
"  require  the  niceft  attention.  Great  fkill  and 
"  experience  are  often  required  in  the  reduflion  ; 
"  a  relapfe  often  eludes  our  utmoft  care,  and, 
"  in  gedation,  is  fcldom  to  be  prevented,  till, 
"  by  the  eafy  and  quiet  fituation  of  the  pati- 
"  ent,  the  uterus  rifes  fufficicntly  high  in  the 
pelvis f  to  hinder  any  future  defcenfion ;  and,, 
*'  as  much  time  rauft  elapfe  before  this  can  hap- 
*  pen ;  the  cure  is  feldqni  effeded  thereby ;  but 
"  reft,  a  free  difcharge  of  urine.  Sec.  will  much 
*'  conduce  thereto.    I  am,  Sec." 

?3  CASE 
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CASE  LXXI. 

this  neighbourhood,  after  a  very  flow  and  pain- 
ful labour,  was  delivered  by  a  midwife  ;  who, 
after  waiting  fome  lime,  in  expectation  of  ob- 
taining the  Jecwidines,  at  length  was  induced  to 
pull  with  very  great  force  at  the  funis,  by  which 
they  came  along,  and  fhe  thought  the  detach- 
ment of  them  thoroughly  effc£led ;  but  was 
much  difappointed,  when,  upon  bringing  them 
clear  of  the  oi  externum^  fhe  perceived  the  plw 
ce/ila  not  to  be  feperated  by  her  utmofl:  endea- 
vours, it  was  fo  clofely  attached  to  the  fundus 
uteri:  in  this  extremity,  fhe  was  fo  very  igno- 
rant, as  not  to  attempt  an  immediate  reduClion 
of  the  protruding  parts ;  her  embarralTment 
could  not  be  concealed,  and  the  attendants  in- 
filled 
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fiflcd  upon  my  being  called;  I  came  accord- 
ingly, and  finding  the  parts  in  the  fituation  as 
before    defcribed    returned   them ;     the  pa- 
tient was  very  languid  and  faint:  I  recruited 
her  flrer^th  and  fpirits  with  fmall  quantities  of 
white  caudle,  in  which  a  little  brandy  was 
mixed,  and  waited  near  four  hours,  in  hopes, 
that  the  uUrus  would  cpntradi  and  expel  the 
placenta',  but,  although  fome  contraction  of  it 
enfued,  yet  the  placenta  ftill  adhered  thereto  : 
upon  which,  I  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  lend 
Nature  fome  affiflance ;  to  which  purpofe,  the 
funis  ferved  as  a  dire£lion  to  my  hand  into  the 
nterus ;  but  here  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  plainly  diflin- 
guifh  the  round  edge  of  the  placenta,  it  kept  in 
fuch  contact  with,  and  fo  flri6lly  adhered  to  the 
uterus ;  I  therefore  perforated  it  with  my  fingers, 
and  detached  it  all  round  as  carefully,  and  with 
as  much  deliberation  as  poffible,  and  brought  it 
away  without  any  further  trouble.    I  adminif- 
tered  an  anodyne  to  the  patient ;  and  upon  vifiting 
her  the  next  morning,  found  fhe  had  had  a  good 
repofe,  perfpired  freely,  and  that  the  lochia,  had 
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been  in  fufficient  quantity ;  as  no  extraordinary 
circumftance  happened  to  retard  her  recovery, 
Ihe  was  pretty  well  at  the  month's  end ;  but  be- 
ing naturally  of  lax  fibres,  and  a  delicate  confli- 
tution,  (lie  did  not  recover  her  ufual  degree  of 
llrength  for  fome  months,  and  not  even  then, 
without  the  free  ufe  of  tonic  remedies.  It  was 
a  very  fortunate  circumflance,  that  in  this  inver- 
fion  of  the  womb,  which  happened  from  the  vie-. 
Icnce  dcfcribed,  no  uterine  hemorrhage  enfu- 
cd;  otherwife,  the  confequence  might  have 
proved  as  fatal  as  in  the  followine;  Cafe. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXII. 

' JL  ' H E  unhappy  fubje^l:  of  which,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1777.  after  a  fevere  labour  of  three  days 
and  nights,  in  which  ftie  was  attended  by  a  mid- 
wife, loft  her  life  by  the  hafty  and  violent  man- 
ner of  her  pulling  at  the  funis;  by  which  means 
an  entire  inverfion  of  the  womb  was  brought  on, 
and  before  any  affiftance  could  be  obtained,  the 
tilerus  not  being  in  a  fituation  to  contrail  and  - 
clofe  the  veffcls,  a  profufe  hamorrhage  fuper- 
vened ;  and  I  came  only  in  time  to  be  a  tacit 
fpe£lator  of  the  poor  woman's  death.  The  fun- 
dus, from  the  violence  which  had  been  ufed, 
was  entirely  pulled  through  the  os  uteri;  a  fad 
inftance  of  ignorance  and  inexperience,  which 
ought  to  caution  the  female  praditioncr  againft 
hurry  and  raflinefs  in  extrafling  the  placenta  ; 

which, 
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which,  when  retained  beyond  its  ufual  time,  by 
any  extraordinary  adhcfion  or  the  fudden  and 
flrong  cootraflion  of  the  womb  :  or,  where  there 
is  only  a  partial  detachment  of  it,  and  confe- 
quently  a  flooding  enfues.  I  fay,  in  all,  or  ei- 
ther of  thefe  cafes,  fhe  will  ever  find  it  much 
more  redound  to  her  credit  and  reputation,  to 
diftruft  her  own  abilities,  and  have  timely  re- 
courfe  to  the  fuperior  affiflance  of  a  man-mid- 
wife.— Mauriceau,  chap.  6.  dcfcribes  the  bear- 
ing-down, and  alfo  the  falling-out  of  the  womb, 
to  be  of  two  forts ;  when  the  womb  comes  quite 
forth,  but  is  not  turned  infide  out,  nor  can  the 
infide  of  it  be  feen,  but  only  its  orifice,  which 
appears  at  the  end  of  a  great  flefliy  mafs,  which 
makes  the  body  of  the  womb ;  this  he  denomi- 
nates a  prolapjus  uteri:  and  the  other  falling-out, 
which  of  all  is  the  mofl  dangerous,  he  calls  a 
ptrverfio  uteri,  or  turning  infide  out;  for  then  he 
obferves,  it  is  not  only  fallen  forth,  but  the  bot- 
tom of  it  is  turned  quite  out,  fo  that  you  may 
perceive  it  all  even,  and  without  an  orifice,  be- 
caufe  it  is  tumid :  he  then  proceeds  to  fpcak  of 

the 
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the  caufes  of  thefe  diforders,  the  fymptoms  at- 
tending thereon,  and  the  remedies  neceffary  to 
relieve  the  fame  :  this  author  farther  tells  us,  that 
Maids  are  not  only  fubje6l  to  a  bearing-down, 
but  to  a  falling-out  of  the  womb  alfo,  which 
he  has  put  up  into  its  place  in  feveral,  after  they 
had  been  grievoufly  afflided  with  it  fome  years. 
Eefides,  the  caufes  affigned  for  thefe  diforders  by 
other  authors,  Dion  is  perfuades  himfelf,  that 
he  has  found  out  another  caufe  of  it,  which 
■no  author  ever  before  thought  of,  becaufe  they 
underflood  not  the  true  ufe  of  the  round  liga- 
ments of  the  womb ;  for  the  Ancients  were  of 
opinion,  that  thefe  ligaments  ferve  only  to  hinder 
the  bottom  of  the  womb  from  mounting  too 
high ;  whereas,  fays  he,  I  am  well  aflured,  that 
they  pull  it  downwards :  and  this  hypothefis  he 
farther  endeavours  to  fupport,  by  obfervations 
deduced  from  his  own  anatomy  of  the  human 
body;  thefe,-  as  well  as  the  rules  he  lays  down 
for  relief,  may  be  feen  in  chap.  7.  of  his  Trea- 
tife  on  MIDWIFERY. — Daventer,  in  chap.  29.  p. 
144.  attributes  the  defccnt  of  the  womb  to  the 
largenefs  of  the  pelvis,  in  time  of  parturition  :  in 

which 
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which  cafe  the  ligaments,  as  well  as  the  fibres  j 
of  the  vagina,  are  too  much  relaxed,  and  the  I 
bladder  is  too  much  drawn  down ;  whence  pro-  y, 
ceeds  incontinence  of  urine,  8:c.    In  forae,  he  j 

i 

obfcrves  the  womb  hangs  out  as  big  as  one's  fift,  ■ 
and  fometimes  larger,  which  may  in  time  cor-  ' 
rupt  and  mortify,  as  leveral  examples  witnefs :  5 
he  next  proceeds  to  recommend  peCfaries,  where  j 
the  diforder  is  incurable ;  and  fpeaks  with  much  ] 
accuracy  on  ihe  fliape,  make,  and  compofition  of  i 
that  mcdicine  'm  general. — Ruysch,  obf.  g.  men- 
lions  a  true  prolapfion  of  the  uterus  at  intervals  \ 
out  of  the  body  ;  he  found  the  uterus  prolapfed,  ; 
and  much  enlarged ;  he  foon  reduced  the  fame  ^ 
to  its  njitural  fituation,  after  a  midwife  had  at-  *| 
tenipted  it  in  vain  ;  but  obferv?s,  that  the  uterus  \ 
cannot  always  be  reduced,  if  it  has  continued 
prolapfed  out  of  the  body  for  a  confiderable  ' 
time ;  nor  is  it  always  proper,  fays  our  author,  , 
to  attempt  a  rcduclion  of  the  uterus;-  which,  if. 
it  has  continued  out  of  the  body  fo  long  as  to  be 
greatly  enlarged,  fo  that  it  cannot  eafily  be  re- 
duced to  its  former  (late;  or,  if  the  uterus  is  in- 

duvatfci, 
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duratcd,  fiffured,  or  ulcerated,   by  long  couu* 
nuing  out  of  the  body,  the  reduftion  is  not  to' 
be  attempted,  becaufe  the  patient  is  generally 
found  much  worn  aftcrv/ards.  —  Obf,  lo.  con- 
tains an  inverfjon  of  the  uterus  in  the  delivery ; 
which  he  defcribes  as  a  lamentable  accident,  and 
proves  fatal  if  not  immediately  remedied :  he  re- 
members, he  fays,  to  have  met  twice  with  this 
accident  in  a  week,  and  if  immediate  affiftance 
is  not  ready,  the  cafe  is  clefperatc ;  nor  did  ever 
any  recover  in  his  praflice,  except  in  one  in- 
.  fiance ;  for  the  hamorrhage  is  generally  fo  pro- 
;  fufe  from  the  prolapfed  uterus,  that  it  immedi- 
1  ately  becomes  inflamed  and  indurated :  whence 
an    incipient  gangrene    follows  from   the  ob- 
[  firu£led  circulation  of  the  blood  ;  in  the  tafe 
V  which  he  here  relates,  the  whole  uterus  was  in- 
verted in  the  delivery,  which  it  is  not  in  a  pro- 
lapfus  without  the  pudenda ;  for  then  the  uterics 
is  not  inverted,  but  only  fubfides,  fo  that  the  in- 
aeinal  os  tinea  may  be  perceived  in  the  bottom  of 
!lhc  prolapfed  uterus;  but,  in  this  cafe,  the  os 
ukii  is  neither  perceived,  nor  vifible  to  the  eye: 

this 
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this  injury,  our  author  fays,  fometimes  arifes, 
from  unexperienced  midwives  drawing  the  navel 
firing  more  violently  than  they  ought  ;  whence, 
the  uterus  muft  confequently  follow :  he  adds, 
that  a  prolapfion  will  fometimes  follow  from  the 
flraining,  after  the  birih ;  and  this  accident  once 
happened  in  his  own  praftice,  when  he  extracted  a 
dead  fottus,  together  with  the  placenta,  whereupon 
the  uterus  foon  after  fubfided,  and  came  into  view, 
which  he  immediately  reduced  ;  and  placing  the 
thighs  together,  according  to  the  rules  of  art,  the 
patient  was  in  a  little  time  cured :  he  mentions 
an  inftance  of  this  kind,  in  which  a  furgeon  fent 
for  him,  becaufe  he  could  not  conjcdure  what 
fort  of  tumor  it  was  that  hung  pendulous  out  of 
the  body  ;  and  was  oftentimes  confulted  by  mid- 
wives,  whom  he  found  full  of  wonder,  to  think 
what  fort  of  a  tumor  it  was  that  appeared  after 
the  birth:  he  is  therefore  more  careful,  he  fays, 
to  reprefent  the  diforder,  that  no  one  may  con- 
tinue ignorant,  or  be  deceived  in  a  matter  of  fo 
great  moment,  which  requires  a  moft  fpeedy 
relief:  in  his  fixteenih  obfervation,  we  find  a 

very 
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very  curious  account  of  a  prolapjus  of  one  oi 
the  ovaria,  which  he  difcovered  after  the  open- 
ing of  an  abfcefs,  which  penetrated  too  deep  into 
the  abdomen:  in  obf.  24.  he  gives  a  true  prolap- 
fion  of  the  lateral  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus- 
the  patient  had,  by  violent  trainings,  a  hard  tw 
snor,  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  fid,  in  the  left 
fide  only  of  the  vulva.  The  midwife  finding 
this  tumor,  and  not  knowing  what  to  make  of  it, 
ordered  him  to  be  fent  for :  it  appeared  to  him 
at  firll,  he  fays,  like  a  portion  of  the  placenta 
uterina ;  which  frequently  prefenting  before  the 
Jatus,  he  had  almoft,  by  that  means,  been  led 
into  a  miflakc;  but  enquiring  more  diligently 
into  the  affair,  he  found  it  to  be  truly  a  lateral 
part  of  the  uleriis,  which  was  alfo  proved  by  the 
event;  for  after  the  infant  was  delivered,  the 
ulcnis  immediately  returned  to  its  natural  fitua- 
tion :  and  the  patient,  he  fays,  recovered  without 
any  ufe  of  fomentations,  which  are  commonly 
applied  to  prevent  any  prolapfed  part  of  the  ute- 
rus from  being  invaded  with  a  gangrene  :  in  his 
next  obfervation,  fpcaking  of  the  os  tincce,  or 

mouth 
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mouth  of  the  ulerus  frolapfing  iu  the  birth,  he 
fays,  it  is  hardly  exprefiTible,  with  what  uncom- 
mon appearance  the  os  uteri  prefents  itfelf,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion ;  and  thofe  he  obferves,  who 
have  been  prcfent  with  himfelf  at  thefe  cafes, 
know  very  well,  with  what  circunifpe£lion  and 
care,  one  ought  to  proceed  in  a  cafe  of  this  na- 
ture :  in  fuch  inftances,  he  thinks  it  moft  advifc- 
able,  to  refer  to  the  exclufion  of  the  yet  living 
fatus  to  Nature,  fuftaining  the  os  uteri  with  both 
the  hands;  but,  if  the  foetus  is  dead,  the  whole 
bufinefs  will  confift  in  extrading  it  as  much  as 
pofFible  with  one  hand,  while  the  os  uteri  is  fuf- 
tained  by  the  other,  that  it  may  not  prolapje  to- 
gether with  the  foetus,  and  occafion  an  inverjion 
of  the  womb,  to  which,  at  that  time,  it  is  dif- 
pofed ;  obfervation  26.  prefents  us  with  an  in- 
verjion of  the  uterus  in  the  birth,  rendered  fatal 
by  an  unfkilfui  hand ;  the  poor  v.  oman  having 
brought  forth  a  flrong  infant,  the  uterus  itfelf 
immediately  followed  the  placenta,  and  was  in- 
verted as  mentioned  in  his  tenth  obfervation  ; 
hereupon  an  ignorant  Mcdicafter  was  called, 

who, 
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ivlio  inflesd  of  replacing  the  uterus  into  its  prd-* 
per  fituation,  cut  a  little  way  into  the  tumor 
with  the  point  of  his  knife,  in  order  to  difcovcr 
what  it  was  ;  whether  it  was  a  preternatural  tu- 
mor, filled  with  humours,  or  the  placenta  uteri- 
na,  kc.  this  rafh  and  unheard-of  method  of  en- 
quiry, foon  put  an  end 'to  the  patienfs  life;  for 
fo  profufe  an  hamorrhage  immediately  followed, 
as  was  not  fupportable,  nor  capable  of  being 
fuppreffed  by  all  his  endeavours,  with  the  moll 
powerful  Jlagnotics ;  but  every  thing  proving 
fruitlefs,  in  a  few  hours  after  he  was  called  ; 
faintings  came  on,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  day  the  patient  expired. — Dr.  Ould  advifcs 
the  immediate  redudion  of  the;  proldpjed  uterus, 
left  it  fhould  fwell,  inflame,   and  be  in  dan- 
ger of  mortifying :  he  obferves,  that  the  longer 
it  remains  out  of  the  body,  the  more  difficult 
will  be  its  feduSion,  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  fwelling,  which  is  caufed  by  the  re- 
flri£lion  of  the  external  orifice  of  the  vagina : 
and  in  this  ftate,  recommends  the  part  to  be 
fomented  with   the  raoft  mucilaginous  decod- 
VoL.  II.  C  tions 
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tions  that  can  be  contrived,  and  all  pofTible 
means  to  be  ufed  with  the  hands,  to  renore  it 
to  its  natural  fituation  ;  which,  if  it  cannot  be 
accomplinied,  the  miferablc  patient  mufl;,  in  all 
probability,  die :  though  there  are  hiftories,  he 
adds,  of  fome,  wbo  have  furvived  the  am- 
putation of  the  prolafjed,  uterus  \  performed 
by  tying  a  ligature  round  its  neck,  near  the 
pudendum,  which  is  to  continue  till  the  part 
drops  off. — Dr.  Pugh  admits,  that  great  care 
nnd  caution  ought  to  be  obftrved  in  deli- 
very, where  the  patient  is  troubled  with  a  pro- 
lapjus  vagina  or  uteri ;  but  fays,  he  has  delivered 
feveral  women  that  have  been  troubled  with 
thefe  diforders,  and  they  have  had  as  good  labours 
as  pofTible  :  where  the  ligaments,  he  obferves, 
are  relaxed,  ihcy  are  capable  of  being  extended 
beyond  their  natural  length  ;  whereby  the  ori- 
fice of  the  womb,  inflead  of  being  dilated,  is 
thruft  forward  toward  the  external  orifice  of  the 
vagina  by  the  child's  head  :  to  prevent  this  mif- 
chicf,  he  advifes  the  operator,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  affifls  the  dilatation  of  the  oi  iniernmi, 
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to  bear  it  up  with  his  fingers,  in  proportion 
as  the  child  advances  forwards,  till  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  is  flipped  quite  over  the  child's  head  ; 
and  when  this  is  done,  to  place  the  fingers  of 
each  hand  at  the  fide  of  the  child's  head ;  by 
which  means  a  better  refiftance  will  be  made,  and 
the  next  pain  or  two  probably  bring  the  child  ; 
then  the  hand  ought  immediately  to  be  Intro- 
duced into  the  womb,  and  the  placenta  carefully 
feparated,  and  gently  brought  forth  :  in  thefe 
cafes,  he  prudently  enjoins  the  patient  to  keep 
fome  days  in  bed,  not  to  rife  even  to  perform 
the  commorr  wants  of  Nature ;  and  recom- 
mends proper  medicines,  with  the  ufe  of  pef- 
faries,  to  be  adminiftered :  and,  in  cafe  the 
womb  fhould,  by  any  imprudent  management, 
be  totally  prolapjed,  advifes  it  to  be  iriimediately 
reduced  into  its  natural  fituation.— In  Gxffard, 
cafe  g,  we  find  an  account  of  tht  falling- down 
of  the  whole  neck  of  the  womb,  with  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  ligaments,  at  the  latter  end  of  preg- 
nancy :  there  was  a  tumor,  he  fays,  hanging  be- 
tween, and  out  of  the  privities,  of  the  bignefs 
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oF  his  fift^  fo  ibat  he  could  Fcarce  pafs  his  fin- 
ger; he  thereupon  ordered  a  proper  fomenta- 
tion, by  v.'hich  means  the  tumor  fubfided:  the 
labour  came  on  in  a  week  afterwards,  and  one 
foot  prefented,  which  he  delivered  as  far  as  the 
knee  ;  and  then  taking  hold  of  it  in  one  hand 
with  a  cloth,  and  pafiTing  up  the  other  to  retain 
the  womb,  he  pulled  gently,  and  brought  it 
out  to  the  buttocks,  and  proceeded  to  deliver  the 
other  parts,  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  births, 
taking  great  care  to  fupport  the  inner  orijicc  of 
the  womb:  when  the  ligature  was  made  on  the 
navel  firing,  he  again  pafled  up  his  hand  to  fup- 
port the  Avomb,  and  with  the  other,  pulling  by 
the  ftring,  and  gently  fliaking  the  placenta,  it  came 
away  very  eafy,  and  perfeflly  whole  :  he  ordered 
the  midwife  to  keep  a  cloth  very  clofe  to  the  patient, 
to  lay  her  head  low,  and  her  legs  flrait,  and  clofe 
together:  In  cafe  176,  he  gives  an  inflance  of  de- 
livery, which  proved  fatal ;  where,  in  this  cafe,  the 
uterus  was  inverted,  and  drawn  out  beyond  the  labia 
puiendi ;  the  child  was  born  about  an  hour  be- 
fore he  came,  and  the  midwife,  in  attempting  to 
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bring  away  the  placenta,  had  inverted  the  uterus  ; 
for,   upon   examination,   he  found  the  whole 
body  of  the  uterus,  with  the  placenta  adhering  to 
the  fundus,  hanging  out  beyond  the  labia  ;  there 
was  a  great  profuGon  of  blood,  and  the  woman 
was  dead  before  he  came  :  he  r,ebuked  the  mid- 
wife for  not  fending  fooner;  and  told  her,  that 
fhe,  through  her  ignorance,  was  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  poor  woman's  death ;  for  by  pul- 
ling the  firing  too  forcibly,  fhe  had  drawn  out, 
and  inverted,   the  womb:  before  he  examined 
the  midwife,  he  fays,  fhe  told  him  that  the  pla- 
centa was  partly  brought  out  of  the  womb  ;  but 
he  fliewed  her  her  error,  that  the  placenta  was  all 
brought  out,  and  orily  adhered  to  the  fundus 
uteri ;  which,  as  the  whole  womb  was  inverted, 
hung  out  beyond  the  labia  pudcndi :  this  cafe, 
adds  our  author,  fhoufd  be  a  caution  to  all  prac- 
titioners, how  they  attempt  to  bring  away  the 
placenta,  and  not  to  pull  the  firing  too  rudely, 
left  they  invert  and  draw  oiit  the  uterus;  by 
which    the    woman  dies  a   martyr,    to  theic 
temerity  and  ignorance,  as  was  too  evideiitly  tha 
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cafe  in  the  preceding  obfervation.-^The  ingeni- 
ous La  Motte,  in  his  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
third,  obfervation,  relates  the  cafe  of  an  old  la-» 
dy,  who  had  a  tumor  as  big  as  his  fifl  hanging 
between  her  legs,  which  feemed,  in  a  manner, 
fixed  to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  external 
mouth  of  the  uterus.  See.  (he  told  him,  fhe  had 
laboured  under  this  diforder  above  thirty  years  j 
that  it  had  come  on  gradually,  after  a  Lying-in, 
having,  as  fhe  imagined,  got  up  rather  too  foon  ; 
her  labour  had  been  very  good,  only  the  midwife 
found  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  fep3.rating  the 
placenta  ;  flie  died,  he  fays,  foon  after,  while  he 
was  out  of  the  way,  oiherwife  he  would  have 
made  a  flridlcr  examination  :  our  author  further 
tells  us,  that  he  faw  the  like  diforder  in  1618,  in 
a  woman  at  the  Hotel  Dieu ;  Maitr^e  Aknoult 
took  it  off,  but  £lie  died  in  a  few  days  after ;  in 
obfervation  384,  he  was  fetched  to  a  patient; 
the  ijotcora  of  whoXe  ulerus  was  out  of  the  t/a- 
gt'na,  to  the  bignefs  of  his,  fifl,  which  had  hap- 
pened in  pulling  away  the  placenta.;  he  had  no 
great  trouble  in  reducing  this :  but  (he  fufFered, 
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Le  fay?,  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the  loins,  bclljf, 
and  along  the  infide  of  the  thighs  ;  which  (he 
was  entirely  deUvered  from  afterwards,  no  incon- 
venicncy  remaining  :  in  obf.  385.  he  mentions 
a  very  extraordinary  cafe  of  a.prolapfus  uteri :  and 
in  the  following  obfervation  gives  a  cafe  of  a  re- 
laxation of  the  vagina,  which,  he  fays,  is  often  mif- 
taken  for  the  prolapjus  uteri ;  the  extremity  of  the 
vagina  refembling  very  much  the  os  internum 
uteri:  but  obferves,  they  are  eafily  diftinguifhed 
from  one  another  ;  the  one  adhering  all  round  to 
the  vulva,  the  other  being  quite  loefe. — Chapman 
gives  a  deplorable  cafe,  of  a  woman  killed  by  an 
inverjion  of  the  uterus ;  he  was  fent  for  to  the 
patient  in  great  hafte :  he  went  with  all  fpeed  ; 
but,  on  his  arrival,  found  flie  had  been  dead 
near  half  an  hour :  he  conjeftured  fhe  had 
died  by  flooding;  but,  upon  afking  the  quef- 
tion,  was  anfwered  in  the  negative:  the  midwife 
told  him,  that  the  after- birth  (luck  fo  fall  in  one 
part,  that  fhe  was  not  able,  with  all  her  ftrength, 
to  take  it  from  her,  though  fhe  had  gained  moft 
gf  it:  upon  this,  he  defired  to  fee  thecorpfe; 
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which  being  granted,  he  found,  to  his  great  fur-» 
prize,  that  the  uterus  was  inverted,  and  entirely 
out  of  the  body,  hanging  down  between  the 
thighs,  with  the  placenta  adhering  to  its  fundus  ; 
which  he  feparated  before  the  midwife  and  feve- 
ral  rnatrons,  who  were  prefent,  and  convinced  thera 
all  of  the  difmal  accident :  the  patient,  he  adds, 
had  a  very  good  and  eafy  delivery  of  the  child; 
but  that  born,  the  midwife  pulled  hard  at  the 
firing,  and  fp  brought  down  the  uterus ;  which, 
as  foon  as  flie  could  take  any  hold  of,  {he  did  ; 
and,  then  pulling  with  frefli  violence,  and  not 
being,  deterred  by  the  loud  cries  of  the  poor  mi- 
ferable  woman,  in  a  few  minutes  (he  fell  into 
IJrong  convulfions  and  deliquia,  and  fo  expired. 
This  author  relates  no  lefs  than  three  inftanccs 
of  women  who  had  their  vagince  torn  and  broken 
through  in  the  back  part,  by  the  midwife's  rudely 
thrufling  up  her  hand,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
opening  of  the  womb;  which,  in  all  thefe  fub- 
jefls,  happened  to  lie  very  forward,  towards,  and 
ipdeed,  in  fome  meafure,  under,  the  os  pubis : 
pne  of  thefe  dipd  immediately  ;  the  other,  a  few 
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davs  after ;  but  the  third,  where  a  finger  only 
or  two,  at  moft,  had  gone  through  the  vagina, 
recovered,  he  fays,  contrary  to  his  expedation. 
For  his  account,  ,and  recommendation,  of  a 
particular  kind  of  pejfary,  to  be  ufcd  in  the  pro- 
cidentia  uteri,  when  it  happens  to  a  violent  de- 
gree, fee  his  Treatife  on  Midwifery,  under 
cafe  57. — In  the  firfl;  volume  of  the  Medical 
Mufeum,  we  have  the  defcription  of  a  poor 
woman,  who  had  a  large  prolapjus  uteri,  a  year 
and  nine  months ;  yet  conceived  while  fhe  was 
affli<-led  with  that  difeafe;  went  her  full  time  ; 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  living  child,  and  reco- 
vered.—  Dr.  Smellie,  vol,  i.  p.  418.  in  treat- 
ing of  the  prolapjus  uteri,  recommends  a  prjjary, 
lately  invented  at  Paris,  as  having  the  advan- 
tage over  all  others  :  and  for  particular  cafes  of 
prolapfi  uteri,  vagina,  6-  reSli,  fee  his  third  vol. 
coll.  44.  page  489. — Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
chapter  of  the  Dejcenfton,  Prolrujion,  and  In- 
verfion  of  the  uterus,  mentions  a  cafe,  where  an 
invcrfion  had  almofl  taken  place;  ^  midwife 
(though  of  forty  years  pradice)  having  brought 
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down  a  conGderable  part  of  the  uterus,  thinking 
it  was  fomething  which  ought  to  come  away  pre- 
vious to  another  child,  which  flie  imagined  was 
flill  behind :  nor  could  he,  he  fays,  entirely 
convince  her,  and  the  reft  of  the  women  of  the 
contrary,  although  he  replaced  the  uterus,  and 
feparated  part  of  the  placenta^  which  had  been 
left  adhering  to  it:  but  the  Do£lor  excufes  ihem 
in  part,  by  obferving,  that  the  patient  had  an 
afcitis,  which  kept  up  her  bulk  after  the  birth  of 
the  child,  and  probably  too  occafioned  a  fulnefs 
in  the  pelvis:  the  cafe,  at  laft,  however  con- 
vinced ihcm  ;  for  towards  the  end  of  the  month, 
about  three  gallons  of  water  came  away  per  ve^ 
ficam,  in  lefs  than  two  days.  Our  author  men- 
tions three  cafes, .  where  the  uterus  defcended : 
h\  the  firft,  the  uterus  pi-otruded,  and  had  been 
without  the  vulva  feveral  days,  before  he  faw  the 
pabient.  The  redudion  was  difhcult,  but  was  com- 
pletcd  by  a  gradual  and  cautious  prelTure  of  the 
hand ;  a  fmall  pejfary  was  placed  in  the  vagina^ 
and  the  patient  enjoined  to  lie  in  bed,  which  fhe 
did  about  a  month :  after  flie  got  up,  the  pej- 
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firy  was  continued  about  a  montli  longer;  and 
notvvithftanding  fhe  was  pbliged  to  work  hard, 
was  married,  and  had  had  a  mifcarriage,  the  dif- 
order  never  returned :  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the 
Do£ior  informs  us,  there  was  a  complete  prolru- 
Jion  of  the  ulerus ;  the  woman  had  been  married 
jnany  years,  but  had  never  been  pregnant ;  the  ca- 
tamenia  had  ceafed  at  forty,  and  this  was  the  fifty- 
iifth  year  of  her  age.    Her  own  account  of  the 
cafe  was  as  follows :  fhe  had  been  much  hurried 
in  the  management  of  houfhojd  affairs,  having 
often  exerted  herfelf  beyond  her  flrength  ;  in 
1765,  flie  was  fcized  (without  any  caufe  known 
to  herfelf)  with  an  uneafmefs  and  weight  about 
the  loins  and  pelvis,  attended  with  a  bearing- 
down;  about  a  month  afterwards,  the  ulerus 
came  entirely  away,  without  the  labia  pudeiidj,, 
and  had  remained  fo  ever  fince,  except  when  flie 
went  to  bed,  or  made  urine,  at  which  limes  flie 
replaced  it  herfelf ;  having  anointed  the  parts  well 
with  oil,  he  reduced  the  ulerus,  and  placed  a  wooden 
pfjfary  in  the  vagina ;  this  fupported  the  ulerus 
properly:  but  the  patient  not  finding  it  cafy,  a 
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filver  one  was  placed  in  its  flead ;  by  which 
means,  after  a  confiderable  time,  the  diforder 
was  fo  well  relieved,  that  flie  told  the  Do£i:or  (he 
had  left  it  oflF  about  three  weeks,  and  yet  the 
uterus  had  only  come  down  in  part.  Whenever 
fhe  was  hurried,  or  exerted  herfelf  much,  he  ad- 
vifed  her  to  continue  its  ufe,  notwithflanding  fhe 
found  herfelf  fo  well.  In  this  complaint,  Reft 
is  fo  materially  requifite  and  necclTary,  during 
the  ufe  of  the  pejfary,  that  the  Do£lor  very 
judicioufly  obferves,  could  he  have  prevailed 
on  his  patient,  to  have  lain  in  bed  about  a 
month,  and  not  to  have  hurried  herfelf  after- 
wards, he  is  of  opinion,  the  cure  would  have 
been  compleated  much  fooner :  in  the  third 
cafe,  the  woman  had  been  afflided  with  the  com- 
plaint for  many  years ;  at  the  time  the  Do£lor 
faw  it,  the  tumor  was  much  larger  than  a  man's 
fifl;  it  was  replaced  by  a  very  gentle  preffure ; 
but  upon  flanding  it  came  diredly  down ;  he 
replaced  il  again,  and  thtn  applied  a  pejfary 
made  of  cork,  covered  with  wax,  and  dire£led 
her  how  to  remove  it  occafionally ;  but  as  her 
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ircumllances  would  not  allow  her  to  keep  in 
bed,  in  order  to  have  any  chance  for  a  cure,  the 
pcjfary  proved  eventually  no  more  than  a  pallia- 
tive Temedy. — In  the  third  volume  of  the  Medi- 
cal Elfays,  under  art.  17,  we  meet  with  a  very 
extraordinary  procidentia  uteri,  in  a  child  about 
three  years  of  age,  which  ended  fatally  ;  the 
account  is  given  in  a  very  accurate  and  ingenious 
manner,  by  Alexander  Monro,  ProfeCTor  of 
Anatomy,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 
In  the  following  article  of  the  fame  work,  is 
given  the  defcription  of  a  pejfary,  as  invented 
by  Thomas  Simson,  m.  p.  ProfefTor  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrews.  This 
inftrument  fecms  to  be  conftru61ed  with  great 
fkill  and  ingenuity,  but  appears  of  too  compli- 
cated a  nature  for  general  ufe. — Dr.  Burton,  in 
his  fourteenth  Obfervation,  has  publiQied  the 
cafe  of  a  prolapjus  uteri,  which  occurred  to  him 
in  the  year  1748;  the  patient  was  about  four 
months  gone  with  child;  (lie  complained  of  a 
violent  •  bearing-down,  and  very  acute  pains  in 
the  back  and   groin,  and  frequent  vomitings^, 
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which  flrained  her  very  much ;  and,  that  flie 
could  not  make  any  urine,  without  exerting  all 
the  force  flie  was  able,  and  then  only  about  a  • 
fpoonful  came  away  at  a  lime,  and  that  toa 
feemed  to  fcald  her,  as  fhe  thought.  About 
three  weeks  before  flie  fcnt  for  him,  flie  had  a 
fall  from  a  horfe,  and  fome  of  thefe  complaints 
foon  after  enfued ;  he  fearched  her,  and  founcf 
the  uterus  adually  within  the  pelvis,  and  the  os 
tinea  very  near  the  pudenda:  after  placing 
her  in  two  or  three  different  pofitions,  he  tried, 
by  a  gentle  force,  to  raife  the  uterus  higher  into 
her  abdomen,  but  found  it  no  eafv  matter  fo  to  do  i 
he  then  ufcd  the  catheter  to  empty  the  bladder, 
that  he  might  have  more  room  to  reduce  the 
womb  to  its  proper  place  ;  and,  to  his  great  fur- 
prife,  took  from  her  above  three  quarts  of  urine, 
befides  what  was  fpilt:  after  which,  he  foon 
raifed  the  uterus  above  the  pelvis,  and  kept  tt  in 
its  place  by  a*pffary,  which  flie  wore  till  the 
time  of  labour,  when  fhe  brought  forth  a  living,-  ^ 
but  weakly  child:  and  after  this,  we>  are  inform- 
ed, that  all  her  former  bad  fymptoms  left  her. 
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Women  difpofed  to  a  bearing-down,  wljich  is  a 
fenfation,  as  if  the  womb  was  conftantly  coming 
out  of  the  body;    our  author  advifes,    to  lie 
upon  the  bed  from  the  very  beginning  of  their 
labour.    His  farther  direAions  on  this  head, 
and  for  reducing  a  prolcipfus  uteri,  may  be  feen 
p.  i65.  in  his  Effay  towards  a  New  Syflem  of 
Midwifery  :  and  in  another  part  of  liis  book, 
he  obferves,  that  wherever  a  woman  has  been 
fubjeft  to  a  defcent  of  the  womb,    fhe  ought 
always  to  be  delivered  lying  down. — Portal 
has  given  us  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who  died  by 
the  inverting  of  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  two 
hours  after  her  delivery.  —  We  arc  obliged  to 
Mr.  James  Hill,  Surgeon,  at  Dumfries,  for  a 
very  judicious  and  circumflantial  account  of  a 
large  prolapfus  uteri,  accompanied  with  feveral 
extraordinary  circumllances  ;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  catammia  flow  only  from  the  titC' 
rus,  and  not  hom  iht  vagi aa :  this  curious  cafe 
is  inferted  in   the  fourth  volume  of  Medical 
*  Commentaries  ;  in  which  we  alfo   find  many 
cafes  of  the  rctroverted  uterus,  by  Dr.  Garth- 
shore, 
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SUORV.,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Bird;  with  fkilfuf 
and  ingenious  remarks  on  that  difeafe,  by  Dr. 
Hunter:  by  which  it  is  proved,  that  the  diften- 
fion  of  the  bladder  is  one  of  the  mofl  ufual  caufes 
of  the  retroverted  uterus. — In  the  fourth  volume 
of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  article 
36,  we  meet  with  the  hillory  of  a  fatal  inverfion 
of  the  uterus,  by  Mr.  John  Lvnn,  Surgeon,  ac 
WooDBRiDGE,  inSui-FOLK;  Communicated  with 
an  Appendix  by  William  Hunter,  m.  d.  f.  r.  s. 
in  \vhich  is  given  an  account  of  a  fatal  retrover- 
Jion  of  the  uterus,  cccafioned  by  a  fright  in  a 
young  woman  about  four  months  advanced  in 
her  firft  pregnancy. — In  the  fifth  volume  of  Me- 
dical Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  under  article 
10.  is  publifhed  the  cafe  of  a  retroverted  uterus, 
fuccefsfully  treated  by  James  Hooper,  Prafli- 
tioner  in  Midwifery,  and  communicated  by  the 
late  learned  Dr.  Fothergill:  the  following  arti- 
cle alfo  contains  an  account  of  a  retroverfio  uteri, 
fuccefsfully  treated  by  Mr.  William  Bird,  Sur- 
geon and  Man-midwife,  at  Chelmsford,  com- 
municated by  Dr.  Hunter.    The  patient,  we 

are 
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ilre  told,  HannahJennings,  who  was  about  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  ahd  three  months  advanced 
in  her  Cecond  preguancy,  was  on  August  13, 
1772,  after  a  day^s  wafhing,  feized  with  violent 
jjains  in  her  belly,  which  fhe  fuppofed  to  be 
cholicky,  having  been  fubjeft  to  complaints  of 
that  nature  in  her  firfl  pregnancy ;  but  npt  find- 
ing the  ufual  remedies  fucceed,  and  her  paifis 
flill  increaGngj  fhe  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe 

to  other  affiftance.    On  the  16th,  Mr.  B  

vifited  her  in  the  morning  for  the  firft  time, 
found  her  with  a  fmart  feiver,  and  extreme  pain 
in  the  abdomen  :  flie  had  had  no  ftools  for  three 
days,  and  complained  fhe  could  make  but  little 
urine  :  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  her 
arm,  and  a  gentle  purge  was  given  foon  after. 
He  faw  her  again  in  the  evening,  when  the  me^ 
dicine  had  not  moved  her  to  ftool ;  and  all  h^r 
fymptoms  being  much  increafed,  a  clyfler  was  pre- 
fcribed  to  be  adminiftered  dire(51iy,  and  repeated 
in  two  hours  time,  if  the  firft  fhould  not  have 
operated,  and  an  opiate  was  ordered  at  bed-tinje. 
Early  next  morning  he  was  fent  for  to  her,  and 
Vol.  II.  D  teld.. 
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told,  the  clyflers  could  not  be  injeded  ;  that  fliehad 
pafTed  a  very  refllcfs  night,  complaining  of  great 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen^  extreme  pain  in  the  vagina, 
and  that  fhe  could  make  no  urine  ;  the  preceding 
means  proving  inefFeflual,  he  fufpeded  her  com- 
plaints to  arife  partly  from  a  prolapfus vagina,  with 
which  flie  told  him,  fhe  had  been  aflli£led  fince 
her  firft  labour:  and,  in  order  to  invefligate  the 
real  caufe,  he  examined,  and  found  all  the  parts  in 
an  unuftial  fituation ;  the  os  uteri  was  not  to  be 
difcovered ;  the  vagina  was  prefled  towards  the 
Jyniphi/is  pubis,  by  a  t ujuur -which,  laid  behind  it  ; 
and  upon  introducing  a  finger  upon  the  return, 
the  fame  tumor  preffcd  flrongly  againft  the  os 

coccygis.    Mr.  B   called   in   his  uncle, 

Dr.  PuGH  ;  to  whom  the  cafe  appearing  obvious, 
the  method  of  relieving  hier  was  eafy  :  a  httle 
difficuUy,  he  fays,  arofe  at  firil,  in  attempting 
to  introduce  the  catheter;  but  by  the  afhflance 
of  two  fingers  in  the  vagina,  to  pufli  back  the 
tumor,  which  prefTed  the  urethra  againfl  the 
phifis  pubis,  it  found  a  ready  admiffion  ;  by  which 

means, 
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ineans,  eight  or  nine  pints  of  high-coloiircd  urine 
were  drawn  off;  a  flimulating;  clyfter  was  after- 
Wards  injected,  which  paffed  eafily,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  after  ftie  had  two  of  three  copious  (lools  ;  the 
iumor,  viz.  the  fundui  uteri  was  rtioveable,  and  ea- 
fily replaced ;  the  psiticrit  rfecovered  her  former 
health,  and  vVent  on  iri  hef  pregriariey.  Under 
article  35  ,  of  the  fame  volume,  are  given  two 
cafes  of  the  rciroverted  iiterus,  by  Mr.  Gar- 
Shore,  communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter;  and 
Xvhich  ferve;  as  cotroborating  proofs  of  the  nectf- 
fity  and  utility  of  purfuing  the  method  of  treat- 
ment, which  the  Doftot  has  fo  fully  explained 
in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Enquiries  j  to  which  the  reader  is  referred, 
as  well  as  to  article  g6,  of  vol.  v.  for  further  re- 
marks ori  this  diforder,  by  the  farrie  experienced 
gentleman.  —  The  ingenious  Mr.  , Charles 
White,  of  Manchester,  in  his  Appendix  to 
the  Second  Edition  of  his  Treatife  on  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Pregnant  and  Lying-in  Worsen  : 
Cafe  ig,  mentions  *ln  iriflance  of  a  Mrs.  W— — , 
who,  upon  recovering  from  a  fever,  and  return- 
'  Da  iiig 
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ing  to  her  ufual  exercife,  was  feizcd  with  a  pro^* 
lapfus  vagina  \  which  he  tells  us,  (except  in  the 
latter  end  of  her  pregnancies,)  hath  ever  fnice 
continued:  the  fame  autlior  avers,  that  his  pa- 
tients generally  fit  up  in  bed  in  a  few  Iiours  af- 
ter delivery;  and  feme  of  thcm  even  get  out  of 
it  the  fame  day  j  molt  on  the  fccond,  and. 
none  exceed  the  third  ;  and  leaft  any  inconveni- 
ence, he  fays,  fliould  be  fuppofcd  to  arife  fiom 
this  early  upright  poflure,  he  thinks  it  neceffary 
to  declare,  that  none  whom  he  has  delivered, 
are  troubled  w  'nh  proltipjions  of  the  vagina,  or  any 
other  complaint,  which  he  has  the  leaft  realon 
to  fufpe^l  could  pofTibly  arife  from  fuch  treat- 
ment: to  corroborate  this  obfervation  of  our 
authors,  I  can  add  fiom  my  own  experience,  and 
vouch  for  the  general  utility  of  this  pra£lice ; 
unlefs  in  cafes  of  flooding  or  extreme  weaknefs. 
1  have,  at  this  time,  a  patient  under  my  care, 
with  aprolapjion  of  the  womb,  occafioncd  by  the 
Jluor  alb'us;  the  paits  were  reduced  by  a  furgcon 
foon  after  their  hrfl  prolrufion,  and  to  fupport 
the  womb,  he  introduced  a  pfj](iry  of  wood  ; 

but 


[   37  ] 

but  it  proved  fo  very  painful  and  uneafy,  that 
the  woman  could  not  bear  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  withdrawn ;  fince  which,  to  reflore  the  tone 
of  the  parts,  and  flrengthen  the  conflitution,  I 
have  put  her  upon  an  agglutinant  regimen,  with 
the  ufe  of  internal  ftrengthening  medicines; 
forbade  too  much  bodily  exercife ;  and  the 
only  topical  remedy  I  apply,  is  a  piece  of 
fponge,  dipped  in  an  infufion  of  flor,  balaujl.  in 
which  a  fufficient  quantity  of  roch  alum  has 
been  diffolved ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  tho- 
roughly effe^ling  a  cure,  in  due  time,  by  the 
above  fimple  treatment  only.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  ihdX  pejfaries  are  at  beft  but  troublefome 
remedies,  and  ought  not  to  be  ufed  indifcrimi- 
nately  in  all  cafes  of  a  prolapjed  uterus;  nor 
indeed  at  all  without  the  mofl  mature  judge- 
incnt  and  experience. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXIII. 

In  parturition  \yc  foraetimes  meet  with  em- 
barraffments  from  various  kinds  of  hernia;  thq 
protuberance  of  either  the  inteftines  or  omentum 
being  increafed  by  the  exertions  confequent  on 
]a,bour,  the  exomphalos,  or  hernia  mnbilicalis  is,  I 
believe,  the  mofl  common  j  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  very  ftrong  labour,  if  not  carefully 
reftrained  by  either  thp  preffure  of  foft  comprefs 
oi  the  fupport  of  an  alfiftant's  hand,  is  produ£live 
of  complicated  pain  to  the  patient,  as  well  as 
great  interruption  to  the  labour.  A  tumor  of 
this  kind,  oqcaGoned  by  a  difficult  labour,  af- 
fli£led  a  woman  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  had 
befpoke  my  affiflance ;  fhe  had  informed  mc  of 
Jier  complaint,  and  permitted  me  to  examine  the 
ruptured  part ;  fhe  had  gone  five  months  of  her 

(ime  J 
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time;  the  tumor  was  of  the  fize  of  a  large  ball  ;., 
the  inteflines  returned  into  the  ahdomm  upon 
proper  prelTure,  but  not  without  fome  difficulty  ; 
and  to  fecure  againft  a  future  relapfe,  I  applied 
a  comprefs,  dipped  in  red  port,  in  which 
alum  had  been  diffolved:  over  it  a  larg^  adlit-^ 
fivt  plaijler,  and  fecured  them  both  by  means  of 
a  broad  girdle,  the  tightnefs  of  which  I  delired 
might  be  regulated  by  the  fenfations  of  the 
patient;  and  this  fhe  did  eafier,  the  girdle 
being  made  with  four  fmall  buckles  and  ftrap&, 
which  (he  could  loofen  or  make  tighter  as 
flae  pleafed ;  by  thefc  means  fhe  went  to.  the 
full  term  of  her  geftation,  and  with  tolerable 
eafe.  On  the  fourth  of  August,  1769,  her 
labour  came  on;  the  head  continued,  to.  ad- 
vance gradually ;  fhe  was  placed  on  her  fide- 
upon  a  bed ;  complained  not  in  the  leafl:  of 
the  rupture,  therefore  no  particular  attention- 
was  paid  to  it ;  the  bandage  and  girdle  anfwer- 
ing  every  end  of  preffure,  and  was  delivered 
of  a  very  large  child  without  any  extra o.rdi nary 
trouble  ;  fince  that  time  fhe  has  borne  two  chil- 

D  4  dren. 
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drcn,  always  obferving  to  wear  her  bandage 
tighter  when  flic  was  not  with  child,  and  relax- 
ing it  in  proportion  to  her  incrcafe  when  flie 
was.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  her  lafl  child,  ftie 
was  attacked  with  a  fcarlet  fever,  attended  with 
an  erifipelatous  fore  throat,  and  a  violent  red 
eruption,  on  the  fecond  day,  appeared  on  the 
fkin ;  by  proper  means  fhe  recovered  of  thefe 
complaints ;  but  in  a  few  days  after  the  celTation 
of  the  fever  fhe  was  attacked  with  a  dropf^, 
vrhich  terminated  in  her  death. 


C  41  ] 


CASE  LXXIV. 

.Ab.N OTHER  Cafe,  where  the  patient  was 
afilided  wiih  an  exomphalos,  occurred  to  me  in 
the  year  1772,  This  diforder  had  been  occa- 
fioned  bv  the  indigent  circumflances  of  the  wo- 
man,  which  obliged  her  to  work  hard,  and  fre- 
quently lift  great  weights ;  fhe  had  tried  various 
methods  of  relief,  all  which  proved  ineffeflual, 
and  the  rupture  continued  unreduced,  probably 
from  the  neceffity  flie  was  under  of  continuing 
to  labour  hard ;  the  violent  increafe  of  the  pro- 
lapfed  parts;  the  narrownefs  of  the  aperture 
through  which  they  had  dcfcended,  from  fomc 
adhcQon  of  the  parts,  or  from  a  Jlrangulation 
of  the  inteftines ;  the  tumor  felt  very  hard,  ancj^ 
flic  could  not  bear  any  proper  prcflure  or  ban- 
dage on  the  parts ;  the  vomitings,  which  fre- 
quently 
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quenlly  came  on,  in  confequcncc  of  this  terri- 
ble complaint,  alarmed  her  exceedingly :  and, 
from  the  pnin,  uneafinefs,  and  bearings-down, 
which  they  often  created,  fhe  had  flrong  appre- 
henfions  of  not  going  her  full  time ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  fiie  compleated  her  reckoning, 
and  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
nineteenth  of  December,  1)72;  the  child  was 
well  fituaied,  the  ulcrine  orifice  widely  dilated, 
through  which  the  membranes  protruded  in  the 
form  of  a  large  fraoath  globular  bag ;  her  rup- 
ture became  very  large,  and  endued  with  fo 
much  feiifibillty,  that  flie  complained  of  the 
leafl  touch  from  the  linger  ;  and  the  labour  pains 
joining  with  thofe  of  the  her?iiay  created  the  moft 
excruciating  and  complicated  degree  of  torture  and 
diftrefs;  which  were  in  fome  meafure  mitigated 
by  the  application  of  a  foft  cataplafm,  in  which 
a  drachm  of  flrai.  ed  opium  was  diffolved  ;  be- 
fides  ihis,  an  emollient  clyfier  was  injecfled,  and 
the  pains  continuing  pretty  brifkly,  the  membranes 
broke,  the  head  dcfcendcd,  and  the  delivery  was 
foon  over;  but  notwiihllanding  this,  the)  pain, 

ficknels. 
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iicknefs,  and  forenefs  of  the  parts  continued ;  a 
lever  came  on ;  the  poor  woman  was  feized 
with  the  iliac  paflion,  in  which  the  faces  were 
voided  by  the  mouth,  fhe  became  delirious,  and 
expired,  immediately  after  a  total  fufpenfion  of  all 
the  before-njentjoned  fymptoms,  in  the  evening^ 
jpf  the  fourth  day.  Soon  after  her  death,  the 
parts  about  the  flomach  and  navel  were  obfer- 
ved  to  turn  uncommonly  black  and  livid:  and, 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  fatal  event 
might  be  caufed  by  a  mortification  of  the  parts 
t)rought  on  by  a  J},r angulation  of  the  inlejlinc  in 
fhe  aperlure  of  the  peri(onauj?i. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXV. 

T  HE  fourteenth  of  May,  1773,  ^  delivered 
a  young  woman  of  her  firft  child,  who  had  been 
afBifted  with  a  bubonoeele  irom  her  infancy;  be- 
fore fhe  was  with  child,  fhe  informed  me,  that 
fhc  could  eafily  return  it  widi  her  hand,  and 
wore  a  trufs  to  keep  it  from  relapfmg,  and  that 
the  tumor  would  at  any  time  fubfide  upon  her 
lying  down ;  but  as  flie  proceeded  iii  her  preg- 
nancy, it  became  more  ^nd  more  troublefome, 
and  was  fp  tender,  that  fh^  was  not  able  any 
longer  to  bear  the  preffure  of  a  trufs;  the  intef- 
tines  came  dowyi  below  the  lahi(t  pudendi :  the 
parts  were  red  and  much  inflamed,  made  great 
lefiftance  to  the  touch,  and,  upon  the  acceflior^ 
of  every  frcfli  pain,  fhc  defcribed  it,  fo  full,  as 
to  be  ready  to  burfl;  (lie  was  hot  and  leftlefs, 

com- 
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complained  of  third,  and  had  a  very  ilrbng 
pulfe;  the  pains  were  flight  and  tranfitory,  wiih 
a  difcharge  of  mucus  from  the  vagina  and  os 
iiiicce;  and  as  flie  was  at  the  full  period  of  gef- 
tation,  there  was  no  doubt  of  thefe  fymptoms 
being  the  true  prefages  of  her  labour:  I  judged 
it  right  to  take  away  fix  ounces  of  blood  from 
her  arm,  and  foon  after  to  adminiRer  a  faline 
diaught,  with  fifteen  drops  of  the  tinclura  ihc- 
baica.  I  directed  the  /welled  parts  to  be  fre- 
quently fomented  with  warm  milk,  in  which  the 
leaves  of  marflamallovvs  had  been  boiled,  and  a 
comprefs  dipt  in  the  fame,  to  be  conftantly  ap- 
plied thereto  ;  the  os  tinea:  dilated  remarkably  flow, 
-which  indeed  is  generally  the  cafe  in  firfl  laboiiis, 
more  than  in  fucceeding  ones.  By  the  precau- 
tions I  had  taken,  the  rupture  was  rendered 
lefs  troublefomej  for  although  the  pains  had 
incrcafed  in  force,  no  additional  uneafinefs  was 
complained  of  from  that  part,  and  the  child  was 
born  with  the  afli (lance  of  the  natural  efForfcs.; 
almofl  immediately  after  her  delivery,  the  lumor 
entirely  fubfided ;  but  upon  her  getting  about, 

defccnded 
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defcendcd  again,  fo  as  to  require  the  alTirtaricrf 
of  a  trufs,  which,  in  her  next  pregnancy,  fhc 
was  again  obliged  to  lay  afide:  and  in  the  labour 
of  her  fecond  child,  the  0$  tincce  dilated  in  a 
fourth  part  of  the  time  which  it  had  done  before; 
the  hernia  was  fupported  by  the  hand  of  an  afTif- 
tant,  during  a  pain,  and  fhe  felt  no  inconveni- 
ency  whatever  from  it,  till  fhe  was  refcovered, 
and  able  to  walkabout  as  ufual;  but  even  then, 
fhe  could,  at  times,  go  whole  weeks  together 
■without  the  leafl  ufe  of  the  trufs;  fince  her  laft 
labour,  which  happened  before  any  affiflancc 
could  arrive,  fhc  has  been  fo  little  fubje^l  to  this 
complaint,  as  to  have  no  occafion  to  wear  a-  trufe 
at  all. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXVT. 

A  DEFORMED  woman,  of  a  fmall  fize, 
aad  weakly  conftitution,  in  the  fixtli  month  of 
pregnancy,  confulted  a  furgeon  concerning  a  tu- 
mor feated  in  the  middle  of  the  abdomen,  which  ■ 
had  been  confidcrably  increafed  by  a  cough,  to 
which  fbe  had  been  long  fubje6l.    The  perfon 
(he  applied  to,  having  but  little  experience  in 
thefe  matters,  at  firft  applied  a  large  plaifler  of 
the  cmplajl.  diachyl.  cum  gumnu,  and  afterwards  a 
poultice  of  fenugreek  and  flour;  giving  it,  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  Jwelling  would  come  to  a 
head,  and  break ;  but,  as  neither  thofe  applica- 
tions agreed  with  the  diforder,  nor  his  opinion 
was  fufhciently  fatisfaftory  to  the  patient,  flie 
thought  proper  to  confult  me :  and  upon  exa- 
mination, I  difcovercd  from  the  inequality  of  the 

intc- 
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integuments  more  in  one  part  than  another,  the: 
tumor  to  be  a  hernia  ventralis  :  and  upon  being 
prefled  with  the  hand,  \he  protruding  parts  re- 
ceded into  the  abdomen,  but  returned  again  as 
foon  as  the  preffure  was  taken  off.  By  way  of 
temporary  relief,  I  recommended  fiieh  a  degree  of 
preffure  with  cornprefs  and  girdle,  as  might  at  all 
times  be  moft  confiRen^viih  the  eafe  of  the  pa- 
tient ;  at  the  fame  time  for  the  cough,  I  took 
away  a  fmall  quantity  of  blood,  and  direAed  the 
belly  to  be  kept  open  with  the  ufe  of  the  oL  ricini; 
but  the  cough  becorrifng  more  frequent,  I  applied 
a  blifler  between  the  fiioulders,  and  had  recourfc 
to  opiates  ;  by  which  means  fhe  procured  much 
lelief.  The  patient  had  entertained  difagreeable 
ideas  of  her  complaint ;  which  I  removed,  by 
alTuring  her,  that  it  was  far  from  incurable, 
and  that  after  delivery  it  would  moft  probably 
give  her  little  or  no  farther  uneahnefs. 

*  Her  dijiorled  make  was  not  the  befl  prefage  of  a 
happy  labour ;  but  not  to  diflrefs  her  mind  with 
anticipated  terrors,  I  related  to  her  fome  in-_ 
fiances,  within  my  own  knowledge,  of  women, 

*  For  women,  who,  notwithftandiiig;  their  ilffurinhii  s,  hare  had  vorT 
good  labours,  vide  Cafes  90,  91,  <;i. 

whofc- 
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V\'hofe  Hiape  and  form  were  nearly  fimilar  to  her 
own,  who  had  experienced  no  particulat  difH«- 
eulties  at  the.  time  of  labour.  The  cough  was 
abated;  the  girdle  and  coraprefs  were  continu- 
ally worn,  and  tile  hernia  much  lefs  trouble- 
forae  than  ufual,  and  ftie  arrived  at  the  full 
term  of  her  reckoning :  being  taken  in  labour  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  agth  of  July,  1^75,  and 
foon  after  I  was  fent  for  to  attend  her,  iht  pains 
were  weak  and  tranfitory ;  the  os  tinea  was  very 
high  up,  moifti  and  beginning  to  dilate ;  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  hours  .^found  but  little  diffe- 
tence:  at  length,  however,  the  pains  increafed, 
the  uterine  orifice  began  to  fpread,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  at  a  very  remote  diflance,  I  could  juft 
touch  fome  part  of  the  head:  after  undergoing 
a  ferles  of  fevere  pains,  in  which  fhe  com- 
plained but  little  of  the  hernia,  and  finding  the 
head  not  in  the  leaft  lower  than  it  was,  nor  at  all 
prcfTcd  down  by  the  pains,  Tdefired  fhe  would 
loofen  the;  girdle  as  much  as  pofTible,  and  refledl- 
ing,  that  women  of  her  unfortunate  form,  eould 
affift  ihemfelves  better  in  a  ffanding  than  a  lying 
pofition  ;  I  advifed  her  to  walk  about  the  room, 
Vol.  II.  E  and 
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and  in  the  inflant  of  pain,  lean  over  the  back  of  a 
low  chair,  which  fhe  readily  complied  widi ;  and, 
notwithftanding  fome  additional  uneafinefs  from 
the  hernia,  at  every  pain,  accompanied  this  mode 
of  treatment,  I  had  the  faiisfaflion  to  perceive  a 
gradual  defcenfion  of  the  head  take  place  ;  which 
agreeable  difcovcry  I  did  not  fail  to  communi- 
cate as  an  encouragement  to  the  patient :  after  a 
few  pains,  the  head  was  advanced  fo  low,  as  to 
render  a  recumbent  pofture  on  the  bed  the  mofl 
fafe  and  neceffary,  and  in  a   little  time  after- 
wards  flic  was  delivered  of  a  fine  hearty  chi  d  • 
I  had  at  firft  fome  trouble  in  bringing  away 
the  placenta,  but  it  came  away  eafy  at  laft,  and  I 
left  the  woman  in  a  very  good  condition ;  the 
hernia  entirely  fubfided  foon  after  the  delivery, 
and  its'  contents  were  retained  in  the  abdomen  } 
neverthelefs,  I  advifed  the  giidle  and  comprefs 
to  be  continued ;  but  upon  her  recovery,  find- 
ing no  kind  of  inconveniency  from  the  rup- 
ture, file  entirely  laid  them  afide,  and  found  no 
neceffity  to  ufe  them  again,  till  her  next  preg- 
nancy renewed  the  complaint,  and  made  their 
re-application  ncceCTary,  CASE 
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CASE  LXXVII, 

f^OR  the  following  four  cafes,  I  am  indebted 
to  a  Gentleman,  late  in  the  praflice  of  Surgery 
and  Midwifery,  with  whofe  abilities,  as  well 
as  veracity,  I  had  manUbpportunities  of  being 
acquainted.  Iri  the  month  of  September,  1766, 
he  was  fent  for  to  a  woman,  of  a  naturally  thin, 
lax,  and  nervous  habit,  and  who  had  long  been 
fubjcft  to  a  ventral  hernia  ;  fhe  was  in  the  lafl 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  the  day  before  he 
was  applied  to,  had  fallen  from  a  chair,  on  which 
fhe  flood,  wiih  an  endeavour  to  reach  a  book 
from  an  high  fliclfj  the  ventral  hernia  fubfided, 
in  confequence  of  a  blow  flie  received  from  the 
fall ;  by  which,  flie  at  firfl  imagined,  flie  had 
received  little  or  no  hurt;  but  in  a  few  hours 
afier  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  violent  bcar- 

E  2  ing-« 
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ing-down,  pain,  and  cry'd  out,  that  lier  child 
was  come  into  the  world ;  which  was,  in  fa£l, 
a  fudden  hernia  of  the  uterus  quite  through  the 
OS  externum :  in  this  perilous  and  alarming  fitua- 
tion,  (he  was  vifited  by  an  ignorant  woman  mid- 
w'ife,  by  no  means  equal  to  any  patt  of  the 
fun(5iion  in  which  flie  was  employed;  who,  wich 
much  frivolous  felf-importance,  affured  the  pa- 
tient that  all  would  be  wfll  over  as  foon  as 
the  pains  became  (Ironger,  but  that  flie  muft 
not  lay  down  upon  ^  bed  on  any  account ; 
and  that  it  was  nothing  but  her  rupture  that 
had  come  down  before  the  child,  which  would 
foon  follow;  but  no  pain,  farther  than  one 
continued  anxiety  and  uneafmefs  camina:  on, 
a  uterine  hcrmorrliage  beginning,  and  the  wo- 
man growing  very  faint,  her  relations  faw 
the  neceffity  of  fuperior  advice,  and  feht  away 
with  all  expedition  for  the  above  mentioned 
Praflitioner,  who  was  luckily  difengagcd,  and 
gave  his  attendance  inilantly ;  he  immediately 
preferred  an  horizontal  fiiuation,  and  the  woman 
being 'laid  down  upon  her  left  fide  on  a  bed, 

he 
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he  examined,    and  difcovercd  an  entire  her- 
nia of  the    uUrus,   and  both    that  and  the 
child  hanging  down  to  fome  diftance  below  the 
■pudenda  ;  fhe  laboured  under  all  the  fymptoras 
of  inkjljnal  and  epiploic  hernia: ;  the  uterine  ori' 
Jir.e  was  fituated  in  an  oblique  direflion,  and  fo 
very  high  up,  that  he  could  but  juft  reach  it 
with  his  finger  in  the  vagina  ;  the  edges  of  it  he 
perceived  were  very  thin,  and  capable  of  no  great 
refiflance ;  and  as  the  fituation  of  the  patient 
was  full  of  danger,  ail&  the  folicitude  of  her 
friends  inexpreffibly  great,    he  gradually  dif- 
tcnded  the  os  tincce,  gained  admiflion  for  his 
hand,  broke  the  membranes,  and  found  the  feet 
prefenting,  which  he  took  hold  of,  and  care- 
fully   extrafted,   and  afterwards  delivered  the 
child  ;  taking  care,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to  fup-> 
port  the  inferior  part  of  the  uterus,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  might  not  receive  any  injury 
from-  its  own  as  well  as  the  child's  preternatural 
fltuation :  thus  was  the  delivery  performed,  and 
foon  after  the  uterus  reduced:  which  he  obferves, 
its  own  contradions  greatly  contributed  to  faci- 
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litate,  he  had  the  fatisfa£lion  to  find  the  woman 
and  child  recover  beyond  his  expedations.  We 
may  rely  on  the  teflimony  of  Mauri ceau  for  a 
cafe,  where  the  uterus  in  a  ventral  hernia  was 
protruded,  along  with  the  inteflines  above  the 
jbelly,  and  contained  in  a  tumor  of  a  very  ex,tra- 
ordinary  fize.  The  woman,  however,  he  tells 
ns,  was  brought  to-bed  at  the  expiration  of  her 
term,  without  any  thing  more  than  the  common 
afliflance. — La  Motte  has  given  us  fcveral 
cafes  of  various  kinds,*  and  related  the  particur 
lar  embarraffments  which  attended  them,  during 
parturition.  Vide  chap.  6.  obf.  519,  320,  321, 
322,  Sc  323.  And  in  his  following  obfervation, 
he  recites  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  in  a  preternatu- 
xal  labour,  whofe  utei'us  and  child  hung  down 
pendulous,  like  a  bag,  to  the  middle  of  her 
thighs  ;  but  whom,  notwithflanding,  he  fafely 
delivered,  and  fhe  recovered  beyond  his  expefla- 
tions. — RuYscH  mentions  a  cafe,  where  the 
hernia,  though  prolapjed  as  low  as  the  knee,  was 
reduced  by  the  midwife  before  delivery;  which 
was  afterwards  fafely  performed,  and  the  woman 
liad  a  good  recovery.  CASE 
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CASE  LXXVIII. 

j[  HE  fame  Pra^litioner  was  defired  to  go 
to  ihe  affiftance  of  a  Gentlewoman,  who  had 
been  nearly  a  week  in  labour  j  fhe  was  at*- 
tended  by  two  Gentlemen  of  the  profeffion ; 
the  firft  of  whom  was  called  on  the  third 
day ;  after  a  midwife  had  informed  him,  that 
the  patient  had  borne  four  children,  whofe 
births  had  all  been  eafy  and  natural ;  that  about 
fix  weeks  before  the  commencement  of  her 
labour,  flie  had  unfortunately  flipped  dowri 
flairs,  and  received  a  violent  blow  on  the  left 
fide  of  her  belly  ;  that,  upon  being  taken  up, 
file  exclaimed,  that  Jomething  had  given  way, 
end  broke  within  her ;  and'  from  that  time  flie 
had  almofl  continually  complained  of  an  acute 
pain  in  the  hypogajlric  region:  this  was  the  ac- 
count which  he  had  received  from  the  midwife. 
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He  farther  informed  him,  that  on  liis  aril- 
val,  he  found  the  uterine  orijlce  fomewhat  di- 
lated, the  membranes  broke,  aijd  the  pains 
weak  and  diflant;  (he  complained  of  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  a  flKt  uneafmcfs  in  the  hypogajiric 
region  ;  he  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  as  flie  ha4 
had  no  flool  for  two  days,  ordered  an  emol- 
lient clyfler:  upon  being  called  again,  the  next 
day,  he  found  the  as  tinea  fomething  more 
dilated ;  the  labour  pains  were  rather  ftronger 
and  more  frequent,  and  the  pain  about  the  os 
Jacrum  and  hypogqjlric  region  much  increafed ;  flic 
vomited  often,  the  pulfe  was  low  and  quick,  the 
head  not  in  the  Icafl  advanced  into  the  pelvis^ 
fcarcely  to  be  felt,  and  feerned  to  recede,  radier 
than  to  protrude  in  time  of  a  pain;  extreme 
vv£aknefs  foon  afterwards  enfued  ;  ffie  could  not 
lie  down  w  ithout  the  moft  intenfe  pain ;  a  pof- 
ture,  between  fetting  and  lying  was  propofed ; 
but  even  that  was  fo  very  painful,  that  fhe  had 
not  the  leaft  cafe,  and  was  obliged  to  be  got  up 
fight  again,  which  was  only  a  momentary  relief, 
^pother  Pracftitioncr  was  called  in,  who  finding 

things 
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lings  in  this  defperate  GLuation ;  the  patient  cn- 
jcbled  and  finking,  and  great  dcyedion  prevail- 
lig  over  the  friends  aiid  attendants  ;  it  was  a- 
,  ccd,  that  the  author  of  this  cafe  might  be  fent 
jr,  which  was  accordingly  done  ;  he  defcribes 
the  patient  under  much  lofs  of  exertion,  the  foe- 
tus very  high  up,  and  receding  from  the  touch  j 
the  woman  continually  racked  with  pain  in  the 
abdomen  and  about  the  os  Jacrum,  without  the 
|.leaft    intermifTion ;   flooding,    often  vomiting, 
tifearcely  fenfible,  and  voiding  her  urine  involun- 
:  tarily :  in  this  diftreffing  criGs,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  other  Gentlemen,  the  delivery  was 
efie£led  with  as  much  expedition  as  pofiTible,  by 
turning  the  foetus,  and  extra£ling  it  by  the  feet; 
the  child  was  very  livid  and  black,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  a  long  time  dead.    Soon  after  the 
delivery  the  pulfe  funk,  vomiting,  hiccup,  and 
convulfions  came  on  ;  and  notwithflauding  every 
poflible  means  was  ufed  to  fave  the  patient,  fhe 
died  delirious  on  the  third  day  after  her  delivery. 
Having  obtained  leave  of  her  friends,  the  Gen- 
llcmcn  concerned  in  the  cafe,  proceeded  to  open 

the 
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the  body ;  and  upon  making  an  incifion  through 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  a  bloody  dif- 
charge  of  a  very  fetid  fmell  ilTued  from  the 
opening ;  the  omentum  contained  a  quantity  of 
purulent   matter,   was  black  and  gangrenous ; 
the  ftomach  was  diflended  and  inflamed  ;  the  iu- 
leftines  were  fwelled  and  inflated;  great  part  of 
the  perilonceum  bore  a  very  morbid  appearance, 
was  greatly  difcoloured ;  in  fome  places  covered 
with  hydatids,  and  wholly  feparated  from  the 
uterus,  which  contained  a  great  quantity  of  cx- 
travafated  blood  and  fetid   foagula,   and  was 
found  ruptured  in  its  cavity  next  to  the  internal 
orifice,  and  within  an  inch  of  its  edges  to  the 
breadth  of  nearly  four  inches ;  the  body  of  the 
vteru4  was  much  lefs  difcoloured  than  the  collum. 
uteri,  which  had  a  very  black  and  gangrenous 
appearance ;  the  bladder  was  not  in  the  kaft  af-s 
fe<5ied;  nor  did  any  morbid  appearances  prevail 
ovef  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus,  the  ovaria,  or 
follopiam  tubes:  as  the  fymptoms,  which  imme- 
diately came  on  afier  the  accident  were  highly 
charafleriftic  of  the  injury  done  to  the  uterus^ 

there 
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here  appears  every  degree  of  rcafon  to  afcribe 
his  fatal  event  folely  to  the  violence  of  the  fall. 
— All  wriiers  agree,  that  the  rupture  of  the 
;v  nmb,  is  one  of  the  moll  deplorable  occurrences 
u  hich  happen  in  labour ;  becaufe  fuch  cafes 
re  generally  fatal  both  to  mother  and  child, 
inflances,  however,  are  npt  Wanting  of  women 

V  ivho  have  fur'vived  this  terrible  accident:  and 
AsTRuc  mentions  one,  of  a  woman,  at  Thou- 
touSE,  in  France,  who  carried  a  child  in  the 

■  cavity  of  her  belly  for  twenty-five  years,  v/hich 
had  opened  iifelf  a  palTage  in  a  bad  labour,  by 
rupturing  the  womb,  as  appeared  on  opening 
the  woman  after  her  death.  - —  In  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  vol.'vi.  p.  123.  we  meet  with 
no  lefs  than  five  cafes  of  different  labours,  in 
all  of  ^\'hlch  '  ruptures  of  the  uterus  occurred; 
in  fome  of  them,  our  amhor  (Mr.  John  Stei- 
DELE,  Surgeon  of  Vienna)  was  immediately 
concerned  as  ^  Pra6litioner  in  Midwifery;  the 
others  were  corartiunicated  to  him  by  friends 
and  acquaintance.  In  the  fi^ft .  of  thefe  cafes, 
be  gives  a  particular  detail  of  all  the  fymp- 
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toms  atteiiding  his  patients,  which  are  generally 
confequcRt  upon  a  ruptured  uterus  ;  ihs  violent 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  Jacrum,  he  fays,  had 
continued  without  interruption,  till  a  ftiddcn 
cracking  noife  had  been  obferved,  even  by  the 
by-flandcrs ;  and  that  immediately  upon  :h'u 
the  pains  had  abated,  but  a  very  conliderable 
hamorrhage  occurred  from  the  vagina;  the 
head  of  the  child,  which  had  before  continued 
to  prefent,  could  not  now  be  difcovcred,  und 
the  woman  being  in  a  defperate  fituation,  he 
thought  it  advifeable  to  efFe£l  a  delivery  imme- 
diately by  the  feet,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
the  child  being  dead ;  but  as  it  did  not  appear 
to  have  been  long  fo,  fome  attempts  were  made 
for  its  recovery,  tho' without  cffeft.  Our  author 
further  tells  us,  that  nothing  was  omitted,  that 
could,  with  any  probability,  be  of  fervice  to 
the  mother;  but  no  relief  being  obtained,  fhe  fur- 
vived  to  "the  twelfth  day  only  after  her  delivery  : 
he  then  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  appearances  of 
the  ftcmach,  inteftines,  omentum,  and  parts  con- 
tiguous :  and  adds,  that  the  cavity  of  the  vtenjs 

contained 
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ntaincd  a  quantity  of  black  putrid  blood  ; 
.It  die  body  of  the  ulcrui  iifelf,  near  to  the 
piured  paits  was  gangrenous;    but   that  the 
ncriloneeum  covering  that  vijcus  was  not  in  any 
idegree  affefled. — The  fecond  cafe  he  relates, 
\was  communicated  to  him'  by  Mr.  Crantz; 
la  woman  having  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  tedious 
klabour ;  the  Cajarian  operation  was  performed 
ifoon  after  her  death,  when  the  uterus  was  found 
irup'tured  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  admit  of  the 
Ibody  of  the  fiztus,  being  almofl  wholly  protruded 
:into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen:  the  only  circum- 
flance,  which  occurred  on    di{re61ion,  .  as  the 
caufe  of  the  rupture  of  the  uterus,  was  the  fize  of 
the  foetus,  which  was  much  larger  than  ufual ; 
and  from    the  account  given   by  the  midwife 
who  attended,  it  had  probably  prefented  in  a  prt- 
terhctural  dixxt^'xon.  The  third  and  fourth  Cafes, 
we  are  informed,  occurred  to  Mr.  Lf.emacher, 
of  Vienna;    the    Ccefarian  operation    was  in 
both  performed,   foon    after  the  death  of  the 
mothers:  but  it  is  not  faid,  whether  either  of 
the  children   were  faved :    a  very  concife  and 
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■diflinft  account  is  given  of  the  difFcreht  clrciim- 
flaiices,  which  happened  in  the  fifth  cafe,  by- 
Mr.  Steidf.le;  to  which  the  reader  is  referrcc!  j 
and,  I  fiiall  only  obfeive,  that  in  the  five  cafes 
here  related  by  our  author,  the  ruplurcs  all 
occurred  in  different  fituaiions  of  the  ulcru^ ; 
from  which  he  very  rcafonably  infers  that  every 
part  of  that  vijcui  is  equally  liable  to  be  rup- 
Hutd, 
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CASE  LXXIX. 

Xn  all  the  diforders  of  the  foft  parts,  vvliich 
have  rendered  labours  difficult,  no  one  fo  fcl- 
dom  occurs,  or  has  been  taken  lefs  notice  of  by 
writers  in  Midwifery,  as  the  Jioclliiig  of  onci 
of  the  labia,  to  fuch  an  excefflve  degree,  as  to 
give  moft  exqtiiGte  pain  to  the  patient,  and  much 
trouble  before  the  birth  of  the  child:  in  the 
courfc  of  a  long  and  extenfivc  praftice,  I  never 
met  with  an  inftance  of  it;  but  I  can  rely  on 
the  teflimony  of  the  Gentleman,  to  whorii  1 
owe  the  two  preceding  communications,  for 
I  cafe  of  this  kind»  which  occurred  to  hun  otj, 
the  £2 9 th  of  June,  1772;  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  which  day,  he  Was  called  to  the  affiftance 
if  a  woman  in  labour  of  her  firfl  child;  Hie 
had  been  attended  by  a  mi4wife  for  the  whole  of 

the 
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the  two  preceding  days  and  nights:  upon  enqui- 
ring into  the  cafe,  he  was  told,  that  her  pains 
had  been  very  fharp  and  flrong  for  many  hours 
together ;  that  the  membrane  s  burft  at  eleven 
o'clock  the  night  befoie;  and  the  waters  from 
that  time  had  continued  to  come  awav  with  fo 
much  blood,  as  to  make  the  patient  very  faint 
and  low:  he  was  alfo  privately  informed  by  the 
midwife,  that  a  part  of  the  child,  or  after-birth, 
which  felt  foft  and  flefhy,  was  come  dovi^n,  and 
pufhcd  forward  in  a  pain,  but  could  not  be  de- 
livered. He  found  the  woman  in  a  weak  and 
dcjefled  ftate:  and,  upon  examination,  difco- 
vere'd  a  Itimor  of  an  uncommon  fize,  foTt,  large, 
and  covering  the  whole  of  the  external  orifice; 
by  carrying  his  finger  round  ihe  tumor,  he  got 
admittance  to  the  05  exlernum,  which  was  much 
diftcndcd,  and  the  head  prcffing  clofely  down 
upon  it ;  he  had  at  full  taken  this  /welling  for 
an  hernia ;  but  upon  enquiry  was  informed, 
that  the  patient  had  never  perceived  the  leafl  cn- 
largement  before  her  labour  commenced;  and 
that  foon  afterwards  flae  found  a  graidual  incr.eafe 

of 
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of  fizc,  which  gave  her  exceflTive  pain,  till  tht 
tU7nor  burfl,  and  difcharged  its  contents,  when 
the  pain  abated,  and  fhe  was  eaGer :  upon  in- 
ipefiing  the  parts,  he  found  the  /welling  entirely- 
confined  to  the  left  labium  piidendi,  and  that  the 
bleeding  had  entirely  proceeded  from  the  aper- 
ture of  the  part  which  had  burft ;  not  appre- 
hending any  danger  from  this  difcharge,  in  a 
part,  where  no  confiderable  blood  veffels  could 
be  ruptured,  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  alarmed, 
but  recommended  the  patient  to  be  liberally  fup- 
J)orted  with  nouriQiment ;  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk,  foftened  with  the  unguentum  Jlor.  fam- 
buci,  to  be  immediately  applied  to  the  parts ;  and 
after  adminiflefing  thirty  drops  of  the  tinBura 
thchaica,  in  a  cupful  of  tea,  advifed  patience,  as 
the  only  remedy  to  bring  matters  CO  ai  fafearid  hap- 
py ilTue  ;  the  patient  foon  got  fonie  rcffefliing  reft, 
which  fhe  flood  in  very  great  need  of;  the  poul- 
tice was  renewed ;  the  pulfe  becarne  ftronger  ; 
the  /welling  diminifhed ;  the  hamorrhage  was  too 
trifling  to  be  conGdered  as  a  matter  of  any  con- 
fequence ;  the  hdad  flowly,  though  gradually 
Vol.  If.  F  advanced^ 
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advanced,  and  in  twelve  hours  from  his  firft  at- 
tendance the  patient  was  fafely  delivered :  foon  after 
which,  the  parts  were  fomented  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  drefled  with  a  digeftive  for  a  few  days; 
at  length  healed  without  any  farther  trouble,  awd 
the  patient  had  a  tolerable  good  recovery.  There 
isforaetimes  a  contufion  of  one  or  both  of  the 
labia  magna  in  natural  births ;  probably  owirig 
to  the  great  diflenlion  of  the  os  e\ier)ium,  in  re- 
ceding from  the  prelfure  in  the  paflage  of  the 
child's  head  ;  fo  that  fome  of  the  fmallcr  vef- 
fels  may  be  ruptured,  and  an  ecchfrnojis  eri^ues : 
two  inftances  6f  this  kind,  we  meet  with'  in  the 
-fifth  volume  of  The  London  Medical  Obferva- 
'tions,  as  related  by  Dr.  Macbridh  of  DusLiri ; 
'  which  were  both  after  delivery  :  and  Dr.  Robert 
Maitland,  of  EDiNBuncii,    in   the  Medical 
•  Commentaries,  vol.  vi.  p.  85,  defcribes  a  cafe 
■  in  many  refpefls  limilar  to  the  above  :  with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  hainorrhage  was  more 
violent,  and  the  tumor  felt  to  the  touch,  like  the 
membranes  of  the  jcctus,  when  far  protruded, 
before  they  break  in  delivery :  the  tumor,  he 

tciis 
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telis  us,  fpread  itfelf  all  over  the  mouth  of  the 
vagina,  and  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  head  of  a 
new  born  child  ;  and  the  inGde  of  the  labium  was 
lurried  iu  much  outjvards,  that  on  the  firfl  ap- 
f)lication  of  the  hand,  the  fkirl  and  hair  of  the 
farts  were  not  at  alUelt;  in  fliort,  he  fays,  on 
the  furface,  there  was  no  mark  whereby  to  diftiii- 
guiQ:i  it  from  the  protruded  membranes ;  and  he  is 
apt,  to  fufped,  that  the  midwife  had,  in  reality 
lailen  into  this  miftake.;  and  that  the  opening  into 
it,  which  he  then  difcOvered,  had  been  made  by 
.her  on  that  fuppofilion  :  this  opening  was  big 
enough  to  adnlit  his  middle  finger,  and  from  thence 
the  difcharge  of  blood  had  e^{iderltly  proceed- 
ed ;  his  advice  was,  to  wait  patiently  for  the  de- 
livery, when  he  imagined  the  Jwelling  would 
fubfide:  he  therefore  ordered  the  parts  to  be  fo- 
.mented  with  a  flrong  infufion  of  chamomile  Jlow' 
.trs,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the  fomentation  a 
.•Warm  cloth  was  conftantly  applied  oyer  tJicm : 
.the  bifLh,  he  fays,  advanced  vvith  a  gradual,  tho' 
,  flow  progrefs,  and  before  night  the  fize  of  the 
fwelling  was  confiderably  diminifhed;  the  flow 

Fa  qf 
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of  pure  blood  had  ftopt,  and  only  clots  continued 
from  time  to  time  coming  away;  the  next  day 
the  patient  was  delivered,  and  in  three  hours 
after  that  the  (umor  had  very  much  fubfidcd  ; 
and  he  ordered  the  fame  applications  to  be 
continued :  on  the  day  after  her>delivery  fiie 
had  an  incontinence  of  urine,  complained 
much  of  pain  in  the  bottom  of  her  belly; 
and  he  difcovered,  that  in  the  birth,  the  pert- 
TicSum  had  been  lacerated  almoft  quite  to  the 
anus,  though  it  had  efcapcd  the  obfcrvation  af 
the  midwife  who  had  delivered  her;  the  Jwelling 
was  almoft  quite  gone,  and  only  difcharged  a 
fuiall  quantity  of  puruletit  matter  from  the  edges 
of  the  orifice  ;  the  parts  were  wafhed  frequently 
with  milk  and  water,  and  the  lacerated  perinfcum 
drelTed  with  unguent.  bafiL  Jlav,  the  difchargc, 
which  was  at  firfl  extremely  ofFcnfive,  foon  be- 
came lefs  fo,  and  diminiflied  in  quantity;  the  in- 
continence of  urine  only  continued  two  or  three 
days,  and  the  patient  had  a  very  good  recovery: 
after  finding  that  the  fcudling  was  confined  to  one 
of  the  labia  pudendi :  our  ingenious  author  avers, 

that 
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tliat  lie  fufpe<Se<l  it  to  be  a  hernia;  but  upon 
being   informed   that    the   patient   had  never 
Icdown   any  fuch  complaint,  prior   to  her  la- 
bour, this  fiippofition  was   not  probable ;  and 
upon  introducing  his  finger  into  the  opening, 
he  was  foon  convinced  that  there  was  nothing 
contained  in  it  but  coagulated  blood:  it  would 
feem,   fays  he,    that    by   the  preffure  of  the 
child's  head,  and  the  violent  flretching  of  the 
parts,   during  the    labour-pains,   fome  of  the 
fmall  blood  velTcls  had  been  burfl,  and  had  de-» 
pofited  a  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane,  which  is  interpofed  betwixt  the  doublings 
of  the  fkin  that  form  the  labia  pudendi ;  that  this 
is  the  nature  of  the  fwelling,  appears  more  pro- 
bable, when  we  compare  it  to  the  hemorrhoids, 
which  it  cxadly  refembles:  and  I  am  perfuad- 
ed,   continues  he,  that  the  fame  aftringent  ap- 
plications,   which  are  proper  in  ihem  would, 
likewife  in  this  cafe,  be  the  bed  remedies :  in 
regard  to    the   orifice,    which  we  have  con- 
je£lured  to  have  been  made  by  the  midwife,  it 
niuft    be    allowed,    that   the  Jwclling  might 
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have  burft  of  its  own  accord ;  yet  he  is  inclined 
to  think  otherwife,  from  its  having  happened  be- 
fore the  internal  lining  of  the  vagina,  (a  firm 
Compa£b  membrane)  could  in  all  probability- 
have  given  way,  and  from  the  great  difficulty 
there  was  of  diflinguifliing  the  fwelling  from  the 
furface  of  the  protruded  membranes.  He  pur- 
pofely  avoids  faying  any  thing  of  the  inconti- 
nence of  the  urine,  or  the  laceration  of  the  pe~ 
rincEum  ;  as  accidents  not  uncommon  in  labo- 
rious cafes ;  nor  would  an  account  of  them  con-? 
tribute  to  the  right  underftanding  of  the  Jwdling^ 
which  alone  he  meant  to  defcribe. 

In  this  difeafe  of  the  lahia  magna  in  time  of 
labour,  we  find,  in  general,  that  the  Jwelling 
gradually  increafes  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  give 
cxcefTive  pain ;  and,  at  length,  when  the  tumor 
burfls,  the  pain  immediately  abates. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXX. 

J?  R  O  M  the  fame  fource  of  intelligence  as  the 
three  preceding  hiflories,  I  derive  the  fubfequent 
cafe  of  a  young  Lady,  of  an  irritable  and  deli- 
cate habit ;  who,  in  a    fliort  time  after  mar- 
riage, was  attacked  with  frequent  retchings  and 
ficknefs,  particularly  of  a  morning;  flie  loathed 
her  food,  loft  her  appetite,  and  was  fometimes 
feized  with  a  vertigo,  was  often  drowfy,  and  la- 
boured under  pain  and  tenfion  in  her  breads  ;  thefe 
complaints  were  looked  upon  by  her  female  ac- 
quaintance as  thefureft  indications  of  pregnancy; 
but  their  opinion  was  much  ftaggered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  her  menjes:  a.  circumftance  which 
had  never  before  attended  her ;  this  difchargc 
fhe  had  firfl  experienced  on  the  firft  of  March, 
^73;  again  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  ; 
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and  a  third  tiiTic,  on!  the  24th  of  April  :  In  this 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  by  the  advice  of  her  friends,  flic 
had  recourfe  to  the  Gentleman,  to  whom  I  am 
obliged  for  this  information  ;  who  feeling  the  05 
tinea  high  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  womb, 
as  he  defcribes  it,  rather  poizing  on  the  end  of 
his  Jinger,  determined  him  to  pronounce  her  in 
a  flate  of  pregnancy  ;  finding  licr  of  a  lax  habit, 
he  prefcribed  tonics  to  brace  her  nerves ;  for- 
bade her  drinking  much  tea,  to  which  fhc 
had  been  too  partial  i  advifed  a  loofe  fyftem  of 
drefs,  the  grcateft  cafe  of  body,  and  a  nou- 
rifliing  balfamic  diet.  At  the  next  monthly  pe- 
riod, the  menjci  flowed  again  ;  but  noyv  the  utcrui 
began  to  rife  above  the  f)7nphi/is  of  the  pubes, 
and  the  motion  of  the  foelus  became  fo  evident, 
that  not  the  Icaft  doubt  remained  of  the  cafe  ; 
flie  continued  to  mtnjlruate  to  the  full  end  of 
her  term  ;  when,  after  an  eafy  natural  labour  of  3, 
few  hours,  {he  was  delivered  of  a  frnall  child,  much 
jnorc  healthy  and  flrong  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pelled :  but  what  was  very  extraordinary,  fhe  ne- 
ver afterwards  either  conceived  or  menflruatcd,  yet 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed  a  tolerable  ftiare  of  health.  In  the  firfl 
clafs  of  diforders  which  attend  preg'nancy,  there 
is  not  a  more  certain  criterion  of  that  ftatc,  than 
the  obftru^lion  of  themenfes ;  yet  it  may  become  a 
very  difficult  point  in  Midwifery,  to  afcertain  the 
pregnancy  by  this  rule  alone:  and  we  find  by  the 
foregoing  cafe,  that  even  the  appearance  of  them, 
after  conception,  is  not  a  certain  fign  to  the  con- 
trary ;  therefore,  to  decide  by  the  touch,  mull 
at  all  times  be  the  mofl  preferable  method,  as 
the  Icall  liable  to  error. — Daventer  has  related 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  afcertaining 
impregnation  by  the  obftru£lion  of  the  men/es, 
in  the  very  fingular  cafe  of  a  woman  who  had 
never  her  courjes  before  the  child  was  concei- 
ved ;  but  that  afterwards,  even  to  her  delivery, 
they  flowed  at  regular  and  fet  times ;  after  flie 
was  brought  torbed,  they  flowed  again  till  her 
next  conception  ;  and  then  they  flowed,  and  left 
off  as  befpre,  till  {he  had  bore  all  her  children; 
fo  that  there  was  iio  more  certain  figns  of  her 
conception  than  the  returns  of  her  courjes^  and 
yet  flie  was  in  perfed  health. 

CASE 


[   74  ] 


CASE  LXXXI. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.   COLik  MACKENZIE. 


<*  MARCH  24,  1769, 

"  DEAR  SIR. 

-^^N   uncommon  occurrcnec  in 
*'  pra£lice  which  never  before  fell  to  my  lliare^ 
*'  induces  me  to  trouble  you  with  the  circum- 
fiances  attending  on  it;  which  are  as  follow: 
— perfon,  in  the  pra£lice  of  Midwifery, 
was  fent  for  to  a  young  woman  in  labour 
"  of  her  firft  child  ;  it  was  a  preternatural  cafej 
the  feet  prefenting,  violence  and  hurry  were 
ufed ;  the  body  was  delivered  with  much  diffi>< 

"  culty ; 
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ulty ;  and  by  being  pulled  with  too  great  a 
egree  of  force,  was  feparated  from  the  head, 
vhich  was  left  flicking  in  the  pelvis ;  this  fo 
nuch  alarmed  and  terrified  the  attendants, 
that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  call  in  farther 
alTiftauce,  I  was  fent  for:  and  in  about  fix 
hours  after  the  accident  happened  I  arrived  at 
the  houfe,  which  was  a  fcene  of  tumult  and 
confufion  5  the  accoucheur  flood  reproached  fro nr 
all  quarters,  his  knowledge  was  called  in  quef*- 
tion,  and  his  praflicc  cenfured ;  whilft  he  al- 
ledged  in  his  own  behalf,  that  what  he  had  done, 
was  intended  for  the  beft,  as  the  child  had  been 
long  finpe  dead :  an  alTertion  howijvcr,  which  I 
found  gained  but  little  credit  from  the  bye- 
flanders ;  having  fallen  in  the  efteem  of  whom, 
and  loft  the  confidence  of  the  patient,  he  had 
been  denied  any  endeavours  to  deliver  the  head : 
his  -fituation  was  truly  embarrafling,  and  requi- 
red confolation  ;  although  his  deportment  to 
me  at  firft  was  not  the  raoft  gentle,  yet  refleft- 
ipg  how  much  he  haci  had  to  ruffle  his  tem- 
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**  per,  and  difquict  his  mind,  I  paffed  it  over  iJ 
"  filent  pity;  aflured  him,  I  wifhed  not  to  tain 
"  the  Icafl  advantage  of  his  unlucky  fituationJ 
"  which  might  have  happened  to  any  one;  that 
♦*  I  begged  we  might  look  upon  it  as  one  comM 

mon  caufe,  in  which  we  wera  both  embarked; 
**  and  in  conjunction  endeavour  to  finifli  the 
"  bulinefs  with  fafety  to  the  patient,  and  fatif. 
"  faflion  to  the  company ;  the  woman  had  loft 
"  but  little  blood,  yet  was  very  faint,  and  fuf- 

fered  much  anxiety  of  mind;  there  had  been 
"  an  entire  ceflation  of  labour  pains  for  fame 
"  time :  I  gave  her  all  the  encouragement  in 
"my  power,  and  upon  examining,   found  the 

head  in  the  vagina  at  the  bottom  of  the 
**  pelvis;  one  ear  of  the  child  being  under  the 
*'  ramus  of  the  ijchium,  determined  the  fitua- 
"  tion  of  the  head:  I  therefore  propofed  the  ufc- 
"  of  the  forceps,  which  was  approved  of ;  and 
"  the  patient  being  placed  on  her  left  fide,  near 
"  the  edge  of  the  bed;  having  lubricated  one 
^'  blade,  I  carefully  condu£lcd  it  between  the 
"  head  of  the  child,  and  the  hand  prcvioufly  in- 
«'  troduced:  the  fccond  blade  of  the  forceps  I 

"  applied 
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ipplicd  in  the  fame  cautious  manner,  and  ha- 
ing  locked  them,  began  gently  to  extraft,  by 
'ntervals  inclining  the  handles  to  the  abdomen, 
till  the  head  began  to  extend  the  external  ori- 
■ Jice ;  then  fupporting  the  perinaum  to  prevent 
t  its  being  lacerated,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty 
]  minutes  entirely  efFe£led  the  delivery;  the  pla- 
t  centa   was   extrafted  very  gently  to  prevent 
•flooding:  and  the  patient  continues  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery.    I  am,  Sec'*. 


THE  ANSWER. 

•^DEAR  SIR, 

"I  AM  obliged  to  you  for  the 
Gaffe,  in  which  the  head  was  left  in  the  vagina  ; 
had  it  been  in  the  uterus,  embarralfments  of 
a  more  alarming  nature,  than  thofe  which  you 

encoun- 
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*'  encountered,   might   have   followed,   and  H 
"  might  have  been  found  difficult  to  afcertain  ihg 
••head's  htuation ;  in  which  cafe,  the  .forceps, 
"  of  either  fort,  would  perhaps   have  proved 
*'  infufiBcient,  and  the  crotchet  or  nature  muft 
*'  ultimately  have    done  the  buGnefs.    I  had 
*'  lately  a  cafe  of  the  head's  . being  left  behind  in" 
'*  the  uterus;  many  unfuccefsful  attempts  had 
"  been  made  to  deliver  it ;  the  danger  of  the  pa- 
'*  ticnt  made  its  diflodgment  abfolutely  neeelTary  5 
"  I  palTed  one  hand  pretty  high  up,  and  the  ver-. 
*'  tex  being  brought  downwards,  and  the  head 
"  prelfed  upon  firmly  by  the  hands  of  an  afllfl- 
"  ant,  the  crotchet  was  introduced  within  fide 
"  my  hjind,  turned  and.  fi?it  in  the  IjCfid^i^mmedi- 
*'  ately  above  the  left  temporal  bone  ;  my  other 
*•  hand  being  palHed  up  on  the  oppofite  fid«  as  an 
"  antagonifl  to  the  crotchet,  and  the  fingeis  hook- 

-ed  in  the  mouth,  the  head  was  brought  thro^ 
"the  pdvis  without  any  veiy  great  .difficulty  J 
**  you  will  plcafc  to  obferve,  however,  that  had 
• '«  the  dimenfions  of  the  head  been  larger,  -it 

might  have  proved  a  much  more  arduous  tafk, 

"  and 
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'  and  the  head  muft  have  been  brought  through 
'  the  pelvis  with  greater  mechanical  obfervation. 
-  I  cornmend  you  for  entering  into  no  conteft 
'  with  the  Praditioner  who  was  firft  fent  for  j 
'for  the  bejl  may  err:  his  want  of  judgment 
"  was  a  great  misfortune  both  to  the  patient  a^d 
'  himfelf,  and  may  afford  us  a  ufeful  leffon  un- 
'  der  fimilar  occurrences:  various  tire  a  teles, 
'  nets,  noofes.  Sec.  have  been  invented  for  ex- 
'  trafting  the  ■  head,  when  thus  feparated  and 
'left;  but,  I  truft,  and  believe,  •  that  the  /or- 
^  ceps,  hook,  or  crotchet,  .will,  in  this  exi- 
gency, ever  have  the  preference. 

"  Yours,  Sec." 


CASS 
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CASE  LXXXIi* 

I N  the  two  preeeding  Cafes,  we  may  obferVe, 
that  it  was  found  expedient  to  accomplifh  the  deli- 
very, by  extrafling  the  head  with  the  forceps 
and  crotchet ;  but  there  are  many  inftances 
wherein  the  head  has  been  entirely  feparated 
from  the  body  by  the  violence  of  the  force  ufed,- 
or  from  the  putrified  flate  of  the  fatus,  and  after- 
wards expelled  by  the  aflion  of"  the  uUruSi 
without  any  ill  confequence  to  the  niOiher.  A 
woman  in  this  town,  named  Chapman,  remark- 
able for  unfortiihate  labours,  was  attended  by  ^ 
Man-Miuwife,  of  Maidstone,  in  the  month  of 
June*  1759  5  vvhoj  after  waiting  with  her  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  and  finding  a  wrong  prefentation^ 
judged  it  proper  to  turn  the  child,  which  with 
much  difficulty  be  efFeded,  brought  down  the 
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feetj  and  delivered  to  the  head ;  iri  extta^iing  of 
which  it  feparated  at  the  verltbrce  colli,  and  was 
.  left  in  the  uterui  till  tlie  eighth  day  afterwards, 
'  when  it  began  to  come  away  in  a  diffolved  and 
■  highly  putrid  ftate.    During  the  whole  time  of 
i  its  retention,  the  woman  fufifered.  exceedingly  by 
1  ficknels  and  naufea  ;  froni  which  fhe  Was  never 
totally  relieved,  till  the  whole  of  thd  remaining 
fubflance  was  expelkd  from  the  uterus.  She 
had  not    felt  the  child  for  feveraL  days,  and 
had  complained  of  coldnefs  and  a  heavy  tu- 
mor,  gravitating  in  her  belly ;    and  from  the 
marks  of  putrefadlon,  which  appeared  on  the 
body  of  the  child  when  delivered,  it  was  plain 
hat  it  had  been  dead  for  fome  time. 
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CASE  LXXXIII. 

On  the  2(1  of  August,  1768,  I  was  font 
for  to  Elizabeth  Bahnes,  a  poor  woman,  of 
the  parifliof  Wateringbury  ;  ftie  was  naturally 
df  a  weakly  coiiflituiron,  and  had  always  been 
fubje^l  to  tedious  and  difficult  labours  :  upon 
the  breaking  of  the  membranes  the  feet  prefentcd, 
which  the  midwife  laid  hold  of,  and  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  return  of  pains,  in  a 
violent  and  hafty  manner  pulled  and  brought 
down  the  child,  fo  that  the  body  was  protruded; 
bul  the  head  flicking  in  the  vagina,  fiie  had 
made  feveral  eflforis  to  deliver  it,  and  with  fo 
much  force,  that  the  integuments  and  mufcles 
had  given  way,  and  were  beginning  to  feparate  : 
flie  told  me  the  child  ha^d  fluck  at  the  fhoulders, 
and  that  flic  had  found  hard  work  to  get  the  arms 

clown  ;■ 
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own:  I  wrapped  the  body,  which  was  delivered 
a  cloth,  and  raifing  it  up  towards  the  belly  of 
■e  mdihe*,  introduced  the  fore-finger  5'f  iriy 
It  hand  into  the  mouth  of  the  child  :  I  then 
;dcred  an  ftffiflarit  to  piefs  do'ivn  lightly  upori 
.0  abdomen,  and  with  a  femirotatory  motion,  and 
the  fame  time  a  gently  puUiftg  force,  Brought 
(e  head  td  defeend  and  enter  the  os  externum; 
id  then  proceeding  with  care,  dnd  cautioufly 
larditig  the  perintsiim  from  laceration,  terminal-' 
.1  the  bulincfs  in  a  few  minutes  ;  the  placenta 
parated,  and  came  away  very  eafily;  biit  the 
lient  catchitig  cold  in  the  delivery  was  thrown 
to  a  feveJ-,  and  did  not  entirely  recover  fdr  fe- 
ral months ;  the  child  did  not  appear  td  have 
en  long  dead,  and  would  mod  prdbably  have 
en  born  alive;  hid  a  mdre  judicious  method 
delivery  been  at  firft  addpted. — I  have  deli- 
red  this  woman  twice  fince,  and  in  both  cafes 
;  children  prefented  wrongs 
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CASE  LXXXIV. 

T 

X.  HE  wife  of  a  poor  man,  named  Simmons, 
was  taken  in  labour  on  the  agih  of  November, 
1774;  foon  afcer  which  (he  was  attended  by  a 
midwife  ;  her  pains  were  at  firft  fraall,  and  not 
forcing ;  fhc  had  long  intervals  between,  and 
continued  fo  for  two  days :  foon  after  which  they 
became  flrongcr,  and  more  powerful ;  the  mem- 
branes broke,  and  the  breech  prcfcnted,  which 
was  gradually  puflied  forward,  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  child  was  protruded  to  the  head, 
which  fluck  fall  in  the  vagina,  and  could  not  be 
delivered;  the  midwife  prudently  declined  ma- 
king ufe  of  any  great  force,  and  fent  for  me : 
five  hours  had  elapfed  before  I  could  attend  on 
the  cafe ;  when  I  came,  I  found  an  entire  ceffa- 
tion  of  labour  pains,  and  the  child  in  the  fitua* 
tion  as  above  defcribed  j  the  pulfe  and  counte- 


t  85  ] 

nee  of  the  patient  indicated  extreme  weak- 
:s:  I  raifed  the  child  up  to  the  belly  of  the 
nher,  and  paffing  the  fore  finger  of  my  left 
nJ  into  the  mouth  of  the  child,  whofe  face 
s  to  the  Jacrum,  gently  flrove  with  ray  hands 
extricate  the-  head ;  but  was  not  able  by  any 
ans  to  effe£l  it,  and  being  unwilling  to  exert 
li  force,  as  might  endanger  a  feparaiion  of  it. 
:n  the  body,  (as  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  child's 
ng  dead  ;  and  the  woman  had  borne  feveral 
Idren  before;)  refolved  upon  the  ufe  of  the 
f  curved  forceps-,  the  woman,  though  feeble. 

difheartened,  was  fiubborn  and  untoward,  ^ 
ig  naturally  of  a  fretful  and  u-neafy  difpofition, 
it  was  witl^  fome  difficulty,,  that  I  could 
vc  her  fenfible  of  the  necefTity  there  was  for 
vering  the  child.;  it  was  a  period  of  much 
larralfment:  however,  having  in  fome  mea- 
overcome  her  pervcrfenefs,    by  the  beft 
ranees  I  was  able  to  give  her,  and  recruited 
(pirits  with  fome  mulled  wine,  fiie  was  plac'd 
t  her  left  fide  near  the  edge  of  the  bed ;  an 
[.^.lant  fupported  the  body  and  arms  of  the 
Bd,  and  raifed  them  up  enclofed  in  a  cloth  to. 
I  G  Q  the 
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the  belly  of  the  mother;  who  being  fupported 
by  a  proper  number  of  afliflants,  I  introduced  my 
left  hand  along  the  face  up  to  the  ear,  carefully 
paffed  up  one  blade  of  the  forceps ;  and  foon 
after  the  fecond,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
firfl,  on  the  oppofitc  fide,  the  forceps  was 
then  lucked;  the  head  being  large  made  fome 
refinance,  but  by  exefiing  the  power  of  the  in- 
flrument  gently  and  by  intervals,  the  forehead 
being  brought  dpwn,  the  handles  of  the  forceps 
were  raifed  upwards,  and  prefently  after  the 
head  was  delivered:  the  child  had  a  livid  ap-r 
pcarance,  and  the  fcalp  was  much  enlarged  and 
tumefied  ;  the  placenta  followed  foon  after  the 
delivery  of  the  head  without  any  trouble  ;  and 
the  woman  remained  pretty  well  till  the  third 
day,  when,  from  errors  in  her  diet,  and  want  of 
tranquillity  of  mi"d,  flie  was  attacked  with  a 
ephemera  ;  of  which,  however,  by  proper  manager 
ment,  (he  foon  got  the  better,  and  by  the  end  o 
the  month  fufEciently  recovered  her  ftrcngth  td: 
follow  her  domeflic  bufinefs  as  ufual :  the  diffi* 
culty  that  occurred  in  this  cafe  was  from  the  dif- 
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proportion  of  the  head,  which  from  chin  to  vertex 
was  nearly  feven  inches,  and  laterally,  from  temple 
to  temple,  four  and  a  quarter.— Mauriceau, 
when  the  infant's  head  is  feparated  from  its 
body,  and  remains  alone  behind,  whether  be- 
caufe  of  putrefaflion  or  otherwife,  dire^ls  the 
Surgeon  immediately,  without  delay,  whilfl  the 
womb  is  yet  open,  to  introduce  his  right  hand 
to  find  the  mouth  of  this  head,  (for  there  is  no. 
other  hold)  and  having  found  it,  fays,  let  him  put 
one  or  two  of  his  fingers  into  it,  and  his  thumb, 
under  the  chin,  and  then,  by  little  and  little,  draw 
it  forward,    holding  it  fo  by  the  jaw;  but  if 
that  fails,  as  it  often  will  when  putrified ;  then 
let  him  pull  forth  his  right  hand,  and-  Aide  up 
his  left,  with  which  he  mull  fupport  the  head; 
and   with   the   right  take  a  narrow  crotchet, 
but  flrong,  and  with  a  fingle  branch,  which  he 
rauft  guide  along  the  infide  of  his  other  ha,nd, 
keeping  the  point  of  it  towards  it,  for  fear  o£ 
hurting  the  womb ;  and  having  thus  introduced, 
it,  let  him  turn  it  towards  the  head^  for  to.ftrikc 
it  into  either  an  eye-hole,  or  the  hole  of  an  ear, 
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or  behind  the  head,  or  elfe  between  the  futures, 
as  he  finds  it  moft  cafy  and  convenient,  and  then 
draw  forth  the  head  fo  fattened  with  the  crotchet, 
ftill  helping  to  condufl  it  with  his  left  hand ; 
but  when  he  haih  brought  it  near  the  palTage, 
being  ftrongly  fallened  to  the  crotchet,  let  him 
remember  to  draw  forth  his  hand,  that  the  paf- 
fage,  being  not  filled  with  it,  may  be  the  larger 
and  cafier,  keeping  flill  a  finger  or  two  on  the 
fide  of  the  head,  the  belter  to  difengage  it :  he 
alfo  recommends  a  foft  fillet  or  linen  flip,  of  the 
breadth  of  four  fingers,  and  the  length  of  three 
quarters  of  an  ell  or  thereabouts:  this  he  dircds, 
to  be  put  up  beyond  the  head,  fo  as  to  embrace 
it  as  a  fling  doth  a  flone  ;  but  this  is  a  very 
doubtful  contrivance,  and  not  in  the  leafl  to  be 
depended  on.  —  GiI'FARd,  Cafe  69,  mentions 
the  delivery  of  a  fxliis,  of  about  fix  months  j 
the  child  was  putrificd,  and  by  pulling  at 
the  body  the  head  feparated  from  it,  and 
remained  in  the  ulcriis :  as  he  had  no  in- 
flrumcnts  with  him,  he  immediately  paiTed  up 

his 
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his  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  the  ends  of  his 
fingers  into  the  os  inlernum,  which  he  gently  di- 
lated, and  then  puPaing  them  forwards  in  the 
uterus;  tried  to  take  hold  of  fomc  part  of  the 
head ;  and  at  length,  by  preffing  the  end  of  a  fin- 
ger againft  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  he  thrufi 
it  through  the  outer  hitcgumcnts  (they  being 
very  tender)  into  the  fkull,  pnd  there  bending  it; 
in  the  manner  of  a  hook,  cautioufly  drew  the 
head  forwards,  and  by  this  method  fetch  d  the 
head  out  of  the  uterus:  in  Cafe  128,  he  like- 
wife  gives  us  an  inftance,  where  the  child  was,  all 
hut  the  head,  protruded  beyond  the  labia  pudendi^ 
i  but  that  fluck  above,  although  the  midwife  had 
j  pulled  fo  ilrongly,  that  Qie  had  nearly  feparated 
I  the  body  from  the  head.    The  occafion  of  the 
.  child's  being  flopped  at  the  head,  he  judged  to 
1  be  from  the  face  being  turned  upwards  towards 
1  the  OS  pubis,  and  the  chin's  falling  over  the.  faid 
bone.    The  midwife  being  ignorant,   did  not 
take  care  to  turn  it  towards  the  fpine  of  the  mo- 
ther as  the  body  advanced;  he  therefore  imme- 
■  diately  put  up  one  hand  to  the  head,  and  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  move  it  off  the  os  pubis,  and  prefs 
It  more  backwards  into  the  vagina ;  which 
fo  far  fucceedcd  to  his  wifli,  that  by  gently 
pulling  at  the  flioulders,  he  brought  it  out  in 
a  minute's  time :  he  obferves,  that  had  he  been 
there  at  the  firfl  falling  down  of  the  feet, 
he  might  very  probably  have  faved  the  life  of 
the  child :  and  juftly  remarks,  that  felf-fuffici- 
ency,  joined  with  an  idle  notion,  that  they  fuffcr 
in  their  charafier,  if  they  fend  for  a  man's  aflifl- 
ance  when  they  meet  with  a  difficult  labour,  ge- 
nerally prevents  moft  midwives  from  fending 
early ;  by  which  they  too  often  endanger  the 
lives  both  of  mother  and  children,  and  give  no 
fmall  trouble  to  the  Man-Midwife.  — »  Chap- 
man relates  the  cafe  of  a  child  prefenting  with 
its  feet,  which  happened  to  flick  at  the  head; 
and  the  midwife  pulling  hard,  the  neck  wholly 
feparated  from  the  body,  and  the  head  was  left 
behind  ;  he  immediately  pafled  his  left  hand  into 
the  womb,  and  taking  the  head  in  the  hollow  of 
his  hand,  carefully  introduced  the  crotchet,  keep- 
ing the  point  all  the  way  againft  hia  arm,  fixed  it 

ia 
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pn  the  head  (which  being  of  a  globular  figure, 
3nd  very  flippery,  he  remarks,  is  not  to  be  done 
without  difficuky)  and  fo  drew  it  away,  dili- 
gently guarding  the  point  of  the  hook,  left  it 
jRiould  flip  and  wound  the  woman :  he  fays,  that 
however,  the  larger  the  head  happens  to  be,  the 
crotchet,  with  due  care,  will  deftroy  its  texture, 
and  cxtra6l;  it;  but  that  the  knife,  which  is  fo 
much  recommended  by  Mauriceau  is,  in  his 
opinion,  a  very  dangerous  inflrument,  nor  ought 
it  ever  be  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion. — ^Pugh, 
fpeaking  of  the  head  being  fcparated  from  the 
body  and  left  in  the  womb,  defcribes  it  as  a 
mofl  melancholy  circumftance,  as  there  is  ufu- 
ally  great  difficulty  met  with  in  extracting  it;- 
proceeding  from  its  round  figure,  on  which  no 
hold,  without  the  greateft  difEculty,  can  be 
taken,  and  being  extfemely  flippery  from  the 
moiftuve  of  the  womb.  There  have  been,  he 
fays,  various  methods  propofed  by  difierent  au- 
thors for  performing  this  operation,  as  crotchets, 
bands,  nets.  Sec.  all  of  which  feem  badly  calcu- 
lated for  fuccefs,  pfpecially  with  fafety  to  tlie  pa- 
tient : 
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tient:  it  is  a  cafe  heowns  he  never  met  with,  and 
is  of'  opinion,  that  where  there  is  proper  know- 
ledge and  care  in  tiic  operation  of  turning,  be- 
lieves it  ?iever  will  happen  to  any  one;  but,  for 
ray  own  patt,  I  find  myfclf  obliged  to  dilFer 
from  our  ingenuous  author  in  this  refpeft,  as  it 
is  an  accident  which  has  happened  to  Genileraea 
who  have  derived  great  reputation  from  their 
practice,  and  froni-vvhofe  experience  the  obftetric 
art  has  received  much  acceffion  ;  but  fince  the 
invention  of  the  forceps,   this  fmifler  accident 
has  been  much  Icfs  frequent.    The  Doclor  in- 
forms us,  that  fiiould  the  cafe  happen  under  his 
care,  the  method  he  fhould  take  would  be  to 
iiitroducc  his  hand,  and  turn  the  head,  fo  as  to 
prefent  in  a  proper  natural  poflure  to  the  mouth 
of.  the  womb,  ordering  a  perfon  at  the  fame  time 
to  prefs  externally  to  keep  it  in  that  fiiuation, 
then  he  would  introduce  Dr.  Burton's  exirac- 
tor;  and  if  that  fliould  fail,  he  fliould  introduce 
his  own  curve  crotchet  forceps  next,  with  which 
he  thinks  he  could  extvafl  it  with  eafe,  if  the 
fcparation  happened  from  putrefefl;ion.   But  if  it 
was  from  dilproporlion    of  fize,   between  the 
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head  and  the  paffage  through  which  it  was  to 
make  its  exit,  he  fliould  not  attempt,  he  Jays, 
to  extia6l  the  head  before  he  had  evacuated 
the  brain,  by  keeping  the  head  tight  to  the 
paffage,  till  a  large  perforation  was  made 
with  fome  proper  inflrument ;  and  the  preffure 
of  the  forceps  upon  the  head  would  evacuate  the 
brain,  and  then  extraft  it.  In  the  firft  of  thefe 
cafes,  raoft  probably  nature  alone  might  be  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  do  the  bufmefs  ;  but  in  the  fecond,  the 
Jeffening  of  the  head  would  perhaps  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  —  La  Motte,  book  3,  chap. 
23.  defcribcs  a  cafe  of  the  head's  being  left 
in  the  uterus,  the  body  having  been  deli- 
vered, and  torn  from  it  with  great  force: 
and  in  the  Supplement  to  his  Treatife,  he  has 
related  an  inflance,  in  which  another  Gentle- 
man could  not  deliver  the  head  which  was  fcpa- 
rated  from  the  body  and  left  in  the  uterus ;  never- 
thelefs  he  went  to  bed,  and  the  firll  news  he 
heard  in  tL^  morning  was,  that  the  head  was 
delivered  by  the  mere  aflrdlance  of  nature  only. 
— Dr.  OuLD  confiders  the  head  feparated  from 
<  die  body  and  remaining  in  the  womb,  as  a  mofl. 
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melanctioly  circumflance,  objc£ls  lo  tlic  various 
methods  laid  down  by  MAuriceau  for  its  cctrac- 
tion  ;  mentions  an  improvtmcht  of  the  writtr's  in- 
vention of  a  purfe  for  this  purpbfc,  by  Mr.  A- 
MAND,  a  French  furgeon  ;  but  thinks  the  difficulty 
of  putting  the  head  into  it,  as  great  (if  not  more  fo) 
as  putting  it  into  the  fling  :  he  confideVs  the  fepara- 
tion  of  the  head  from  the  body,  from  the  difpro^ 
portion  of  fize  between  the  head  and  the  paflage 
through  which  it  is  to  make  its  exit;  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  fayS,  the  firfl  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  Icffen  the  fjze  of  the  head  (with- 
out which  the  mail  ingenious  machine  is 
trifling  and  infignlfic^nt)  after  whiih  there 
needs  no  other  contrivance  than  (he  opera- 
tor's hand  to  bring  it  away:  he  condemns 
the  fliarp  pointed  knife  of  Mauriceau  as  a 
dreadful  weapon  :  and  from  the  confiderations  of 
its  dangerous  tendency,  fuppofcs,  that  Ambrose 
Parre  and  GuJLLrMEAu  propofe  a  very  fiiOrt 
knife  to  be  inclofed  in  the  operator's  hand,  till 
intjoduced  into  the  womb;  but  imagines  that 
they  never  made  ufe  of  this  inflrument :  for  in 
the  firft  place,  he  obferves,  that  it  would  be 
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iipoffible  to  introduce  the  hand  in  a  form  nc- 
:ffary  to  contain  this  knife ;  and  were  it  intro- 
Mced,  there  mufl  neceffarily  be  a  hand  quite  dif- 
no-acred  to  find  out  the  futures,  and  hold  the 
cad  fleady,  to  refifl  the  force  of  the  penetrating 
ifltiimeut;  wherefore  he  pronounces  the  fcheme, 
ever  attempted,  to   have  proved  unfuccefs- 
Lil:    now,    continues  he,    let    the  confiderate 
eader  refle£l:  on  the  objcdions  raifcd  to  the 
cveral  methods  of,  and  inflruments  for,  the  ex- 
ra6lion  of  the  head  remaining  in  the  womb  fe- 
)arate  from  the  body,  I  am  convinced  he  will 
How,  that  the  evacuation  of  the  brain  is  firft 
'cceffary,  as   conducive  to  the  performance  of 
his  operation;  and  confcquently,  all  the  me- 
hods  prior  to  it,  as  drawing  it  forth  by  the 
c'.ower  jaw,   application  of  crotchets,    fling  or 
tpurfe,  are  confuted:  he  will  alfo  agree  with  me, 
r.n  condemning  long  or  fhort  knives  as  dangerous 
and  ill  contrived ;    therefore  it  novv  remains, 
ithat  we  fhou'.cl  find  out  fome  inflrument  more 
.convenient  and  lefs  dangerous :  for  which  pur- 
(pofe,  he  humbly  offers  the  lerdra  occulta;  uf 
nvhiich  be  has  given  a  particular  dcfcripti'>n  and 

copper 


[    g6  ] 

copper  plates,  page  167,  in  his  Treaiife  of 
Midwifery  ;  in  which  inflriiment,  he  prefuraes, 
is  obviated  every  objeftion  already  raifed  to  the 
before-mentioned  inflruments;  and  to  conGrni 
his  afferiion,  gives  us  the  following  hiftory: — In 
January,  1739,  I  was  fent  for,  fays  he,  to  the 
afiiflance  of  a  fervant,  who  lived  in  a  public- 
houfe  at  the  corner  of  Chancer'y-'Lane,  in 
Golden-Lane:  fhe  was  a  woman  of  exceeding 
low  flature,  and  much  dillorted  in  herfliape; 
file  had  begn  in  labour  for  two  days  before,  yet 
there  was  no  dilatation  of  the  05  tinea,  except 
what  a  fmall  bag  of  water  had  made ;  upon  di- 
lating the  orifice  I  found  a  mofl  flrangely  mif- 
fliapen  pelvis ;  as  if  there  had  been  a  luxation  of 
the  OS  Jacrum  and  lower  vertebra  of  the  loins, 
whereby  the  upper  extremity  of  the  os  Jacrum 
was  turned  down  to  the  os  pubis,  which  likely 
had  been  the  cafe :  I  immediately  perceived  the 
impoffibilicy  of  the  infant  being  brought  forth, 
head  foremoft ;  wherefore,  with  exceeding  great 
difficulty,  I  put  my  hand  very  well  oiled  thro' 
this  narrow  paffage,  and  with  as  much  difficulty 
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ameJ  the  child  to  bring  it  by  the  feet;  after  two 
hours  exceffive  hard  toil  I  brought  the  body  and 
arms  into  the  world;  but  had  it  been  to  fave  my 
own  life,  I  could  not  have  brought  away  the 
head;  wherefore,  after  many  vain  endeavours,  I 
was  at  laft  obliged  to  feparate  the  body  from  it, 
by  turning  it  round,  .whereby  the  neck  was  dif- 
located;  I  fortunately  had  the  lafl  mentioned 
inflrument  wich  me,  fo  immediately  introduced 
my  left  hand  into  the  womb,  and  held  the  head 
between  my  thumb  and  middle  finger,  fixing  the 
index  on  the  fonitnelle;  by  which  means  I  held 
the  head  fleady,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointed  to 
the  place  where,  the  perforation  was  to  be  made  ; 
I  then  took  the  lerehra  occiiUa  in  ray  right  hand 
by  that  part  of  the  capfula  which  contains  the 
fpring,  and  thrufl.  it  forward  till  it  arrived  at  the 
fonlinelle  by  the  direction  of  the  index,-  being  free 
from  any  danger  therefrom  on  the,  patient's  fide, 
and  fo.  pufiied  in  the  handle,  whereby  the  ope- 
ration was  performed ;  then  by  fqueezing  the 
bones  of  the  head  together,    I  evacuated  the 
greatefl;  part  of  the  brain,  and  introduced  two 
Vol.  II.  H  fingers 
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fingers  into  the  perforation,  drew  the  head  for- 
ward with  as  much  eafe  as  the  narrownefs  of 
the  pafTage  would  admit  of,  having  more  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  away  my  hand  than  the  empty 
fcull ;  afterwards  I  brought  forth  the  placenta, 
and  cleanfed  the  womb  of  the  brain,  Sec.  with 
my  hand:  this  patient  recovered,  and  is  flill 
living  and  well ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  could 
not  have  happened,  were  it  not  for  the  afliflancc 
of  the  t&rtbra  otadla :  this  was  the  moil  labo- 
rious operation  I  ever  performed ;  though  it 
was  in  the  midft  of  the  great  froft,  yet  I  fwcated 
through  all  my  cloaths,  and  my  left  hand  was 
fo  fwcllcd,  that  I  could  not  make  tifc  of  ic 
rightly  in  ten  days  after.  —  Dr,  Burton,  after 
recounting  various  inventions  for  delivering  the 
head  when  feparated  from  the  body,  and  giving 
us  his  objcflions  and  remarks  diflin^lly  thereon, 
obfcrvcs,  that  Ould  is  for  opening  the  head 
in  this  cafe  with  his  ierebra  occulta  [  which 
he  does  not  allow  to  be  a  difcovery  of  his  own) 
but  that  method,  though  better  than  many  of 
the  foregoing,  is  attended  with  its  difEcultics  : 
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Fot,  (ays  he,  fuppofe  the  orifice  made  with  this 
inflrument,  and  that  did  operator  had  his  finger 
introduced  therein,  yet,  as  the  head  is  fixed  to 
tiothing  to  keep  it  fteady,  he  will  find  it  no  eafy 
matter  to  break  and  fcoop  Out  the  brain,  becaiifc 
both  the  ojfa  bregmatis  will  fo  clofely  fquecze  the 
finger,   that  the  head  will  turn  as  his  finger 
turns:  the  Do6lor  next  appeals  to  every  confide- 
rate  perfon  to  refled  on  the  fcvcral  methods  of, 
and  iuftruments  for,  the  extradion  of  the  head 
remaining  in  the  womb  feparated  fiom  the  body, 
with  all  the  obje£lions  thereto;  and  he  is  con- 
vinced, that  they  will  allow  the  method  with  his 
extractor  (of  which  he  has  given  an  engraving, 
tab.  17.  fig.  6,  7,  8,  Sc  g,  in  his  E flay  on  Mid- 
■vv.iFERl')  is  by  much  ihe  fafeft  and  moft  expedi- 
tious; for  the  operator  has  only  to  introduce  one 
hand  into  the  womb,  by  which  he  holds  the 
head  fleady,  and  with  the  thumb  or  finger  of 
the  fame  hand  guides  the  end  of  the  capjula,  in 
tiae  manner  which  he  has  dire£lcd  10  the  Julure  at 
ihc  apex,  and  then  fixes  the  inftrumcnt  and  brings 
out  the  head;  ail  which,  he  fays,  may  be  done 
H  2  ill 
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in  a  fmall  part  of  a  minute^  by  any  operator  of 
fkill  and  tolerable  dexterity :  fo,  that  now,  ^Atj, 
adds  the  Doftor,  which  heretofore  was  looked 
upoia  to  be  the  very  worfl  labour  any  woman 
could  have,  is  by  my  method  as  eafy,  fafe,  and 
expeditious,  as  any  other  labour  can  be,  where 
inflruments  are  necellary;  for  here  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  of  the  other  methods 
before-mentioned,  arc  all  avoided,  and  the 
head  is  properly  placed,  having  the  apex  in  the 
•center;  is  lelfened  in  the  bulk,  and  brought 
away  without  the  leafl  danger  of  wounding  the 
patient ;  wherefore,  we  need  not  be  under  fuch 
dreadful  apprehenfions  of  the  head  being  Jcpa- 
rated  from  the  body  and  left  in  the  womb :  nay, 
continues  our  author,  in  fome  cafes  we  fliould 
prefer  it ;  becaufe,  as  the  bones,  which  form 
the  lower  part  of  t\w  head  or  cranium,  are  more 
compact,  and  not  fo  loofely  joined  as  the  bones 
which  form  the  upper  part;  fo  confequentlj,. 
they  cannot  fo  readily  mould  therafelvcs,  and 
give  way;  whereas,  when  the  upper  part  of  the 
head  comes  firft,  it  will  mould  into  any  forraj 
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and  yet,  after  all  this  confidence  of  argument  and 
fpecious  reafoning,  we  now  find  the  extradlor  of  Dr. 
Burton  as  little  attended  to  or  regarded  as  the  te.re~ 
bra  occulta  of  Dr.  Ould  ;  the  tire  a  tetc  of  Mauri- 
CEAU,  or  any  other  contrivance,  which  has, been  in- 
vented for  the  purpafe  o[  extracting  ike  head,  which 
has  not  been  found  ultimately  preferable  to  others, 
— Dr.  AsTRuc  in  treating    of  -  the   method  of 
€xtra6ling  the  head  of  an  inja^it  when  left  in  the 
womb,  fays,  he  fhould  approve  extremely  of  the 
following  invention,  if  it  loas  praBicable  :  a  fillet 
of  ftrong  linen,  which  has  been  ufcd,  of  about 
half  an  ell  long,  and  about  four  or  five  fingers 
breadth,  is  to  be  held  with  both  ends  in  the  left 
hand,  and  brought  round  the  child's  head :  afte,r 
■which,  by  gently  drawing  both  the  ends,  the 
head  is  to  be  extrafled:  he  thinks  this  micht 
fucceed,  if  it  was  eafy  to  pafs.  thisjillei  behind  the 
head :  but  this,  he  fays,  appears  impoffiblc;  or 
very  difficult;  and  he  fufpe£ts,  that  this  method 
has  never  been  put  in  pra£lice;  and  adds,  that 
he  might  fay  as  much  of  the  net  propofed  by  Mr. 
Amand,  Man-Midwife,  for  the  fame  purpofe; 
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it  was  a  very  ingenious  contrivance,  but  he  qucf- 
tions  whether  it  was  £ver  made  ufe  of.  — Mr« 
Gregoire,  Man-miclwife,  made  ufe  of  an  inflru- 
mentof  fleel,  of  the  fhape  of  a  capital  L,  the  fur- 
face  of  which  was  perfedly  fmooth,  and  without 
angles;  this  inftrument  opened  into  the  blades, 
\vhich  were  joined  together  by  an  hinge,  and 
was  to  be  introduced  into  the  womb  with  both 
blades  fliut  clofe  to  each  other,  and  was  to  be 
dircflcd  by  the  left  hand  into  the  foramen,  or 
large  hole  in  the  occipital  bone  j  then  opening  thci 
inftrument  it  becomes  double;  and  as  then  its 
ends  cannot  pafs  out  of  the  forafuen,  it  alfo  ferves 
to  extract  the  head  dire^lly  ;  the  Doflor  fays,  he 
fees  no  inconvenience  in  this  pradice,  which 
may  eafily  be  made  ufe  of;  bccaufe,  the  head, 
which  is  left  in  the  paffage,  prcfents  the  hole  or 
forarnen  of  the  occipital  bone,  oppofite  the  orifice 
of  the  womb ;  provided,  that  all  the  ver- 
tebra, or  bones  of  the  neck,  are  feparated. 
from  the  head ;  but  it  cannot  be  of  any  ufe,  if 
any  of  the  vertebra  adhere  to  the  head;  our 
author   fhews  a  leludance  to  the  ufe  of  the 
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crotchet,  for  fear,  that   in   pulling  it  might 
loofe    its    hold   and  wound  the  womb  ;  of 
which  there  is  much  greater  reafon  to  apprehend, 
when  it  is  made  ufe  of  to  extraft  the  head  ;  be- 
caufe,  when  it  is  fcparated,  being  moveable,  we 
cannot  be  fo  certain  of  the  hold  of  the  crotchet, 
^as  in  an  head  fixed  to  a  dead  child:  he  therefore 
^dvifes,  as  the  moft  certain  method,  to  make  an 
incifion  on  the  top  of  the  head  along  the  Jagittal 
future,  take  away  the  brain,  flatten  the  bones  of 
the  fcull,  and  lay  lu)ld  of  one  of  the  parietal 
,bones,  and  thereby  extraft  the  head:  for  thispur- 
pofe,  the  left  hand,  moiftened  with  pomatum,  is 
to  be  introduced  into  the  womb,  as  far  as  till 
the  fingers  reft  upon  the  Jagiltal  Juture:  after- 
wards, a  concealed  hijlovy.  muft  be  Aid  along  the 
left  hand,  as  far  as  that  part  of  the  head,  ta 
which  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  are  applied  ; 
the  bijlory  is  then  to  b^  raifed  up,  and  an  inci- 
fion made  on  the  fontindle  and  along  the  Jagittal 
Juture,  lengthways ;  then  it  is  to  be  withdrawn, 
along  the  left  hand,  with  the  fame  precaution  and 
dexterity  with  which  it  was  introduced ;  the 
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brain  is  to  be  exlracLca  ilnougli  the  incifion  with 
the  left  hfind  ;  cue  bones 'of  the  Icull  arc  to  be 
pieffVd  togetiier  to  flatten  them,  leaving  one  of 
the  -pa-'icia"  bohes  to  fe'rve  for  the  extraction  of 
-the  heao ,   v^  hile  this  operation  is  performed, 
■fom'^bor"  fhould  prefs  on  the  woman's  bclly,  to 
i^rnd  againft  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
a  fixed  flate:  but  with  all  ihefc 
■  iS,  our  author  owns,  that  this  opera- 
oOen  found  impraflicable ;  becaufc,  the 
head,  inlicad  of  prefcnting  with  its  crown,  pre- 
;\vays  the  contrary  fide,  which  precludes 
cliis  operation  :  it  is  true,  the  head  is  propofcd  to 
'be  turned;  but  thofe  who  propofc  it,  do  not  at 
all  confidcr,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  not  to  fay 
jmpoffible,  to  turn  a  head ;  the  furface  of  which  Is 
'  flippery,  clammy,  and  affords  no  hold. — -The  Doc- 
tor, after  having  enumerated  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  different  methods  ufed  fcr  the  extraSioii 
of  the  head  when  left  in  the  womb, 'concludes 
with  recommending  the   crooked  forceps,  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Levrkt  ;  by  mcariS"of  which,  he 
tells  us,  that  the  head  that's  left  is  'extfadicd  eafily, 
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and  without  danger.  —  Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  3.  p. 
36S,  defcribes  a  cafe,  when  the  head  was, left  in 
the  vagina,  through  the  hafle  and  temerity  of  a 
midwife:  upon  coming  to  the  patient,  he  found 
her  pulfe  pretty  good,  and  tHat  there  had  been 
no  dilcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  and  what 
then  came  away  was  only  from  the*  child's  head; 
which,  to  his  great  fatisfa£lIon,  was  lying  in  the 
vagina  3.nd  pelvis,  and  which  he  delivered  with 
the  crotchet. — Page  371.  of  the  fame  volume,  he 
mentions  an  inftance  of  the  head's  being  left  in 
the  uterus  from  the  body's  being  much  mortified, 
and  the  forehead  to  the  pubis:  this  accident  hap- 
pened from  the  ignorance  of  the  midwife,  (he 
not  knowing  how  to  turn  the  fore  parts  of  the 
child  to  the  back  parts  of  the  uterus;  but  bring- 
ing it  along  as  it  prefented,  he  was  called  in, 
and  found  the  greatell  part  of  the  head  ftill 
above  the  pelvis ;  the  woman  began  to  flood,  and 
her  pulfe  to  fmk  ;  the  child  had  been  dead  at 
lead  ten  or  twelve  days ;  after  encouraging  her, 
giving  her  Ibme  warm  wine  and  water,  and 
placing  her  in  a  fupinc  pofition,  he  introduced 

his 


[    io6  J 

his  right  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  raifed  the 
head  above  the  biim  of  the  pelvh  ;  then  tqrncd 
it,  and  brought  in  the  upper  part  of  it  to  pre- 
fent  with  the  face  backvyards  and  a  little  to  the 
left  fide:  this  being  done,  he  ordered  an  affiftant 
to  prefs  upon  the  belly  with  both  hands,  to  keep 
down  the  ulertis  and  head  in  that  pofition,  and 
opening  the  head  with  the  fciffars,  went  up  along 
the  forehead  and  face,  introduced  the  blunt  hook 
with  his  other  hand,  and  fixed  the  point  in  the 
mouth,  which  was  now  turned  towards  the 
fundus;  he  then  withdrew  his  right  hand,  took 
hold  of  the  handle  of  the  blunt  crotchet  or 
hook,  and  introduced  the  fingers  of  his  left  hand 
into  the  opening ;  with  thefe  two  holds  he  gra- 
dually brought  down  the  head,  and  delivered  it 
ilowly,  though  with  fomc  difficulty ;  ihc  placenta, 
which  \vas  partly  fepaiated,  followed  foon  after  j 
tl^e  head,  in  this  operation,  flipped  feveral  times 
before  he  got  it  right  turned  to  prefent  with  thQ 
upper  part :  he  adds,  that  he  had  forne  difliculty 
in  keeping  the  head  fleady,  fo  as  to  perforate 
the  fau.e  with  the  fciffars  ;  by  which,  both  his 
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nils  were  much  cramped  and  weary:  page 
73.  affords  us  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
iregouig;  but  more  difficult,  from  the  parts 
cing  much  fvvelled,  and  the  pelvis  a  little  dif- 
;ited,  the  operator  could  not  fix  the  blunt  hook, 
in  the  former  cafe,  but  got  a  pretty  firm  hold 
L  the  fore  part  of  the  ear,  and  luckily  the  head 
ot  being  very  large^  brought  it  gradually  lower, 
s  the  cerebrum  evacuated,  and  at  iafl  delivered 
;  the  point  of  the  crotchet  flipped  twicd  in  puU 
ng,  but  the  third  time  he  got  a  good  hold  in  the 
ik  orbit  of  the  eye :  in  the  next  page  he  mentions 
cafe,  where  the  body  was  feparated  from  the 
;cad  by  incifion;  the  woman  was  turned  of 
orty,  and  th?  pelvh  narrow ;  the  head  was  de- 
ivcred  with  the  curved  crotchets;  Dr.  Hunter 
vas  prefent,  and  affifted  at  this  operation :  page 
'^l^f  he  relates  a  cafe,  where  the  head  was  fcpa- 
-ated  and  left  in  the  ulerm. — rAnothcr  prafli- 
lioner  was  called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman  of  a 
tender  and  delicate  conftitution  ;  flie  had  been  a 
whole  day  in  ftrong  labour  before  the  membranes 
broke;  the  pains  after  that  abated,  and  in  two 
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clays  the  head  did  not  "advance ;  he  found  the  os 
nleri  fully  open,  and  the  forehead  of  the  child 
towards  the  ^wZ-zj ;  with  great  difficulty  he  turned  j 
the  child,  and  brought  down  the  legs  and  body :  | 

but  in  uHng  all  his  force  to  deliver  the  head,  both  i 
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the  jaw  and  neck  gave  way:  being  much  fa-  I 
tigued,  and  the  uterus  ftrongly  contrafled,  he 
could  not  introduce  his  fingers  to  the  head,  fo  as 
to  fix  the  crotchet;  having  fent  for  our  author, 
he,  after  repeated  trials,  at  lafl  got  his  fingers 
into  the  orbit,  where  he  fixed  the  crotchet  and 
delivered  the  head,  \vhich  was  large  ;  the  futures 
were  firm,  and  the  pelvis  v\'as  narrow;  the  pa- 
tient fecmcd  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery  for 
the  next  two  days  ;  but  imprudently  fitting  up  I 
too  long,  and  drinking  heating  liquors,  fhe  con-  }. 
trailed  a  fever,  and  died  on  the  fixth  day  after  1 
delivery,  \viihout  any  complaint  from  the  fcverity  I 
of  the  labour:  page  380  contains  another  cafe, 
communicated  by  a  Gentleman  to  Dr.  Smelue, 
in  which  the  head  was  left  in  the  uterus,  by 
the  midwife's  pulling  the  body  till  it  feparatedl 


[   i"9  ] 

:om  It;  ilie  delivery  was  efFe6led  |by  the  ufe  of 
he  curved  crotchets ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  by 
xing  his  fingers  in  the  child's  mouth.  —  Dr. 
;iRANGE,  of  Hatfield,  has  pubHQied  a  cafe, 
in.  which  lie  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Enfield, 
iwere  fatigued  a  whole  day  in  delivering  a  head ; 
(which  was  fo  flippery,   that  for  a  long  time 
Ithey  were  not  able  to  open  or  fix  an  inftrument 
lupon  it. — In  this  mofl:  unfortunate  accident,  there 
;need  be  no  hurry  to  accomplifh  the  delivery,  nu- 
merous inftances  of  the  kind  having  happened 
»when  the  head  has  been  expelled  by  the  labour 
ipains  alone,  without  any  ill  confequence  to  the 
cmoil.er ;  but  if  the  head  cannot  be  forced  away  by 
;!the  a£iion  of  the  uleruSf  on  account  of  the  wrong 
conformation  or  diflortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  ge- 
neral -rules  laid  down  for  leflenins;  the  head  muft 
then  be  accommodated  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
;  cafe. 
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■CASE  LXXXV. 
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POOR  woman  of  the  parlfh  of 
TERiNGBURY,  who  botli  froin  a  laxity  of  habii 
and  an  ill -formed  pelvis,  had  been  fubjcfl  t)| 
dangerous  and  troublefome  labours ;  and  ha|j 
never,  in  her  three  preceding  births,  proceed 
further  than  the  fcvcnth  manih,  was  again  tak 
at  the  end  of  lhat  period  with  a  flight  uterine  hi 
morrhage,  unattended  with  pains,  which  at  lengj|| 
began  to  be  felt  in  a  fmall  degree  ;  and  in  tl 
evening  of  the  13th  of  July,  1765    I  was  fe 
for ;  flie  had  riot  moved  out  of  bed  froiB  tl 
lime  of  her  being  taken  ;  notwiih (landing  vi'bic 
the  flooding  had  increafed,  and  (he  complaini 
of  a  noife  in  her  ears;  mill  before  her  eyes,  a 
ficknefs  at  her  flomach:  upon  examination 
found  the  os  exitrnum  very  much  dilated, 
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the  membranes  protruding  through  it  in  form  of 
,a  bag ;  and  upon  the  remiflion  of  pain,  by  pafTmg 
ray  finger  within  fide  the  coccyx  (though  the  intra- 
fiou  was  not  very  confiderable)  I  could  feel  fo 
-.much  of  the  vertebra  of  the  facriim,  as  to  leave  no 
idoubt  of  the  ill  con(lru£lion  of  the  pelvis:  thus 
:  circuinftanccd,  1  thought  it  befl.  to  rupture  the 
ilnetiibrancs,  as  a  means  of  abating  the  flooding 
:by  contrafllng  the  womb  :  this  done,  I  found 
ithe  part  of  the  falus  which  prefcnted,  to  be  the 
round  part  of  the  flioulder;   the  woman  had 
mow  a  fainting  fit,  and  the  hamorrliage  appeared 
vrather  to  increafe  than  to  diminifh :  as  foon  as 
Iflie  recovered  from  the  fit  I  gave  her  foms  nou- 
irifliment,  and  cautioufly  introduced  my  hand'as 
Iflie  laid,  on  that  fide  of  the  pelvis,  where  I  could 
imod  eafily  obtain  admittance;  and  as  there  vvas 
hbiit  little  refinance  from  the  ulerus,  expefied  to 
ihave  eafily  found  the  feet,  but  the  narrowncfi  of 
■.the  pelvis  for  fome  time  prevented  it;  at  length, 
ihaving  found  one  foot,  I  deliberately  brought  it 
idown,  and  properly  fecured  it,  by  conducting 

f the  noofe  of  a  fillet  over  the  ancle  ;  then  raifing 

the 
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tlie  fhoulder  of  the  child  with  the  fingers  and 
thumb  of  ray  left  hand,  whilfl;  the  right  was  em- 
ployed in  gently.  cxtra£ling  vvidi  the  fillet,  in 
about  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes  the  delivery  A'as 
efFeded;  the  child  was  not  in  the  leafl  hurt,  was 
born  alive,  and  furvived  forae  days  ;  the  pla- 
centa fcjiarated,   and  came  away  without  any 
trouble;  the  floodins;  ceafcd  foon  after  the  dclir  ; 
very,  and  the  woman,  confidering  the  low  (late 
to  which  flie  was  reduced,  and  the  natural  debi- 
lity of  her  habit,  recovered  beyond  expcflation. 
— In  the  year  176S,  my  afiillance  was  befpoke 
to  this  patient;  but  early  in  the  feventh  month 
flic  was  fuddenly  fcized  with  pain  and  floodin^^ 
and  delivered  before  I  could  reach  her  houfe,  o^ 
a  fmall  Jalus,  which  languiflied  till  the  fecondji 
day.  and  then  died.- — In  1769,  flie  mifcar-f!j 
ried  by  a  fright,  about  the  end  of  the  fourtll'i 
month,  wich  much  difficulty  recovered,  and  wa 
ever  after  fubjcft  to  nervous  tremors. — In  1770 
flie  was  again  with  child,  and  hafiily  deli\cre( 
of  twins,  which  were  ftill  born,  about  the  fixtl 
mondi ;  they  were  both  boys,  and  one  of  thcr 
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1  had  a  large  portion  of  its  lungs  and  mediajlmuni 
I  lying  out  externally  upon  the  Jlernum,  on  one 
i  fide  of  which  there  appeared  a  perforation  thro' 
t  the  integuments,  and  between  the  cdjla  where 
'.  this  pulmonary  Juhjlance  had  made  its  exit :  the 
!  mother  attributed  this  extraordinary  appearance 
(  to 'her  being  furprized  by  fuddenly  ftriking  her 
f  face  againft  a  calfs  pluck,  which  had  been  hung 
I  up  on  a  hook,  unknown  to  her,  in  a  room  ad- 
i  joining  to  her  hoiife,  which  belonged  to  another 
I  family,  and  through  which  fhe  had  accidentally 
fpaffed:  how  far  this  accident  might  influence  the 
tfalus,  I  am  liot  able  to  determine ;  but  it  feems 
[ftrange  and  improbable,  that  its  lungs  fliould  be 
:ithus  protruded,  and  appear  externally  vtpon  the' 
( thorax.  The  patient's  recovery  fromi  this  abor- 
I  'iion  was  d  long  time  doubtful,  and  fhe  never  after 
r  recovered  her  ilrengdi,  but  went  into  a  flow  de- 
cline, and  died  of  a  confumption  in  a  few  months 
•after.  Itfhould  feem,  as  if  providentially,  this' 
patient  never  exceeded  the  Jeventh  month,  the  dif- 
)proportion  between  the  hea;d  of  the  child,  and 
!the  dimenfions  of  the  pelvis,  being  then  fo  much 
Vol.  II.  I  4efs,. 
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Ids,  than  if  fhe  bad  been  able  to  have  reached' 
her  full  time;  when,  confidering  the  natural  in^ 
creafe  of  the  foetus  in  the  two  lafl  months  of 
geflation,  and  the  ill  conftru£lion  of  her  pelvis,  thd 
difficulties  of  parturition  mufl  confequently  havip 
been  very  much  enhanced. — Bartholini  in  his 
Hift.  Anat.  Cent.  3.  fays,  that  a  woman  big 
with  child,  being  exceedingly  frightened  by  a 
cat,  was  delivered  of  a  well-fhaped  child,  but 
with  an  head  like  that  of  a  cat  — Gulielm.  Pa4 
RADiN,  in  his  Additum  ad  Donat.  per  Hoft 
lib.  7.  cap.  3-  tells  us,  that  on  July  1 1,  1610,  a 
boy  was  born  at  Prague,  whofe  liver,  intellines 
flomach,  fplecn,  with  part  of  the  mefentery,  hun 
out  all  naked  below  his  navel :  he  lived  but  a  fe 
hours.    The  mother,  upon  enquiry  faid,  tha 
three  months  before  her  delivery,  flie  was  force 
by  fome  foldiers  to  be  prcfent  at  the  killing  of 
calf;  at  the  opening  of  which  flie  felt  an  extral 
ordinary  motion  in  hcrfelf,  when  flie  faw  thi 
bowels  tumbling  from  the  belly. — Fienus  de  V 
lib.  Imaginationis,  tells  us  of  a  girl  born  xoitli^ 
out  an  head,  but  complete  in  the  reft  of  the  b 
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dy;  the  likenefs  of  a  Jhcll-fijli  was  joined  to'  her 
neck,  having  two  valves  which  fhut  and  opened, 
and  by  which  from  a  fpoon  (he  took  her  nourifh- 
nent :  this  was  occafioned,  he  fays,  by  the  mo- 
,  ther  s  longing  for  mufcles  in  the  market,  which 
;  fhe  could  not  procure;  this  monfter  lived  eleven 
^  years,  but  happening  in  an  angry  inood  to  bite 
t  the  fpoon  with  which  fhe  was  fed,  and  break- 
i  ing  thofe  Lejlactous  valves^  fhe  died  quickly 
r  after. ^ — The  cafe  related  by  Skbastian  Mun- 
f  STER,  in  his  Cofmography,  lib.  iii.  of  two  chil- 
(  dren  born  growing  together  by  the  forehead,  oc- 
i  cafioned  by  two  perfons  wantonly  flriking  their 
i  heads  together  behind  the  mother,  feems  lefs 
f  flrange  to  thofe  who  have  feen  in  London,  two 
^  girls,  brought  from  Germany,  conjoined  about 
I  the  loins  and  buttocks,  with  one  common  anus 
a  and  pudendum.  — Ambrose  Par  re  fays,  that  in 
1  1517  a  child  was  born  with  its  face  referabling 
t  that  of  a  frog;  which  was  occafioned  by  the 
r  mother's  holding  that  creature  in  her  hand  to 
\  allay  the  heat  of  a  fever,  about  the  time  of  her 
I  conception. — Fienus  records  a  woman  at  Ant- 
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WEUP,  who  in  countenance  and  gcfture;  refera- 
bled  an  ape,  her  raodier  when  pregnant  being 
ufjJ  to  play  with  a  creature  of  that  kind:  he 
likewife  informs  us  of  a  lizard,  that  frightened  a 
woman  wi'di  child  by  leaping  into  her  bofom  ; 
and  flic  brought  forth  an  infant  with  a  Ji<.JJiy  ex^ 
trefcencc  on  the  brcaft  exactly  refemblini^  a  //-  ; 
zard,  with  its  head  fixed  in  the  child's  fleQz,  and 
the  refl  of  the  body  hanging  out. —Dr.  Cvpri- 
ANus  in  Philofoph, .Tranf.  vol.  iii.  p.  222.  gives 
the  following  cafe:  a  Lady  was  delivered  of  a 
girl,  with  a  wound  in  her  breafl  above  four  fin-  i 
gcrs  long,  and  penetrating  to  the  mufculi  inter'  | 
cojlales,  being  an  inch  broad,  and  hollow  under  | 
the  flefh  about  the  wound ;  which  being  treated 
\vith  Juppuralives  came  to  an  head,  was  opened, 
and  healed  with  the  wound ;  the  birth  was  eafy,  i 
and  confequently  the  child  received  no  harm  in  ,  1 
it;  but  about  two  months  before,  the  mother  \ 
being  gone  to  bed,  heard  a  report  that  a  man  { 
had  murdered  his  wife  by  wounding  her  in  the  \ 
breafl  with  a  knife  ;  at  which  relation  it  was  ob-  J 
ferved  that  Are  changed  countenance,  and  fcemed  ;  3 
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concerned. — Many  other  ancient  and  modern 
I  writers  of  the  molt  rcfpedable  authority,  have 
:  given  relations  of  the  influence  of  imagination, 
particularly  on  the  foetus. — In  Turner  we  find 
raatiy  inflances  of  maternal  marks  on  the  child, 
v&c.Scc. — Mr.  James  C alder,  Surgeon,  inGiAS- 
;  Gow,  in  the  Medical  Effays  and  Obferyations, 
ihas  publifhed  two  examples  of  children  born 
»with  pteiernalural  conformations  of  the  guts; 
Hhe  firft  had  a  large  fliare  of  its  inteflines  lying 
(without  the  teguments  o(  the  abdomen :  he  firfl 
rimagined  that  the  containing  parts  had  been  torn 
tin  the  birth  ;  but  upon  examination  found  the 
i,navel  entire,  and  a  perforation  half  an  inch 
hbovc  it,  through  which  the  guts  had  fallen  out 
vhh  the  fkin,  clofcly  united  to  them ;  the  child 
ifeeraed  otherwife  as  lively  as  any  new-born  in- 
i.ant  ufes  to  be ;  and  for  twelve  or  fourteen  hours 
•t  received  milk  and  fyrups  by  the  mouth,  with- 
out any  appearance  of  uneafuiefs  ;  but  after  that 
ime  it  vomited  every  thing,  till  its  death,  which 
nappened  four  days  after,  and  all  the  while  it 
\Vd,d  no  paffage  from  the  anus ;  the  guts,  which 

I  3  werq 


[    ,.8  1 

'ii 
J 

were  inflated,  and  had  no  perijlallic  motion,  thad 
he  could  obferve  gradually  inflamed,  and  beforejj 
the  child  died  became  perfeflly  black  ;  wl.en  thei 
belly  was  opened  after  death,  he  lound  that  the 
jejunum,  all  the  ilium,  and  part  of  the  colon,\^ 
which  were  engaged  in  the  perfoiation,  were  at^ 
that  place  fo  fmall  as  fcaree  to  allow  a  goofa 
quill  to  pafs  in  :heir  cavity  ;  they  were  adheren| 
to  each  other,  and  had  no  appearance  of  a  m«- 
Jentery,  all  the  other  vijcera  were   found;  th4 
jTiother  could  not  remember  ever  to  have  bee 
furpiizcd,  frighted,  or  hurt,  during  all  the  nin 
months  of  her  going  with  child  :  about  the  fa 
time,  he  fays,  he  vihted  another  child,  whic 
lived  full  ieven  days  after  the  birth ;  -in  whic 
time  it  had  never  voided  any  faces  per  anum,  b 
vomited  every  thing  it  fwallowed ;  which  did  n 
appear  to  have  any  mixture  of  meconium,  bile,  < 
any  other  coloured  fubflance;  the  parents,  wl 
were  both  heulihy  and  found,  having  foriper 
lofl  feveral  children  with  the  fame  fymptoms, 
fired  Mr.  C alder  to  examine  the  body  of  tlj 
child,  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  their  death. — 'X] 
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flomach,  he  fays,  was  in  good  condiLlon,  but 
the  pylorus  was  very  hard,  and  feit  as  if  it  con- 
tained feme  other  fubllance,  which  appeared 
upon  opening  this  inferior  orifice  of  the  flo- 
mach to  be  a  glandular-Wkt  piece  of  folid  flefh, 
fo  clofcly  adhering  to  the  pylorus  all  around,  that 
there  was  no  feparating  of  it,  and  without  the 
leaft  perforation  in  it  any  where;  fo  that  the'paf- 
fage  was  quite  fliut  up;  below  this  the  duodenum, 
was  divided  into  two,  and  the  gut  continued  to 
be  thus  divided  to  about  one  third  of  an  inch 
above  the  jejunum.  Into  the  largefl;  of  thcfe  inief- 
tinula;  the  biliary  du6l  opened.  All  the  inteflines 
below,  were  dirtended  with  air,  and  only  a  very 
fmall  quantity  of  yncconium  was  to  be  feen  near 
the  podex.  The  oihexvifcerawere  all  found. — La 
MoTTE,  Obf.  345.  fpeaks  of  a  delivery,  where 
the  child,  which  was  a  girl,  was  of  the  ufuat 
fize,  and  well-formed  im  every  part  of  her  bo- 
dy, from  the  feet  to  the  upper  eye-lids;  her  eyes 
v/cre  in  the  orbits,  and  the  ears  where  they 
fiiould  be;  but  inflead  of  the  coronal,  parietal,  and 
cccipild  bones,  there  was  nothing  but  a  bony  cap^ 
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which  adhered  to  the  bones  of  the  fuperlor  jaw, 
on  which  lefts  the  jaw  in  the  natural  order;  but 
here  there  was  not  the  leafl.  bit  of  it,  no  more 
than  of  the  cerebellum  :  our  author  then  proceeds 
to  give  a  very  particular  and  concife  account  of 
the  extraordinary  appearances  of  the  parts  upon 
difledlion :  and  in  his  following  obfervation  men- 
tions a  child,  which  he  delivered  in  May,  i^oo, 
the  bones  of  whofe  fuperior  jaw  were  perfect ;  but 
there  was  no  more  of  the  fkull,  than  is  gene- 
rally left  on,  \vhen  it  is  fawcd  off  to  flicw  the 
brain;  there  was  only  a  pretty  thick  membrane, 
from  the  middle  of  which  arofe  a  confiderablc 
flcfliy  cxcrcfceucc,  with  a  fmall  flalk,  near  the 
OS  clhmoidcs  and  Jphenoides,  and  fwclled  out  big- 
ger, as  the  largefl.  forts  of  mufhrooms  do,  being 
about  the  breadth  ol^  a  plate :  in  his  next  obfer- 
vation he  relates  the  cafe  of  a  female  child,  whofe 
conformaiion  was  natural  from  the  feet  to  the 
fhoulders,  on  which  the  head  was  immediately 
faflenedon  without  any  appearance  of  neck;  two 
fmall  ears,  pretty  much  like  thofe  of  a  cat,  were 
fallened  to  the  fhoulders;  the  chin  was  conti- 
guous   to   the    upper    part  of  the  Jierniim  ; 

the 
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the  mouth,  lips,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  nofe, 
v/erc  prelly  natural;  but  its  upper  part  paffed 
over  the  os  clhmoides  and  Jphenoidcs,  or  rather  the 
;;arts  where  they  fliould  have  been;  becaufe  m 
this  place  it  was  no  longer  a  human  face,  buc 
fomething  fo  odd,  that  it  had  no  refemblance  to 
any  animal  he  had  ever  feen;  there  was  no  fore- 
head; the  eyes  were  rather  backwards,  than  on 
the  fupeiior  part;  the  back  part  was  formed  by 
a  fort  of  cartilage,  like  that  which  is  remarked 
in  the  hinder  part  of  a  calf's  head ;  the  hairy 
fcalp  fecmed  as  if  raifed  on  purpofc,  and  flit, 
beginning  with  two  forts  of  proceifes  from  each 
eye,  each  part  being  at  about  three  fingers  dif- 
tance  from  one  another,  and  terminating  as  two 
tails  in  the  poflcrior  inferior  part  of  the  falfe 
ribs ;  the  middle  fpace  in  all  this  extent  was  a 
fort  of  flefh,  having  the  fame  appearance  with 
that  of  a  dead  body,  when  the  common  integu- 
ments are  raifed;  the  hair  grew  to  the  fcalp,  and 
formed  the  two  fides  of  this  fleOiy  part,  forming 
a  fort  of  embroidery,  and  becoming  fhorter,  as 
they  were  farther  off  from  the  head.  After  tliis 
defcription,  our  author  proceeds  to  finifli  the  ac- 
count. 
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count,  by  dcfcriLiin?;  the  appearances  of 
the  body  upon  diircflion,  which  he  has 
done  with  his  ufiial  accuracy:  lie  alfo  tells 
us  of  a  child  which  he  delivered,  whofe 
hend  was  very  long ;  the  brain  was  fupporteJ 
by  the  os  ethviQides  and  fphenoides,  and  covered 
wiih  noihing  but  the  hairs,  fcalp,  the  fro7ital, 
pariclal,  and  occipital  bones,  being  wanting ;  the 
arms  were  but  three  inches  long,  and  the  hands 
of  the  fize  and  make  of  the  fore  feet  of  a  mole  ; 
the  kgs  and  thighs  were  about  four  inches  long, 
which  in  [lead  of  having  their  articulation  with 
the  ifchiuvi,  jutted  out  fide-ways,  being  even 
with  the  perinccum  ;  the  feet  were  like  the  hinder 
part  of  a  mole:  he  adds,  that  if- the  child  had 
not  prefcnted  the  head,  he  fliould  have!  been 
very  much  puzzled  how  to  bring  it  away ;  and; 
notv\'iihrianding  his  averfion  to'  the  crotchet,  he 
mult  have  been  forced  to  have  ufcd  it  on  this 
occai.un :  the  fame  author  alfo  dcfcribes  a  very 
extraordinary  appearance  of  a  fubRance,  which 
grew  betwixt  the  eyebrows  of  a  child,  and  hung 
over  tiie  o/l/il,  which  was  in  place  of  the  nafe, 
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of  which  there  v,as  not  the  lead:  appearance; 
and  in  this  orbit,  which  was  oval,  and  larger 
than  it  is  generally,  for  one  eye.  looking  as  if  it 
had  been  bored  with  a  wimble,  ^vere  the  two 
eyes  wirh  their  coats,  humours,  and  membranes, 
holding  to  the  optic  nerves,  which  united  toge- 
ther; there  was  no  mouth,  and  the  chin  was  as 
long  as  the  forehead  was  high. — For  deliveries 
of  children  of  unnatural  conformations,  vide 
Portal,  obf.  30  &  41. — Dr.  Burton  relates 
the  cafe  of  a  monfter  born  without  a  head,  of 
which  he  delivered  a  woman  in  the  city  of  York, 
in  January,  1749,  and  gives  a  table,  explana- 
tory of  the  fame -^Mauriceau  in  his  64th  ob- 
fervation,  mentions  having  feen  a  dead  child  of 
a  woman,  lately  delivered  at  feven  months  of  a 
very  monftrous  figure,  having  ihe  arms  and  the 
feet  quite  mif-fhapen,  and  the  head  without  any 
neck  joined  immediately  to  the  brcaft,  having  on 
the  head,  in  Head  of  the  brain,  a  fort  of  a  thick 
flat  cap,  or  caul,  like  a  red  wen:  this  had  a  pro- 
duction like  a  tail,  which  reached  along  the 
Jpine,  as  far  as  the  os  Jacrum ;  and  on  the  right 
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fide  cf  the  navel  there  was  a  coiifidcrable  tu- 
mour like  a  venlral.  hernia,  in  which  fevcral  of 
the  contents  of  the  abdomen  were  contained. — In 
the  iiSlh  obfervation  he  gives  an  account  of  his 
having  deh'vered  a  woman  in  the  eighth  month, 
of  a  cliild,  whofe  head  was  of  a  monjlrous 
Jigure,  being  without  any  brain;  but  inftcad  of 
all  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  there  was  only  a 
rcddi/Ji  brown  fuhjlance  ;  there  appeared  likewife 
the  inferior  extremities  of  the  occipital  bones, 
and  the  two  eyc3  very  prominent ;  its  feet  vvcrc 
turned  i?iwardi  ;  this  monjlroiis  conformation 
■was  afcribcd  to  great  fatigue  in  a  journey :  in 
his  363d  obfervation.  he  mentions  his  having  j 
d.eliveted  a  woman  of  her  firfl  child,  which  had 
all  die  flcfliy  or  raufcular  parts  of  its  body,  quite 
hard  and  Jchirrous  :  and  fays,  he  faw  at  the  fair 
of  St.  Lawuence,  two  male  children  dead, 
whofe  bodies  were  joined  together,  towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  thorax:  the  mother  had 
been  five  months  gone;  but  no  particularities 
are  mentioned  at  the  birth. — In  the  Philofophical ' 
Tranfa6tions,  no.  65,  we  have  an  account  of  a 
monjlrous  birth,  by  Dr.  Dukstox,  which  had 

two 
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two  hc-ads,  two  nab,  four  arms,  and  four  legs, 
perfeft,  and  well-riiaped,  but  only  one  trunk  ; 
there  was  no  appearance  of  lungs,  and  only  one 
large  heart,  one  midriff,  one  umbilical  chord,  one 
large  liver,  one  flomach,  four  kidnies,  two  uri- 
nary bladders,  two  wombs ;  there  was  only  one 
colo??,  which  terminated  in  two  intejiina  reSla  ;  it 
weighed  eight  pounds  and  a  quarter ;  and  the 
length,  from  head  to  foot,  was  full  eight  inches 
and  a  half. — There  was  another  monftrous  fe- 
male biith,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Morris,  no  13S. 
there  were  two  heads,  and  all  the  parts  double 
.  above  the  diaphragm,  and  fmgle  below,  except 
t  the  appearance  of  two  ftomachs ;  the  uterus  was 
(  of  a  commoa  fize,  but  the  clitoris  large;  there 
I  were  only  two  legs  and  two  arms ;  the  fecundities 
1  were  very  large,  and  weighed  about  eight  pounds ; 
I  one  was  dead,  and  the  other  juft  breathed.—- 
There  is  an  account  of  *  a  double  birth,  in  which 
:  the  children  were  joined  at  the  breafls,  no.  2. 
they  did  not  wake  and  deep  together:  they  alfo 
cried,  fucked,  and  exonerated  apart:  the  fame 

*  Tradition  tells  us  of  a  very  wonderful  cafe  of  a  thubk  birth,  which 
many  years  ago  happened  at  Biddendcn  in  this  county. 

paper 
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paper  relates  another  inflance  of  the  fame  kind  in 
Wales;  and  the  children  lived  fo  long,  till 
thev  could  talk  to  each  other ;  which  thfv  did. 
in  tears,  when  they  thought  that  one  mufl  fur- 
vive  the  other;  but  both  happened  to  die  toge-* 
ther:  there  is  alfo  a  monflrmn  birth  from  Mr^ 
Robert  Taylor,  much  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
preceding  ones,  in  the  fame  Tranfaftion,  na. 
308. — In  Philofophical  Tranfa£lions,  no.  45^5, 
wc  are  told  of  a  monjirous  boy,  feen  at  Mont- 
pelier,  by  Dr.  Andrew  Cantwell;  he  was 
about  thirteen  years  old,  and  bore  the  lower 
parts  of  another  boy ;  the  fore  parts  of  each 
faced  one  another.  Vide  Reflexions  on  Genera-  | 
tion  and  Monflcrs,  by  Dr.  Superville,  Philo- 
fophical Tranfa£lions,  no.  456.  Befides  the 
above,  there  are  fcveral  other  papers  defcribing. 
birdis,  in  which  the  bones  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  cranium  were  wanting :  in  mod  of  which  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  alfo  wanting  ;  thofe 
that  were  born  alive  died  foon  after  the  birth. 
Vide  no.  99.  226.  228.  234.  251.  80320.— And  1 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaflions,  no.  487.  we 

meet  } 


[  ] 

meet  with  a  letter  fro:n  John  HuxHAM,  m,  d.  to 
C,  Mortimer,  m.  d.  concerning  a  child,  born 
with  an  extraordinary  tumour  near  the  anus,  con- 
taining Tome  rudiments  of  an  embrio. — In  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  the  Sciences  at  Pa- 
ris. H.  1 7  1 1 ,  p.  26.  is  the  defcription  of  a  fxlus 
without  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  or  Jpinal  marrow  : 
alfo,  of  a  male  foelus,  at  its  full  time,  which  had 
neither  brain  nor  Jpinal  marrow  ;  and  which  lived 
one  and  twenty  hours,  and  received  fome  nou- 
rifliraent:  in  the  fame  Memoirs,  M.  1732.  p> 
309,  is  alfo  an  account  of  a  monRrous  ftelus, 
with  two  bodies,  the  one  male,  and  the  other 
female. — In  the  German  Ephemerides  there  is  a 
great  number  of  hiflories  of  fuch  monflrous 
produdlions.    See  hkewife  Dr.  Smellie,  Vol.  iii. 

V  col.  g8. — A  woman,  of  the  name  of  Dawson, 
\  was  delivered  fome  years  ago,  by  the  late  Mr., 
i  Robert  Pine,  Surgeon,  of  AIaidstone,   of  a 

V  child,  which  had  no  eyes ;  but  one  arm ;  a  di(- 
torted  fpine;  one  club  foot;  and  great  part  of 
the  liver  and  larger  inteflines  grew  without  fide 
of  the  integuments  on  the  right  fide  of  the  na- 

,  vcl. — 
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vel. — A  Genlleman,  in  this  neighbourhood,  a 
few  years  ago,  was  fent  for  to  afTift  a  poor  wo- 
man in  labour;  flic  was  about  fix  and  thirty- 
years  of  age;  the  membranes  broke  before  he  ar- 
rived: finding  the  pains  very  fevere,  and  a  pre- 
fcntation  of  the  nates;  he  procured  affiflancc, 
and  foon  delivered  the  woman  of  a  child,  whofe 
lower  parts  not  only  rcfembled  a  lobfter's  tail, 
but,  upon  being  pulled  back,  fprung  forward 
again  with  the  fame  elaftic  tenfion  as  the  tail  of 
that  fifli,  and  appeared  like  it  both  in  fliape  and 
colour;  the  fxlus  had  no  parts  of  generation  at 
all,  fo  as  to  diflihguifli  its  fox;  a  fmall  perfo- 
ration or  orifice  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the 
vertebra  lumborum,  as  if  adapted  by  nature  to 
fupply  the  defefls  o[  anus  and  urethra;  the  hands 
were  remarkably  broad,  and  in  every  other  re- 
fpe£l  it  was  a  very  fine  child:  when  delivered,  it 
appeared  to  have  been  dead  but  a  fhort  time:  the 
mother  was  not  able  to  afcribe  this  preternatural 
conformation  of  the  child,  either  to  any  partit- 
cular  longing,  fright,  or  hurt. 


t  ^''g  J 


CASE  LXXXVI. 

j  Elizabeth  deanes,  a  poor  woman,  o^ 

Addington  parifh,  whom  I  had  delivered  twice 
:  before,  applied  to  me  again  on  that  account  in 
^MAY,  1766;  and  in  July  following,  being  taken 
uin  labour  fent  for  me :  I  found  her  with  exceed- 
iiing  ftrong  and  fharp  pains,  and  the  delivery  was 
foon  finifhed :  the  child  of  which  fhe  was  dcli- 
wered  was  a  girl,  and  of  a  middling  fize,  but 
1  bad  a  face  greatly  refembling  that  of  a  rabbit ; 
hhe  05  Jrontis  was  almoft  entirely  flat  in  the  ante- 
i'ior  parts;  but  the  back  parts  were  elevated,  and 
:projefted  over  the  parietal  bones  and  the  occi' 

t'mt,  which  were  all  of  them  fmall  in  propor- 
don  to  the  fize  of  the  os  Jrontis ;  the  eyes  were 
mall,  protuberant,  and  almoft  clofe  together; 
he  right  eye  had  no  upper  lid,  and  the  edge  of 
Vol.  ir.  K  the 
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the  lower  one  had  an  uncommonly  large  carti- 
lage, covered  with  thin  and  foft  hair,  in  colour 
and  texture  refembling  the  Jlix  of  a  rabbit; 
which  fpread  upwards  over  the  greateft  part  of 
the  forehead,  moft  parts  of  the  head  and  down- 
wards over  the  upper  lip  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  right  cheek;  the  ears  were  fmall  and  pointed; 
had  neither  helix  nor  antihelix,  and  were  thinly 
edged  with  the  fame  kind  of  fur;  the  lower  lip 
was  contraded,  and  had  a  callous  feam  in  the 
middle,  like  the  cicatrix  after  a  wound ;  there ' 
was  no  chin  at  all ;  the  nofe  was  entirely  flat, 
and  the  fpace  between  its  apex  and  the  upper 
lip,  not  more  than  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch; 
there  were  two  fmall  lioles  inftead  of  noflrils, ; 
which  perpendicularly  pierced  through  the  bones  1 
of  the  palate;    there  was  no  uvula,  and  thcjj 
tongue  was  only  a  thin  cartilaginous  Jubjlance  ad- 
hering by  a  Jle/hy  membrane  to  the  infide  of  the  cal- 
lous Jubjlance,  before  defcribed  in  the  low'er  lip  :  the 
fame  kind  of  Jlix  which  was  fcattered  over  diffe-i 
rent  parts  of  the  head  and  ears,  alfo  thinly  covere 
the  left  Jcapula the  upper  part  of  the  thorax^ 

an 
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and  the  right  arm,  which  was  but  fix  inches  and 
an  half  in  length,  and  appeared  withered ;  had 
BO  articulation,  nor  any  appearance  of  fingers, 
but  terminated  in  two  or  three  fmall  horny  Jub- 
'  Ranees  divided  lengthways,  and  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  the  talons  of  a  cat ;  the  leg  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  body  had  exaSly  a  fimilar  ap- 
pearance, was  withered,  but  was  fomething  lon- 
I  ger  than  the  arm;  in  every  other  refpeft,  the 
(  conformation  of  the  fxtus  wsiS  not  in  any  degree 
Ifingular;  when  born,  it  appeared  to  have  been 
i^ead  but  a  fhort  time;  and  the  woman  at- 
tributed thefe  preter-natural"  appearances  to  a 
fright  fhe  received  in  the  third  month  of  her 
.  time,  by  the  fuddenly  going  off  of  a  gun,  and 
Feeing  a  rabbit  flhot  juft  befide  her. — Being  again 
;  aregnant  two  years  after,  fhe  had  flrong  prepof- 
■   effions,  that  the  child  of  which  fte  was  big, 
ould  be  born  with  fome  particular  deformity; 
)ut  fhe  had  a  very  eafy  delivery,  and  the  child 
s  natural  fhape  and  make,  tho'  flill-born ;  as  it 
npeared  upon  examination,  from  a  corruption 
i  the  umbilical  chord. 
4  -  CASE 
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CASE  LXXXVII. 


A 


WOMAN,  named  Deacon,  (whom  I  had 
delivered  fevcral  times)  in  August,  1767,  from 
motives  of  neceffity  fent  for  a  woman  midwife;^ 
who,  after  waiting  many  hours,  had  inconfidc-j 
rately  dropped  fome  cxpreffions,  which  fo  far  dif- 
heartened  the  patient,  that  flie  would  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  till  I  was  fent  for;  flie  told  me  fhe  h 
been  in  labour  ever  fince  the  day  before  ;  bu 
her  pains  were  fo  very  flow  and  trifling,  and 
fuch  fhort  duration,  that  I  faw  not  the  leaft  i 
ducement  to  examine  into  the  fituation  of  ti 
child:  I  therefore  adminiflered  an  opiate,  an 
was  about  to  leave  her,  when  fhe  exprelfed  a  d 
fire  to  communicate  fomething  to  me  in  fecrel 
and  defired  every  one  but  myfelf  might  witUji'f 
draw  out  of  the  room ;  fhe  then  told  me  hofjl*' 
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much  (he  had  been  fhocked  foon  after  her  being 
with  child  by  a  blind  obje5l,  who  had  but  one 
leg,  and  who  had  come  to  the  door  to  beg  cha- 
r  rity ;  and,  that  aUhough  fhe  had  never  faid  any 
iithing  of  the  matter  to  any  one,  yet  it  had  lodged 
)On  her  mind,  and  fhe  had  never  been  able  to 
iput  it  entirely  out  of  her  thoughts,  and  really 
iibclieved  the  impreffipn  would  affe^l:  the  child, 
wvhich  had  moved  foon  after  her  firfl  being  taken 
iill;  but  had  not  lince^  and  fhe  was  afraid  her 
tears  upon  this  account  prevented  her  labour 
"rem  going  forward  as  it  fhould  do  :  I  dcfired 
er  not  to  make  herfelf  uneafy,  nor  fuff'er  fuch 
oughts,  which  were  only  founded  in  her  ima-  * 
ynation  to  diftrefs  her ;  that  I  did  not  believe 
_i£r  labour  was  in  the  leaft  retarded  thereby ; 
jdoped  fhe'd  have  patience,  and  compofe  herfelf 
•.s  much  as  pofTible,  and  told  her,  for  the  prefent 
fliould  leave  her;  but  as  foon  as  the  pains  in- 
:;reafed  would  immediately  come  again  to  her 
elief :  in  about  ten  hours  after  I  was  fent  for 
gain,  and  found,  through  the  membranes  and 
.raters,  which  were  coUeded  in  a  pretty  large 

^  3  iquan- 
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quantity,  that  the  child  was  rightly  fituated,  and 
as  the  pains  were  good,  I  made  not  the  leaft 
doubt  but  the  labour  would  foon  be  over ;  and 
it  happened  as  I  thought :  the  child  was  dead, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  fo  for  fome  time ; 
after  bringing  away  the  placenta  I  examined  the 
child,  and  immediately  over  the  tunica  conjuriC" 
tiva  of  each  eye  perceived  a  Jilmy  fubftance,  re- 
fembling  the  tunica  niSlitans  peculiar  to  birds  of 
prey ;  which  upon  being  carefully  differed  from 
the  eyes,  they  appeared  (as  nearly  as  could  be 
afcertaincd  in  articulo  mortis)  to  have  no  other 
defefl :  as  to  the  legs  I  could  find  no  difference 
-^n  the  fize  or  length  of  them,  although  the  mo- 
ther would  have  ic  that  one  was  much  fmaller 
and  fhorter  than  the  other,  and,  that  had  th 
child  lived  it  would  have  been  a  cripple  ;  but 
faw  nothing  like  it;  and  moft  probably,  ha 
it  furvived,  this  preternatural  tegument  whic 
covered  the  eyes  might  eafily  have  been  re 
moved,  and  the  child  reftored  to  as  perfeft  v 
iion  as  if  it  had  not  been  there  at  all. 


CAS 
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CASE  LXXXVIII. 

^C)n  tlje  authority  of  a  Gentleman  of  diftin- 
guifhed  ingenuity  and  abilities,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  the  following  accounts  of  a  child,  born 
with  the  urinary  pajfages  entirely  flopped  up  ;  he 
delivered  the  woman  in  January,  1769;  there 
•vas  nothing  particular  in  the  labour,  nor  in  the 
lelivery  of  the  child,  or  placenta ;  it  was  a  female 
hild,  and  a  lump  of  Jpongy  flefti  as  large  as  a 
valnut,  was  found  to  grow  out  from  under  the 
•ihes  immediately  between  the  labia,  which  fub- 
ance  entirely  furrounded  and  blocked  up  the 
ethra;  fo,  that  at  the  end  of  four  days,  the  child  not 
•  jeing  perceived  to  have  made  a  drop  of  urine,  he 
vIl  udged  it  neceffary,  with  the  advice  and  affift- 
limce  of  another  furgeon,    to  remove  this- Jlejliy 
ixcrejcence  by  incifion ;  which  was  accordingly 
\\  ^4  donc; 


[    136  1 

done,  by  tying  a  ligature  firmly  round  its  baGs, 
and  feparating  it  entirely  with  a  common  fcalpel  ;jj 
the  hcemorrhage  which  followed  upon  the  opera- 
tion was   but   trifling,  and  when  flopped,  en- 
deavours were  made,  by  means  of  a  probe,  toi 
difcover  the  urethral  but  no  pafTage  whatevcBj 
could  be  found  which  led  to  the  bladder,  and) 
the  infant  lived  in  much  pain  and  uneafinefs  j 
and  at  length  died  convulfed,  on  the  third  d.z.y 
after  the  operation:  having  obtained  confent  oi 
the  child's  relations,  the  body  was  opened,  whei; 
the  kidnies,  as  is  ufual  in  the  fatal  flate,  ap; 
peared  divided  into  feveral  lobes  joined  toge 
iher,  but  no  lymphatic  veffels  could  be  difcoverec 
and  the  ureters  appeared  a  Jinn  callou$  Jubjlanct. 

without  the  leaft  perforation ;  confequently,  n| 

i  j 

urine  was  found  in  the  bladder;  the  Jphin6le'\ 
vfjicce  was  entire;  but  there  did  not  appear  th  j 
leaft  veJJige  of  a  urethra  delcending  from  thH 
neck  of  the  bladder;  the  abdomen  and  inteftine  1 
were  much  diftended  with  wind,  and  gresji 
quantities  of  water  were  found  in  the  flomacii 
and  pericardium.^ — For  the  particular  account  c  i 

acliilni 
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a  child  born  with  the  urinary  and  genital  organs 
prctematurally  formed,  vide  the  3d  volume  of 
Medical  Effays  and  Obfcrvations,  article  14.  It 
is  a  moft  extraordiuary  cafe  indeed,  and  commu- 
nicated with  great  precifion  and  accuracy,  by 
Mr.  James  Mowat,  Surgeon,  at  Langholm. 
Vide  RuYSCH,  obf.  23,  p.  59.  — I  recoiled  to 
have  feen  the  cafe  of  a  partial  perforation  of  the 
penis  in  a  child  of  fix  days  old,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  make  a  drop  of  water  during  all  that 
time;  it  was  brought  into  St.  Thomas's  Hospi- 
tal; and  the  late  Mr.  Baker,  then  one  of  the 
principal  furgeons  thereof,  finding  a  natural 
palTage  fome  diftance  below  the  glans,  endea- 
voured to  make  the  perforation  complete,  by 
pafTing  down  a  fmall  filver  catheter  into  the 
bladder,  which  was  effeded  with  much  pain  to 
the  child,  and  fome  water  was  thereby  evacua- 
ted ;  but  there  was  afterwards  no  natural  dif- 
charge  of  urine;  and  its  parents  not  choofing 
that  it  Ihould  undergo  a  fecond  operation,  the 
parts  clofed  again,  and,  as  I  was  informed,  the 
child  died  foon  afterwards.  —  In  the  courfe  of 

my 
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my  pra6lice  I  have  met  with  tw^o  children,  who 
were  born  with  imperforated  ani:  and  in  both 
cafes  fucceeded  by  the  divifion  of  the  obftrufting 
membrane,  and  the  occafional  introduflion  of 
fpong^  tents  till  the  meconium  firft  appeared,  and 
afterwards  the  ftools  were  regularly  evaeuated.— 
About  four  years  ago  a  child  of  two  years  old 
was  brought  to  me;  he  had  always,  from  the 
time  he  was  born,  paffed  the  faces  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty :  upon  infpc^ling  the  parts,  I  perceived  a 
flrong  membranous  fubllance  in  ano,  which  in 
part  obftruded  the  expulfion  of  his  ilools ;  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  another  furgeon,  di- 
vided the  fame  by  incifion,  and  the  child  fuf- 
fered  no  farther  impediment.  —  Tn  the  Me- 
dical Effays  and  Obfervaiions,  we  find  the 
cafe  of  a  male  child  born  without  an  a7ius, 
or  inlefliimm  reclum  ;  it  is  publiflied  by  Mr.  James 
Jamieson,  Surgeon,  in  Kelso  ;  he  tried  to 
reach  the  gut  by  incifion,  and  afterwards  with 
the  trocar,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  for  upon  open- 
ing the  child  on  the  day  after  its  death,  he 

found 
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found  the  return  entirely  wanting,  and  the  colon;-- 
was  a  pcrfefl  intejtinum  cacum,  fufpended  loofely, 
and  fttll  of  meconium ;  all  the  other  parts  being 
in  a  natural  ftate.  Vide  Mauriceau,  lib.  3. 
chap.  22.  DiONis.  lib.  5.  chap.  6.  La  Motte, 
obf.  88  Sc  89*  aiid  alfo,  Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  3. 
coll.  46.  Vide  Meraoire  fur  les  Enfans  qui  naif- 
fent  fans  un  veritable,  par  M.  Bertin,  410.  a 
Paris,  1774.  And  Levret's  Praftice,  when 
the  anus  is  imperforated  may  be  feen  by  refer- 
ring to  The  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  4. 
p.  166. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXXIX. 

T  HE  sad  of  December,  1764,  I  delivered 
the  wife  of  a  carpenter,  whofe  child  had  the 
ufual  number  of  fingers  on  its  right  hand,  but 
on  the  left  there  were  fix  fingers,  and  on  each 
foot  ihc  Jame  number  toes.  In  June,  1771, 
I  delivered  a  woman,  whofe  child  had  a  Jupcr^ 
niimerary  little  finger  on  its  left  hand :  in  both 
thefe  cafes  I  was  fuffercd  to  make  a  ligature  with 
waxed  filk  round  the  hajes  of  the  fuperfluous 
lingers  and  toes,  and  by  that  means  they  drop- 
ped off  in  a  few  days,  without  giving  the  chil- 
dren any  extraordinary  pain.  I  know  of  one 
family,  to  whom  thefe  preternatural  fingers 
and  toes  feem  an  hereditary  right ;  and  there  is 
not  a  child  belonging  to  it,  which  has  been  born 
for  many  years  paft,  who  has  not  had  one  or 
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more  of  them  than  it  fliould  have  had.— -La 
MoTTE  fays,  that  he  laid  a  baker's  wife, 
whofe  child  had  fix  fingers  on  each  hand,  and 
fix  toes  on  each  foot ;  the  five  ufual  ones  were 
well-formed  and  moveable ;  the  preternatural  ones 
were  nothing  but  flelli,  without  any  appearance 
of  bones  or  tendons,  and  faftfined  to  the  little 
finger  or  toe,  out  of  rank;  he  tied  them  up  with 
a  waxed  thread,  with  the  furgeon's  knot,  that  he 
might  tie  them  tighter  now  and  then,  to  prevent; 
the  ligatures  growing  loofe ;  they  all  fell  off  in 
three  or  four  days,  without  the  child's  feeming 
to  be  under  any  uneafinefs,  and  the  places  healed 
of  themfelves:  he  mentions,  that  he  often  faw  a 
man,  who  came  into  the  world  with  fuch  addi» 
tional  fingers,  which  were  very  troublefome  to 
him;  for  having  neither  bone  nor  tendon,  they 
often  catched  and  gave  him  great  pain  :  he  adds, 
that  when  ever  he  has  met  with  any  children, 
who  have  had  Jix  fingers,  or  Jix  toes,  one  of 
them  has  always  had  lefs  life  in  it,  than  the 
others,   and   would   afterwards   have  become 
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troublefoine ;  for  which  reafon,  he  always  made 
a  ligature  round  them,  which  he  drew  clofer 
and  clofer  for  two  or  three  days ;  by  which 
means,  they  withered  and  fell  off :  and  he  con- 
cludes with  obferving,  that  if  he  met  with  any  ^ 
excrefcence  that  had  a  fmall  bafis,  he  treated  it 
in  the  fame  manner.  And  here,  perhaps,  it 
will  not  appear  very  foreign  to  my  general  fub- 
je£l,  by  remarking,  that  in  his  third  volume,  the 
celebrated  Levref  treats  of  the  polypus;  and 
particularly  defcribes  an  inftrumcnt  of  his  own 

invention,  for  tying  polypoje  tumours  of  the  uU'  , 

1 

ms,  in  a  fafe  and  better  manner  than  has  been  ' 
hitherto  pradifed. 
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CASE  XC. 

X  SHALL  infert  the  three  following  cafes,  in 
order  to  fhew,  that  although  diftortions  of  the 
pelvis,  are  moftly  owing  to  weaknefs  and  ric- 
ketty  afFeftions  in  infancy ;  yet  there  are  fome 
inftances  of  women,  who  are  thereby  evidently 
rendered  crooked  a.nd  deformed,  that  have,  notwitli- 
ftanding  borne  feveral  children,  without  any  extra- 
ordinary embarraffment  or  danger ;  yet,  after  all, 
we  mufl  allow,  that  thofe  labours,  will  generally 
prove  the  moR.  happy,  when  women  are  neither 
old,  deformed,  nor  unhealthy. — S.  H.  aged  22, 
of  a  dvoarjijli  fize,  and  exceedingly  deformed, 
in  her  firft  pregnancy,  which  happened  in  1763, 
after  fuffering  uncommonly  from  the  heartburn, 
Haufea,  piles,  and  difficulty  of  refpiration,  which 
had  much  enfeebled  her  body,  and  diftreflcd  her 
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mind,  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  morning  of 
the  1  ith  of  September  ;  it  is  fcarcely  polfible  to 
conceive  the  apprehenfions  of   danger  which 
this  poor  woman  laboured  under  from  the  reprc- 
fentations  of  officious  goffips,  who  ftie  had  heard 
whifper  it  about,  that  her  make  was  fuch,  as 
to  render  it  impoffible  that  fhe  could  furvive 
her  labour,  or  that  the  child  ftiould  be  born 
alive:  liappily  however,  the  event  proved  a  coii- 
tradidion  to  all  their  foolifli  prognofticaiions  : 
for  the  patient  was  delivered  in  a  few  minutes 
after  I  came  to  her,  without  any  uncommon  cir- 
ci^mflance  attending  her  labour,  which  was  eafy 
and  natural;  the  child  appeared  languid  at  firft; 
but  by  allowing  proper  time  in  feparating  the 
funis,  and   afterwards    fulFering  it  to  bleed  a 
little  before  it  was  tied,  it  recovered  and  became 
hearty  and  flrong;  the  patient  had  an  exceed- 
ing good  getting  up. — In  November,  1766,  flie 
was  taken  in  labour  of  her  fecond  child,  and 
delivered  before  any  afli fiance  could  reach  her: 
being  pregnant  the  third  time,  (he  befpoke  my 
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affi fiance,  but  was  brought  to  bed  on  the  sgtli 
of  December,  1767.  before  I  could  come  to 
her.  In  her  fourth  pregnancy,  finding  herfelf 
attacked  in  a  very  preffing  manner,  flie  fent  for 
rae  in  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  June,  1769, 
the  membranes  were  broke,  and  I  found  the 
child  prefenting  with  the  nates  very  low  down  ; 
the  pains  were  quick  and  fliarp,  and  (lie  was  de- 
livered with  very  trifling  help.  She  Was  with 
child  agairi  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1771  : 
and  od  the  4th  of  October  of  the  fame  year, 
taken  in  labour,  and  delivered  with  fuch  expe- 
dition, that  no  one  could  get  to  her  fupport.  In 
thislyirig-in,  fllewas  fome  time  before  fhe  got  well; 
owing  to  an  itregiilarheflid  fever;  which  at  length 
gave  way  to  the  bclrk  and  aromatic  bitters,  and  fhe 
entirely  recovered  her  health.  Proving  with  child 
again  in  the  year  1773,  arid  having  gone  her  full 
time,  I  was  ferit  for  on  the  3dth  of  No- 
vember, and  had  not  been  with  her  more  than 
fifteen  minutes  before  the  bufmefs  was  fully  ac- 
complifhed  ;  and  fince  that  birth  Qie  haS  had 
no  more  children. 
Vol.  II.  L  CASE 
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CASE  XCI. 

A.F.  who,  from  her  infancy  had  endured  a  j 
very  bad  flate  of  heaUh,  of  a  diminitive  flature, 
and  much    deformed,    both  behind    and  before, 
was  taken  in  labour  of  her  firll  child  the  lyih 
of  July,  1766;  fhe  felt  the  waters  break  and 
come  away,  and  immediately  fent  for  me;  and 
was  delivered  fo  foon,  after  I  came  to  her,  and 
with  fo  little  pain,  that  jhe  affirmed  fhe  had  felt 
more  in  a  fit  of  the  cholic  ;  the  child,  which 
was  a  girl,  was  in  very  good  health,  and  the  :i 
mother  got  up  again  in  a  few  days.    I  was  fent  |< 
for  to  her  in  her  fecond  labour,  the  7th  of  Ja-J^ 
KUARY,  1768  ;  but  being  at  that  time  fome  niilesj'j 
from  home,  did  not  arrive  foon  enough  toafTiftij  i 
in  her  delivery:  flie  had,  however,  equally  as 
good  a  recovery  as  before;  but  the  child,  which, j)j 

was 
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was  very  weakly,  died  on  the  6th  day  after  its 
birth.  She  fought  my  affiftance  a  third  time,  in 
September,  1769;  I  found  the  prefentation  of  the 
^hild  right;  the  pains  good,  and  fhe  was  deli- 
vtred  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time.  The  16th  of 
August,  1771,  I  was  defircd  to  goto  her  again  J 
iHe  membranes  were  broke,  and  the  feet  prefent^ 
ed;  but  the  child  was  delivered  without  much 
difficuky,  and  the  mother  did  very  well.  In 
ber  fifth  pregnancy  fhe  had  a  lingering  labour  of 
many  hours,  occalioried  by  a  fright;  but  it  at 
length  ended  as  happily  as  either  of  her  preceding 
1  pnes,  and  (he  was  as  well  as  ufual  at  the  end  of  the 
1  month ;  but  the  child  died  foon  after  its  birth. 
'.  The  fixth  time  of  her  being  with  child,  in  the: 
(  eighth  month,  (he  was  taken  very  ill  of  a  pain  . 
i  in  her  fide,  together  with  a  troublefome  cough, 
a  and  great  oppreffion  of  breath ;  I  adminifleied  an 
c  emolUent  clyfler,  and  foon  after  took  away  fix  oun-* 
:  ces  of  blood  ;  befides  which,  fhe  occafionally  took- 
•  a  balfamic  linSlus^  in  fmall  quantities  ;  and  in  about 
1  three  weeks  afterwards,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1774,  being  taken  with  labour  pains,  they  were 
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fortunately  over  in  about  two  hours  after  my 
coming  to  her,  and  I  left  both  mother  and  child 
in  a  fafe  fituation.  Being  with  child  again,  fhc 
was  fo  prodigioufly  big,  that  herfelf,  and  every 
one  elfe,  believed  there  were  two  children ;  (lie 
V  was  taken  in  labour  in  the  evening  of  the  5th 
of  November,  1776.  I  examined,  and  found 
the  head  of  the  child  very  far  advanced  ;  the 
membranes  foon  after  broke,  the  *  waters  came 
away  in  furprizing  quantities,  and  were  foon 
followed  by  a  child  of  a  middling  fize ;  which 
died  in  a  little  while  after  it  was  born.  The  laft 
time  of  her  lying-in  was  about  three  years  ago; 
when,  I  am  informed,  flie  was  fuddenly  taken 
in  labour,  and  delivered  by  herfelf;  bus  reco- 
vere.d  as  well  as  ufual. 

•  Vide  Lamotte,  Obf.  309. 
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CASE  XCII. 

M.  W.  of  very  ill  health;  low  flaturej 
hump-back" d ;  and  whofe  extremities  were  all 
deformed;  having  gone  her  full  time:  I  was 
fent  for  to  lay  her,  on  the  ad  of  Februray, 
1768  :  her  pains  were  at  firft  flight  and  flow, 
but  genuine  and  gradually  increafmg,  and  the 
child  coming  in  a  natural  dircdion,  I  was 
led  to  form  a  favourable  judgmetit  of  the 
event;  which  gave  the  patient  much  encou- 
ragement, and  in  great  raeafure  relieved  her  from 
the  terrors  fhe  had  entertained  of  her  own  cafe  ; 
flie  was  delivered  of  a  fine  ftrong  child,  in  Icfs 
than  two  hours  after  my  arrival;  the  placenta 
came  away  very  eafily,  and  fhe  did  well.  She 
'  was  a  fecond.time  with  child,  and  I  was  called 
\  to  her  in  a  great  hurry,  on  the  13th  of  Dec  em- 
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BER,  1769;  but  file  was  brought  to-bed  more 
than  an  hour  before  I  could  reach  her  houfe.  On 
the  4Lh  of  August,  1774,  when  labour  pains 
commenced  in  her  third  pregnancy,  I  was  again 
lent  for,  and  was  only  juft  time  enough  to  deli- 
ver the  child ;  the  placenta  was  retained  a  much  : 
longer  time  than  ufual,  and  the  woman  beginning  j 
to  flood  very  much,  carefully  introduced  my  hand 
into  the  uleriis ;  and  finding  the  placenta  adhere 
to  its  left  fide,  gently  detached  it  with  my  fin-  | 
gers,  and  brought  it  out  whole,  and  foon  after  ! 
the  hemorrhage  abated;    but  the  mother  wa»  j 
longer  in  recovering  of  this  than  in  either  of  her  | 
former   labours,   and  the  child,    though  very 
hearty  at  firft,  died  in  a  few  days  after  it  was 
born.    Being  in  labour  with  her  fourth  child,  I  ( 
attended  her  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  i  j 
of  the  24ih  of  July,  1778;  when  the  birth  of  'i 
the  child  proved  cafy  and  natural  .--and  after  an  1 
interval  of  about  twenty  minutes,  the  Jecuri'^i 
dines  wcnc  eafily  excluded:   and  I  have  beenH 
f^cccfsful  in  my  attendance  on  her  twice  firKe.-r--|jfi 
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"We  may  obferve,  that  hump-back'd  people  in  gene- 
ral, cannot  affifl  themfelves  fo  well  in  the  ufual  po- 
Gtion  in  which  we  place  women :  but  in  tlic  forego- 
ing cafes,  I  found  no  difficulty  whatever  from  an 
horizontal  pofture,  with  the  head  of  the  patient 
foraewhat  elevated. — La  Motte  recites  Jive  cafes 
of  lame  and  crooked  women:  the  firft  of  which, 

'obfervation  144,  he  tells  us,  was  the  Marcliionefs 

'of  ****,  who  was  lame  by  the  diflocation  of 
one  of  her  hips,  which  had  happened  to  her  in 
her  infancy,  and  for  which  fhe  had  been  ill- 
treated  ;  he  found  the  child  in  a  right  pofture  ; 
the  waters  foon  came  away,  followed  by  the 
child,  and  he  brought  away  the  placenta  imme- 
diately:   he   obfcrves,    that    the  head   of  the 

femur  when  diflocated,  does  not  lie  in  the 
paffage  of  the  bones ;  fo,  confequently  can; 
Tac  no  hindrance  to  the  coming  forth  of  the 
child  :  as  lame  women  are  more  liable  to  fall,  lie 
recommends  them  to  he  uport  their  guard,  du- 
ring  their  pregnancies.  In  the  fecond  cafe,  the 
woman  was  kime  of  both  feet,  through  a  wrong 
conformation  of  the  parts,  and  from  thence  was 
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very  fubje£l  to  fall  down ;  which,  by  being  care- 
ful, flie  prevented,  during  her  being  with  chil4, 
and  happily  went  her  full  time :  perceiving 
fome  of  the  fore-runners  of  delivery,  fhe  feqt 
for  him ;  labour  came  on  foon  after,  and  flie 
was  brought  to-bed  in  lefs  than  an  hour:  hp  re- 
fle£ls,  that  the  parts  which  are  fubjeft  to  be 
lame,  having  no  relation  to  thofe  which  are  fub- 
fervient  to  delivery,  can  be  no  obflacle  to  it: 
there  feems  to  be  more  reafon,  he  fays,  to  ap- 
prehend this  in  crooked  women  ;  becaufe  in 
fomc,  the  fpine  bending  outwards  in  the  middle 
of  the  back  projects  often  too  forwards  towards  | 
the  vertebra  of  the  loins ;  fo,  that  the  diflance 
between  the  os  facrum  and  pubh  is  made  nar- 
rower, which  muft.  make  delivery  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impoflfible :  but  he  advifes  us  to  take 
notice,  that  lame  or  Jlraigkt,  high  or  low  wo- 
men, are  all  fubjeft  to  this  inconvenience:  in 
the  following  obfervation,  he  fpeaks  of  a  Lady 
very  much  deformed,  both  before  and  behind, 
of  very  ill  health,  being  very  lean  and  fliort- 
breathcd,  whom  he  defpaired  of  faving,  confi-  I 
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clerlng  the  many  indifpofitlons  fhe  laboured  un^ 
der ;  her  complaints  encreafed  as  flie  drew  nearer 
her  time,  and  between  the  6lh  and  7th  months 
flae  had  fome  flight  pains,  of  which  fhe  gave 
liim  notice:  he  immediately  judged  them  to  be 
labour  pains,  which  were  even  ftiong  enough  to 
engage  him  to  enquire  into  the  fituation  of  the 
child,  the  head  of  which  he  felt  through  the 
membranes  and  waters,  which  were  in  fmall 
quantity  ;  it  was  very  foft,  which  made  him 
judge  th^t  the  child,  was  fmall:  the  waters  ga- 
thered and  foon  came  away,  and  the  child  fol- 
lowed in  lefs  than  an  hour;  it  was  very  fmall, 
and  lived  eight  days  without  taking  any  nou- 
rifhmeni;  the  chord,  which  was  weak,  did  not 
hinder  the  placenta  frona  adhering  very  firmly ; 
for  fear  of  any  accident,  he  would  have  intro- 
duced his  hand  to  loofen  it,  but  the  os  Jacrum 
and  pubci  were  fo  near  one  another,  that  he  found 
it  irapolhble ;  he  therefore  made  ufeqf  the  chord, 
encouraging  the  patient  to  bear  downwards,  to 
blow  in  her  hand,  and  put  her  finger  down  her 
throat,  as  to  excite  vomiting  j  by  which  means 

he 


i 


[    '51    ]  ' 
he  got  away  the  placenta  whole  ;  (lie  got  up  \ 
again,  but  never  afterwards  enjoyed  a  good  flatc  j 
of  health;  a  cough  came  on,  which  fell  uponi 
her  lungs,  and  (he  died  fix  months  after  of  am 
univerfal  dropfy.    It  is  the  opinion  of  our  au-t. 
thor,  that  had  this  woman  gone  her  full  time,|. 
(he  never  could  have  been  delivered ;  bccaufeji 
the  child  would  have  been  too  big  to  have  coraei 
through  the  paffage ;  and,  that  it  was  owing  t 
its  fmallncfs  that   flie  was  brought  to-bed 
foon:    he  accounts  for  her  dying  dropfical,  (ai 
diftemper,    which  (ijl'malical  people  are  vcryt 
liable  to)  by  obferving,  that  the  blood  not  beingj 
fufficiently  attenuated  in  the  lungs,  which  in  this* 
woman  had  not  full  liberty  to  play,  occafioned  her? 
frequent  refpiration,  turned  it  Jcrous,  and  being;| 
afterwards  filtrated  by  the  glands  of  the  (kin 
caufcd  this  general  inundation.  After  this  woman^ 
we  find  he  delivered  two  others,  in  jthe  fame  cafe, 
and  both  of  dead  children:  one  of  the  womeni 
died,  and  the  other  recovered  with  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty:  he  further  remarks,  that  althoughi 
it  often  happens  that  this  ill  conformation  of  the 
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back  is  confined  to  the  os  facnim,  whereby  the  fpacc 
between  this  bone  and  the  os  puhh  is  too  narrow  to 
admit  a  full-grown  child  between  them, which  puts 
IS  under  the  necefiity  of  having  recourfe  to  the 
Cajarian  operation  ;  yet,  he  fays,  it  is  not  al- 
xvays  the  cafe,  as  he  has  delivered  feveral  crooked 
women,  who  have  come  off  very  well  ;  and  the 
rnofl  Jirait  women  may  labour  under  this  wrong 
conformalion  :  and  to  the  Jlrailnejs  of  this  palfage 
alone  it  is,  that  we  owe  all  lingering  labours,  and 
often  thofe  againfl  nature ;  but  here,  perhaps,  our 
author's  remark  is  rather  too  general;  as  it  is 
well  known,  that  lingering  and  laborious  la- 
bours often  occur  from  various  other  caufcs,  be- 
fides  the  narroionefs  or  dijlortion  of  the  pelvis: 
i;i  his  next  obfervation,  he  relates  the  cafe 
of  a  patient,  who  was  the  fmalleft  woman  that 
he  ever  faw,  and  whofe  extremities  were  all 
deformed;  he  found  her  with  labour  pains,  but 
they  were  fo  remote  from  one  another,  that  they 
were  unable  to  bring  forwards  the  head  of  a 
very  little  child,  which  was  engaged  in  the  paf- 
•rjge,  and  fo  prefled,  that  the  bones  of  the  head 
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Tid  over  one  another;  the  meconium  came  away 
in  great  quantities,  whereby  he  judged  that  the 
child  was  dead,  the  mother  befides  not  having 
felt  it  fince  the  day  before  ;  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der was  fo  comprelTed  as  not  to  fufFer  a  drop  of 
urine  to  come  away,  whence  her  belly  was  fo 
fwclled  as  to  touch  her  chin ;  fhe  was  weak,' 
cold,  and  almofl  without  any  pulfe;  this  en- 
gaged him  to  deliver  her  immediately ;  which 
he  did,  by  opening  the  cranium:  part  of  the 
bones  he  drew  away,  with  all  the  brain :  which 
fo  leffencd  the  fue  of  the  head,  that  he  extrafled 
it  without  much  trouble :  the  fhoulders  at  firfl 
fccmcd  to  flick  without  his  being  able  to  Aide 
liis  fingers  under  the  axillas,  becaufe  of  the 
flraitnefs  of  the  paffage;  but  he  fuccccdcd  at 
laft  by  taking  a  great  deal  of  care;  for  fear  of 
pulling  away  the  head;  the  chord  being  very 
fmall  and  weak,  broke,  or  rather  loofeued  away 
at  its  root  from  the  placenta ;  the  paCfage  be- 
tween the  bone*  being  too  narrow  to  admit  of 
the  introdu£lion  of  his  hand,  he  was  forced  to 
(iVifl  thp  buCnefs  to  nature,  which  expelled  the 

placental 
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placenta  in  three  days,  without  its  being  corrupt- 
-d  in  the  leaft,  and  the  mother  did  well,  contrary 
io  his  expe<?iation.  It  is  his  opinion,  that  had 
ihe  child  prcfented  in  any  other  pofture,  as  he 
was  fure  of  its  death,  he  fhould  have  been  forced 
to  have  let  the  mother  perifh  without  help ;  and 
had  it  been  living,  that  he  muft  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Ccefarian  operation,  this  being  the 
only  cafe  which  requires  it.  In  obf.  147,  our 
author  alfo  fpeaks  of  a  Lady,  who  was  very 
crooked,  both ~  before  and  behind,  and  ctherwife 
very  much  deformed:  he  was  lent  for,  and 
found  her  with  flight  fliort  pains  ;  but  which  iu- 
creafed  in  two  hours  after  his  coming,  and  con- 
tinued fo  brifkly,  that  flie  was  delivered  of  a 
flout  boy  and  placenta  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour; 
the  next  day  he  left  both  mother  and  child  iu 
pretty  good  health :  he  remarks,  that  this  wo- 
man's being  brought  to-bed  with  fo  much  eafe 
was,  becaufe  the  inferior  vertebra  of  the  loins, 
;  and  tbofe  of  the  os  Jacrum,  inffead  of  bending 
I  forwards,  rath»r  bunched  outwards,  which  faci- 
litated the  coming  away  of  the  child:  this  per- 

fon 
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fon,  he  tells  us,  enjoyed  a  better  flate  of  health 
than  that  before-mentioned,  and  he  never  deli- 
vered her  afterwards,  her  labours  being  always 
fo  expeditious  that  they  had  not  time  to  fetch 
him :  he  alfo  mentions  two  women,  of  the 
town,  in  which  he  lived ;  who,  though  exceed- 
ingly crooked,  were  almoft  always  brought  to- 
bcd,  and  of  large  children  too,  before  he  could 
poflibly  come  to  them. 


CASES 


[    "59  ] 


■  CASES  XCIII,  XCIV,  and  XCV. 

I  COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

:DR.   COLIN  MACKENZIE- 

"  APRIL  2,  1770. 

«'  DEAR  SIR. 

T 

"  A  LEARN,  with  extreme  fatif- 
i  '  faflion,  that  ray  conduft  deferved  your  appro- 
!  '  bation,  in  regard  to  the  cafe  in  which  the 
'  head  remained  in  the  vagina.  My  cmploy- 
'  ments  have,  for  feme  time,  prevented  me  fromL 
•  gratifying  the  incHnation  I  have  had  of  fub- 
'  mitting  to  your  judgment  and  confideration, 
1'  the  fabfequcRt  occurrences  in  Midwifery  ; 
'which  are  circuraflantially  as  follow:  in  the 

"  evening 
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"  evening  of  the  fourteenth  of  August  lafl^ 
'  Mrs.  M**''-**,  of  this  town,  finding  herfelf  at-  | 
'  tacked  with  fome  flight  pains,  fent  for  me  ;  as  ' 
'  the  night  approached  the  pains  were  lefs  frequent;  ,| 
'  not  being  permitted  to  touch  her,  and  guefUng  || 
'  from  hence,  that  the  labour  would  be  linger-  Ij 

, 

•  ing ;  after  adminiftring  an  opiate  in  a  cupful 
"  of  caudle,  I  left  her,  and  went  to-bed;  the; 

next  morning  when  I  called  on  her  again,  I 
'  found  her  pretty  much  in  the  fame  fituatidn  as 
"  when  I  left  her,  except  that  (he  had  now  and 
"  then  upon  her  cloths,  the  appearance  of  a  glai~  i 
'  77  mucus,  tinged  with  blood.  Matters  went  on 
'  after  this  manner,  till  the  evening  of  the  fe-^ 
"  vcnteenth,  when  the  pains  came  on  more  andj 

•  Uronger:  1  now  alTured  myfelf  of  the  righlh 
"  Ctuation  of  the  child;  and  notwithftanding  |i 
"the  OS  iincce  was  fufficiently  dilated,  and  had  I 
"  receded  on  all  Gdes,  and  1  could  difcover  thei  I 

"  child's  head  by  the  touch,  to  be  fo  far  advan-  I 

:i 

"  ced  in  the  palTage,  as  to  be  felt  below  the  fupe-  ij 
"  rior circumference  of  tht pelvis,  and  by  tholamb''i 
"  doidal  future,  that  it  was  the  vertex  which  pre-i  1 

fentedaii: 
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*•  fented ;  and  that  the  labour  was  retarded  either  by 
*'  the  weaknefs  of  the  mother,  or  largenefs  of  the 
"  child's  head,  or  probably  from  both  thofe 
?'  caufes ;  yet,  as  no  very  preffing  exigencies  fu- 
*'  pervened,  I  could  not  prevail  upon  myfelf 
"  once  to  think  of  the  forceps;  but  fupporting 
"  my  patient  at  intervals  with  opiates  and  mild 
cordials,  by  rrteer  dirit  of  patience,  and  with 
the  afllflance  of  nature  only,  the  bufincfs  was 
"  finifhed  about  four  o'  clock  in  the  morning 
"  of  the  twentieth,  and  was  one  of  the  longeft 
*' labours  in  which  I  was  ever  engaged;  the 
child  was  very  flout  and  healthy ;  the  placenta 
did  not  come  away  till  an  hour  after  the  birth 
of  the  child,  and  was  much  larger  than  the 
common  fize ;  its  diameter  being  ten  inches, 
and  its  center  {wo;  but  neither  the  unufual 
protraflion  of  the  labour,  nor  the  extraordi- 
'  nary  fize  of  the  placenta,  were  circumflances  To 
'  uncommon  as  that  which  followed  afterwards ; 
'  for  early  the  next  morning,  after  fuffering  all 
'  the  day  and  night  fucceeding  her  labour,  a  feries 
of  the  mod  fevcre  pains,  flie  was  delrvered  of  a 
Vol.  II.  M  falus 
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"fxlus  about  the  fize  of  one's  little  finger,  tri- 
"  clofed  in  the  fecuudines,  which  nnjortunaidf 
"  had  been  fo  roughly  handled  by  the  nuife,  as 
"  to  damage  and  mutilate  their  contents  beyond 
'*  any  pofiibility  of  preferving  them :  I  fay,  un~ 

Jortunatdy,  becaufe  I  could  have  been  veryjl 
"  happy  in  the  prefervation  of  the  foetus  andl  i 

its  Utile  bag  ;  which  being  brought  forth!  j 
*•  after  the  woman  had  been  delivered  of  a  live  - 

1 

child  at  her  full  period  of  geftation,  may  per-  \ 
haps  (though,  I  think,  very  improperly)  pro-  j 
"  duce  a  fubjed  for  the  dot^rine  of  Juperfalation . 
*'  upon  this  very  curious  matter,  I  fliall  anx-jl 
"  ioufly  expedi  your  fentiments  and  opinionj 
"  The    mother    became  eaCv  and   free  fron 
"  pain,   foon  after  this  Jecond   birth,    did  ver) 
"  well,  and  got  up  again  in  a  fortnight,  but  thi 
"  child  was  carried  off  by  a  dyjcnlery ;  which 
*•  that  time  was  almofl  epidemically  fatal  to  maj 
**  uy  infants  in  this  place,  and  its  neighbour 
"bourhood:    this   difeafe,  in  general,  '  I  prtj 
"  fume,  originates  from  thofe  prevailing  acid 
"  ties,  to  which  we  attribute  moft  of  the  difom  "i 


ii 
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'  ders    to  which   children    (more  partictilarly 
"  in  the  6rft'  ftage  of  infancy)  are   fubje^l:  the 
"  flools  in  this  cafe  were  thin,  watry,  frequent, 
"  and  fo  very  cdrrofive,  as  to  excoriate  the  fun- 
**  dament,  breech,   and  thighs;   the  child  was 
"'often  much  convtilfed,   and  threw  off  raofl 
"violent   cruftations  of  wind;   at  fiffl  I  ad- 
miniftcred  fmall  dofes  of  oculi  cantrorum,  pp. 
with  pulvis  rhei,  and  direfted  the  food  to  be 
"  aftringent,  and  of  the    alcalejctnt  kind  :  at 
*'  length,  as  the  diforder  eiicreafed  to  a  daragc- 
"  rous  degree  of  violence,  I   gstve  a  grain  of 
"  ipecacuanha,  with  a  little  magnefia,  and  thred 
*'  drops  of  tincl.  ihcbaica ;  befides  which,  I  or- 
"  dered  to  be  inje£ied  every  eight  hours,  half 
**  an  ounce  of  ftarch,  diCTolved  in  mint  tea,  aj  a: 
"clyUer;  and  as  often  as  the  flomach  would 
difpenfe  with  it,  dire£ied  fmall  quantities  of 
calves  foot  jelly,  beef  tea,  or  weak  mutton 
**  broth  to  be  given,  but  all  to  no  fort  of  pur- 
"  pofe;   for,  notwiihftanding  my  utmoil  care 
"  and  attenticin,  the  poor  little  infant  expired, 
"  after  a  hard  flruggle  of  feven  days. — In  the 

AI  2  "  pionth 
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month  of  October  lafl,  I  had  the  following 
hiftory  of  an  exlra-uterine  conception,  from  a 
gentleman,  who  laments  his  want  of  accuracy 
in  the  relation  of  the  cafe;  but  on  whole  ve- 
racity I  can  implicitly  rely.  Tlie  patient,  he  fays, 
lived  in  Swallow-Street,  Garnaby  Market, 
and  had  been  married  three  years  ;  at  the  end 
of  which,  fhe  had  fuch  complaints,  as  very 
rcafonably  induced  her  to  believe,  that  they 
arofe  from  the  common  caufe  of  pregnancy  : 
fhe  had  a  fcnfe  of  fullnefs,  and  as  fhe  grew 
bigger,  felt  motions  common  to  women  upon 
their  becoming  quick  with  child;  and  thefc 
llirrings  rather  flrengthencd  as  flie  advanced 
'  towards  the  expefled  period  of  labour  ;  but 
'  flie  palTcd  over  that  term,  and  had  nothing 
'like  labour  pains;  was  frequently  ill;  often 
*  complained  of  a  fenfe  of  fuffbcation,  tenfion, 
'  and  weight  in  the  abdomen ;    naufea,  apepjia, 
'  and  feverifli  heats,  with  almoll  continual  pains 
'  in    the  hypogajlric  region ;  but   the  internal 
'  motions  entirely  ceafed,  and  Ihe  neither  in- 
'  crcafed  nor  dirainiflied  in  magnitude  for  tha 
'  fpace  of  two  years  and  feven  weeks :  du- 

*'  ring 
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"ring  the  Mfi^momhs  of  which,  n,c  was  ofe„ 

dreadful  apprehen- 
fi-s   and  inexpreffible  pa™  and  agonies; 
cou,d  „„.  drefs  or  u„d.fs  he,fe,f  wi.ho. 
ieip,  and  at  leng.h  was  cn.irely  dcBroyed  by 
\  '"'^      '""ally  the  account,  al 

^  S-nmeinwritingbytheCorrefpondentla.. 

,.  l"':,  '^'"'^ 
death:  and  adds,  that  he  found  the  uUrus 

P"fe%m  its  natu.ainate;  but,  externa,,, 

but  not  diflinaiy  andofa  fod- 

d«.a  e,  as  if  ithad  been  boiled:  the 

W^/^.,,*,,efa,s,  was  enlarged,  n,ueh 
'""gated,  and  callous  at  its  extremes;  but 
'here  was  nothing  Cn..ular  or 
■  "n=ular  or  unnatural  in  the 

:~"°'"'="^'">%-*,nori„a„y 
-parts  orthe*„.„._o„^,^,J7 

'""^^""^"'''''■"'■'-afe  o 

-r,ed  Lad,,  who  had  complained  of  nau.  ■ 
■~«'-P--'ardiflatesand  loathing- 

and  f,on,  the  firft  period  of  their  ceffa. 

..  ..,o„ 


tl 
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.ion  Kad  had  a   difcharge  from  the  va^in.. 
„hich  n.=  i.npu.cd  .0  .he  (orwhKh 
..  {1«  commi.tcd  hcrfelf  10  ihe  care  of  a  lur- 
„V,„  was  related  to  her;  rhc  conopla.nt 
.■beingrecent,  he  V.™pled  the  cue  by  nypf.c 
applications  and  aftringents  ;  but  not  ga.u.ng 
..ground,  and  the  difcharge  incrcaSng,  the  pa- 
...ient   confulted   nte :    and  npon  proper  en- 
..  quirv,  1  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  her  other 
..complaints,  as  well  as  this,  moft  probably  p.o- 
..cecdcd  from    pregnancy  i   I   took  away  a 
few  ounces  of  blood,  prefcribed  gentle  la«- 
.,  ,ves,  and  at  intervals  nrlld  balfamic  ,nedt- 
..  cines  •  her  increafe  of  fee,  and  the  mofon  of 
..  .be  hr  confluence  thereof,  hath  ,con^ 

„  r„„ed  nry  verdia  on  the  cafe,  and  expef 
..  to  wait  on  her  at  the  full  period  of  her  ter, 
..  about  the  middle  of  the  nc.t  month;  t  e 

charge  I  before  fpoUe  of,  thou.>h  conftderabj 
..  diminifhed,  is  not,  I  find,  entirely  abated.  U 

„,  „,^Ken  her  in  the  leaft,  nor  give  b 
«'  does  not  weai5.eu  ii^.  ,  r 

..        uneaftnefs,  as  fire  fxpeas  full  rehe  fro 

„  .be  approachtng  crif.s.-l  cannot  dofe  tl 
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*'  letter  without  informing  you,  that  the  other 
"day  I  incurred  fome  reprehenfions  from  a 
"  fenior  prataitioner,    for  venturing   to  bleed 

a  maid  fervant  in  the  vena  Japhena,  on 
"  account  of  a  violent  head-ach,  only  a  few 

days  prior  to  the  time  when  flie  expefled  a  re- 
"  turn  of  the  catamenia.  Pray,  is  it  pofTible, 
'^that  this  could  make  any  difference  ?  Accept 
^my  beft  acknowledgments,  with  fentiments 
*  due  to  you, 

*'  Frojn,  Sec."  j 


THE  ANSWER. 

**DEAR  SIR, 

T 

"  A  N  the  labour  you  firfl  mention, 
you  are   to  be  commended  for  trufling  to 
nature;  who,  , though  flow,  in  her  operation. 
M4 


"is 
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is  neverthelefs  mofl  commonly  fafe  and  decU 
"  five  :  perhaps  your  patient  was  not  very  young, 

and  this  might  be  her  firR  child  ;  which,  you 
"  know,  are  caufes  of  protraclion  that  often  oc-? 
"  cur:  as  there  was  no  preffing  danger,  notwith-? 
*'  Handing  the  very  great  length  of  the  labour, 
"  and  tho'  the  head  was  below  tlie  brim  of  the  pel 
"  vis,  you  did  vcvy  right  by  waiting  patiently  it 

preference  to  the  ufc  of  inftruments. 

"  This  mull  have  . been  a  c?i[t  oi  twins,  and  no 
"  of  Juperfoetation ;  a  ridiculous  do£lrinc,  that  ha 

now  in  great  meafure,  lofl  its  footing;  yet  is  n 
♦•without  its  advocates:  and  the  learned  Hal 
"  LER,  in  his  Opiifcuhitn  Patholog.  tells  us,  th 
<'  after  he  had  publifhed  his  Commentaries  upo 

Bcerhaave,  that  he  difcovercd  in  three  bodie. 
"  where  the  uterus  was  burft :  and  in  other  pre, 
"  nant  uteri,  that  the  tubes  are  very  little  a 
"  fefled  by  pregnancy,  and  that  the  part  of  t' 
"  uterus,    between  the  tubes,  is  not  much  i 
"  creafcd,  and  but  a  little  convex ;  but,  as 

pregnant  women,  the  tubes  are  almoft  pend 

"  lot 
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'*  lous,  and  therefore  parallel  with  the  uterus: 
*'  hence,  it  feems  to  have  happened,  that  Da- 
*'  VENTER,  and  other  anatomical  writers,  have 

made  the  lubes  come  out  a  great  way  below 
"  the  fundus  uteris  and  cannot  reach  to  the  ova- 
«•  ria:  but  thefe  affertions,  this  ingenious  writer 
"  boldly  advances,  are  proved  to  be  falfe,  by 
■ '  means  of  many  experiments ;  which,  however 
"  unfortunately  for  the  caufe  he  would  fupport, 
"he  has  forgot  to  publifh:  after  this,  he  pro- 
"  ceeds  to  affert  it  as  a  certainty,  that  fupeifoeta^ 
"  tions  do  happen ;  and  declares,  that  in  preg^ 

nant  women,  he  has  feen  the  tubes  of  fuch.  a 
"  length,  as  to  be  capable  of  reaching  the  ovaria 
"  veryeafily;  yet,  for  n^y  own  part,  I  (hall  ever 
"  confider  Juperfcetalion  merely  as  an  imaginary 

preternatural  operation,  and  utterly  impojfiblc. 
"  It  is  a  thoufand  pities  that  you  did  not  preferve 
*'  the  bag  and  fcetus,  as  they  were;  a  drawing 

from  you  in  their  mangled  flate,  would  have 
*'  been  a  pretty  and  convincing  addition  to  the 

cafe:  therefore  pray,  when  any  thing  curious 
*'  does  occur,  and  that  you  can  obtain  it,  let  it 

be 
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"  be  prcfeived. — Did  you  fee  the  fcelus?  was  It 
"  complete  and  found?  was  there  an  ajter-bur- 
"  then!  or,  was  the  covering  all  membranous  ?  did 
Die  lace  her  flays  tight  ?  enquire  if  any  thing  par- 
"  ticular  happened  during  pregnancy,  to  occafion 
"  the  death  of  the  /oeius ;  efpecially  in  the  hrfl.  three 
"  or  four  months :  in  fhort,  endeavour  to  get  as 
"  many  circumftances  as  you  can,  to  enlarge 
*'  and  make  the  cafe  complete  ;  as  indeed  it  is 
"  very  cuiious.  You  was  undoubtedly  right, 
"  not  to  ufe  force  in  the  extraflion  of  the  pla- 
"  centa  ;  but  I  fliould  always  recommend  its  de- 
"  livery  as  foori  as  it  can  conveniently  be  accom- 
"  pliflied  without  violence  i  I  am  very  glad  your 
"  patient  did  well.  Th&  d)Jenter)'  in  fuch  young 
*'  children  is  a  diforder  moft  dangerous,  and 
"  when  attacked  with  it  to  fo  violent  a  degree,  as 
*'  you  msntion,  they  feldom  long  furvive.  In- 
"  deed,  I  know  not  how  you  could  have  treated 
'*  it  better.  You  will  oblige  me,  by  enquiring 
"  of  your  friend,  if  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
"  prefcrve  the  extra-uterine  fmlus  ?  and  how  large- 
"  it  was?  ^\hciher  it  was  in  a  cjjl  rcfembling  the 
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■  Jecundkes,  and  contained  water  ?  whether  tbe 
cvum  was  found  in  .the  pelvh  or  abdomen  ?  and. 
'whether  there  was    any  placenta'^  and  if  fo, 
or  any  thing  like  it.  what  were  the  parts  to 
'  which  it  adliend?  Tbefe  are  fa61s  which  .1 
could  be  glad  to  know  ;  as  otherwife  the  cafe 
is  incomplete.    I  knew      inftancq  of  a  child, 
found  without  the  uterus  in  the  abdomen  of  its 
pnother;  the  pnins  came,  on,  and  a  midvvifq. 
'**  was  employed:  this  woraaji  finding  an  en-^ 
"  Jargement  in  the  vagina,  miftook  that  for.  the 
"  membranes ;  which  Che.  attempted,  to  break 
"  through  by  repeatedly  fcratching  it  with  her 
"  nails,  in  which  flie  fucceeded  fo  far  4s  to  cva- 
"  cuate  the  .waters;  however,  .the  birth  of  the 
"  child  being  (lill  retarded|^a  Majm-midwife  w^as , 
"procured;    but  to  no  purpofe,   the  .  woman, 
"  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  till  at  length  fhe 
"  died.  Now  I  cannot  help  fla.ttering  myfelf,  that 
"  had  I  been  prefent,  I  might,  in  all  probaibility, 
"  fiave  favcd  trie  lives  of  boih  modier  and  child ; 
"  for  I  believ^  I  (liould  have  ventured  to  have 
made  an  incifion  through  that  part  of  the.  va- 

"  gina 
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"  gtna  which  was  thruft  forward  by  the  propel- 
"  ling  force;  and,  perhaps,  by  that  means,  might 
"  have  delivered  the  child. 

'*  As  to  your  cafe,  in  which  the  diforder  was 
"  miftaken  for  the  Jluor  albus,  I  fhould  have 
*'  thought  it  required  but  a  fmall  fhare  of 
"  difcernment,  both  from  the  touch,  8cc.  to  have 
"  gathered  a  competent  idea  of  the  patient's  con- 
•*  dition  :  I  wifh  you  fuccefs  in  her  delivery,  and 
"  dare  fay  fhe  will  do  very  well.  It  may  well 
"  defcrve  our  obfcrvation,  that  the  ovulum  lies 
"  fome  time  before  it  is  attached  to  the  uterus;  at 
"  length  the  ovulum  and  uterus  increafe  together: 
*'  whicii  is  a  wife  piovifion  of  nature ;  for  was 
"  the  uterus  to  increafe  alone,  the  confequenae 
"  mufl;  be  mijcarriage.  It  is  no  uncommon 
"  thing  for  women  to  have  a  difcharge  not  un- 
"  like  the  whites,  which  they  foraetimes  conclude 
"  really  is  that  diforder;  but  which  is  often 
•'  found  to  be  no  more  than  a  difcharge  con- 
"  fcquent  upon  conception. 
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"  The  bleeding  from  a  vein  is  foon  recruited, 
'  and  if  done  two  or  three  days  before  the  men- 
'  Jlrual  period,  cannot  poffibly  retard  it  long. 
'  Adieu!  You  may  always  depend  upon  the 
'  efteem  and  friendfhip  of,  8cc." 

MY  REPLY. 

,  "  May  31,  1770."' 

I  "DEAR  SIR. 

'  I  RETURN  you  my  thanks 

.  for  your  obliging  letter,  and  fincercly  regret 
.  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  preferve  the 
•  bag  and  fatus;  and,  that  I  did  not  attempt  a 
'  ddinealion  of  them  in  that  flate,  in  which 
ihey  were  ;  but  they  were  thrown  away  foon 
'  after  I  had  had  a  fight  of  them,  by  direftion 
'  of  the  patient:  however,  1  very  diflin£lly  faw  the 
'  head,  arms,  legs,  thighs,  and  fome  parts  of  the 
'  chorion  and  amnios  were  very  diftind ;  the  other 

«'  part 
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''part  of  the  bag  was  wholly  membranous,  ai;|| 
"  no  jdaceiila  diilinguifliable.    I  have  made  tl  J 
"  necefTary  enqtiirics    o.f  the   patient,  who  iu.| 
*'  forms  me,  that  about  the  fecond  month  of  h«ii 
"pregnancy  flie  Was   feizcd  widi  frequent  tn.,! 
*'  mors  upon  moving  ;  which  continuing  for  t\\») 
"  or  three  weeks,  flie  at  length  aiffibuted  them  \ 
"  the  great  preffure  made  on  her  belly  by  a  flf 
"  pair  of  flays  which  fhe  a(t  that  time  wore,  lacd: 

up  very  tight ;  and  which  gave  her  fo  mua: 
"pain,  that  flie  at  lad  found  herfclf  obliged  lij 

lay  them  afide,   and  to  get  an  cafy  pair  | 
"  jumps  in  their  flead:  notwithflanding  whic 
"  though  flic  was  eaficr  in  othef  refpefls,  yet  ti 
**  tremors  attended,  with  dejeflion  of  fpiiits,  ft 

continued:    towards   the  end  of   the  thii 
"  month,  file  fays,  as  flie  was  walking  out  fj 
"  was  frightened  by  a  boy's  falling  from  a  hor 
"  which  terrified  her  to  that  degree,  that  it  v 
*•  with  difficulty  flie  reached  home,  which  wti 
"  about  half  a  mile  diftant,  and-  foon  after 
*'  felt  an  uncommon  fluttering,  which  continui 
"  at  intervals   for  fome  days  ;    and  when 

"  ceafc 
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**  ceafed,  was  fucceeded  by  a  pain  in  the  right 
I***  lide  of  her  belly;  uneafy  fenfations  about  the 
"**  pelvis,  often  afcending  to  the /;;'/>og-^/7"c  region ; 
'•*.»  which,  file  fays,  file  is  not  even  now  entirely  free 

from.  Thefe  arc  all  the  circumflances  which 
*•  I  am  able  to  colleft  of  the  cafe:  you  may 
"  depend  upon  my  taking  your  advice  ;  and, 
•'•"that  in  future,  when  any  thing  curious  does 
'*-*  occur,  I  fliall  be  particularly  careful  in  my 
'**  obfervations  of  it ;  but  in  this  cafe,  it  really 
•**  was  out  of  my  power  to  obferve  more  than  I 
'**  did.  I  have  fecn  the  Gentleman  to  whom  I 
•**  was  obliged  for  the  extra-uterine  cafe:  and 
•**  the  fize  of  the  foetus  he  tells  me,  did  not  cx- 

ceed  that' of  an  abortion  at  five  months:  it 
"*  was  contained  in  a  bag,  which  fomewhat  re- 

fembled  the  Jecundines,  but  was  rather  of  a 
'f*  ligamentous  than  a  membranous  appearance, 
***  and  contained  more  than  a  pint  of  turbid 

fluid,  like  the  water  in  which  flefh  had  been 
"wafhed;  the  ovwn  w?ls  found  in  ihe  abdomen; 

but  he  docs  not  recoiled  to  have  obferved  any 
"*  thing  like  a  placenta.    I  am,  &;c." 

Mauri- 
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Mauri CEAU  has  given  his  opinion  of  Juper 
fxtation,  as  a  matter  thai  very  rarely  happens,  amj 
is  neither  for  nor  againjl  it :  he  fays,  that  wheii^ 
a  woman  brings  forth  one  or  more  children  at 
birth,  begotten  at    once,  which    ufually  ar^i 
called  Twins,  and  differ  from  fuperjcttation  ;  'ti 
known  by  their  being  both  almofl,  of  an  equa 
thicknefs  and  bignefs,  and  having  but  otie  onl 
and  common  afler-birth,  not  feparated  the  on 
from  the  other ;  but  by  their  membranes,  whic 
wrapt  each  apart  with  their  waters,  and  not  botl^ 
in  the  fame  membranes  and, waters,  as  fome  havi 
believed,  contrary  to  the  truth  ;  but  if  there  at 
feveral  children  and  a  Juperfxlation,  they  will  b 
alfo  feparated  by  their  membranes,  and  not  hav 
a  common  burthen,  but  each  his  part ;  neithe 
will  they  be  of  an  equal  bignefs,  for  that  whic 
is  the  Jiipetfatation  will  always  be  lelTer  or  wea 
er,  than  the  one  engendered  at  firftj  who,  becaulj 
of  its  force  and  vigour,  draws  the  greateft  an 
beft  'part  of  the  nourifliment :  in  analogy  to  /<i 
opinion,  he  adds,  juft  as  we  find  fair  and  grea 
fruit,  have  often  near  them  very  little  ones ;  b 

cau 
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t  Caufe  thofe  that  are  firft  knotted  and  faftencd  fa 
t  the  tree,  take  away  all  the  nourifhment  froin 
•  their  neighbours,  who  did  but  bloffom  when  the 
r  firft  had  already  acquired  foriae  bignefs.  After 

this  curious  allufion,  he  proceeds  in  afferting,  ^ 
i  that  fornctiines  Twins  are  not  of  an  equal  big- 
jiiefSj  which  happens  according  as  the  one  of  the 
)i)ther  hath  more  ftrength  to  draw  to  it  in  greater 
-.abundance  the  beft  part  of  the  common  nou- 
rilhment.    To  illuflrate  his  fubjeft  farther,  he  , 
i;  relates  the  cafe  of  a  woman  whom  he  delivered 
fiof  a  very  great  living  girl  by  the  feet,  which 
p firft  came  to  the  birth:  and  upon  fetching  the 
lafter-binh  he  brought  with  it  another  child,  a 
lldcad  boy,  as  little  again  as  the  firft  girl,  and 
t!eemed  not  to  be,  refpe^iing  his  bignefs,  above 
► '.ive  or  fix  months :  although  they  were  both  to- 
t^ether  at  one  time,  as  was  manifeft  by  their  both 
laving  but  one  and  the  fame  burthen  ;  and  this 
Second  child  was  fo  little  that  it  came  together 
I  vith  the  burthen,  and  wrapt  up  in  the  itiem- 
!  )ranes,  which  he  prefently  opened  to  fee  whe- 
her  it  was  alive ;  but  it  had  been  a  long  timd 
•  Vol.  II.  N  "  dead, 
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dead,  as  it  appeared  by  its  corruption. —  In| 
Chapman,  we  find  die  cafe  of  a  woman,  whok 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  foetus,  after  the  birth  oM 
a  living  child :  a  large  child  was  born  by  the  na^t 
tural  pains,  in  about  two  hours  after  the  niothea  j 
•^as  taken  in  labour:  he  attended  her,  and  in-,  i 
troducing  his  hand  [as  loas  his  conmon  ■  prac- i 
tice]  into  the  uterus,  the  moment  the  infant  was  \ 
born,  in  order  to  receive  the  placenta,  he  founc  5 
another  child  decayed,  about  the  bignefs  of  a/te  J 
tus  in  the  fixth,  month,  and  he  afterwards  deli  \ 
vered  two  diflin£l  placentas:  andRuY$cH-tells  us  \ 
cf  the  wife  of  a  certain  Surgeon,  atANrsxEU.' j 
DAM,  in  the  year  1686,  who  brought  forth  ; 
robuft  living  anfant,  and  within  fix  hours  aftejj 
this  birth,  fh^  brought  forth  likewife  an  emhrii 
of  a  confiderable  figure  and  magnitude;  inwhici 
it  was  remarkable,  that  the  funiculiLs  umbilical 
refemblcd  fo  many  hydatids;  fo,  that  the  who] 
feemed  to  be  a  chain  of  vejicles  filled  with  a  w| 

1 

tery  humour;  and  the  placenta  belonging  to  i 
was  of  fuch  a  thicknefs  and  magnitude,  that  w\ 
feldom  fee  it  thicker  or  larger  in  a  fxtus  thrfj 

montj 
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months  old.  —  In  Burton,  we  find  a  print  re- 
prefenting  the  fide  and  back  view  of  an  embrio, 
which  was  erroneoufly  called  a  Juperfctatiol. 
being  brought  forth  a  few  days  after  the  birth  of 
a  living  child,  at  its  full  term.    To  the  fame 
Gentleman  we  are  obliged  for  the  account  of  a 
mechanic's  wife  in  York,  who,  when  about.iwo 
months  pregnant,  perceived  daily  a  little  water 
come  froni  herwomb  ;  which  made  her  apprehen- 
M-e.that  whatflae  took  for  pregnancy,  was  really  a 
^ropjy  in  the  womb,  as  Ihe  called  it :  however, 
*s  (he  found  no  immediate  danger,  and  was  wiU 
img  to  avoid  expence,  fliemade  no  application  for 
affiftance:  although  fl.e  daily  parted  with  a  little 
water  for  fome  days,  and  then  the  running 
ceafed ;  (he  went  on  to  her  full  time,  and  brou^hl 
forth  a  living  child,  and  had  as  much  water^. 

bag,  as  fhe  ufed  to  have  with  her  former 
children  ;  but  the  after-birth  fte  faid  was  larg.r 
than  ufual.  having  fomething  growing  to  the  fide  ' 
of  "  (-^^  1-0:  the  next  year  fhe  be- 

came^  pregnant  again;  and  again  the  waters 
fc-kn.g  out  i.  the  third  month,  fl.e  applied  to 
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the  Doaor  for  his  affiftance.  left  (as  flie  faid) 
fhc  fhould  have  the  like  fubftancc  grow  again, 
that  might  be  larger,  and  not  be  got  fo  eafily 
away.    From  the  above  account,  he  was  led  to 
conjeaure  what  was  the  cafe,  which  was  verified 
in  the  event:  for  he  imagined,  he  fays,  fhe  was 
with  Twins,  and  that  the  bag  of  one  of  them 
had  burft  ;  but  the  other  fliU  increafed  and  com- 
prefTcd  the  placenta  and  mbrio  within  the  bag.  fo 
as  to  appear  as  above  defcribed  ;  he  therefore  dc- 
fired  the  woman  not  to  be  under  any  immediate 
concern,  but  to  keep  at  reft,  and  if  any  thing 
extraordinary  happened  to  let  him  know :  and 
when  fhe  fliould  lie  in,  to  tell  the  midwife  to 
be  particularly  careful  to  examine  the  after-birth 
very  accurately,  and  if  there  was  any  appear- 
ance  different  from  what  was  common,  to  fend 
for  him :  which  accordingly  was  done ;  and  he  found 
theremains  oUfaius  or  embrio,  about  three  inches 
long,  with  its  integuments,  8cc.  compreffed  very 
flat  and  moftly  corrupted,  aklrough  the  nerv-born 
ckUd  was  at  its  full  growth,  and  healthy :  this, 
he  fays,  made  fome  of  the  by-ftanders  imagmc 

there 
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there  liad  been  a  Jupcrfalati'on;  but  he  foon 
fhcvved  them  their  error  : — a  miftake  of  the  like 
kind,  he  tells  uj,  happened  at  Harlington, 
five  miles  from  Doncaster;  where,  the  wife  of 
a  farmer  fell  into  labour,  and  was  delivered  of 
a  living  girl,  w\ih  the  placenta,  on  Friday^  the 
25th  of  May,  1750;  and  on  Monday,  the  28th 
following,  about  Gx  o'clock  was  delivered  of  a  foe- 
tus, which  came  away  with  a  mafly  fubftance ;  but, 
whether  flefliy  or  compofed  of  large  clots  of  blood, 
they  could  not  lell :  however,  the  woman  recovered 
very  well;  and  the  Doflor  preferved  the  foetus  in 
fpirits  amongfl  his  colle<Sion. — cafe  like  this, 
is  mentioned  by  Johannes  Daniel  Geyerus, 
M  N.  C.  Dec.  2.  An.  5.  Obf.  133,  he  fays,  a 
living  child  was  born:   and,  "  Quum  vero  pc- 
"  ritius  fecundinam  infpiccrem,  quse  non  fere 
plerumque  oblonga,  fed  plana  &:  rotunda  erat, 
*•  inveni  earn  circumdatam  tenaci  membrana, 
"  inque  hac  inclufum  alteram  filiolum  ad  Spi- 
"  thanae  longitudinem  cujus  funiculus  umbilica- 
'*  lis  infertus  erat  propriis  placentae",  quas  akcri 
♦*  fortifTime  convexa  erat"    This  had  been  dead 
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for  forac  rime;  for  he  fays,  "  Cerebrum  Sc  he- 
*'  par  erant  putrida,  corvero  inflar  cordis  claudac, 
"  refus  inftar  phafeoli,  funiculus  umbilicalis  in- 
♦*  ftar  pennze  infertus  hepad  Sc  vefica;,  Sec."— ^ 
Dr.  Smellie  fpeaking  of  Juperfcetation,  fays,  in 
all  thofe  cafes  which  gave  rife  to  this  fuppofition, 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  woman  was 
adually  with  child  of  Twins  ;  one  of  which 
lying  next  the  oi  internum  might  chance  to  die 
and  mortify,  fo  as  that  the  membranes  give  way, 
a-nd  the  dead  Jxlus  is  difcharged ;  while  the  other 
remains  in  the  uterus,  and  is  delivered  at  the 
full  time.  On  the  other  hand,  by  fome  acci- 
dent, the  firfl  and  largeft  may  be  born  fomg 
days  or  weeks  before  the  full  time,  and  after- 
wards the  OS  tinea  contra£l  fo  as  to  detain  the 
other  till  the  due  period.  At  other  times,  the 
child  that  lies  next  to  the  fundus  is  the  fraalleft, 
and  follows  after  the  birth  of  the  other  ;  fometimes 
dead  and  putiified,  and  fometimes  in  an  ema- 
ciated condition.  See  coll.  6.  vol.  2.— Alfo  cafes- 
ioeSc  107  of  this  work;  befides  the  hiftories  of 
exira-ulerine  conceptions  given  us  in  Dr.  Smel- 

lie's 
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he's  CollciSion.  In  the  Bibliotheca  Anatomica, 
wc  have  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who,  at  the  ufual 
period  of  geflation,  had  fuch  pains  as  made  her 
judge  herfelf  to  be  in  labour;  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  About  this  time  the  fottus  died,  and  at 
the  end  of^e  eighteenth  month,  after  fufferirig  a 
great  deal,  fhe  complained  of  a  great  pain  about 
her  navel,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fungous 
ulcer  near  that  part,  which  was  afterwards  dila- 
ted, and  the  foetus  taken  out;  which  lay  in  the 
right  fallopian  tube,  the  head  downwards  and  its 
Sheels  to  the  diaphragm,  the  placenta  adhering  to 
•the  tube.  This  woman,  we  are  told,  recovered 
from  this  feemingly  improbable  operation,  and 
bore  children  afterwards,  viz.  a  girl,  within  two 
years ;  and  in  the  fpace  of  another  year,  a  girl 
and  a  boy  at  one  birth. — In  Giffard,  we  find 
the  cafe  of  a  foetus,  above  fix  months  old,  con- 
tained in  a  facculus,  without  the  womb,  and  pro- 
truded through  the  anus :  he  tells  us  there  was 
a  large  difcharge  of  grumous  blood,  and  other 
fubftances,  thrt)ugh  the  anus;  which  continued 
coming  away  till  the  woman  died:  there  was  a 
^  N  4  fulnefs. 
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fulnefs  and  hardnefs  very  perceptibly  to  be  felt 
outwardly  in  the  fore -part  of  the  belly,  feme 
diftance  below  the  navel,  frorei  the  time  that  the 
icelus  came  away  till  the  hour  of  her  death; 
which,  upon  opening   the  body,  he  was  well 
affurcd,  was  the  uierus  drove  upwards  and  for- 
wards by  the  Jacculus,  which  being  large  and  dif- 
tended  filled  up  the  pelvis,  and  by  its  bulk  preff 
fed  the  uUrus  both  upwards  and  forwards. — Dr. 
DoDD,  phyfician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, was  prefent  whilfl  Mr.  Nourse,  Sur- 
geon to  the  faid  Hofpital,  and  himfelf  opened 
the    body ;    wherein  the  vagina,   uterus,  liga- 
menta  rotunda,  the  ovary,  fallopian  tube,  and  liga- 
mentum  latum;  together  with  the /y/)o^^/-/c  and, 
Jpermatic  veffels,  were  found  on  the  left  fide  in  a 
natural  ftate  ;  the  fallopian  tube  on  the  right  fide, 
was  traced  from  the  fundus  uteri,  almoft  to  the 
morfus  diaboli,  where  it  opened  into,  and  was 
confufedly  and  clofely  united  with  a  facculus  im- 
mediately to  be  defcribed;   the  ovary  on  this 
fide,  together  with  the  ligamentum  latum  was  di 
lated  int^  a  large  facculus,  of  an  irregular  form 

extendin 
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extending  ilfelf  behind  the  uterus,  (to  the  back 
part  of  which  it  adhered)  and  paffing  on  to- 
ards  the  left  fide,  was  connefted  to  that  part  of 
the  colon  that  terminates  in  the  return;  as  alfo  to 
tlie  return  :  in  this  Jacculus  was  found  part  of 
a  placenta,  and  the  remains  of  the  lacerated 
membranes;  and  befides  the  aperture  of  the  fal- 
lopian tube,  mentioned  before,  there  was  another 
about  four  inches  in  diameter,  into  the  middle 
of  the  return :  that  part  of  the  ureter  on  the 
right  fide,  which  lay  between  the  ovary  and  the 
kidney  was  dilated;  and  fo  was  that  part  of  the 
'  redum  between  the  aperture  and  the  colon ;  the 
|idiIatation  of  both  thefe  canals  was  caufed  from 
I  the  contents  being  obftruiSed  in  the  paflage.  This 
curious  and  uncommon  cafe,  the^, author  tells 
us,  was  communicated  to  the  RiJfyal  Society, 
and  the  parts  fhewn  them:  the  Prefidcnt,  Sir 
Hans  Sloan e,  ordered  two  draughts  to  be  taken 
of  them,  which  are  annexed  to  this  account, 
and  very  accurately  defcribed  :  the  feeltis,  we  arc 
told,  was  perfeft  in  all  its  parts ;  but  much 
waflcd,  ihrunk,   and  putrified,  from  its  being 

forac 
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fomc  time  dead. — In  Chapman,  wc  likewife  mc 
with  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  a  woman,  wh 
was  delivered  at  the  anus,  in  many  refpeds  fimi-il 
lar  to  that  which  is  above  related  by  Giffard 
We  find  in  the  Firft  Volume  of  Medical  Com- 
mentaries, that  Dr.  Hunter  met  wiih  a  very^ 
fmgular  cafe,  of  a  conception  in  the  faUopiaiOi 
tube:  in  confequence  of  that  tube  having  burft^ 
an  internal  hemorrhage  had  enfued,  which  occa>4 
fioned  the  death  of  the  woman :  he  fliewed  tho 
parts  to  his  pupils;  the  uterus  wa.s  enlarged^ 
nearly  as  much  as  it  would  have  been,  at  the  pe- 
riod at  which  the  woman  died,  had  the  concep- 
tion been  in  it ;  and  the  membrana  decidua  wai 
dillin6lly  fecn  lining  the  fundus  uteri:  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  cafe  confirmed  two  opinions, 
•which  he  had  before  entertained  concerning  tbi 
gravid  uterus;  it  fliewed,  that  the  enlargemen 
of  the  impregnated  uterus  does  not  happen  me 
chanically  from  the  increafmg  bulk  of  its  con- 
tents; it  fhewed  likewife,  that  the  decidua,  or 
outer  Jlratum  of  the  fecundities,  belongs  to  tha 
uterus,  and  not  to  the  ovum,  or  that  part  of  the 
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jnccpuon  which  is  brought  from  the  ovarium, 
1  the  fecond  volume  of  the  fame  work,  wc 
ive  the  two  following  very  fingular  accounts  of 
:lra-uterme  foe,li:  the  firft  is  communicated  by  Dr. 
y^HOMAS  Young,  ProfefTor  of  Midwifery  in  the 
Jniverlity  of  Edinburgh,  to  Dr.  Bell,  of  the  city^ 
f  Dublin: — in  the  cafe  of  Eleanor  Noon,  of 
h-REHAN,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  aged  2!,  who 
ifter  being   married   fifteen    months,   had  the 
fual  figns  of  pregnancy;  at  the  expiration  of 
:er  reckoning  flie  was  feized  with  labour  pains, 
hhich,  by  her  own  account,  were  very  violent 
lOr  forae  days,  and  continued  near  three  weeks, 
Tadually  becoming  more  languid,  until  they  en- 
jfrreiy  ceafed :  after  this,  fhe  perceived  no  mo- 
Icon  in  the  abdomen;  but  as  her  pains  abated,  her 
(eelly  increafed  in  bulk,  and  continued  to  do  fo 
HI  he  faw  her,  which  was  in  January,  1757: 
f:bout  five  months  after  fhe  was  feized  with  the 
ibour  pains ;  at  this  time,  the  whole  abdomen 
j?as  fo  much  diftended,  that  the  Do£lor  ima- 
ji-ned  that  fhe  afld  her  friends  had  miftaken  the 
lafc,  and  that  it  had  been  an  a/dies  from  the  be- 
ginning; 
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ginning ;  but  upon  minute  enquiry,  he  had  tool 
much  reafon  to  fu{'pe£l  what  afterwards  appeared|| 
to  be  well  founded:  fhe  was  emaciated  to  theii 
greateft  degree,  and  fo  weak,  as  not  to  be  able  tof 
fland,  or  even  to  bear  being  raifcd,  without  dif- 
trefs ;    fo,  that   from  every   circumflance,  hi 
judged  it  impoflible  that  fhe  could  outlive  a  fe 
weeks,  or  that  any  thing  could  be  done  to  ferve? 
her ;  but  upon  going  to  the  fame  part  of  th 
country,  about  four  months  after,  he  found  herl 
flill  living;  he  was  then  informed,  that  about  a| 
month  after  he  had  laft  fren  her,  all  the  watersj 
had  been  evacuated  from  a  fmall  rent  at  the  na 
vol,  and  had  come  away  in  fuch  quantities,  an 
-with  fuch  violence,  that  near  four  gallons  wen 
received  in  a  very  (hort  time ;  mixed  with  thid 
water  there  were  fome  flefhy  firings;  and,  as  th 
oozing  continued  fome  fmall  bones  came  away: 
this  made  the  cafe  evident  beyond  difpute  ;  and 
fiiuation  more  diflrefsful,  continues  he,  couli 
not  be-  conceived,  particularly,  as  the  poor  wo^ 
man  was  perfedly  fenlible  of  it,  with  all  its  hor-| 
rors,  her  underftanding  not  being  in  the  leaftj 
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iiaired  ;  flic  was,  if  pofllble,  more  emaciated 
an  formerly ;  flie  had  a  conftant  hedic  fever, 
ad  was  fo  weak  as  fcarcely  to  have  power  to 
:ieak  diflin£lly:  notwithflanding  this,  flie  was 
t^ry  defirous  to  live;  and,  what  was  extraordi- 
lary,  fays  the  Do6tor,  fhe  did  not  totally  dc- . 
»air  of  it ;  a  circumftance,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
Dutributed  not  a  little  to  fave  her  life ;  he  conli- 
cred  that  nature  had  been  fometimes  remark- 
loly  favourable  in  cafes  nearly  fimilar  to  this,  and 
aerefore  refolved  to  afhft  its  efforts  by  the  appli- 
ftdon  of  proper  cataplafms,  in  order  to  promote 
pppuration,  as  the  integuments  round  the  aper- 
ure  were  red,  and  fore  to  the  touch ;  but  he  was 
iifappointed  in  his  expeftaiions,  for,  in  aboul 
wen  weeks  after,  fhe  was  rather  flronger,  the 
iharity  of  her  neighbours  having  enabled  her  to 
Tocure  proper  diet;  befides  this,  the  opening 
./as  fo  clofed,  that  with  difficuhy  it  admitted  a 
nail  probe ;  and  the  rednefs  and  forenefs  were 
one:  from  this  time,  he  tells  us,  he  determined 
n  the  extra6lion  t)f  the  cxirancous  bodies  by  in- 
ifion,  as  tht  only  means  left  for  relieving  her : 

on 
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on  mentioning  it  to  her,  flic  eagerly  defired  thaj 
it  fliould  be  done,  from  a  convi^lion  of  theri» 
bcirig  no  other  chance  left  of  faving  her  lifel 
however,  as  her  fituation  was  fo  unpromifinj 
as  to  give  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  he  refolvcd  ti 
have  the  concurrence  of  more  of  the  profefllon 
and  had  her  accordingly  carried  to  Galwat 
which  was  about  twenty  miles  from  the  place  0 
her  refidence,  by  two  men  in  a  covered  litter 
which   journey  flic    bore  much   better  thai 
could  have  been  expeded.    On  his  confultin 
with  Doctors  Joyce,  Ryan,  and  Brown,  Phy- 
ficians,  reGding  in  Galway,  the  neccflity  of  t 
operation  was  agreed  upon ;  but  froiii  many  di 
couraging  circumftances,  but  little  hopes  of  fuo 
cefs  were  entertained :  however,  as  the  poor  w 
man  was  ftill  defirous  of  having  it  done,  he  per4| 
formed  it  in  the  prefencc  of  the  above  phyfi 
cians,  and  of  Dr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Hopkins 
two  Army  Surgeons,  the  latter  of  whom  aflift' 
ed  him:  he  made  an  incifion  in  the  mbft  promi- 
nent part  of  the  abdomen,  extending  about  twcwj 
inches  above,  and  as  far  below  the  navel ;  atl 
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,  this  incinon  he  extrac^ted  the  bones  of  two  full- 
rgrovvn  fxluss,  for  little  befides  the  bones  now 
;reraained ;  the  patient  bore  the  operation  better 
!than  could  have  been  expc£led ;  no  hemorrhage 
icnfued,  and  (lie  recovered  her  health  fo  very 
fpeedily,  as  to  be  able  to  menftruatc  in  little 
umore  than  three  months.    In  about  three  months 
r^nore  fhe  was  prevailed  on  to  cohabit  wiih  her 
laufband  ;  fhe  became  pregnant  in  two  months 
.lifter,  went  to  her  full  time,  and  had  an  eafy 
and  natural  labour,  and  healthful  child:  fincethat 
ilie  has  had  fix  more,  and  enjoys  as  great  a  fhare 
bi  health  and  flrength  of  conftitution,  as  mofl 
iQCople.  During  the  operation,  the  Doftor  informs 
that  he  mtroduced  his  hand  feveral  times  into 
»he  abdomen,  both  that  he  might  extra£l;  all  the 
□ones  and  other  extraneous  matters ;  and,  that 
tie  might  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  fatusi 
utK  in  the  uterus,  or  in  any  cyjl  formed  for  them ; 
ome  of  the  other  gentlemen  prefent  alfo  did  the 
ame ;  but  the  weaknefs  of  the  woman  prevented, 
tiem  from  makjng  fuch  an  examination,  as 
i«euld  have  been  fufficient  for  determining  this 
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pbi'nt  with  certainty.  Moft  of  the  gentlemen 
prefent  imagined  the  former  to  have  been  the 
cafe :  and,  indeed,  the  thicknefs  and  firmnefs  of 
the  fubftance,  in  which  the  fattuis  were  con- 
tained, feemed  to  corroborate  that  opinion ;  but 
beGdes  this,  the  woman  flill  perfifls,  in  a^^erting, 
that  the  waters  came  away  from  her  in  that  la- 
bour in  the  natural  way,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner that  they  have  done  in  feveral  other  labours 
Cnce ;  which  alTertion,  if  true,  would  put  it  be- 
yond all  doubt,  that  the  fcctuss  were  lodged  in 
the  uterus,  and  not  in  any  particular  c}Ji, 
—  The  other  cafe  is  that  of  an  extra-ut 
rine  fetus,  voided  by  flool,  twenty-two  years 
after  pregnancy,  by  Dr.  Peicival,  f.  r.  s»' 
et  s.  A.  and  is  as  follows: — July,  1751,  Mrs. 
T.  of  R — — ,  nearMoTTRAM,  aged  twenty-fou 
years,  received  a  fudden  fright  in  the  fixth  mont' 
of  her  pregnancy,  which  occafioned  a  fevere  paii 
in  her  loins,  and  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a  flood-»| 
ing,  but  without  a  mifcarriage ;  thefe  fymptom* 
were  relieved  by  medicines,  then  dire£led  for  her,| 
by  an  experienced  and  judicious  furgeon;  bu< 
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her  abdomen  afterwards  became  much  diftended, 
and  continued  fo  for  about  half  a  year ;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  it  fubfidcd  all  at  once,  while 
flic  lay  in  a  recumbent  poflure :  foon  after  her 
}  menfes  appeared  again,  and  returned  at  the  ilated 
j  periods  in  fufficient  quantity ;  but  they  were  al- 
^  ways  attended  with  violent  pain:  milk  alfo  flow- 
,  cd  from  her  breads  during  feveral  years.  In 
.1757  fhc  was  afflided  with  great  flatulence,  and 
(  often  with  hyfterical  fits ;  her  uterine  difcharges 
1  were  become  very  putrid,  and  her  health  and 
J  Urcngth  feemed  to  be  gradually  impairing  ;  ftie 
t  confulted  our  author  in  May,  1772,  and  re- 
iceived  great  benefit  horn  an  emetic,  an  infufion 
( of  Peruvian  bark,  and  frequent  dofes  of  the  acid 
ttlixirof  vitriol:  at  this  time  flie  laboured  under 
t  the  hamorrhoids;  complained  of  great  pain  in 
!  her  loins,  and  about  the  os  [acrian\  had  frequent 
I  flufhings  in  her  face,  and  was  much  troubled  with 
I  licknefs  and  thirft.    The  apothecary  had  taken 
t  eight  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  had 
^given  her  foma  aperient  medicines;  he  direfled 
I  leeches  to  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  an  cleft  uary 
.  Vol.  U.  O  cow- 
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compofed  of  the  lenitive  elecluary  Jlqwer  of  Jul- 
phur,  an  infufion  of  coluvibo  root,  and,  the  fol- 
lowing clyfters,  to  be  inje6led  every  night  at 
bed-time,  Rcc.  01.  e  pedib.  Bor.  iv  ot.  Tin6l. 
Theb,  V.  0.  JubaB,  j  dr.  m.  f.  Enema. 

May  12,  flie  began  this  courfe  of  medicine. 

13,  flie  difcharged  by  the  anus  two 
bones  of  a  child's  head. 

14,  fhc  voided  in  the  fame  way  an- 
other bone  of  the  head. 

17,  flie  difcharged  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  wanting  fome  of  the  vijcera  of  a  female 
foetus. 

ig,  flie  parted  with  a  thigh  bone; 
and  afterwards  was  not  fenfiblc  of  any  dif- 
chargc  of  this  nature. 

On  the  7th  of  JuNr,  when  the  Do£lor  favv 
her  again,  her  pains  were  abated,  her  appetite 
was  improved,  and  her  flrcngth  fcemed  to  be 
daily  increafing:  in  which  flate  of  conv^lefcencc 
file  continued  two  months ;    and  then,  from 
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fome  caufe,  which  the  diftance  of  her  place  of 
abode,  prevented  him  from  learning,  (he  fud- 
denly  relapfed,  and  died  in  a  few  days.  —  In 
vol.  5,  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  Mr,  John 
"  Smith,  Surgeon,  in  Uppingham,  has  commu- 
nicated a  very  Angular  cafe  to  Dr.  Duncan;  in 
which  the  bones  of  the  fcetus  were  difcharged  by 
ilool ;  and  from  which  the  patient  afterwards  re- 
1  covered. — In  the  Second  Volume  of  Medical  Ob- 
i  fervations  and  Enquiries,  we  find  a  cafe  of  an 
<  €?ctra-u(erine  Jcelus,  defcribed  by  Mr.  John  Bard, 
!  Surgeon,  at  New  York,  in  a  Letter  to  the  late  Dr. 
jJoHN  Fothergill  ,*  the  hiflory  of  which  is  as  fol- 
llows:  Mrs.  Stagg,  the  wife  of  a  mafon,  about 
saS  years  of  age,  having  had  one  child,  with- 
50ut  any  uncommon  fymptom,  either  during  her 
)pregnancy  or  labour,  became,  as  fhe  imagined, 
la  fecond  time  pregnant;   flie  was  more  dif- 
lordered    in   this  than  her  former  pregnancy; 
ifrequently  feveriRi ;  the  fwelling  of  her  belly 
lot  fo  equal ;  nor  the  motion  of  the  child  fo 
Arong  and  livefy:  at  the  end  of  nine  months, 
'vhen  flie  expefled  her  delivery,  flie  had  fome 
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pains;  but  without  a  flow  of  waters,  or  any 
other  difcharge;  the  pains  foon  went  off,  and 
the  fwelling  grew  gradually  lefs  ;  but  there  fti  11 
remained  a  large  hard,  indolent,  moveable  /u- 
mor,  inclining  a  little  to  the  right  fide ;  fhe  had 
a  return  of  her  menjts,  continued  regular  five 
months,    conreived  again,  and  enjoyed  belter 
health;  the  fwelling  of  her  belly  became  more 
equal  and  uniform ;    and  at  the  end  of  nine 
months,  after  a  fbort  and  eafy  labour,  flie  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  child:  the  tumor  on  the 
light  fide  had  again  the  fame  appearance  as  be- 
fore her  laft  pregnancy ;  five  days  after  delivery, 
flie  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  a  purging, 
fuppreflion  of  the  lochia,  pain  in  the  tumor,  and 
profufe  fetid  fweats.    By  careful  treatment,  thefc 
thrcatning  fymptoms  were,  in  fome  meafure,  re- 
moved ;  but  there  flill  remained  a  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, flow  heflic  fever,  night  fweats,  and  a  diar- 
rhcea.    To  the  lumor,  which  continued  painful, 
and  gradually  increafcd,  were  applied  fomenta- 
tions and  emollient  pulticcs;  and  at  the  end  of 
nine  weeks,  Mr.  Bard  perceived  fo  evident  a 
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flu£luation  of  matter  I'n  it,  that  he  defiicd  Dif. 
HucK,  Phyfician  to  the  Army,  to  viGt  this  pa- 
tient with  him,  and  be  prefent  at  the  opening,  of 
the  tumor,  concluding  from,  the  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  that  they  fliould  find  an  exlra-ulerinefceius ;. 
an  opening  was  made  in  the  moft  prominent  part 
of  the  tumor,  about  the  middle  of  the  right  rec- 
tus mufcle,  beginning  as  high  as  the  navel,,  and 
cairj'ing  it  downwards  •  there  iffued  a  vafl  quan- 
tity of  extremely  fetid  matter,  together  with  the 
third  prialanx  o(  a  finger  of  a  child:  introducino- 
his  finger  fnto  the  ahfcejs,  he  found  an  opening 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  by  the  fide  of 
the  reans  mufcle,   through  which  he  felt  the 
child's  elbow  :  he  then  directed  his  inciGon  ob- 
liquely dou-nwards  to  the  right  ilwrn,  and  ex- 
t  tracted  a  fceius  of  the  common  fize,  at  the  ordi- 
^  nary  time  of  delivery ;  the  frontal,  parietal,  and 
f  eccipital  bones :  as  alfo,  the  third  phalanges  of 
the  fingers  of  one  hand,  fcparated  by  putrefac 
tion.  remained  behind,  which  he  alfo  took  out: 
>  they  Tmagincd  Ue  placenta  and  funis  umbilicaU^ 
^wcrc  diirolvcd  into  pus-,  of  which  there  was  a 
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great  quantity,  by  the  ufe  of  fomentations  and 
deterfive  injedlons,  while  the  difcharge  was 
copious,  fetid,  and  offenGve ;  and  by  the  appli- 
cation of  proper  bandages,  and  dreffing  with  dry 
lint  only,  when  the  pus  became  laudable,  the  ca- 
vity contra£ied,  filled  up,  and  was  cicatrized  in 
ten  weeks.  The  fource  of  the  heclic  being  rc- 
njoved  with  the  help  of  the  bark,  and  elixir  of 
vttrioly  and  a  proper  diet,  fhe  quickly  recovered 
good  health  ;  her  milk,  which  had  left  her  from 
the  time  fhe  was  fcized  with  the  fever,  returned 
in  great  plenty  after  the  abfcejs  wa.s  healed;  and 
llic  was  able  to  fuckle  a  healthy  infant. 

I* OR  the  following  very  remarkable  Cafe  of 
an  exlra-uUriru  fccLus,  we  arc  obliged  to  Dr. 
Charles  Kklly  ;  and  for  the  communication  of 
it  in  the  Third  Volume  of  Medical  Obfervations 
find  Inquiries,  to  the  late  Mr.  Macaulay. 

In  the  year  1756,  he  was  dfcfired  by  Dr. 
Craw  FOR  11,  to  go  wiih  him  to  fee  a  patient  he 
had  bctn  called  to  three  days  before,  who  ap- 
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peared  to  be  in  labour,  and  had  been  attended 
by  a  midwife  three  or  four  days  before  he  was 
lent  for:  on  pafljng  a  finger  into  the  vagina,  the 
licad  of  a  child  was  plainly  felt,  and  fo  far  ad- 
vanced into  the  pclvh,  that  it  fecmed  to  require 
but  two  or  three  pains  to  bring  it  into  the  world; 
but  on  a  deliberate  examination,  the  following 
]  peculiarities  made  the  cafe  appear  quite  fingular. 
)  Firfl,  although  the  head  was  fo  far  advanced  into 
t  the  pelvis,  as  to  be  but  the  length  of  a  finger 
i  joint  from  the  Jourchel/.e\  yet  the  os  iinca  was 
i  Ctuated  clofe  to  the  Jymphifis  of  the  puhes,  and  fo 
1  high  up,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  reach  it ; 
a  and,  fo  far  as  this  difficult  accefs  would  permit  a 
i  judgment  to  be  formed  of  the  flate  of  this  part, 
i  it  feemed  to  be  not  at  all  dilated;  and  its  labia, 
t>  were  more  hard,  as  well  as  more  prominent,  than, 
:  could  be  expecled,  as  the  woman  thought  herfelf 
I  arrived  at  the  full  time  of  pregnancy.  Secondly, 
if  the  fore  finger  of  one  hand  was  paffed  per  va- 
■ginam,  and  that  of  the  other  per  anum;  the 
child's  head  was  plainly  felt,  and  even  tlic  Jutures 
1  diflinguiflied  between  them  both ;  but,  per  vagi- 

O  4  Tiam 


[     300  ] 

ginam  only;  no  more  than  one  fide  of  the  head 
could  be  felt,  which  was  that  fide  which  pointed 
towards  the  puhes.    Thirdly,  on  feeling  the  ab- 

domcn  externally,  the  upper  limits  of  its  turae- 
faftion  were  not  fo  regularly  circumfcribed,  as  is 
ufual  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy :  thefe 
circumftances  maturely  confidcred,  gave  room  to 
fufpe£l,  that  the  child  was  not  in  the  cavity  of 
the  womb  ;  for,  although  it  often  happens,  that 
the  head  defccnds  very  low  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis ;  while  the  os  uteri  not  only  remains  undi- 
lated,  but  likewife  is  fituated  fo  high  up,  that 
we  reach  it  with  difficulty;  yet,  in  thefe  cafes, 
the  OS  uteri  generally,  if  not  always,  points  to- 
wards the  Jacriim:  whereas,  in  the  cafe  under 
confideration,  it  wa5  fo  clofc  to  the  puhes,  that 
the  finger  was  pretty  much  preffed  between  that 
and  the  tiunor  made  by  the  blood,  before  it  could 
be  reached  ;  by  the  fccond  peculiarity,  the  head 
did  very  clearly  appear  to  be  got  down  between 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  vagina,  and  the  interior 
part  of  the  rcBuvi ;  for  though  there  is  no  natu- 

^ral  cavity  there  to'receive  it,  yet,  it  is  well  known, 

that 
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Ithat  thcfe  two  membranous  parts,  which  make 
ithe  partition  between  one  pafTage  and  the  other, 
lare  connefled  together  by  a  cellular  membrane; 
iwhich  may  very  eafily  give  way  to  the  preffurc  of 
any  folid  part  protruding  againft  it,  with  that 
idegree  of  force,  which  the  head  of  the  child  in 
Uhis  cafe,  did  ;  efpecially,  as  it  was  continued 
cfor  fo  Jong  a  time  as  eight  days :  during  which, 
khe  pains  were  flrong  and  frequent.    There  is 
inaturally  a  deep  fort  of  cavity  between  the  rec- 
'urn  and  the  back  part  of  the  uterus,  made  by  the 
derilOTiaum,  defcending  pretty  low,  and  forming 
I.  kind  of  pouch,  in  which  a  portion  of  the  fmall 
mteftines,  when  the  uterus  is  not  pregnant  is 
commonly  lodged;    and  fometimes,  the  intcf- 
tines  themfelves,  by  preffing  hard  againft  the 
vitonaum  at  this  mofl  depending  part  of  the  ah- 
'omen,  gradually  ftretch  this  membrane,  fo  as  to- 
-eepen  this  cavity  much,  and  thereby  difTca  as 
t  were  the  back  part  of  the  vagina  from  the  forc- 
i.art  of  the  reclum;  and  by  thefe  means,  forra 
hat  tumor  in  tl;e  vagina,  which  is  called  a  her- 
ia  vaginalis:  in  this  cafe,  the  head  of  the  child 

fcemcd 
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fccmed  to  have  produced  die  fame  elTecl.  No  | 
circumllance  fo  flrongly  indicated  the  head  be- 
ing in  this  fituation,  as  that  of  not  being  able  to 
pafs  a  finger  between  the  tumor  jnade  by  the 
head  and  the  back  part  of  the  vagina ;  for,  in 
every  natural  cafe,  where  the  head  is  fo  far  ad-^ 
vanced  into  i\\e  pelvis,  as  it  was  in  the  prefent ; 
even  though  the  os  uteri  be  not  dilated,  there  is 
always  a  vacant  fpace  between  the  tumor  made 
by  the  head  and  the  back  part  of  the  vagina : 
but  here  there  was  none.  The  third  Peculia- 
rity above-mentioned,  fcrved  to  corroborate  thatB' 
opinion  of  the  cafe,  which  the  firfl  and  fecohd 
gave  rife  to  ;  for,  as  the  patient  was  a  very  thin 
woman,  had  the  ulerus  been  diftendcd  in  the 
ufual  manner,  the  circumfcribed  border  of  its 
fundus  might  have  been  dil"lin£lly  felt  through 
the  parides  of  the  abdomen.  The  fi  lends  of  the 
poor  woman,  who  were  prefljng  to  know  why 
file  was  not  delivered,  were  given  to  underlland, 
that  it  was  greatly  apprehended  flie  could  not  be 
delivered  at  all;  as  the  child,  inflead  of  being 
in  the  womb,  appealed  to  be  in  that  pari  of  hen 

belly 


[a 


r  ] 

belly,  from  whence  Nature  had  provided  no  paU 
,fage:  however,  the  cafe  was  promifcd  to  be  con- 
fidered  of,  and  if  it  appeared  prafticable,  to  re- 
lieve her  by  any  method  that  might  occur  to  the 
,3eiitlcraen  concerned  in  the  cafe,  they  would  do 
/o;  but,  for  the  prefent,  they  could  do  nothing 
:nore  than  order  fomething  lo  raife  her  fpirits, 
;ind  abate  the  fcvcriiy  of  her  pain.    As  people 
ji.re  feldora  unanimous  in  their  opinions,  when 
safes  of  fo  uncommon  a  nature  occur,  no  me- 
nod,  that  was  likely  to  fucceed,  was  determined 
fpon  till  it  was  too  late  to  be  put  in  practice : 
lOr  the  patient  expired  in  the  night  of  the  fuc- 
;ceding  day.    Our  author  adds,  that  the  night 
titer  this  difcouraging  account  of  her  cafe,  had 
cen  given  to  the  people  about  her;  who,  he 
fys,  little  underRood,  and  Icfs  believed,  what 
las  told  them  ;  as  the  pains  continued  flrong, 
cother  midwife  was  called  to  her;  wlio,  upon 
:.amining,  afTured  the  patient,  and  all  prefcnr, 
lat  fi:ie  would  be  delivered  very  fpeedily  ;  and 
:e  hoped  likewife,  with  all  dcfircable  fafety : 
Id  accordingly  ordered  what  vyas  pecelTary  for 

the 
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the  reception  of  the  child  to  be  got  ready  im^  ^ 
mediately  :   what  fcrved  to  confirm  thefe  hopes,,  | 
we  are  told,  was  a  finall  red  difcharge,  whicla  i 
foon  after  came  on,  and  was  regarded  as  a  pro-  jj 
mifing  appearance ;  but  this  was  produced  hy 
the  midwife's  having  miftaken  the  pofterior  par<i 
of  the  vagina,  againfl  which  the  head  flrongI)|| 
prefTed,  for  the  membranes ;  which  thefe  mifi 
takes,  our  author  allows  were  both  natural,  andf 
perhaps  excufable  :  and  fays,  that  his  fole  reafor) 
lor  mentioning  thera,  was  to  point  out  how  nea 
the  bitth  the  child's  bead  fecmed  to  be:  he  the 
proceeds,  and  fays — being  informed  of  the  fata 
conclufion,  we  were  foiicitous  to  know,  if  oa 
opinion  of  the  cafe  had  been  juftly  formed,  an< 
went  to  afk  the  hufband's  permiffion  to  make  tl: 
necefiary  enqairy  for  that  purpofc  ;  he  was  gori 
out,  and  had  lift  pofitive  orders  that  fhe  flioulil 
not  be  opened.    After  waiting  a  coniiderabla 
time,  expelling  his  rcttwn,  and  hoping  to  prflii 
vail  over  his  prejudice  by  the  reafonable  argiljli 
ments  made  ufe  of  on  fuch  occafions,  we  at  lat^i 
pcrfuaded  the  women  who  were  left  in  charge 
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he  bodv,  to  permit  us  only  to  fliew  them,  that 
ic  child  was  not  in  the  womb ;  whereby  both 
icv  and  the  hufband  would  have  the  fatisfa^liotl 
1  knowing  that  hi,s  lofs  had  not  been  owing  ei- 
jr  to  negligence  or  ignorance.    As  this  con- 
ic was  but  faintly,  and  with  great  reluiSance 
:vcTi,  and  as  we  cxpeded  every  moment  the 
ufband's    return,   who  might   treat   us  very 
ighly,  for  a£ling  counter  to  the  orders  he  had 
ft,  we  did  not  make  the  examination  with  thaf 
liberation  and  accuracy  we  could  have  wiHi- 
;  however,  we  gained  great  (atisfaftion  in  re- 
d  to  the  principal  obje£ls  of  our  enquiry. 
:e  difcoveries  made  on  opening  the  abdomen,  I 
ill  relate  in  as  concife  a  manner  as  their  nature 
ii  permit.    The  titenis,  inUead  of  being  the 
n  and  largefl  part  in  view,  was  but  juft  raifcd 
ove  the  os  pubis,  and  had  the  ufual  appearance 
a  womb  in  the  unimpregnated  flate.  Tho 
afe  of  this  fituation  was  very  apparent,  as  we 
md  the  head  of  the  child  fettled  quite  iow- 
A'u  in  ihe  jl;e/y/5,^  between  the  vagina  nnd  rcc^ 
I,  jnfl  as  wc  cxpefted  ;  the  head,  in  dpfcendiu^f. 
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had"  obliged  the  uterus  to  rife  above  the  pules ; 
the  feet  of  the  child  reached  very  near  the  Jcro 
biculus  cordis,  but  were  not  viQble  till  the  owicn 
ium  and  a  large  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftine 
were  turned  a  fide ;  the  child  was  not  large,  nci 
ther  was  it  fo  fmall  as  fome  children  at  the  ful 
time ;  the  cuticle  was  entire,  and  there  were  not 
either  in  colour,  fmell,  or  any  other  refpeft,  th 
lead  figns  of  putrefadion  ;  by  which  we  judge 
it  had  died  much  about  the  fame  time  with  it 
mother ;  the  placenta  adhered  moftly  to  the  peri 
tonauni;  on  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen,  ex 
tending  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  ilium ;  and  it 
pofterior  edge  adhered  to  a  part  of  the  mejentery 
its  inferior  part  was  attached  to  the  right  liga 
mentum  latum  uteri;  from  whence  it  extended  up 
wards  towards  the  ribs:  it  was  attached  mor 
firmly  to  thefe  parts,  than  the  placenta  in  genera 
is  to  the  uterus:  and,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  o 
the  child,    was  twice    as  large  in  its  furfac'' 
as    might   have    been  expe^tfd.    They  woul 
have  been   extremely  glad,  he  fays,    to  havs 
examined   the  appendages  of  the  uterus,  efpe- 

ciali 
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ally  the  fallopian  tubes;  but  their  hurry  and 
mfufion,  from  their  being  fo  difagreeably  cir- 
Mmftanced.  prevented  them;   and  they  were 
m  clofely  watched  to  take  any  thing  away  ; 
icrefore  they  were  not  able  to  difcover,  whe- 
ler.  or  not  the  child  had  burft  one  of  the>/^- 
v.n  tubes,  after  being  fometitne  contained  and 
:uri{hed  therein,  as  moft  commonly  happens 
)sk^cxtra^utcrinejatus\;  but,  from  ciicumflan- 
it  feems  moft  probable,  that  the  ovum,  whea 
I  difengaged  from  the  ovarium  had  fallen  to 
depending  part  of  the  abdomen,  without  be- 
received  into  the  tube.    The  circumftanccs 
cch  countenance  this  opinion,  are  principally 
te:  ia  the  firft  place,  the  woman  had  never 
n  affeaed  in  that  manner  which  women  are, 
rn  one  of  iht  fallopiar^  tubes  is  ruptured  by  the 
•vth  of  an  ovum,  detained  in  its  canal ;  fuch  as 
5g  Tuddenly  furprized  with  a  fenfe  of  fome- 
I  burning  within  them,  attended  with  violent 
•  '"^  "  °f  blood  from  the  uterus  - 

had,  andced,  h^r  mennrual  difcharge  but 
'Was  regular  in  point  of  time,  tho.gh  defi- 


cient 


[     208  ] 

cient  in  quality,  efpccially  in  the  latter  months  j 
ftie  had  not  been  afflided  with  any  particular 
pains,  till  flie  thought  herfelf  in  labour :  her 
principal  complaints  before  that,  were  a  great 
bearing  down  backwards,  as  fhe  expreffcd  it,  and 
a  difficulty  in  going  to  flool.  In  the  next  place 
the  child  was  alive,  and  plainly  felt  to  move» 
during  the  time  flie  feemed  in  labour ;  whereas, 
in  a  cafe  where  the  tube  is  burfl,  our  author  be- 
lieves it  commohly  liappens,  that  the  child  die 
foon  afterwards,  and  long  before  it  has  acquire 
its  full  growth;  and  in  the  lafl  place,  the  attach 

meiit  of  the  p'acmta  to  the  pcrttonaum,  affords  a 

.  .  i 

fliong  prefumption  for  entertaining  the  opinio 
above-mentioned ;  for,  had  the  ovum  remaine 
any  confidcrable  time  in  one  of  the  tubes,  i 
vafcular  part  or  placenta  would  have  adhered  t 
the  internal  furface  of  the  tube:  and,  althoug 
upon  the  tubes  burfting,  the  fetus  might  ^SLym^ 
been  difcngagcd  from  it,  yet  the  placenta  wou 
cither  have  remained  adhering  to  the  tube, 
would  not  have  been  attached  at  all  to  any  pa 
lut  the  adheficn  (as  has  been  already  obferv 
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was  uncommonly  firm  ;  that  the  peritonaUm  Wa^ 
i  the  part  to  which  it  did  adhere,  is  a  fa£l  We 
'  Ihould  not  ht  deceived  in,  for  being  an  unex-* 
:  pefted  circumftance,  it  engaged  our  particular 
|i  notice.    It  riiay  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that 
:  this  Ctuation  of  the  placenta  feems  to  corroborate 
ji  the  prefent  prevailing  opinion,  that  a  fxtus  in 
it  the  womb  is  not  notirifhed  by  a  tranfmilfion  of 
rred  blood  ffom  the  mother  to  the  child,  but  by 
rnutritious  juices   abforbed  from  the  maternal 
ibblood  by  the  placenta.    1  cannot,  fays  this  Wri* 
'.fter,  help  pointing  out  another  particular  rela- 
ting to  the  placenta  in  this  extraordinary  cafe ;  I 
'.mean  its  being  fo  very  large  iti  proportion  to  the 
ralk  of  the  child:  Nature  here  furnifhed  an  in- 
*Uance  of  her  care  and  attention ;    for,  as  the 
■■)er{tonaum,  deflitute  of  large  blood  velTels,  can- 
't be  fo  well  adapted  to  the  pUrpofe  of  trarif- 
I  nitiing  nourifhment  to  a  child,  as  the  internal 
I  urface  of  the  uterus,  Nature,  in  order  to  com- 
Jioenfate  that  difadvantage,  gave  the  placenta  a 
jhauch  greater  extent  of  futface  than  common, 
|rnd  thereby  a  latge  fcope  for  performing  its  of- 
Vol.  II.  P  ficc. 
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fice»  The  only  metliod  that  gave  hopes  of  fuc* 
ccfs  in  the  above  cafe,  was  the  making  an  inci- 
fion  through  the  pofterior  part  of  the  vagina, 
againft  which  the  head  fo  flrongly  preffed ;  and 
which,  in  confequence  of  that  preffure,  was  be-, 
come  extremely  thin,  the  child  might,  by  fuch. 
means,  have  been  eafily  extrafled;  and  it  is 
Itkewife  very  probable,  that  the  placenta  would 
in  time  have  difengaged  itfelf,  and  procured  an 
txit  through  the  fame  opening  ;  but  how  foon, 
or  how  well,  this  aperture  might  have  clofed, 
and  prevented  a  dangerous  defcent  of  the  intef- 
tines,  mere  eonjcflure  cannot  determine.  This 
woman,  we  are  farther  informed,  had  mifcarried 
two  or  three  times  j  but  never  went  her  full 
time  before. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  only  method  by 
which  it  is  allowed,  there  was  a  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  above-mentioned  moft  extraordinary 
cafe,  we  find  to  exa^lly  correfpond  with  the  idea 
entertained  by  Dr.  Colin  Mackenzie,  in  Sj, 
fimilar  inftance,  in  his  Reply  to  my  laft  Letter. 

In 
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In  the  fame  Volume  of  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Inquiries,  we  are  favoured  with  the  Extra^l 
of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Hay,  Surgeon, 
at  Leeds,  to  Dr.  William  Hunter,  with  an 
account  of  an  extra-uttrinc  fetttcs,  dated  Leeks, 
April  9,  1766.  The  fingular  circumflances 
attending  this  uncommon  caf«  will,  I  prefume, 
fufficienily  apologize  for  the  Whole  of  its  infer- 
tion  here;  the  following,  is  therefore  a  literal 
tranfcript  of  Mr.  Hay's  Letter  to  the  Dodor. 

**  I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you  an  acr 
**  count  of  an  extra-uterine  falus,  which  lately 
**  came  under  my  infpe£lion  ;  together,  with  the 
*'  fyraptoras  preceding  the  death  of  the  patient, 
•*  noted  down  as  they  occurred  (except  a  little  ii^ 
**  the  beginning)  during  my  attendance  upon  her. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  one  cafe  amongft 
*<•  the  great  number  which  are  publifhed,  of  this 
**  kind,  where  the ^/^zccr/ /a  remained  in  the  uterus, 
"  while  the  foetus  was  wholly  out  of  it.  What 
"  happens  in  fudden  lacerations  is  not  now  taken 
"  into  conlideration  ;  it  was  this  circumftance  that 

Pa  "  rendered 
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"  rendered  the  diagnofis  fo  obfcure  in  my  patient. 
"  I  was  inclined  to  believe  tiiere  was  fomcthing  in 
"  the  uterus  by  the  fliortening  of  the  os  tinea,  and 
"  preffure  of  the  collum  uteri  upon  the  vagina  ; 
"  while  the  want  of  that  diftind  diftenfion  of  the 
*'  uterus,  which  one  feels  through  the  abdorninal 
"  parieies,  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  ;  to- 
"  gether  with  the  hardnefs  and  length  of  the  os 
"  tinea,  atthc  end  of  the  ordinary  term  of  preg- 
nancy,  afforded  great  reafon  to  doubt  of  the 
uterui  containing  a  full  grown  faius  yet  the 
"  peculiar  fenfation  in  the  abdomen,  complained  of 
"  by  the  patient;  the  flow  of  milk  from  the  breafls, 
"  under  the  circumftanccs  mentioned  in  the  cafe, 
"  urged  me  flrongly  to  fuppofe  there  mufl.  be  a 
"Jcetiis  fomewhere;  the  dilTedion  reconciled  thefc 
'*  apparent  contradi£lions.  In  the  cafe  fent  you, 
*'  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe  the  fymptoms, 
*'  Sec.  as  clearly  as  I  could;  and,  I  hope,  I  have 
"  neither  omitted  any  very  material  circumflances, 
*'  nor  difguifcd  the  truth.  I  cannot  atteft  the  or- 
"  der  of  thefe  fads,  by  the  concurrent  evidenct 
of  any  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty;  for  no  one 
*'  viGtefl  the  patient  con{lant,ly  but  myfelf;  (lie  was 

"  fecn 
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"  feen  however,  at  different  times,  by  Dr.  Hirp, 
"  Dr.  Crowther,  and  Mr.  Dawson  ;  to  whom, 
"  (as  well  as  to  Mr.  Lucas)  I  mentioned  my  fuf- 
*'  picion  of  an  extra-uterine  Jotlus^  though  with 
"  great  diffidence,  from  the  obfcurity  of  the  cafe." 

The  history  of  the  DISEASE. 

1  N  the  latter  end  of  August,  1765,  I  vifited 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  aged  35  ;  of  a  good  habit  of 
bodv,  who  was  advanced  two  months  in  her 
fecond  pregnancy,  and  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  in  the  abdomen:  this  complaint  not  imme- 
diately yielding  to  opiates,  eight  ounces  of  blood 
TV  ere  drawn  from  the  arm,  gentle  laxatives  ad- 
miniAered,  and  emollient  clyllers  injeded;  by 
:  thefe  means  the  pains  abated,  and  fhe  continued 
;  free  from  this  complaint  till  the  fixth  month  of 
]  her  pregnancy ;  at  leafl,  the  degree  of  it  was  fo 
:  fmall,  that  fhe  made  no  application  for  medical 
faffiftancc:  it  was  felt  chiefly  in  the  itmhilical  re- 
{gion,  but  fomettmcs  darted  to  the  ilia,  efpecially 
llhe    left  J     and    fomctimes,   though    lefs  fre- 

P  3  quently» 
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qucntly, to  ihc  pudendum i  anus,  and  thighs:  this 
pain  very  feldom  left  her  entirely,  yet  had  fre- 
quent rcmiffions ;  tbefe  continued  rarely  above 
an  hour  or  two  at  a  time,  and  vvere  generally 
interrupted  by  the  motions  of  the  fcelus,  which 
always  brought  on  a  fevere  paroxyfrn ;  her  pulfc 
being  moderately  full,  though  not  very  tenfe, 
fix  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  fecond  attack,  which  procured 
fome  fliort  relief.    After  a  few  weeks  the  pulfc 
began  to  fink,  and  became  more  contra6led: 
however,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  did  not 
abate,  the  fame  quantity  of  blood  was  again 
drawn,  but  with  lefs  efFe£l.    Thro'  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  difordcr,  her  body  was  kept  open 
by  lenient  purgatives  of  various  kinds,  as  flic 
was  generally  inclined  to  be  coflive:  and  opi- 
qUi,  in  different  {dims,  were  frequently  admi-  j 
niftered,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  required : 
once  or  twice  fhe  was  relieved  by  fomenting  th& 
abdomen,  with  flannels  dipped  in  warm  water, 
mixed  with  one  fixth  of  vinegar ;  but  the  fo-  I 
mentation  foon  lofl  its  good  effed:  flie  fccraed 

to 
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to  obtain  the  greatefl  relief  from  the  application 
of  a  large  plaifter  to  the  abdomen,  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  flraincd  galbanum  and  a  drachm  of 
opium.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  term  of 
pregnancy,  flie  was  fometimes  feized  with  pains, 
fo  much  refembling  thofe  of  labour,  that  flic 
fent  for  me  twice,  expeding  to  be  delivered: 
once  at  the  end  of  the  eighdi  month,  and  again 
near  the  middle  of  the  ninth.  I  had  then  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  ftate  of  the  os 
tinea  and  abdomen  r  the  os  tincce  was  much  harder 
and  longer  than  it  ufually  is  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy ;  and  there  was  a  greater  and 
more  extended  prelfure  of  the  collum  uteri  upon 
the  vagina,  than  is  felt  before  impregnation ; 
the  abdomen  was  hard  and  diflended  as  high  as 
the  mean  diilance  between  the  navel  and  Jcrobi- 
culus  cordis;  yet  I  could  not  feel  any  diftin£l 
fwelling  of  the  uterus  through  the  abdominal 
parieles.  Near  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  fiie 
was  attacked  with  a  vomiting,  which  continued 
violent  for  t\yo  days ;  the  matter  thrown  up  had 
a  porraceous  appearance.    After  taking  the  fa- 
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line  draughts,  and  other  anti-emetics  joined 
with  the  tin5t.  ihebaica,  without  benefit,  the  vo- 
miting was  flayed  by  the  folid  opium,  a  grain  of 
which  was  given  every  liour  for  five  hours  fuc- 
CcfTively;  a  flight  ulcrine  hamorrhage  fucceeded 
the  vomiting  :  this  difcharge  became  [eroui  the 
day  after  its  appearance,  and  continued  fo  about 
?i  month,  except  a  few  days,  in  which  the  ha"  j 
morrhage  returned:  flie  had  likewife,  after  the 
vomiting,  a  prolapjus  of  the  anterior  part  of  the 
vagina,  which  defcended  without  the  labia,  in 
form  of  a  gut.  About  the  end  of  the  ninth 
month,  the  motion  of  the  fa:lus  ccafed,  and  with  1 
it  that  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  had 
affli^led  her  near  four  months :  the  breafls  foon 
afterwards  began  to  fwcll,  and  in  a  week's  time 
the  piilk  flowed  from  the  nipples ;  the  breafts  j 
fliortly  became  again  flaccid,  but  a  fmail  quan- 
tity of  milk  continued  to  flow,  upon  preffure,  for 
a  month;  flie  now  complained  of  forenefs  and 
vmcommon  coldnefs  in  the  abdomen;  her  burtheia 
felt  heavier,  and  feemed  to  her  to  fall  with  a 
greater  weight  than  ufual,  whenever  flic  turned 

herfelf 
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ocrfelf  in  bed ;  fhe  therefore  laid  chiefly  upon 
aer  fide,  as  the  bed  proved  a  fupport  for  her 
i)ody  in  that  pofture :  ahhough  the  pain  in  the 
nmbilical  region  ceafed  with  the  motion  of  the 
•xlus,  as  juft  mentioned ;  yet  fhe  had  for  a  month 
:ficr  this  period,  frequent  returns  of  the  fame 
purious  labour  pains,  which  had  come  on  to- 
c/ards  the  end  of  the  ufual  term  of  pregnancy, 
according  to  the  patient's  account,  thefe  pains 
cere  confiderably  different  from  each  other:  the 
!)rmer  fhe  compared  to  the  fudden  twiftings  of 
«r  bowels  with   a  cord;    the  latter  affe^led 
irincipally  the  contents  of  the  pelvis,  and  were 
Utendcd  with  a  violent  thrujling  (to  ufe  her  own 
fpreflion)  at  the  anus  and  pudendum:  the  lall 
iiid  moft  fevere  of  thefe  falfe  labour  pains  hap- 
imed  a  month  after  the  ceafing  of  the  child's 
Dotion,  and  continued  fix  hours,    with  very 
Dort  and  rare  intervals  of  eafe.    I  was  with  her 
;iove  two  hours  of  this  time,  and  found  the  os 
acts  not  at  all  affeded  with  the  pains  :  it  was 
lieed  fhoiter  and  lower  in  the  pelvis,  than  at 
:j  end  of  the  eighth  month  j  but  I  waa  not  feu- 

Cble 
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fible  of  any  change  in  its  hardnefs ;  there  was  like^ 
wife  a  more  confiderable  prefTure  from  the  inferiort! 
part  6f  the  body  of  the  uterus ;  that  portion  o| 
the  T/fl^ma^  which  had  been  prolapfed,  was  no 
retracted,  fo  as  to  form  only  an  inconfiderabl 
prominence.    In  this  paroxyfm  flic  got  fomc  re- 
lief by  three  grains  of  opium,  given  in  as  man 
hours;   although  a  frequent  vomiting,  whic 
attended  the  pain,  did  not  fufFcr  them  to  ftajj  i\ 
long  upon  her  ftomach;  the  pain,  however, 
ccafed  foon  after  injedling  a  clyfler,  made  wit 
four  ounces  of  broth,  and  fixty  drops  of  linEl 
thebaica ;  a  confiderable  quantity  of  bloody  Jt 
rum  was  difcharged  next  day  by  the  vagina,  am 
the  abdomen  remained  very  fore  for  feveral  dayai 
The  patient  lived  two  months  after  this  feverj  || 
attack,  and  was  feldom  above  a  day  or  two,  z 
once,  free  from  vomiting  ;  the  matter  thrown  u 
was,  once,  for  a  few  days,  Jlercoraccous,  duri 
which  time  flie  had  no  ftool ;  but,  in  genera  . 
it  had  a  porraceous  appearance,  and  her  fl^oojlp 
were  regular :  fhe  had  likewife  very  frequent,  a: 
often  loud  borborygmi;  (he  took  twenty  drops 
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tiriH.  thtbaka  every  night,  during  the  laft  month 
)f  her  life,  which  generally  allayed  the  vomit- 
ing, and  fupprefled  the  borborygmi  for  fcven  ox 
eight  hours;  there  was  a  fenfible  fluduation  in 
:lie  abdomen  a  fortnight  before  her  death,  which 
I,  did  not  happen  till  fhe  was  emaciated  to  the  laft 
^degree;  notwithllanding    the  greatnefg  of  her 
[ifufferings,  fhe  was  feldom  confined  to  her  be4^ 
^lil?ove  four  or  five  days  together,  and  could 
[jsjenerally  w^lk  down  flairs,  by  the  affiftance  of 

tier  hufband,  till  within  three  weeks  of  her 

r 

l^death.  The  lower  extremities,  efpecially  the 
eft,  began  about  this  time  to  remain  adematous, 
nd  even  when  kept  in  an  horizontal  pofition, 
vhich  before  had  always  removed  the  flight  ade-r 

)iaa  formed  in  the  day  time. 

The  dissection  of  the  BQDY. 

BEING  dcfirous  to  obtain  a  more  certain 

;;nowledge  of  the  caufe  of  thefe  uncommon  fym- 

Dms,  than  I  was  able  to  acquire,  during  the 
♦ 

life  of  the  patient,  I  procured  leave  to  examine 

the 
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the  contents  of  the  abdomen,  fee.  after  death, 
^vh^chwas  done  in  the  prefenceof  Dr,  Growth ek, 
a  phyfician  of  this  place-;  and  Meflrs.  Dawson, 
BiLLAM,  and  Lucas,  Surgeons.  I  made  a 
pun^lure  in  the  abdomen,  in  order  to  let  out  (hi 
contained  fluid,  which  was  in  quantity  aboiiE* 
two  quarts,  and  refembled  chocolate  both  in  coi- 
lour  and  confiftence :  we  obferved  forne  minut 
lumps  of  a  curdled  nature,  mixed  with  it,  toge- 
ther with  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  fluid  refemblin 
pus. 

The  abdomen  being  laid  open  by  a  tranfveife 
incifion,  we  perceived  the  omentum  much  exte- 
nuated, clofely  adhering  and  covering  the  fur- 
face  of  a  large  Jnc,  which  nearly  filled  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen,  the  omentum  adhering  like- 
wife  to  iht  peritoneum :  below  this  ^ac  there  ap-' 
peared  in  the  hypogajlrium  another  of  a  more 
globular  form,  ftretching  upwards  about  half 
way  betwixt  the  ojfa  pubis  and  the  navel,  and  oc- 
cupying with  its  center  the  left  inguinal  region. 
The  inteftines,  at  firfl  view,  did  not  appear; 

but. 
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ut,  upon  remo\  Ing  a  little  the  large  Jac  from  its 
natural  poGtion,  we  found  the  tranfverfe  arch  of 
ae  colon  contiguous  to  its  fuperior  part,  the 
ccateft  part,  of  the  inieftines  thruft  up  into  the 
'zh  hypochondre   and  the  reft  interpofed  between 
ae  great /ac  and  the  Jpine:  wherever  the  intef- 
mes  lay  in  conta£l  with  the  Jac,  they  had  formed 
aereto  fuch  ftrong  adhefions,  that  it  was  diffir 
ihlt  to  feparate  them  without  tearing  either  one 
•  the  other ;  the  inteftines  in  general  were  in  a 
^orbid  flate,  and  had  a  livid  gangrenous  ap- 
aarance ;  they  adhered  in  many  places  to  each 
kher,  as  well  as  to  the  Jac:  upon  the  whole, 
cejrefore,  I  may  fay,  that  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
mm  was  obliterated  by  the  univerfal  adhefioii 
the  parts  to  one  another ;  and  the  fluid  which 
las  dr.awn  off'  by  a  pun£lure  in  the  abdomen  be- 
fre  the  body  was  opened,  that  it  might  not  be 
i  illed,  and  which  I  had  fuppofed  to  be  con- 

ined  in  that  cavity,  was  aftually  contained  in 
t.e  great the  external  furface  of  the  Jac,  af- 

r  tearing  off  ^he  omcnlum  was  fmooth ;  its 
iicknefj  was  about  one  eighth  of  an  inch;  its 

internal 
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internal  furface  was  fpongy,  flocculcnt,  anfj; 
flightly  wrinkled,  fomewhat  rcfembling  that  cjf 
the  gravid  uterus,  after  the  raembranas  are  fepsj 
rated  from  It.  It  contained  befides  fame  remain 
of  the  fluid  abovementioned,  a  full-grown  fati 
of  a  mdderate  fize,  lying  in  a  curved  pofturi 
the  head,  with  the  face  turned  forwards,  occu 
pied  together,  with  the  left  arm,  the  fpace  b# 
twixt  the  right  05  ilium  and  the  /pine;  the  bac 
was  turned  upwards,  and  the  feet  to  the  left  Gd 
of  the  ahdomen ;  a  fraall  procefs  or  facculus,  U\ 
fembling  the  fing,er  of  a  glove,  was  formed  h 
twixt  the  thighs  of  the  fatus,  by  the  adhefion  i 
the  anterior  to  the  pofterior  part  of  the  great  Ji 
into  which  a  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftines  ha 
infmuated  itfclf ;  the  umbilical  chord  adhered,  1 
rtiany  places,  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  gre 
fac :  by  tracing,  this,  wc  were  led  to  a  large  apt 
lure  in  the  right  fide  of  the  inferior  globular  Jd\ 
already  mentioned;  from  whence,  that  whij 
contained  the  fatus  fecmed  to  have  its  origijyi 
This  inferior  fo(  we  now  found  to  be  the  uterti 
containing  a  very  thick  placenta,  which  adheralii^ 


f  ] 

^i/try  firmly  to  about  three  fourths  of  its  internal 
^.  urface,  having  the  navel  firing  attached  to  its 
(creuter;  and  this  center  correfponded  nearly  with 
j|:he  center  of  the  fundus  uteri;  the  placenta  was 
I  lot  thin,  and  extended  in  the  ulerus  as  in  a  na- 
p  aral  pregnancy ;  but  thick  in  proportion  to  its 
J.Dreadth:  for,  as  the  uterus  was  nearly  round, 
lund  the  ^kfe«^<i  filled  about  three  fourths  of  its 
pavity,  the  placenta  itfelf  made  a  large  fegment 
hf  a  fphere,  oppofite  to  the  os  tinea;  it  had  a 
rmooth  furface,  into-  the  middle  of  which  the 
iuunis  was  inferred ;  and  the  cavity,  between  this 
;.i.nd  the  os  tinca^  had  been  filled,  no  doubt,  with 
iLbe  chocolate-like  fluid  above-mentioned ;  the 
udacenta  filled  up  the  greatefl  part  of  the  aperture 
ff  communication  between  the  uterus  and  the 
leaving  a  narrow  tranfverfe  opening  at  its 
laferior  part,  through  which  four  fingers  might 
tie  cafily  introduced  in  a  flat  form;  the  fubflance 
l»f  the  uterus  was  from  one  half  to  feven  eighths 
ifi  an  inch  in  thieknefs,  indifferent  parts;  and 
»jmc  of  the  veins  were  large  enough  to  admit 
ihe  tip  of  ray  fore-finger.    We  could  find  no 

overies ; 
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emries;  the  fallopian  tube,  on  the  left  fide,  wai 
very  fmall :  the  place  of  that  on  the  right  fide, 
was  occupied  by  the  beginning  or  orifice  of  the  I 
Jac.  There  were  no  proper  membranes  of  the ' 
fxtus,  diflinfl  from  the  Jac,  in  which  it  was  in- 
cluded. But  to  fpeak  the  truth  ifrankly,  when  I 
fat  down  to  write  this  account,  I  recolleded  that! 
I  had  not,  at  the  time  of  the  Difle£lion,  taken' 
fufficient  pains  to  trace  the  membranes  from' 
the  edge  of  the  placenta  all  round ;  fo  that  I ' 
dare  not  now,  though  I  believe  it,  affirm,  that  I 
they  lined  the  fmall  remaining  cavity  of  the  I 
uterus,  and  made  the  inner  Jlratum  of  the  great 
Jac'y  the  uterus  was  fo  firmly  conne£lcd  with  the* 
adjacent  parts,  behind,  and  on  each  fide,  that  a 
feparation  could  not  be  made  without  violence: 
half  of  its  upper  part  was  covered  by  the  Jac,  to 
which  it  adhered ;  the  uterus  felt  fo  heavy,  thatf 
I  ^veighed  it  with  the  contained  placenta,  and 
found  their  weight  together  to  be  two  pounds 
and  a  half  avoirdupoife ;  the  bladder  was  fmall.! 
empty,  and  conne£led  as  ufual ;  the  floTDach.Bia 
liver,  and  thoracic  vijcera,  appeared  to  be  in 

foundB^ 
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found  (late;  the cw^/c/^f  was  not  at  all  ftripped  off 
from  the  fcelus  by  our  handling  it,  during  the 
I  examination  of  this  remarkable  cafe. 

Baron  Haller  has  publiflied  an  account  of 
^  an  extraordinary  pregnancy.   The  woman,  whofe 
icafe  is  related,  became  pregnant  in  June,  1763, 
land  after  continuing  fome  months  in  a  flate  of 
dangicor,  recovered  her  health  again;  fhe  conii- 
:nued  in  perfe£l  health  till  June,  1772,  when  flie 
was  carried  off  by  a  putrid  fever,  afcribed  to 
hhe  putrefaction  of  a  fceius,  which,  on  opening 
bhe  body,  was  found  within   a  Jac,  communi- 
jcating  with   the  uterus ;   befidcs  thofe,  already 
mentioned,  we  meet  with  many  other  cafes  of 
^xtra-uterine  geftation,  \v.  feveral  writers  upon  the 
lubjeft  of  Midwifery:  and  in  moil  of  the  re- 
lations upon  this   matter,  where  the  foetus  re- 
gained in  either  of  the  ovaria  or  tubes,  or  formed 
m   attachment    to    the    external  part  6f  the 
Uerus,  or  its  contiguous  parts,  it  was  always 
mail  in  fizc.  aijd  moft  commonly  died  at  an 
arly  period.    Inllances  have  often  occurred  of 
VoL.JI.  their 
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their  being  difcharged  by  abfccffes  through  the 
integuments  of  the  abdomm  .or  per  anum,  by 
flool.    The  Jecundines  and  waters  in  which  fuch 
faluss  are  endofed.  are  ufually  fmnlar  to, thofe 
in  uterine  gcftation;  but  th^  placenta,  which  in 
thefe  cafes  is  often  very  large,  and  the  external 
chorion  form  a  flrong  attachment  to  whatever  parts 
they  come  into  immediate  contaa  with.  —  As  a 
reference  to  Cafe  95,  communicated  in  my  laft 
Letter   to  the  late  Dr.  Macjcenzie.    See  La 
MoTTE,  Cafe  308. 
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CASE  XCVI. 

.Y\nN  hales,  an  unmarried  woman,  aged 
twenty-five;  naturally  of  a  healthy  and  ftrong 
bDnflitution,  but  of  a  low,  fufpicious  and  me- 
i.ncholy  turn  of  mind,  applied  to  me  in  the 
QOnth  of  February,  1772;  flie  complained  of 
nrrors,   tremors,   difturbed  fleep,    pain   in  her 
aad,  lofs  of  appetite,  the  fupprefiion  of  her 
tn/es,  which  fhe  attributed  to  a  cold  from  a 
r.mp  fhift,  and  an  inability  to  apply  with  atten- 
i-n  to  her  ufual  bufmcfs,  as  a  fervant ;  fup- 
)Dfing  the  cafe  to  be  chiefly  hyflerical,  and 
lit  in  the  leaft  fufpeding  thej.real  caufc,  for 
:  prefent  I  treated  it  :as:  fuoh ; ' and  in  a  feiv 
ys  after  that,   was  informed,  that  the  night 
(fore,    having   fliewn    confiderable  vexation 
imind,   fhe  had  put  an  end  to   her  exifl- 
Q,  2  ence, 
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ence,  in  the  following  very  extraordinary  man 
ner:  flie  had  tied  a  jack-line  (with  a  failor's 
knot,  which  fhe  had  learnt  from  having  lived  ini 
a  place,  chiefly  the  refidence  of  fea-faring  peo-j 
pie  ;   a  knot,   which  it  was    faid  no  one  ii| 
the    family  could    have    made    but  herfelfl 
twice    round    her    neck,     and    once  round 
the  fool  of  her  bed,  which  was  fcarcely  ten 
inches  from  the  ground;  her  head  was  clof* 
down  to  the  foot  of  the  bed  refling  upon  th< 
floor,  and  her  body  bent  double  over  it,  and 
rcftiiig  upon  her  feet:  a  very  flrange  poflure  t< 
throw  herfelf  into,  and  which  muft  require  mucl 
agility,    contrivance,   and  refolution,  and  hav 
killed   her,  either  by  immediate  ftrangulation 
or  the  inflantaneous  diflocation   of  the  vert 
bra  colli:  I  did  not  fee  her,  however,  in  th 
poRure,  but  give  it  nearly  as  it  was  defcribed 
me,  by  thofe  who  found  her  ;  to  whom  it  a 
pcared  fo  unlikely,  that  fhe  could  have  done 
herfelf,  that  hard  fufpicions  arofe  of  her  havi 
been  murdered  by  fome  other  perfon ;  but,  upc 
iheflriaca  enquiry,  it  could  not  be  difcoveredth 

the; 
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'lere  was  any  other  aid  or  afliflance,  than  her 
vn,  in  the  completion  of  this  tragical  buGnefs. 
;^on  the  Coroner's  Inqueft,  it  appeared  by  the 
lirmations  of  two  of  the  perfons  examined, 
that  file  had  been  often  heard  to  declare,  with 
m.uch  vehemence,    that  if  ever  fhe  was  with 
.child,  fiiC  ^vould  immediately  make  away  with 
berfelf;  it  was  therefore  thought  neceffary  to 
cn  the  body,  and  I  was  employed  to  do  it. 
The  ulerus  being  taken  out  of  the  abdomen,  I  ob- 
"erved,  that  the  texture  of  its  fubftance  was  not 
b  compad  as  that  of  an  mgravid  ulerus ;  its 
./efleis  were  exceedingly  enlarged,   and  much 
oonvoluted.    I  can  t  fay  that  I  took  any  pani- 
rular  notice  of  the  ovaua,  or  fallopian  lubes,  my 
principal  attention  being  direaed  to  the  contents 
f»f  the  Ulerus,  the  thicknefs  of  which  was  at  leall 
aaif  an  inch:  it  contained  an  ovum  as  large  as 
loofe's  egg.    and  not  at  all  unlike  it  in  figure; 
la  which  was  ^faius,  fo  well  formed,  that  the 
iavides  of  the  trunk  were  clofcd,  and  all  the 
:'ther  par:s  fo  manifeft  to  the  naked  eye,  that  it 
:/as  evidently 'to  be  diftinguifhed  of  the  feminine 
^  3  gender; 
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gender ;  the  head  was  much  difproportioned  to 
the  other  parts,  being  nearly  as  large  as  them 
all  put  together  ;  the  ovim  contained  about  four  j 
ounces  of  limpid  fluid ;  the  funis  uvibilicalis  was 
large  in  proportion  to  the  fxtus,  and  the  Jectin- 
dines  were  complete.  After  a  fufficient  infpcc- 
lion,  I  made  my  report  accordingly  ;  and  gave 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  decealed,  at  the  time 
of  her  death,  was  in  the  fourth  month  of  preg- 
nancy. Were  it  not,  that  La  Motte,  in  his 
Reflexion  on  Obfervation  176,  had  fufficientiy 
confuted  Harvey's  aflertion,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  plactnta  of  a  child  at  three  months, 
the  cafe  before  us  might  have  fully  ferved  to 
evince  the  futility  of  fuch  anppinion. 
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CASE  XCVII. 

False  Conceptions  being  now  accounted  for 
:  in  a  probable  and  certain  manner  ;  and  what  was, 
and  is  often  ftill  fo  called,  being  known  to  be  no- 
thing  more  than  the  dilTolution  of  a  real  emhrio  or 
j-fottus,  after  the  total  extinftion  of  its  vital  princi- 
'ples  :  amongft  the  many  cafes  of  this  kind  which 
,  I  have  met  with  in  my  praftice  ;  I  fhall  only  feled 
I  the  three  following  as  worthy  of  notice.  A 
■  young  woman,  of  a  delicate,  nervous,  and  vaf- 
cular  fyftem,  whom  I  had  delivered  twice  be- 
;  fore  ;  being  big  for  the  third  time,  and  having 
gone,  according  to  her  own  account,  about  three 
months,  was  taken  with  exceeding  fharp  pains, 
accompanied  with  a  fmall  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  vagina:  the  next  day,  the   29th  of 
October,  1772,  the  pains  dccreafcd;  {he  had 

4  tremors. 


C  ] 

tremors,  fyncoples,  and  flaiverings  ;  and  the  ha- 
morrhage,  which  had  been  but  trifling,  now  be- 
came dangeroufly  copious.    It  was  thought  pro- 
per  that    I    Qiould  be  confuked.    Upon  my 
coming  to  her,  I  found  a  midwife,  who  had 
been  with  her  from  the  Jfirn:  of  her  complaints,  ^ 
who  fliewed  me  a  large  clot  of  blood,  which  flie 
had  carefully  prefcrved  in  a  cloth  for  my  infpcc- 
tion:   this   flie  called  a  falfe  conception,  which 
flic  alledged  was  the  whole  that  was  to  come 
away,  and  that  nothing  more  remained  behind. 
I  wa filed  the  coagulum,  and  carefully  examined 
it ;   but,  upon  the  mofl  minute  examination, 
could  not  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion  of  the  mid- 
wife: I  therefore  proceeded  to  make  a  proper 
examination  ;  the  confequcnce  of  which  was,  I 
found  a  foft.  pulpy  fubflance,  filling  up  the  os 
internum,  which  I  inRantly  delivered ;  and  foon 
after  the  flux  of  blood  entirely  flopped:  it  was 
an  ovum  about  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  which 
contained  nothing  more  than  a  thick  gelatinous 
fubrtance;  but  I  could  notdifcover  in  it  the  leafl 
rudiments  of  a  fcetus.    The  patient  remained  in  a 
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low  and  debilitated  fiate  for  fome  time ;  but  at 
tngih  perfeflly  recovered:  and  foon  after  being 
pregnant  a  fourth  time,  in  the  third  month  of 
geftation  was  attacked  with  the  jaundice,  to  a 
mofl  violent  degree ;  for  which  fhe  was  twice 
bled,    took  the   neutral  falts  and  fea  water, 
which  in  fome  meafure  palliated  thefymptoms  ; 
v^'ct  the  yellownefs  of  the  countenance,  and  whites 
bf  the  eyes  flill  remained:  and  notwithflanding 
ler  lying-in  was  attended  with  eveiy  favourable 
;ircumfiance  that  could  be,  it  was  fuccceded  by 
this  difbrder,  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  be- 
cfore  her  delivery,  and  it  did  not  entirely  ter- 
minate till   four   months  after  it ;  when  ftie 
/o'ided  a  gall-flone  nearly  as  large  as  amiddling- 
.ized  marble :  it  was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
-.Tie  fuckled  her  child  the  whole  time  of  her  ill- 
lefs,  and  it  was  healthy  and  flrong;  and  not- 
A'ithftanding  the  i clc r 2c  ai^cdion  which  tht  mo- 
.her  laboured  under,  was  not  in  the  leafl.  tainted 
.with  that  complaint:  and,  I  remember  to  have 
feen  two  other  women,  who  had  the  jaundice  to 
a  great  degree,  at  the  time  they  fuckled  their  own 
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'children,  who  were^^not  in  the  leafl:  affecled  by 
the  diforders  of  their  mothers ;  hence  it  may  be 
reafonably  inferred,  that  the  milk  is  not  in  this 
cafe,  either  in  its  colour  or  tafte,  at  all  impreg- 
nated with  the  bile. 


CASE 
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CASE  XCVIII. 

A  SLENDER  and  fickly  woman,  whofc 
menfcs  had  always  appeared  at  the  ufual  periods, 
on  the  4  th  of  May,  1773.  miffed  them  entirely. 
In  the  beginning  of  August  following,  I  was 
called  to  her,  and  told  by  the  women  in  waiting, 
that  fhe  had  been  ill  with  pains,  and  a  flooding 
for  three  days,  and  that  fhe  had  now  mifcar- 
ried  of  a  falfe  conception:  upon  examining  the 
cloths,  I  found  feveral  large  coagula  of  blood: 
and  further,  upon  the  mofl  minute  examination, 
although,  it  was  not  in  my  power  exa£lly  to  dif- 
cover  the  cavity  from  whence  it.  had  elapfed,  I 
found  an  embrio,  nearly  the  fize  of  a  barley  corn ; 
but  it  had  not  fufHciently  unfolded  itfelf  from  its 
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original  minutia,  as  to  prefent  any  pcrfcfl  rudi- 
ments of  the  Jatiis.    This  was  undoubtedly  a 
real   conceplioti,    although  the  membranes  had 
been    ruptured,    and  the  emhrio  forced  away 
from  them.    The  woman  having  loft  a  large 
quantity  of   blood,  which  was   now  flopped, 
and  the   pulfc  being  weak,    I   prefcribed  her 
a  cordial  medicine,  and  put  her  upon  a  pro- 
per regimen  ;  by  the  help  of  which,  her  ftrength 
was  recruited ;  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  her 
menjcs  returned,  and  came  pretty  exaclly  to  that 
period  for  fcveral  fucccfifions:  at  length,  in  the 
December  following,  they  again  difappeared ; 
and  in  the  lafl  week  of  Janu/(ky,  1774,  flie  was 
Icizcd  with  ftrong  bearing- down  pains,  in  confe- 
qucnce    of   which  feveral  clots    of  coagulaled 
blood  were  expelled;  but,  upon  the  flrideft  en- 
fjulry,  I  ■  was  not  able  to  find  any  thing  like, 
either  emhrio,  or  Jccundines ;  therefore,  this  cafe 
alio  went  under  the  denomination  of  a  falje 
conception ;  flie  recovered  this'  time  better  than 
Ijcforc,  had  a  return  of  the  mcnfes  in  March 
following,  and  was  regular  in  their  vifiis  till  the 
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:nidd!e  ol  July,  when  they  again  ceafed:  and 
Toon  after  that  flie  had  ficknefs  at  her  flomach, 
and  other  fymptonis  confequent  upon  their 
obftru(5lion :  in  the  tenth  week  from  this  pe- 
riod,' without  any  manlfcfl;  caufe,  flie  began 
to  complain  bf  frequent  pains  in  the  hypo- 
gajlric  region,  and  in  a  few  days  after  was 
feized  with  a  flight  ulerine  hemorrhage,  which 
fuddenly  increafed  on  the  fouith  day  from  its 
appearance,  and  I  was  fent  for  to  infpeii  a  fub- 
ftance,  which  had  been  expelled  with  much  pain ; 
and  in  which,  upon  the  moR  careful  examination, 
I  could  diTcover  nothing  more  than  a  large  coa- 
guluin  of  blood;  and  therefore  the  midwife  and 
•attendants  determined  this  alfo  to  have  been  a 
falje  conception^  Upon  thefe  repeated  attacks 
on  a  weakly  frame,  the  patient  was  now  a 
confiderable  time  before  that  (lie  recovered  any 
degree  of  her  former  ftrengih,  has  had  her 
menfes  very  irregularly  ever  fince,  and  been 
more  or  lefs  a(Fe£led  with  nervous  fymptoms, 
which  have  reduced  her  to  the  lowcfl  extremity. 

CASE 
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CASE  XCIX. 

]VT.  S.  a  young  married  woman,  who  had 
always  enjoyed  a  regular  flate  of  health ;  in  the 
firfl  week  of  June,  1775,  being  her  expelled  pe- 
riod, the  fiienfes  did  not  return,  and  fhe  was  at- 
tacked with  7iaufea,  particular  averfions,  and 
other  fymptoms  of  conception,  which  went  on 
till  the  latter  end  of  August;  when,  after  a 
fudden  furprize,  a  flooding  enfued,  attended 
with  fome  pain :  and  on  the  third  day  an  ovum 
was  expelled,  which  contained  a  fmall  embrio, 
wherein  the  rudiments  of  the  foetus  were  confpi- 
cuous  to  the  naked  eye,  and  which  1  prcferved  in 
fpirits.  On  the  third  day  after  the  expulfion  of 
this  ovum,  I  was  defired  to  look  at  another  fub- 
ftance,  which  had  come  away  a  few  hours  be- 
fore, and  which,  by  its  detention,  had  acquired 
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I  moft  confidcrable  flench  ;  it  was  made  up  of 
jlack  concrealed  blood,  and  feemed  furrounded  with 
i^bmcthing  like  a  membranous  fubftance  ;  but 
i/vhen  I  divided  it,  it  was  found  to  confift 
vhollyof  coagulated  blood :  however,  this  pafTed 
m  common  amongft  the  good  women,  for 
I:  .mi/carriage  and  a  falfe  co?iception :  and  I 
aave  obferved,  that  this  fpecies  falfe  cojtcep- 
mn,  amongft  mid  wives  and  nurfes,  is  more  fre- 
:[uently  met  with  than  any  other.  They  have 
bften  fhewn  mc  coagula  of  blood  as  falje  concept 
lions ;  and  to  contradict  their  being  fo,  were  an 
idle  tafk,  as  thefe  are  ignorant  prejudices  of  too 
Dong  {landing,  and  are  too  firmly  rooted  to  admit 
tf  eafy  convidion:  and,  perhaps,  it  is  quite 
rnough,  for  the  Surgeon  to  know  the  real  caufe, 
vithout  {looping  to  an  explanation,  where  he  is 
mre  not  to  be  underftood.  The  membranes 
Lgain  being  torn,  and  fome  parts  of  them  re- 
.ained,  after  the  delivery  of  the  placenta,  has 
!.lfo  furnifhed  abundant  matter  for  falfe  conccpti- 
nns:  and  I  haveofcen  feen  after  deliveries,  exhibi- 
nlons  of  hoth^oagula  of  blood,  and  portions  of  the 
-  meynbranes. 
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viembra?ies,  which  were  both  denominated  falje 
conceptions;   or,   it  has  been   fuppofcd,  would 
have  been  children,  but   for   fome  unknown 
caufe.    Vide  La  MoTTE,  chap.  7.  Obf.  14,  15,1 
Sec.  and  Dr.  Smellie,  vol.  2.  coll.  8. 

I 

It  was  formerly  believed  by  fome,  that  both  a 
falfe  conception  and  a  inole,  owed  their  origins  to 
diforders   of  the  placenta',  but  neither  of  thpm 
are  now  in  the  leafl  imputed  to  any  morbid  de- 
feft  of  that  vafcular  mafs. 
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CASE  C. 


HE   dlfeafe   then   commonly  known  by 
he   name    of  fdjc  conception,    being  nothing 
nore,  than  either  the  diffolution  of  the  foetus  in 
he  early  months  of  geftation,  meer  coagula  of 
dood,  after  a  flux  from  the  uterus  at  any  period 
f»f  hfe ;  or  detached  portions  of  the  placenta  or 
acundines,  after  abortions  or  dehVeries.  We  come 
ext  to  another  kind  oi  Jpur ions  gravidity,  which 
!  that  unorganized,  liJeUJs  majs,  euher  of  a  Jlejhy, 
Aongy,  fibrous,  fcirrhus,  or  7nembranous  fubftance  j 
^lat  remaining  for  fome  months  in  the  uterus,  is 
iltiraately  expelled    by    its  propelling  force; 
■id    which    has    been    long    diflinguifhed  : 
ut,  as  it  appears  very  unneceffarily.  by  the 
•ime  of  Mola.  and  was  wont  to  be  thought  by 
'me,  to  be  adually  the  mjraia  of  the  embrio; 
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which,  by  fome  occult  caufe  or  other,  had  been 
tranfmuted  in  its  formation,  but  which  fcenis  to 
be  more  properly  determined,  a   uterine  cou'* 
cretiofi,   not  in  the  leafl  formed  by  the  union 
of  prolific  principles  ;  a    cafe   of  this  kind 
occurred   to  me  in  the  monlli   of  January, 
J  780.      About    the    beginning    of  August 
in  the  preceding  year,    Eliza  Byng,  twcntV' 
foyr    years    of    age,   who     had  mifcarried 
once    before    in    the    third   month ;  bavins: 
again  milled  her  menjes,  naufea,  retchings,  and 
other  fymptoms  of  breeding  enfued ;  the  mamma 
became  tumefied  and  hard  ;  the  abdomen  fwelled, 
gradually  arofe  from  the  Jymphifis  of  the  pubis^ 
and  as  ufual  extended  upwards,  with  a  large! 
circumfcribed  tumor :  about  the  end  of  the  fourth 
month,  file  adually  thought  that  fiie  felt  the 
child;   although    the  fequel  will   prove,  that! 
it  was  mofl  probably  a  flatus  in  her  bo\vels,! 
which  had  been  miftaken  for  the  motions  of  the 
fxtus.    In  the  morning  of  the  third  of  Janu- 
ary, I  was  defired  to  call  on  her;  fhe  com-j 
plained  to  me  of  fome  flight  erratic  pains  in  the 
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region  of  ihe  uterus,  and  of  a  fmall  fanguineous' 
difcharoe  from  the  vagina,  with  now  and  then 
{hooting  pains  in   her  back:  on  examination, 
the  05  (inca  eluded  the  touch.   I  enjoined  her 
10  a  recumbent  poflure,   adminiQered  an  opi- 
ate, and  left  her  for  the  prefent;  but,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  increafe  of  the  pains,  was  again 
fent  for   in    the    evening  of  the   next   day  : 
the  OS  tinea  was  high  up  at  the  brim    of  the 
pelvis,    and  dilated  to  about   the  breadth  of 
a  fix-pence.    I  repeated  the  anodyne,  prefcri- 
bed  refl,  and  ordered  an  emollient  clyfter,  of 
Mialf  a  pint  of  milk  and  water,  and  four  table 
fpoonsful  of  fweet  oil;  fhe  became  eafier,  the 
flux  leffened,  and  except  now  and  then  a  trifling 
pain,  went  on  tolerably  well  till  the  night  of 
t^he  7th,  when  the  difcharge  and  pain  fuddenly 
Jncreafed,  and  before  I  could  reach  her,  flie  was 
delivered  of  a.  large  fibrous  cOmpadl  Juhjlance,  weigh- 
irig  upwards  of  three  pounds,  and  foon  afterwards 
became  entirely  free  from  pain  :  upon  examining 
this  uncommon  mafs,  I  found  it  had  no  cavity 
in  its  centre,  but  appeared  to  be  folely  ihc  accre^ 
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tion  of  the  Jihroiis  parts  of  the  blood,  con- 
den  fed  into  a  fmooth  oblong ^gure,  by  the  com- 
preffion  of  the  womb:  the  patient  had  a  drain- 
ing from  the  parts  for  fome  days,  attended  with 
an  ephemera;  but,  by  proper  care,  got  up  again 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  has  fince  been  deli- 
vered at  her  full  time,  of  a  -fine  hearty  child, 
and  remains  in  good  health,    A  fimilar  inftance 
happened  in  July,  178  J,  the  wife  of  a  day  la- 
bourer,   after  the   menfes  had   been  fuppreffed 
near  five    months,   and   fhe  had  experienced 
every  fymptom  of   the  firfl  clafs  in  pregnan- 
cy,    was    fcized   with    a    uterine  hamorrhage 
and  pains,  and  delivered  of  a  large  mi/J}iapen 
mafs  of  a  membranous  texture;  which  came  away 
fpontaneoufly :  and  I  was  very  forry,  that  my 
avocations  at  that  time,  prevented  my  utterly  ex- 
amining into  its  contents.  ■ —  Mauriceau,  after 
giving  his  opinion  of  falje  conceptions  and  moles, 
affirms,  that  the  latter  are  nourifhcd  in  the 
wom,b,  to  which  they  almoft  ever  adhere,  and 
are  fuftained  by  the  blood  with  which  it  is  always 
furnifhed,  jufl  as  plants  are  by  the  moifture  of  the 
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earth :  fometlmes,  he  fays,  there  is  a  child,  toge- 
ther with  a  mole,  from  which  it  is  often  divi- 
ded, and  fometimes  cleaving  to  its  body,  which 
puts  it  in  great  danger  of  its  being  mif-fhapen  or 
raonftrous,  becaufe  of  the  compreflion  which  this 
flrange  body  caufcth  to  the  infant,  yet  very  tender. 
■  In  the  year  16G5,  he  tells  us,  that  being  at  Mr. 
IBourdelot's,  Doftor  in  Phyfick,  of  the  Faculty 
(bf  Paris;   where,  every  Monday,  were  held 
lacademical  conferences:  as  they  fell  upon  the 
tdifcourfe  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  which 
Wxt  explained  according  to  his  opinion ;  they 
;brought  an   infant  of  a  woman,  newly  deli- 
jvered  at  her  full  time,  which  wanted  all  the 
tupper-part  of  the  kead;    having  no  JciiU,  no 
vrain,  no,  nor  an  hairy  Jcalp ;  but  had  only,  in 
iieu  of  all  thofe  parts,  a  mole,  or  Jlejliy  majs, 
:{at  and  red,  of  the  thicknefs  and  bignefs  of  an 
I'fUr-burlhen,   covered  with   a  fvnple  membrane^ 
itrong  enough :  this  infant  had,  however,  all  the 
tthcr  parts  of  the  body,  fat  and  well-compofed, 
End  fliaped:  this  monflrous  difpofition  was  the 
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caufe  of  its  death  aa  foou  as  bora  ;  and  yet  it-wa$ 
very  wotideviul  and  aftunini.np;.  to  c  .Hdcr  how 
k  could  live  lo-wilhoui  braiv  ;  v.-rv  dif- 

ficult 10  under  aand,,  bow  this />  )  '  -TA  -ould 
le.ve  inflead  of  ic,  vvhilil  it  wa.  in  the  mother's 
belly ;  it  was  interwoven  with  many  veffels  hkc 
tb.:  fieflw  part  of  ihe  placenla,  yet  of  a  more 
firm  fubiiance.    A  woman,  he  fays,  having  » 
r,^ole,  hath  a  much  worfe  colour   and  is  every 
way    more    inconvenicuced    than    one  with 
cbild-  and  if  flie  keeps  it  long,  fl.e  Uves  all  tins 
.bile  in  danger  of  her  life :  he  adds,  that  feme 
,vomcn  have  tb.m  two  or  three  years,  and  fome. 
,in:es  all  the  rell  of  their  lives :  an  inQance  of 
.vhich  happened  in  a  pewteref  s  wife,  of  whom 
Am«kosh  Pakk.  makes  mention  in  hts  book  of 
Generation,  who  had  one  >c.^««  J-^.,  and 
lafldied  of  rt.-D.0Kts.  in  his  chapter  on  thu 
(ubjea.fays.  that  clods  of  the  lafl.  part  of  t^ 
nunjrual   blood  adhering  to  the  fides  of  th^ 
womb,  and  brought  off  by  the  firft  return  o| 
ibatflux.  are  often  taken  for  .,o/«  or  Inmps  o| 
fleai;and  relates  an  inflance  of  a  woman,  w^h. 
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paffcd  fucli  little  bodies  regularly  every  month,: 
and  when  the  rnofl  fkilful  furgeons  were  con- 
fulted,  they  found  them  to  be  nothing  but  coagu- 
lated blood;  and  were  fully  convinced  of  it  after- 
wards, when  they  found  them  voided  with  her 
courfcs,  although  for  a  confiderable  time  fhe  had 
not  had  the  lead  communion  with  her  hufband : 
from  which  he  judiciouQy  infers,  how  charitablj^ 
we  ought  to  Judge,  Jhould  theje  appearances  oc- 
cur to  women  in  the  fingle  Jiale.  —  Chapman 
gives  us  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who  fuppofed 
herfelf  to  be  three  months  gone  with  child,  and 
was  taken  with  a  flooding;  when  he  came  to  her, 
he  found  the  os  tinea  fo  far  opened,  as  to  allow 
of  two  fingers,  and  a  fubftance  preffing  down  ; 
cfpecially,  in  her  pains,  which  were  of  no  great 
force:  he  foon  introduced  a  third  finger,  and  by 
degrees,  fo  far  dilated  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  as 
to  pafs  all  his  fingers  behind  the  fubftance,  fo  as 
to  command  it;  and  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
pain,  which  was  now  ftropger  from  the  Jlimulus, 
occafioned  by  the  irritation  of  his  fingers,  hq: 
found  it  to  be  a  firm  JleJJiy  fubftance,  and  fo  hap- 

R  4  pily 
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f>ily  rid  her  of  a  falfe-  conception. — ^To  ihe  fame 
refpe^lable  Author  we  are  indebted  for  die 
cafe  of  a  mifcarriage,  dirough  a  [cirrhus  in  die 
womb;  which  he  has  given  us  as  follows. 
On  the  17th  of  October,  1725,  being  called 
to  a  poor  woman,  in  order  to  deliver  her  of  a 
fecond  child ;  the  midwife  told  him,  that  fhc 
had  taken  away  one  abortive  infant  two  days  be- 
fore, of  about  fix  or  feven  inches  in  length ; 
but  that  fhe  had  left  the  after-birth,  till  the  fe- 
cond child  fhould  be  born  ;  the  head  of  which, 
file  faid,  lay  then  in  the  paffage ;  but  was  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  Jxlus  flie  had  already 
taken  away:  he  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
large  enough  to  receive  three  fingers,  with  which 
he  eafily  drew  away  the  placenta,  that  was  left  in 
the  uterus:  the  womb  he  thought  felt  very  thick 
and  hard,  and  the  cavity  of  it  feemed  to  be  clofe 
filled  up  with  the  cake.  By  feeling,  or  rather 
compreffing  her  body  on  the  outfide,  he  found  a 
large  hard  fubflance  ;  he  then  put  two  fingers 
into  the  anui,  and  his  thumb  into  the  vagiria, 
3nd  thus  grafpcd  fomething  in  form  not  unlike 

the 
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hbe  head  and  neck  of  a  child;  he  declared,  that 
;nothuig  remained  in  ihe  womb;  but  what  to 
imake  of  this  hard  and  folid  tumor,  unlefs  it 
\we.ic  a  Jcirrhus,  he  could  not  well  tell.  The, 
iwoman  had  not  long  before  been  ill  of  a  conjump- 
dive  difojder,  and  being  now  much  weakened 
and  exhaufled  by  her  mifcarriage  (in  which  (he 
jhad  loft  a  great  quantity  of  blood)  and  two  days 
)oeing  fpent  with  torment,  in  waiting  for  another 
bhild,  fhe  was  at  length  brought  fo  low,  that  flie 
vxpircd  in  about  three  days  afterwards ;  when 
loeing  allowed  to  infpe6i  the  ccrpfe,  he  found  this 
eard  fuhjlance,  as  he  had  before  fufpeftcd  to  be 
.  true  *  Jcirrhus  of  the  wou)b,  in  the  form  aU 
eeadydefcribcd,  and  weighing  (as  near  as  he  could 
luefs)  four  or  five  pounds. — Dr  Pugh  fays,  he 
aas  feen  feveral  cafes  of  falfe  conceptions  ^xiA  moles, 
i^hich.  proved  fatal ;  and  which  he  imputes  to 
-jme  difeafe  in  the  womb  iifclf,  or  its  glands, 
ss  a  Jcirrhus  cancer,  or  fuch  like;  becaufe,  ihey 

*  Dr.  ExTON  has  given  us  a  cafe  in  many  refpcfti 
Btuilar  to  the  aboye. 
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cliiefly  happen  to  women  between  forty  and  fifty  | 
years  of  age,  or  itpwards :   at  which  time  of  j 
life,  he  obferves,  every  pra£litioner  muft  be  fc!i.  j 
Cble,  that  the  natural  purgations  arc  then  goih:^  j 
off,  and  more  likely  to  fubje£i  the  woman  toi 
fuch  diforders. — Dr,  Ould,  after  having  givcr^ 
his  opinion  tonceruing  a  viole  and  falje  conteption^^ 
and   the  management  neceCTary  in  thcfe  cafes< 
favours  us  with  the  following  Hiftory  of  a  wof 
man,  whom  he  delivered  of  a  falJe  conceplion 
In  April,  1740,  he  was  fent  for  by  an  Iroa 
monger,  whofe  wife  was  in  labour;  for  whic 
purpofe  he  was  retained  four  months  before 
from  which  time  he  frequently  viGted  her,  an 
always  found  her  tolerably  well ;  and  as  it  wa 
her   firft  child,    afked  her  if  its  motion  wa 
flrong  and  lively ;    to  which    flie  anfwered 
that  flic  was  no  judge  of  that  particular,  but  thaj 
fliC  conflantly  felt  it  flir:  he  found  her  pain 
come  on  but  very  flow,  and  a  fmall  appearand 
of  blood  at  every  period  ;  having  not  the  lead  re 
laxation  of  vagina  or  oi  tinea,  he  left  her  for  tkA 
Ipace  of  three  hours,  in  vvhich  time  he  delivere 

anothe 
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.mother  woman :  on  his  return,  her  pains  were  much 
increafed,  but  there  was  not  the  leafl  dilatation : 
1  fliort,  every  circumftance  contributed  to  make 
him  imagine  that  it  would  turn  out  fuch  a  labour, 
TiS  he  had  met  with  where  the  Jlernum  prefented  ; 
with  this  remarkable  difference,  that  whenever 
iie  touched  this  orifice,  though  never  fo  flightly, 
ilie  roared  extravagantly,  complaining  of  a  moft 
extraordinary  pain  which  it  caufed  in  her  back, 
'vhich  really  hindered  him  from  giving  her  fucU 
Tiftance  as  was  ncceffary ;  for  her  friends  thought 
iiG  did  fomething  cruel  at  every  examination. 
.Matters  went  on  thus  for  twelve  hours;  at  the 
tend  of  which    time  he  gave    her  a  quieting 
c draught,  which  compofed  her  for  an  hour  and  a 
1  half,  and  entirely  removed  that  terrible  cora- 
I  plaint  when  the  orifice  was  touched ;  wherefore 
1  he  proceeded  with  all  convenient  fpced  to  dilate 
I  the  parts:  upon  the  firfl:  entrance  of  his  finger, 
!  Ije  was  much  furprized  to  feel  nothing  but  a  Joft 
Jlcjhy  [uhjlance  ;  he  knew  it  was  not  the  placenta^ 
4     the  difcharge  of  blood  was  very  inconfiderable  ; 
.  and  it  was  relfonablc  to  imagine,  if  there  was  any 

extra- 
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extraneous  blood  contained  in  the  womb  wich  ihe 
child,  that  it  would  not  come  forcmbfl.  if  the  in- 
fant were  alive  ;  wherefore  he  afked  how  long  it 
was  Cncefhe  felt  it  flir,  and  was  anfwered,  within 
the  fpace  of  an  hour,  which  put  it  beyond  all 
doubt,  as  he  thought,  there  was  a  child:  how- 
ever, his  firfl:  bufinefs  was  to  bring  away  what 
offered  ;  which  he  attempted,  but  could  not,  by 
reafon  of  its  fize,  till  he  had  divided  it  into  three 
parts,  by  breaking  it  with  his  hand :  when  they 
were  extradled,  he  was  more  than  ever  furprizcd 
to  find  the  womb  was  quite  empty.  Our  au- 
thor concludes  this  cafe,  with  obferving,  how 
little  the  mother's  account  is  to  be  depended 
on  in  matters  of  this  kind :  and,  that  it  gives 
another  inflancc  of  the  orifice  not  dilating, 
rotwithfianding  the  mother's  efforts.  —  In 
PoiiTAL  we  meet  with  the  deliverv  of  a  woman 

J 

of  a  wo/<7.— He  was  called  the  i6th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1671,  to  a  Baker's  wife,  afflicted  with  a 
violent  flux  of  blood  ;  after  he  had  brought  his 
fingers  into  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb,  he 
felt  a  wfJ/jZira/iowi  fubllance,  of  the  bignefs  of  rf* 

bowl, 
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Dwl,  which  he  judged  to  be  a  mola,  or  falfe  con- 
ption,  he  made  ufe  of  his  fingers  to  feparaie  it 
om  the  mother,  and  to  bring  it  out  in  pieces, 
.hich  he  did  by  degrees  ;  and  the  whole  being 
ot  out,  the  flux  ceafed.    Vide  La  Motte,  Obf. 
i2.  &  16. — -AsTRUC  diflinguifhes  moles  into  three 
oecies,  expatiating  very  largely  upon  the  fub- 
£t,  and  recommends  Levret's  crooked  forceps 
the  extraction  of  the  moles,  as  a  means  eflFec- 
laal  to  the  purpofe,  without  making  incifions 
t'to  them,  unlefs  they  are  very  large. — Ruysgh 
Y5,  that  not  only  a  placenla  retained  in  the  uie- 
ts  for  fome  time  after  the  exclufion  of  an  eni- 
Ko  may  refemble  a  viola ;  but  alfo  congealed 
vod  lodged  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  which 
cd  been  frequently  brought  him  by  mid  wives, 
cnetimes  for  a  mola,  and  fometimes  for  a  plw 
Ilia  ;  this  congealed  blood  being  much  indur 
ced  by  the  compreflTure  of  the  ukriir,  ;  he  fome- 
mes  found  it  fo  compad,  as  to  refemble  flcfh,  and 
cquenily  obferved,  a  fort  of  membranes,  in  a 
lanner  appended  like  thofe  which  we  fee  fwim- 
I'ng  in  the  wjter  after  bleeding  in  the  foot; 

when 
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when  ihefc  and  fuch-like  bodies  were  brougl' 
to  him,  he  fays,  he  made  the  following  enqu 
ries:  full,  whether  there  were  any  foolfteps  of 
Juniculus  umhilicalis,  or  navel  firing,  which  hai 
been  broke  oflp :   and  fecondly,  whether  or 


there  were  any  blood  veffels  diftrlbuted  throug* 

the 


the  mafs ;  without  which,    he  obfcrves, 


could  not  be  termed,  retained  placenlula 
which,  if  there  are  blood  veffels,  they  general 
contain  no  blood,  fo  that  they  fecm  more  li 
fibres  than  blood  vclfels.  The  fame  authi 
fpeaking  of  pjeiidomola,  or  Jpurioiis  molds,  fro 
fmall  placentas  remaining  in  the  ulenis  after  tl 
exclufion  of  the  jatus,  tells  us,  that  rtjany  ar 
great  inconvenicncics  happen  to  lying-in  wome 
\vhen  the  Jecundhies  or  after-burthen  do  not  fd 
low  the  preceding  mature  fxtus.  Hence, 
fays,  fome  women  fall  into  a  profufc  and  irr 
gular  Jiuor  uterwiis,  which  returns  at  interv 
from  the  fame  caufe,  not  without  excruciati 
pains.  In  others,  the  abdomen  is  diflcndcd  toj 
great  bulk,  with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration,  | 
adcmatous.  fwc'iling  of  the  legs,  ficknefs  a.t  tl 
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ftomach,  or  loathing  of  the  food;  with  anxie- 
:ties  of  the  prcecordia,  fainting  fits,  and  palenefs 
i6f  the  face;  and  not  unfrequently  death  itfelf 
iputs  a  period  to  thefe  miferies;  whence  the  dif- 
t  order  appears  to  be  very  dangerous,  and  of  the 
i  laft  confequence;  but  not  mortal  in   itfelf,  as 
?  fome  of  the  lefs  fkilful  midwives  would  have  us 
1  believe.    Very  often,  he  adds,  the  placenta  re- 
ii mains  in  the  tilerus  for  above  the  f])ace  of  ten 
imonths  after  the  foetus  has  been  excluded :  and  it 
iisalmoflas  incredible,  as  furprizing,  what  a  va- 
rricty  of  changes,  or  tranfmutations,  if  he  may,  he 
ffays,  fo  f^pcak,  the  preternalurall)>  retained  placenta 
randergoes.    Sometimes  the  placenta  degenerates 
tfoto  hydalides  or  veficles,  hanging  as  it  were  like 
ffootilalks,  and  with  a  watery  humour;  fome- 
::timcs  the  retained  placenta  is  at  length  brought 
forth,  and  cReemed  by  others  for  a  mola ;  be- 
i*wixt  which  there  is  a  near  refemblance,  both  in 
'hardnefs,  confiftence,  form  and  flefhy  fubftance 
:Conformable  to  the  defcription  of  a  mola\  fo  that 
lit  is  no  wonder  if  the  placenta  fliould  be  taken 
(for  molce,  by  fhofe  who  have  no  opportunity 
■  ■  o  ften 
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often  feeing  thbfe  placentas  which  have  been  re- 
tained. If  the  placentas,  continues  our  author, 
of  foetus's,  two,  three,  or  four  months  old,  are 
retained  longer  than  they  ought  to  be  in  the  uterus, 
they  are  not  fo  much  dangerous  as  apt  to  produce 
alterations  in  the  patient;  but  if  the  placenta  oi 
a  mature  foetus,  or  of  one  that  is  fevcn  or  eight 
months  old  be  retained,  there  is  more  danger, 
becaufe  frequently  the  whole  placenta  degenerates 
into  hydatides ;  the  number  of  which  is  lometimes 
fo  great,  as  to  extend  the  abdomen  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  woman  feems  to  be  with  child.  I 
remember  my  (elf,  fays  our  author,  to  have  twice 
feen  a  large  plate  full  of  fuch  hydatides  difcharged 
from  ihofe  who  have  retained  part  of  the  placenta 
in  uterus,  for  fome  months  after  they  have  been 
delivered:  and  have  obferved  before,  that  the 
placentas  of  abortives,  two,  three,  or  four  months 
old,  become  of  fo  compa(5i  a  fubRance,  and  ac-p 
•quire  fuch  a  form,  that  they  may  be  well  taken 
for  mola  by  the  unfkilful ;  provided  they  flay  in 
the  uterus  longer  than  they  ought,  or  for  many 
days ;  for  the  humours  being  expelled,  together 

with 
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iwith  the  fatiis,  the  placenta  is  contraiaed  and 
preffed  together  by  the  uterus  into  this  or  that 
form,  fo  as  to  referable  either  a  mole,  a  frog,  or 
fome  other  kind  of  body  ;  whence  the  over-cre- 
dulous women,  who  are  too  much  addi£led  to 
tell  ftories,  and  magnify  trifles,  give  out  to  their 
iacquaintance  that  they  have  met  with  living  mola, 
reapable  of  flying,  &c.  and  what  is  more,  they 
ladmonifh  the  reft  of  their  companions  who  are 
oorefent  at  the  birth,  to  take  care  of  thefe  mola, 
(lhat  they  do  not  creep  under  their  cloaths,  and 
(infinuate  themfelves  into  their  bodies.    But  re- 
(eefting  thefe  trifles  of  old  women,  he  thinks  it 
nvorthy  of  obfervation,  that  if  thefe  placentiila 
'.rre  retained  a  week,  or  longer,  in  the  uterus, 
ffter  the  foetus  has  been  delivered,  they  are  fo 
lOmpreffed  by  the  contrafiion  of  the  womb,  that 
ney  become  not  only  more  compaft  and  folid 
nan  the  mufcular  flefli,  but  are,  by  lhat  means, 
moulded  into  the  form  and  magnitude  of  the  in- 
;rnal  cavity  of  the  uterus ;  e.  g.  a  certain  wo- 
uan,  who  had  gone  eleven  weeks  wiih  child, 
iiifcarried  by  a»violent  paflTion  of  mind,  the  pla- 
Vol.  II.  S  centif, 
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tenia  iXill  remaining  fome  weeks  in  the  womb;,- 
by  the  contra£lion  of  which  in  returning  to  its 
former  magnitude,    the  placenta  was  fo  much 
indurated  and  disfigured  before  it  was  difcharged,: 
that  if  one  had  not  carefully  examined  its  fub- 
flance,  it  would  readily  have  been  believed  to  have 
been  a  wo/a.— Another  woman,  in  the  fifth  month  ( 
of  her  pregnancy,  brought  forth  an  immature  fcelus^ 
which  was  followed  with  the Jecundines,  entirely! 
well-conditioned ;  but  after  thefe  were  come  td 
light,  there  followed  a  Jlejliy  majs,  in  form  an4 
magnitude,  refembling  the  natural  uterus :  upotji 
making  a  flri£l:  examination  into  this  laft  by  in 
cifion,  he  found  it  to  be  likewife  a  deformecj 
placenta,  more  compaft  than  ufualj    but  how* 
long  this  fecond  placenta  had  continued  in  th^ 
womb,  he  obferves,  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  0 
no,  ihe  woman  might  have  had  twins,  and  one 
the  fatuss  being  deflroyed,  or  dropt  without  h 
knowledge,  its  placenta  might  have  continued 
or,  whether  or  no,  flie  was  with  child  before  th 
laft  impregnation ;  and  having  excluded  the  e 
brio  retained  the  placenta,  as  many  times  happen 
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all  this  is  what  we  have  no  opportunity  here  to 
determine :  at  leafl,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt< 
that  after  the  exclufion  of  the  fatus  in  thefe  cafes, 
the  placenta  being  retained  forae  weeks  in  the 
uterus,  contra6ling  to  its  former  dimenfions,  there- 
;  fore  receives  the  figure  and  dimenfions  of  its  in- 
1  ternal  cavity  ;  but  if  one  of  the  forementioned 
j  placentulcE  be  retained  for  a  few  days  only,  it  be- 
( comes  more  compail  and  irregularly  figured;  fo 
3  as  to  reprefent  fometimes  a  frog,  fometimes  a 
1  mole,  8cc.  according  to  people's  imagination.  ~ 
•And  farther  concerning  the  origin  and  nature  of 
\i*moles,  our  author  fpeaks  as  follows :  A  mola  is 

ifaid  to  be  a  fliapelsfs  mafs  of  fleQi,  deflitute  of 
bones,  and  generated  from  a  falfe  or  imperfeft 
conception  ;  but  if  this  be  true,  it  may  feem 
wonderful,  that  fuch  fort  of  molas  (hould  be  dif- 
!:harged  from  fingle  young  women ;  or,  at  lead, 
:  rom  fuch  as  have  not  lain  under  the  leafl  fufpi- 
:ion:  and  likewife  old  women  have  been  ob- 
'\  crved  to  void  fuch  majfes  or  molce   as  thofe  be- 
.  ore-mentioned  — It  frequently  happens,  he  fays, 
i  jhat  in  aboraorfs,  after  ilitfcelui  is  excluded,  the 
*  S  2  placenta 
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placenta  remains  behind,  not  only  for  weeks,  but 
even  for  months ;  and  by  the  preffure  or  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus,  is  not  only  formed  agreeable 
to  the  cavity  of  that  vijcus,  but  is  alfo  frequently 
fo  much  indurated,  that  in  the  compaftnefs  of 
its  fubflance  it  much  exceeds  flefh,  and  may  be 
taken  for  a  mola.    For  above  thefe  twenty  years 
paft,  fays  our  author,  it  has  been  enaaed  by  the 
Sheriffs  and  Aldermen  of  this  city,  that  to  pre- 
vent further  misfortunes  in  Midwifery,  of  which 
there  are  many  great  complaints ;  that  the  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians.  and  myfelf,  fliould  examine 
all  the  midwives  admitted  to  praaife  within  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  the  number  of  whom  wa' 
very  great:  I  afked  almoft  every  one  of  the 
what  they  have  obferved  concerning  mola ;  bu 
none  of  them  could  give  us  any  account,  farthe 
than  that  they  were  firm  flcfliy  bodies,  whic 
they  had  known  to  be  excluded  from  the  uterus 
but  never  living,  as  fome  imagined  :  fometimes/fl? 
comata,oi-  OeQiy  cxcrefccnces,  are  expelled  from  tl 
uterus,  which,  are  miaaken  for  mola  ;  for  thus  I  c 
them,  fays  out  author,  becaufe  I  never  could  fi 
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;  any  thing  in  them  but  flcfii :  and  fuch  excref- 
i  cences  as  thefe  I  have  obferved  adhering  to  the 
t  uterus  itfelf  by  a  footftalk,  when  women  have 
tbeen  in  labour;  but  at  thefe  we  need  not  be  at 
2*all  furprized,  ftnce  fuch  like  bodies  grow  out  even 
ffrom  the  ftomach  and  bladder,  according  to  his 
oobfervation.    It  is  therefore   highly  probable, 
:  that  the  mola  fo  often  talked  of  above,  arc  nothing 
|timore  than  flefhy  excrefcences  of  the  uterus,  like 
kthofe  before -mentioned,  or  elfe  placenta  retained 
|iin  the  uterus,  and  therefore  comprelfed,  as  has 
|f)bcen  before  obferved ;  but  do  not  at  all  arife  from 

Ea  bad  conception:  thus  far  Ruysch. — Dionis 
bighly  reprobates  and  condemns  all  thofe  potions 
flops  made  ufe  of  by  midwives,  to  procure  the 
p:xpulfion  of falje  conceptions;  and  thofe  who  are 
^.kfirous  of  more  on  this  fubjea,  may  confult — 
frhe  Obfervations  of  Hildanus,  Roonhuyse, 
puiLLEMEAU,  lib.  dc  Gravidit.  cap.  4.  Kirk- 
tiNGius  SiGisMuNDA,  apud  CoNNOR  in  Diir. 
Vied.  Phyfic.  de  humani  Uteri  Sarcomata,  page 
;;7.  Saviard,  Obf.36.  Bonetus  Sepul^:hret.  lib. 
.;.  Scd,  37.    PoRESTus  de  Morbis  Mulierum, 
bh.  J28.  Heister,  Smellie,  Burton,  Sec. 

S3  CASE 
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CASE  CI. 

J.  P.'s  Wife,  of  Leybourne,  near  this  town, 
being  at  the  fall  period  of  geflation,  was  taken 
in  labour  the  nineteenth    of  June,    J768  ; 
flie  had  no  appearances  to  fufpeft  her  going 
with  twins ;   but  from  the  unevennefs  of  her 
belly,  and  unufual  ftirrings  and  motions  inter- 
nally, flic  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  child 
prefented  wrong  j  and  had  fo  deeply  imbibed 
this  prefumption,  that  it  was  difficult  to  pcrfuade 
her  to  the  contrary;  her  pains  were  very  flow, 
and  lafled  but  a  little  while.     I  found  the  os 
tinea;   in    a   dilating    flale,    the  child  rightly 
lituated,  and  the  waters  beginning  to  gather  ;  the 
pains  kept  growing  flronger  and  flrongerj  th 
hind  part  of  the  head  of  the  child  graduall 
emerged  from  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  an 
was  very  foon  delivered:  though  the  child  wa 
very  fmall,  I  did  not  at  firft  fufpe^l  another 
but  the  recurrence  of  regular  labour  pains,  anc 

th 
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the  funis  continuing  to  bleed  a  longer  time  than 
ufual ;  together  with  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
:  ccntu,  were  concurrent  circumftances  to  enforce 
i  fuch  belief:   upon  placing  my  hand'  on  the 
j,  patient's  belly,  I  found  the  fpace  between  the  fto- 
I  mach  and  navel,    as  large  as  if  fhe  had  not 
Ibeen  delivered;  and  then  by  pafiing  a  finger  into 
I  the  OS  uieri,  plainly  difcovered  another  fet  of 
1  membranes,  andfomething  like  the  nates  prefenting 
|t  thro'  them ;  I  therefore  made  a  ligature  on  the 
I  umbilical  chord  next  the  mother,  and  a  proper  com- 
jpreffion  upon  the  abdomen  by  means  of  a  large 
ir napkin,  the  pains  returned  regurlarly,  and  the 
mates  defcended  to  the  os  externum:  I  carefully 
^attended  to  the  proper  turns,  and  the  fecond 
child  was  foon  delivered.   After  waiting  more 
i  than  half  an  hour  for  the  feparation  of  the  pla- 
unta,  and  an  incipient  hamorrhage  appearing,  I 
i  gently  palfed  my  hand    into    the  uterus,  and 
'  with  fome  difficulty  difengaged,   and  delivered 
a  prodigious  placenta,  which  appeared  common 
to    both  children;    no  trouhiefome  complaint 
ywhatever  enfuM,  and  the  woman  did  very  well 
in  thq  ufual  time.  CASE 
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CASE  GIL 

In  the  night  of  the  third  of  September,  1772, 
I  was  fcnt  for  in  great  hafte  to  the  affiftance  of  a 
gipfey  woman,  who  was  in  labour  in  a  bam, 
about  two  miles  diftant  from  this  town ;  fhe  was 
a  ftrong  healthy  woman,  and  had  borne  three 
children;  with  all  of  whom,  fhe  informed  me, 
flae  had  been  delivered  by  herfelf,  without  any 
kind  of  afTillance,  had  always  had  eafy  la- 
bours, and  foon  got  well ;  but,  that  fhe  had 
now  exceeded  her  reckoning  by  more  than  a- 
month,  and  had  never  before  been  fo  big; 
wherefore  flie  had  entertained  the  opinion  of  her 
having  Twins:  the  force  of  labour  was  very 
great,  the  child  prefented  right,  and  was  foon 
expelled  by  the  natural  efforts;  a  frefh  fet  of 
membranes  were   almoft   inflantancoufly  forced ' 

down, 
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down,  and  I  caGly  felt  the  feet  of  another  child 
•hrough  them.  The  patient  having  received  feme 
kaourifhment,  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  fccured 
.ihe  feet,  brought  them  into  the  paffage,  and  ma- 
j  naged  the  delivery, according  to  the  prefentation : 
jiifter  waiting  near  an  hour  for  the  cxpulfion  of 
ihe  placenta,  I  cautioufly  moved    each  chord 
<;€ntly  from  fide  to  fide,  and  then  by  pulling  at 
hhem  both  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  patient  affifl-r 
l^ng  me  by  bearing  down  as  much  as  polfible,  the 
I  lactnta,   in  one  continuous  majs,    was  brought 
GOwn  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  where  I  found 
lome  refiflance  from  the  contraction  of  the  orifice  ; 
mi  having  got  pretty  firm  hold,  foon  extraded 
kaem  entire,  and  found  them  flrongly  conne<^l- 
Id  to  each  other,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  with  the 
mrion  common  to  both ;  which,  in  Levret's  opi- 
tion,  is  frequently,  if  not  always  the  cafe.  The 
ooman  was  fo  well  on  the  fixth  day,  that  I  met 
•cr  walking  in  the  high  road,  with  one  child  at 
!sr  bread,  and  the  other  tied  to  her  back.  In, 
oout  a  fortnight  after  this  one  of  the  children 
!ied,  and  fhc  lAought  the  other  to  me,  that  I 

might 
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might  look  at  its  eyes,  as  fhc  faid  fomething  co-  i 
vered  them  like  a  fkin,  and  the  child  had  not  ( 
feen  fince  it  was  born :   upon  examination,  I  | 
difcovered  a  very  thin  filmy  coat,  which  occu-  j 
pied  the  whole  fpace  of  the  tunica  conJunSliva,  an 
entirely  covered  the  pupils  of  both  eyes.  This  pre 
ternatural  fubflancc  I  eafily  removed,  by  padin 
under  it  a  fmall  curved  needle,  and  a  ligature 
which,  when  gently  pulled  forward,  1  was  able  t 
feparate  with  the  points  of  a  pair  of  fmall  flraitfci 
fars,  and  without  any  further  pain  or  trouble  t 
the  infant,  than  its  being  properly  confined  for  tl 
operation:  beneath  this  filmy  coat,  the  globes 
both  eyes  appeared  clear  and  tranfparent :  an 
I  prefume,  that  the  operadon  fully  anfwcred  tbl 
defign,  as  I  neither  faw  or  heard  any  thing  of  tl^^ 
matter  afterwards.    And  here,  I  lhall  beg  pe 
million,   to  introduce  what  has  been  faid  I 
the  learned  Haller;  who,  after  many  reiterat 
'experiments  on  the  eyes  of  various  faiuses,  giv 
us  his  ingenious  obfervations  on  a  newly  difcover 
membrane  which  clofcs  the  pupils  of  the  eye 

zfoclt 
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.  fatus :  and  fays,  that  he  cannot  fee  why  this 
ivpillary  web  fhould  not  be  ranked  amongft  the 
?onftant  organical  and  vajcular  membranes  of  the 
'xtus ;  but  in  the  adult  it  waftes  away :  for  there 
.i.re  not,  as  doubtlefs  there  ought  not  to  be,  the 
:;eaft  remains  of  it  to  obftruft  the  entry  of  the 
itys  of  light  into  the  cornea:  further  experiments 
on  Infants,  our  author  remarks,  may,  in  time, 
inform  us  at  what  age  this  membrane  difappears ; 
nut  he  fufpefls  it  may  remain  fometimes  before  it 
IS  fuJly  difcovered.  The  foetus,  he  obferves,  can- 
act  fee,  as  it  would  be  altogether  needlefs;  nei- 
iher  are  the  eyes  of  infants  at  once  properly  dif- 
oofed  to  receive  the  luminous  rays,  but  by  de- 
i;rees;  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  this  inern- 
rrane  burfts  afunder  at  firit,  and  through  its  fup- 
lilenefs  is  dilTolved  in  the  aqueous  humour,  where 
5ts  veffels  finally  give  way,  and  fo  it  comes 
?o  difappear  entirely.  New-born  infants  can 
•ee  nothing.  And,  he  reprefents  it  as  his 
iipinion,  that  it  is  fome  weeks  before  the 
jipproach  of  a  candle,  or  the  offer  of  fome 
Jiijuiy  can  make  them  winkj  the  reafon  of  this 

phas-^ 
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phasinomonon,  fays  this  writer,  has  been  enquired 
into.    Monfieur  Petit  afcribes  it  to  the  thick- 
nefs  and  wrinkles  of  the  cornea.  VideMemoiresde 
I'Acadera,  dcs  Sciences,  vol. 5,  p.  727.  Butinmen, 
and  more  particularly  in  dogs,  the  cornea  is  tranf- 
parent ;  and  in  the  Joeluss,  which  were  the  fub- 
jc6ls  of  this  enquiry,  the  veffels  of  the  iris  were, 
eafily  difcerned  through  it;  whence  it  ftiould  ap-, 
pear,  that  fuch  a  caufe  can  produce  no  great; 
obflacle  to  the  rays,  therefore  we  are  to  fee  for 
fome  other.    The  eyes  of  new-whelped  puppieS' 
are  perfedly  tranfparent,  but  their  eye-lids  ar;, 
fliut  and  glued  together,  and  this  is  the  caufe  of» 
their  blindnefs ;  for  certain  it  is,  that  they  are 
deftitute   of  any  pupillary  membrane ;    but  in 
man,  and  even  in  the  Jcetus,  the  ey£-lids  fmiply 
approach  each  other,  without  any  thing  that  in 
reafon  can  obftrudl  vifion,  unlefs  it  be  the  red- 
difli  tinge  of  the  aqueous  liquor  and  our  pupillarjf 
membrane ;  becaufe,  in  the  firft,  the  cornea^  tho* 
thick,  does  not  intercept  the  rays'" ;  andMonfieui 

:( 

*  Monf.  Petit  reprefents  the  Corssrt  as  cloudy,  zrtA  ihe  Chr^lal- 
line  at  opaque ;  but  our  Author  aiSrnjs  to  haye  ibund  both  of  ihrn 
pcrfefUy  trJinfj'arent. 

Peti 
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.'exit  himfelf  acknowledges,  that  he  has  fecii 
very  tranfparent  cornea  s\  the  red  tinge  of  the 
ornea  is  common  to  all  the  other  liquors  of  the 

ictlus,  which  exhale  thofe  of  the  amnios,  the  pe- 
■  itonaum,  the  pericardium,  and  the  tunica  vagi- 
ialis:  and  alfo,  that  which  is  diflributed  all 
ihroughout  the  whole  cellular  membrane ;  and 
fiften  produces,  fays  our  author,  anajarcas  in  the 
;d  of  foetus's,  are  all  of  them  conftantly  red 
ifli ;  fo  that  their  canals  of  exhalation,  muF 
^cds  be,  during  this  period,  pretty  wide;  whic' 
f.fterwards  clofe,   as  the  velTels  become  hardc 
nnd  more  contradcd. 


■ 
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CASE  cm. 


T 


HE  fubje£l  of  the  following  ai tide,  was  i 
woman,  of  Swanscombe,  in  this  county,  age< 
twenty-five  ;  fo  remarkably  healthy  from  her  in 
fancy,  that  flie  had  hitherto  fcarcely  experiencci 
any  diforder.    The  Gentleman  who  had  bee 
retained  for  her  delivery,  informed  me,  that  i 
the  beginning  of  her  pregnancy  flie  was  aiBifle 
with  pains  in  her  flomach,  attended  with  fr 
quent  vomitings,  which  continued  till  after  th 
fifth  month;  when  her  complexion,  which  ufc 
to  be  florid,  became  pale  and  fickly,  and  t 
whole  habit  was  foon  afterwards  leucophlegm, 
tk  and  anajnrcous;  the  fwellingS   of  her  leg; 
thighs,  arms,   neck,  and  face,  were  fo  grea 
that  it  was  with  difhculty  fhe  could  rife  from  t 
bed ;  flie  complained  of  opprefTion  in  the  lung 

an 
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md  great  uneaGnefs  or  fuUnefs  in  the  pelvis;  the 
abour  began  very  untowardly  in  the  morning  of 
.he  gth  of  December,  1764,  and  continued  lin- 
gering all  that  day,  and  till  noon  of  the  next ; 
.he  prefentation  was  right,  the  vertex  being  per- 
:eptible  to  the  touch ;  but  notwithftanding  a  fe- 
Hes  of  the  mofl;  fevere  pains  for  eight  hours  to- 
;i5ether,  when  they  flackened,  and  went  entirely 
)Dff,  the  head  ^mained  fo  long  at  the  os  vagina, 
lhat  he  was  at  length  refolved  to  affift  with  the 
jcorceps,  which  he  introduced  and  fixed,  without 
nuch  difficulty,  as  fhe  laid  on  her  left  fide :  as 
e  labour  pains  had  entirely  ceafed,  he  afted. 
villi  the  forceps  gently,  and  by  intervals,  in 
mnitauon  of  them  ;  the  head  of  the  child  began 
:o  extend  the  external  orifice :  he  fupported  the 
;  erinaum  with  his  left  hand,  brought  the  head 
larough  the  os  externum,  removed  the  forceps, 
nd  finiflied  the  delivery  of  the  child,  which 
^as  born  alive ;  the  child  was  very  fmall,  and 

tot  in  the  leaft  marked  or^bruifed  with  the  for-- 
eps :  after  waiting  a  proper  time,  the  'placenta 
;jmainipg  fi:^,ed  and  immoveable,  he  paffed  his 
i  hand 
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hand  externally  upon  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  \ 
which  he  found  hard  and  prominent,  and  by  I 
the  touch  internally  foon  difcovcred  the  mem- 
branes of  another  child,  diftended  with  the  wa- 
ters, and  prefenting  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  i 
he  made  a  liga:ture  upon  the  end  of  the  funis  nexi 
the  mother,  fupported  her  with  proper  nourifli  I 
ment,  and  after  waiting  a  reafonable  time,  andjj 
the  pains  not  recurring,  he  pafled  his  hand  up» 
ruptured  the  membranes,  and  finding  the  feed 
prefently  delivered  the  child  as  in  preternatura 
cafes:  after  the  delivery  of  the  firft  child,  h 
did  not  ncglccl  the  precaution  to  comprefs  th 
patient's  belly  with  a  napkin,   to  prevent  he 
fainting,  from  the  inanition  of  ihe  ulerus;  ant 
after  that  of  the  fccond,  he  direfled  the  coni 
predion  to  be   made   tighter.     It   was  m 
than  an  hour,  he  fays,  before  he  could  effeA 
delivery  of  the  placenta,  which  were  joined  togeth 
in  one  large  bulky  mafs ;  nor  did  he  accompli 
this  buGnefs  at  lafl  without  the  affiflance  of  tl 
blunt  'hook.    The  firft  child  lived  three  wee 
but  the  fecond  died  foon  after  it  was  born,  ai|^ 

4j 
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he  woman  was  down  flairs  at  the  termination  of 

he  month,  and  as  free  from  the  anajarca,  as  if 

.e  had  never  fuRained  any  fuch  conjplaint. 

he  went  to  liVe  in   Essex;  where,   as  this, 

icntlemari  was  informed,  fhe  had  afterwards 

:m  twice  at  d  birth  ;  and  during  the  periods  of 

cRation  with  them,  had  no  dropficalfwdlmg  wh^t^ 

ver;  nor  could  he  hear  that  any  other  extraordi^ 

'  ry  circumftance  attended  her  then,  or  at  the  births 

t  Lhe  children.  Dr.  Watts,  in  hisRefledions  on 

low  and  Painful  Labours,  obferves,  that  Drop- 

es,    during  pregnancy,    feldom  proceed  to  a 

reater  height  than  the  anafarca,  thinks  the  milder 

^irgatives  may  be  ufed  withfafety;  and  recom- 

•nds  veficatorics  to  the  legs  as  remarkably  ef- 
(•:dual. 


CASE 


» 
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CASE  CIV. 

On  the  firft  of  January.  1780.  I  was  fen! 

for  to  Mrs.  T.  of  B  .  a  few  miles  fro 

hence:  upon  examination.  1  found  the  intern 
orifice  in  an  extenuating  ftate.  the  membrane 
^vere  filled  with  water,  and  formed  a  tumoui 
turgid  in  the  time  of  a  pain,  and  flaccid  in  thj 
interval;  but  I  was  not  able  to  perceive  eith4 
the  head,  or  any  part,  through  the  membranes 
the  pains  were  flow,  and  I  fufpefted  the  ca 
.vould  be  attended  with  fome  kind  of  embarraf 
ment:  it  was  a  firft  pregnancy,  and  the  patie 
was  remarkably  big  and  unwieldly ;  had, 
times,  been  very  uneafy.  and  full  of  pains,  ar 
as  the  neighbours  told  mc.  had  increafed  in  i 
fooner  than  common  :  and  ftie  faid.  that  I 
had  often  felt  motions  in  different  parts  of  1 

ab 


abdoriun:  after  waiting  with  her  fome  hburs,  with- 
out any  addition  of  painS,  fhe  fuddenly  com- 
plained of  being  Very  Wet:  and  upon  propet 
enquiry,  I  was  amazed  to  find  in  the  pafTage  the 
prefentation  of  two  hands ;  which,  by  the  direc- 
.  tion  of  the  thumbs  and  palms,  I  found  to  be 
both  right  hands,  and  accordingly  detefmined 
;  them  to  belong  to  twd  different  children  :  there- 
ifore,  that  which  approximated  neateft  in  the 
tbrim  o\  Cat  pelvis,  became  my  firft  obje£l.  As 
iflie  had  had  no  flodl  for  the  laft  twelve  hours, 
II  prefcribed  her  an  etnollidnt  elyftdr:  foon  aftei" 
j|tthe  operation  of  which,  the  patierit  being  placed 
jin  a  fuitable  pdfition,  I  pafTed  my  hand,  arid  di- 
fftcled  my  fingers  along  the  back  of  the  firft  fci- 
|VMi,  till  I  found  one  foot;  the  extremity  of  which 
1  traced  to  the  trunk,  and  by  that  means  was  abld 
10  trace  the  other  back  again  to  the  fecond  foot : 
l',his  I  did  iti  the  moil  cautious  and  gentle  man- 
*i€r,  and  prefuming  that  I  was  now  in  poffcffioa 
i'f  the  feet  of  the  Jatus,  which  I  had  went  in 
::arch  of,  I  brought  them  carefully  doVvn  ;  ob- 
wving,  as  m-uch  as  was  in  my  power,  to  prcr 
,1  T  2  vent 
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vent  any  part  of  the  other  fottus  from  obtruding 
itfelf  into  the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  impede  the  work 
which  I  had  begun  ;  and  the  better  to  efFe^l  this 
purpofe,  I  made  a  noofe  with  a  ftrong  garter, 
mounted  it  upon  the  points  of  the  fingers  of  one 
hand,  contraded  into  a  conical  form,  and  introdu- 
ced it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  being  drawn 
tight  with  my  other  hand,  I  was  able  to  fix 
it  above  the  ancles ;  and  being  at  intervals  afllfted 
by  the  contra£lion  of  the  uterus,  in  about  twenty 
minutes  I  fafely  accomplifhed  the  delivery  of 
the  firft  child;   the  placenta  of  which  fepara^ 
ted,  and  came  away  fpontaneoufly,  in  five  mi- 
nutes after  the  birth;  an  unlucky  occurrence, 
which  was  alraoft  immediately  followed  by  a  co- 
pious flooding ;  the  patient  foon  funk  under  it,  and 
I  was  really  afraid  would  have  expired  before  thie 
delivery  of  the  fecond   child,  which  I  found 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  prefenting  with  its  right 
hand  and  foot ;  the  woman  being  in  a  faintin 
fit,  and  the  refiflance  of  the  parts  in  a  great  mea 
fure  lofl,  I  paffed  by  the  hand,  recovered  th 
unprcfenting  foot,  joined  it  to  that  is  the  pa 
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fage,  brought  them  down  together,  and  delivered 
the  child  according  to  the  rules  heretofore  obferved 
in  fuch  cafes,  taking  care  that  a  proper  compref- 
:  fion  was  made  on  the  abdomen,  to  prevent  the 
t  Confequcnces  which  might  otherwife  have  enfued, 
I  from  too  fuddenly  emptying  the  uterus,  which 
1  had  long  fuflained  fo  confiderable  a  diftcnfion : 
(both  the  children  were  ftrong  and  hearty,  and 
mot  fo  fraall  as  twins  ufually  are  ;  the  remain- 
'\ivig  placenta,  on  account  of  the  perilous  fituation 
(of  the  mother,  I  thought  it  right  to  extraft  with 
lall  poflible  expedition,  which  was  (oon  effe<fled ; 
(the  haiUorrhage  flopped,  the  patient  came  to 
liher  fenfes,  and  had  no  return  of  the  flux  ;  yet 
hhaving  loft  more  blood  than  her  conftitution 
ccould  well  bear,  fhe  a  long  time  continued  faint 
imd  weak,  aird  did  not  thoroughly  recover  her 
Iftrength  for  fome  months.  The  bad  confequenccs 
iwhich  enfued  upon  the  expulfion  of  the  firft  pU' 
unta,  evinces  the  degree  of  caution,  which  fliould 
invariably  be  made  ufe  of  in  our  endeavours  to 
wctraft  it  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  more 
laarticularly  fo  in  cafes  of  Twins, 

T3  CASE 


I  278  1 


I 


CASE  CV, 


N  the  forenoon  of  the  sgth  of  September, 
1781,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  Butcher  s  Wife  at 
\Vrgtham,  whofc  labour  had  begun  the  pre» 
ceding  evening;  when  the  midwife,  who  ufur 
ally  attended  her,  had  been  called  in  to  htr 
afTiftance,  (he  informed  rae,  that  the  pains  had 
returned  very  regularly,  from  the  time  fhe  was 
taken,  till  about  fiK  0'  clock,  in  the  morning, 
when  the  waters  broke,  and  fhe  difcovered  that, 
the  child  came  wrong;  by  finding  one  of  its  feet 
in  the  paflage,  without  attempting  any  thing,  {lie 
had  waited  the  return  of  the  pains,  to  fee  if  the. 
child  would  advance  in  that  fituation ;  but  in  9 
little  while,  perceiving  that  the  llring  prolapjcd 
and  protruded  farther  and  farther  before  it,  at 
every  pain,  fhe  defircd  that  other  affiflance  might 
be  fought  for :  in  the  mean  time,  fhe  contented  her- 
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fcif  wlih  endeavouring  to  pufli  up  the  firing,  and 
replace  it,  but  could  not  fucceed  in  her  attempts : 
upon  examination,  I  found  one  foot,  one  hand, 
.  and  the /«/»'$,  con{idcra.h\y  prolapfcd,  and  hang- 
ing down  fome  inches  before  them,  quite  out  of 
I  the  OS  externum  ;  it  was  cold,  and  without  the 
leafl  pulfation:  and,  as  the  jneconium  continued 
'  to  be  difcharged  in  large  quantities,  I  enter- 
tained not  the  Icafl  doubt  of  the  child s  death: 
however,  I  did  not  immediately  give  my  opini- 
on, nor  attempt  to  deliver  the  patient;  as  the 
midwife  flood  charged  with  accufations  of  neg- 
lc<S  and  want  of  Ikill,  I  thought  it  but  righc  to 
exculpate  her  from  fuch  charges  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power:  a  fecond,  examination  confirmed  my 
firfl  opinion  relative  to  the  child's  death,  and 
determined  mc  upon  immediate  delivery.  From- 
the  Hlftory  I  had  gathered  of  her  former  delive- 
ries, there  was  no  doubt  to  be  made  of  a  well- 
iormed  pelvis ;  the  os  internum,  was  fully  dilated, 
and  as  fbe  laid  on  her  left  fide,  I  introduced 
my  hand,  properly  lubricated,  with  a  view  to 
difpoITefs  the  hand  which  offered,  of  its  pre- 
fent  fituaiian»  by  pufhing  it  up,  and  paffing  by 
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it  in  fearch  of  the  other  foot ;  but  fooq 
after  the  introdu£lion  of  my  hand,  perceiving 
the  a£lion  of  the  uterus  coming  on,  I  laid 
my  hand,  which  was  before  in  a  conical  form, 
as  flat  as  poflible,  left  any  part  of  the  uterus 
fhould  be  injured  by  my  knuckles,  and  did  not 
proceed  till  it  was  over:  I  then  renewed  ray  at- 
tempt, and  not  without  forae  difficulty,  the  uterus 
being  contrafted  in  a  longitudinal  form,  could 
but  juft  reach  the  knee  belonging  to  the  other 
foot:  I  therefore  thought  it  moft  expedient  to 
bend  the  knee  c^utio\ifly,  and  thus  bring  down 
the  leg  and  foot  together:  after  which  I  was 
able  to  fecure  both  the  feet  together,  and 
proceed  in  the  delivery,  not  altering  the  pa- 
tient's poflure.  till  the  child  was  advanced  to  the 
hips;  when  I  found  it  expedient  that  (he  fhould 
lie  on  her  back,  that  I  might  with  more  eafe 
turn  the  belly  of  the  child  to  the  back  of  the 
mother:  this  being  eftecflcd,  I  proceeded  in  the 
bufinefs  until  the  head  defcended,  and  entered 
into  the  os  externum',  vyhen  I  inclined  the  body  of 
the  child  to  the  belly  of  its  mother,  carefully' 
guarded  \.\ic  ^  ^erhiaum,  and  proceeding  flowly, 
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ccomplifhed  the  birth;  the  placenta  feparated 
jon  and  very  eafily,    and  I  happily  left  the 
;  oman  in  a  very  good  way.    Were  I  to  make  a 
.'flexion  upon  this  cafe,  I  fhould  not  in  the  leafl; 
refitate  to  fuppofe,  that  this  child  was  entirely 
!>ft  by  delay,  and  would  in  all  human  probabi- 
t'ty  have  been  faved,  had  any  experienced  prac- 
ikioner  been  at  hand  when  the  membranes  firfl 
rcoke ;  yet  I  find  no  caufe,  in  the  leaft,  for  cenfu- 
:ng  die  midwife,  whofe  province  it  was  to  a£l  as 
te  did ;  and  fhc  defcrved  more  commendation  for 
liprring  the  bufmefs  to  a  Man-Midwife,  than 
'  hazarding  her  own  charader  on  a  procefs 
iiich  fhe  did  not  underfland.    A  cafe  fomc- 
ii^t  fimilar  to  the  foregoing,  occurred  to  me 
rirly  in  the  mpruing  of  the  firfl  of  March  laft, 
iih  ibis  difference  only,   that  I  was  luckily 
tefent  at  the  breaking  of  the  membranes,  when 
:i  funis  (addcnly  pro! apfed  into  the  vagina,  aild 
;;fented  with  the  left  hand  and  foot ;  whereupon 
iccomplifhed  the  delivery  with  all  convenient 
)pedition,  without  the  leaft  injury  to  either 
:  mother  or  cliild,  who  both  did  well. 
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CASE  CVI. 

Mr.    -  a  Gentleman  of  abiliiies  in  hi 

profeflion,  has  informed  me,  that  in  the  mont 
of  September,  1777,  he  was  fent  for  to  a  pa 
ticut,  wlio  had  always  been  fubjefl  to  Jpajmodi 
afledions  of  the  nervous  fyflcm,  but  more  parti 
cularly  fo  during  her  pregnancy ;  he  had  rclaxe 
the  fpafms  by  venefedion;    flrengthening  th 
nervous  fyflcm  by  tonics,  and  by  warm  hyften 
medicines :  akhough  flie  had  miCcarried  twic 
before,  fhc  was  now  brought  to  her  full  period 
geftation,  and  was  in  labour;  fhe  coraplainc 
of  fickncfe,   horripilation,  frequent  mi£l:uritio 
pains  of  the  back  and  loins;  the  membrane 
were  propelled  in  tlie  form  of  a  foft  fl,u£luatin 
bag:  after  fome  hours  they  broke,  and  the  fat 
dciccndcd,  and  was  delivered  by  the  natural  e 
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forts:  after  a  moderate  refpite  from  pain,  the 
.uUrus  renewed  its  contractions,  and  the  Jecun* 
dines  were  delivered,  feeraingly  whole  and  entire ; 
:but  the  woman  continued  hot  and  reftlefs,  andia 
fpain,  upon  which  he  gave  her  the  faline  draughts, 
miih  elixir  paregorJcum ;  notwithftanding  which 
i  fiie  had  a  fleeplefs  night,  and  early  the  next  mom- 
i  jng,  after  a  very  {harp  pain,  was  delivered  of 
..-I  f^ius,  which  was  perfedly  well  fhaped,  about 
t:wo  inches  in  length,  of  the .  female  fex,  and 
»,vhich  he  preferved  in  fpirits.    The  patient  now 
jrew  eaficr,    had  fgmc  refiefhing  red,  and  rc;. 
covered  her  Urength  in  the  ufual  time.  He 
inquired  very  particularly  concerning  the  ftatc 
klie  was  in  about  the  third  and  fourth  month; 
iimt  could  not  difcover  any  one  caufe  or  circum- 
lance,  to  which,  except  the  hyfteric  complaints 
wefore  fpoke  of,  he  could  attribute  thii  fingular 
))hxnomenon, 
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CASE  CVII. 

'jI^HE  fame  Gentleman  alfo  informs  me,  that 
an  ingenious  Surgeon  of  his  acquaintance,  inSus 
SEX,  was  fcnt  for  to  a  healthful  woman,  in  August, 
1775,  who  had  four  days  before  been  delivered  of 
child  by  a  midwife :  it  was  her  firfl  labour,  and  a 
there  was  no  recurrence  of  pains  after  the  deli 
very,  there  was  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  an 
thing  being  left  in  the  uterus ;  but  (he  was  fud 
denly  feized  with  a  flooditig,  and  fainted  away 
upon  coming  to  her,  he  examined  and  found 
fubflance  filling  up  the  paffage,  which,  with  th 
help  of  his  fingers,  as  it  was  pretty  low  down 
he  foon  delivered:  and  upon  examination,  foun 
it  a  fmall  falus  in  its  bag,  and  with  the  mem 
branes  entire ;  he  weighed  it  altogether,  an 
found  it  four  ounces  and  a  half  troy  weight  i| 
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pon  taking  the  foetus  out  of  the  bag,  It  appeared 
^etty  well  formed,  of  a  white  pellucid  colour, 
d  its  eyes,  nofe,  mouth,  ears,  limbs,  fingers, 
cs,  and  privities,  all  diftinft;  it  was  a  female: 
id  upon  enquiry,  he  found  that  the  woman  had 
ceived  a  fall  down  flairs  about  the  end  of  the 
>urth  month;  by  which  fhe  had  very  much 
tuifed  the  right  Gde  of  the  abdomen  \  but  had 
)ft  blood  from  her  arm,  and  foon  recovered  from 
le  accident;  he  did  not  preferve  the  fecundines, 
ut  the  fxtus  he  put  in  fpirits,  and  gave  it  to 
ly  friend,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  prefent  it 
)  me,  and  I  have  it  now  by  me.    The  ingenious 
..uthor  of  Letters  on  the  Force  of  Imagination  in 
rrcgnant  women,  tells  us  of  a  woman,  who  was 
aappily  brought  to  bed  of  a  welUfhaped  child; 
md  was,  at  the  fame  time,  delivered  of  a  little 
rnibrio,  extremely  flattened,  and  of  no  more  than 
wo  thumbs  length;  its  flefh  appeared  like  a 
membrane ;  but  the  head,  the  body,  and  the  ex- 
tremities, could  be  eafily  diflinguiflied. 
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CASE  CVIII. 

I  AM  alfo  indebted  to  the  friendly  information 
of  the  before-mentioned  acquaintance,  for  a  cafe,, 
which  occurred  to  him  upon  the  sgih  of  Au- 
gust, 1780;  the  patient  had  a  flow  and  tediou*,; 
but  fafe  delivery  of  the  child;  and  tipon  hi» 
proceeding  to  tie  the  funis  as  ufual,  he  perceived  j 
it  to  be  double,  he  therefore  made  a  ligature  upon ' 
both  the  chords,  and  divided  them  with  the  fcif- 
fars  ;  the  placenta  followed  in  proper  time,  and  he 
preferved  it  with  both  its  chords  as  a  great  curio- 
fity.  In  his  Obf.  Rar.  Cent,  prior.  Obf.  75.  Schol, 
p.  332.  ex  Ephemer.  German.  Cornelius  Stal- 
wart Vander  WiEL  relates  the  cafe  of  a  chili 
which  had  two  navel Jlrings,  and  $wo  placentas : 
and  ScHURiGius,  in  his  Embrymolog.  p.  96.  tells 
us  of  a  child,  that  was  born  in  1708.  "  Ex  cu- 
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I    jus  unico  umbllico  duat  cords  umbilicalis  cum 
[  "  duplici  infertionc  in   placentara  prodierunt." 
^Aijd  Stalpert  fays,  "  De  Geminis,  quorum 
finguli  quidem  utebantur  umbilicali  funiculo, 
8c  tertio  infuper  corauni  erant  donati."  Thcfc 
iare  very  rare  inftances  indeed,  one  funis  umbili- 
fcalis  being  common  to  one  child ;  and  many  of 
Itte  oldeft  praflitioners  in  Midwifery,  have  neither 
ifeen  or  met  with  an  inflance  to  the  contrary  j  yet, 
Lthat  fuck  inftances  do  fometimes  happen,  we 
ikaow  from  the  moH  indubitable  authority. 


CASE 


CASE  CIX. 

I  HAVE  been  told  by  a  Surgeon  in  Oxford- 
fhire,  of  long  experience  in  Midwifery,  that  in 
June,  1766,  a  poor  woman,  at  a  village,  neat 
the  town,  where  he  refided,  had,  without  anjr 
evident  caufe,  for  feveral  weeks,  a  flight  flood 
ing;  fometimes  for  a  day  or  two  together,  flie 
found  little  or  nothing  of  it,  and  then  it  returned 
again ;  but  never  in  fo  profufc  a  manner,  as  td 
make  her  faint :  at  length  her  labour  came  on,  and 
fhe  fent  for  a  midwife,  who  was  extremely  igno 
rant,  and  finding  the  placenta  in  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  concluded  it  to  be  fome  part  of  the 
child;  which  flie  roughly  laid  hold  of,  pulled 
forward,  and  entirely  feparated  both  that  and 
the  fecundinei  from  the  womb,  and  at  the  fame 
time  tore  away  the  ftring,  and  broke  it,  as  it  ap 
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pearcd  afterwards  clofe  to  the  belly  of  the  childj; 
che  woman  did  not  flood  fo  oiuch  as  might  have 
been  expeified  from  the  alarming  fituation  to 
which  flie  was  reduced;  her  afhftant  behig  em- 
barraffed,   and  not  knowing  how  to  extricate 
iherfelf  from  the  ftate  to  which  her  temerity 
;,iad  reduced  her ;  the  hufband  of  the  patient 
iapplied    to  the   parifli   ofBcers    for   leave  to 
^nrocure  a  Man-Midwife;  which  ,  having 
bbtained,   he   made   what  hafte  he  could  to 
ihe  houfe  of  this  Surgeon,  who  unluckily  hap- 
pened to  be  forae  miles  from  home  at  that  time : 
aowever,  the  man  went  after  him,  found  him, 
end  brought  him  to  his  wife ;  five  hours  were 
iapfed  from  the  time  that,  the  placenta  had 
^eeri  thus  torn  away :  and  although  the  hcemor* 
hage    continued,   yet  it   fortunately  had  not 
iicreafed  to   any  very  dangerous   degree ;  he. 
nund  the  pulfe  rather  weak  ;  the  patient  confi- 
antly  depending  on  his  alTiflance  to  fave  her 
tfe ;  the  belly  of  the  child  prcfcnting,  and  the 
tinea  fufficiently  dilated;   the  labour  pains 
lad    much  abated    for   the  two    lafl  hours, 
Vol.  J  I.  U  and 
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and  had  now   quite  ceafed:   he   ordered  an 
emollient    clyfter  to    empty  the  reiium;  and' 
the   fimation  of  the    child    being  fufEciently 
indicated  by  the  ends  of  the  {hort  ribs  and 
()rivitics,    he  placed  the  woman  in  a  proper 
pofuion,  introduced  his  hand  in  a  fmall  co- 
nical form,  flipped  it  along  the  belly  of  the /or- 
ius,  brought  down  its  feet,  and  fafely  delivered  -it 
in  about  ten  minutes  time.  The  funis  appeared  to 
have  been  entirely  lacerated,  from  its  infertion  into 
the  abdomen  ;  but  had  not  bled  greatly ;  he  applied 
dry  lint  upon  the  wound,  and  over  that  a  fmall 
comprefs  and  flannel  roller ;  the  child  was  ra- 
ther languid  at  firft,  but  in  a  few  days  recovered, 
and  v/as  quite  hearty ;  and  the  wound  of  the  navel 
was  perfectly  healed  in  about  a  fortnight.  Thfe 
efcape  of  the  patient,  which  he  had  thus  providenS- 
tially  refcued  from  the  hands  of  confummate  ig 
norance,  in  a  cafe,  which  is  ever  one  of  the  mo 
melancholy  that  can  poflibly  happen  in  the  obflc 
trie  line ;  and  which,  at  all  times  demands  tH 
greaiefl  experience,  perfpicuity,  and  care,  frO 
motives  of  humanity,  obliged  this  Gentleman, 
take  fuch  meafures-  as  cffeflually  obviated  a 
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future  danger,  which  might  occur  from  the  hands 
of  fo  rafh,  and  un-inRru£lcd  a  woman  pradliti- 
oner.    In  the  foregoing  inftance,  we  are  fur- 
nifhed  with   a  proof,   how  far    the  foetus  in 
uttro  depends  upon  its  own  circulation.  Dn 
Burton,  after  feveral  obfervations  on  this  fub- 
jed,  from  his  own  experience",  and  the  writings 
of  others,  concludes,  that  if  the  navel  Jlring  is 
%roke  a  very  little  time  before  birth,  even  for  a 
day  or  two,  the  fcetus  may  continue  fo  long  in 
life  without  any  fupplies  of  nouriflimcnt,  as  well 
as  it  does  feveral  days  after  birth ;  though  no- 
I  thing  could  pafs  out  of  its  ftomach  into  its  guts^ 
I  to  nourifli  it:  and  continues  our  authot,  the  prO' 
Ibability  of  a  child's  Ifving  in  the  womb  fo  long 
tiyithout  nouriftiment  as  I  mention,  is  certainly 
tmuch  greater  than  that  it  fhould  continue  in  life 
{for  days,  weeks,   or  months,  after  the  waters 
bhave  been  evacuated,  and  continued  to  be  con- 
iftantly  difcharged;  as  Mauriceau,  and- others 
ihave  mentioned.    Vide,  An  Ellay  on  the  Nutri- 
kion  of  the  fcefus  inulero,  by  Mr.  John  Gibson, 
iSurgeon,  at  Leith  }  and  alfo,  the  Medical  Mays 
uqd  Obfervations^  vol.  i.  art.  13. 
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CASE  ex. 


J[  HE  twenty-firft  of  April,  1773,  a  mid- 
wife fent  for  me  to  affifl.  in  the  delivery  of  a 
Farmer's  wife,  with  whom  fhe  had  been  engaged 
a  longtime:  it  was  the  woman's  firfl  labour;  the 
OS  tinea  had  opened  very  flowly,  but  was  now  well 
dilated  ;  the  head  had  entered  the  brim  of  the  pel" 
vis;  the  vertex  prefentcd;  the  membranes  had  broke 
three  hours  before  my  arrival ;  after  which  the 
pains  continued  regular  and  forcible,  and  patience 
fccmed  to  be  the  only  fure  guide  in  a  cafe  which 
promifed  fo  fairly ;  and  it  happened  accordingly, 
that  in  lefs  than  two  hours  the  child  was  fafel 
delivered,  and  the  placenta  excluded  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes after;  yet  the  pains  continued  to  recur  V 
as  great  a  degree  as  ever,  which  induced  me  fir: 
to  examine  the  abdomen,  and  next  the  uterus 
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upon  tlie  prefamption,  that  there  yet  remained 
another  child;   but   foon  perceiving  that  was 
not  the  cafe,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this 
unufual  circumftance,  any  otherwife  than  fup- 
pofing  the  frefhaccefiions  of  pain  to  be  oqcafion- 
cd  by  coagula  retained  in  the  uierus :  I  therefore 
again  carefully  paffed  my  hand,  well  lubricated, 
up  the  vagina  to  the  os  internum;  which,  altho' 
fo  open,  on  my  firft  effort  of  enquiry,  as  to  have 
eafily  admitted   my  two  fingers,   was_  now  fo 
clofely  contraded,  that  I  fhould  have  found  it 
difEcult  to  have  found  admittance  for  one ;  and 
finding  no  abfolute  occafion  for  forcible  dilata- 
tion, I  withdrew  my  hand,  and  contented  my- 
fclf  with  giving  the  patient  a  pill,  with  half  a 
I  grain  of  opium;  but  this  not  anfwering  any  end 
;  at  all,  and  the  pains  recurring  fafter,  and  more 
ifeverc;  1  doubled  the  quantity,  and  gave  four  • 
j  grains  in  the  fpace  of  eight  hours  before  it  had 
tthe  defired  cfFe^l ;  flie  at  length  flept  three  hours, 
-with  now  and  then  a  flight  interruption  of  pain  ; 
ibut  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  pains  recurred  as 
^violent  as  ev^r,  ajad  I  think,  rather  quicker  and 
Ifltronger,    than  they  had  done  a:  fitfl-  upon 

U  3  which 


[  m  1 

which  I  had  again  recourfe  to  the  opium,  and 
at  the  fame  time  applied  fomentations  of  bran 
and  water  in  bladders,  renewed  as  often  as  ne- 
celfary  to  the  parts  afFeded ;  by  which  treatment, 
after  fome  little  time,  fhc  was  greatly  relieved: 
the  pains  did  not  wholly  abate,  but  returned  at 
longer  periods,  at  length  went  entirely  oft,  and  fhc 
got  pretty  well  by  the  end  of  the  month.  She  was 
brought  to-bed  again  the  sgth  of  October,  1774; 
the  delivery  was  natural,  and  the  placenta  foon 
loofened  and  came  away,  but  the  pains  returned, 
to  full,  as  great  a  degree,  as  they  had  done 
before  ;  and  after  fome  time,  were  relieved  in 
the  fame  n^anner,  as  in  the  former  inftance.  In 
December,  1775,  flie  was  brought  to-bed  a  third 
time,  and  was  delivered  by  a  midwife;  who  find- 
ing the  pains  continue  very  bad,  after  the  child  and 
placenta  were  both  delivered,  concluded  there  muft 
be  another  child,  or  fomething,  left  behind,  wh,ich 
fbould  not  be ;  Hie  therefore  introduced  her  hand, 
with  great  pain  to  the  woman,  into  theuterus;  but 
hnding  nothing  there  to  confirm  her  fufpicion, 
withdrew  it:  however,  by  this  rough  and  violent 
treatment,  a  flooding  was  brought  on;  I  was 
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confulted,  and  it  had  very  nearly  cofl  the  poor 
-woman  her  life ;  fhe  was  a  great  while  before  flie 
:got  quite  well,  and  fince  that  time  has  not  agaii? 
been  pregnant.    This  is  not  the  only  cafe  in  the 
courfeof  ray  profelTion,  where  I  havefeen  much 
'danger  enfue  from  fimilar  practices ;  which,  for 
fome  particular  reafons,  I  (hall  at  prefent  forbear 
eg  recite,  and  hope  every  inftance  of  the  kind 
jciiay  furnilh  cautions  in  future.    It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  the  patient,  whofe  cafe  I  have  here 
celated,  is  of  a  delicate,  nervous  habit,  and  was, 
iilways  fubjed  to  *  painful  menflruation ;  by  which 
laer  health  had  been  much  impaired :  hence,  we 
see,  that  the  recurrence  of  labour  pains,  arc 
oot  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  and  certain 
rriterion  of  another  child,  after  the  delivery  of 
ne  firft;  and,  that  ihey  fl^ould  not  haftily  be 
Gnputed  to  that  caufe,  left  our  efforts,  in  confe- 
uuence  thereof,  may  prove  highly  prejudicial  to 
lie  patient. 

*  Anodj-nes  are- here  the  plain  "mtKcations  of  Cure;-  and  it  is  a  jutt 
fervation  of  the  late  learned  Dr.  Fotheroill,  that  In  this  cafe,. 
Ihoultl  be  given  rnr/y,,  as  it  requires  much  lefs  of  an  opiate  to  ob- 

ute  pain,  than  to  (jiNc^  it  when  acute.  Vide  Mtd..Obf,.&  Enq.  vol.  5,. 
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EING  called  one  morning  early  in  June, 
1775,  the  midwife  informed  me  that  flie  had  de- 
livered Mrs.  E  ;  that  no  uncommon  cir- 
cumflance  attended  the  labour,  which  was  natu 
ral,  and  foon  over,  and  that  the  placenta  had 
come  away  of  itfelf  in  a  few  minutes  after  the 
birth  of  the  child :  but,  that  the  pains  had  ne- 
verthelefs  continued,  and  fhe  had  found  out  byt 
the  motions,  which  were  manifcd  to  the  woman, 
and  which  flie  herfelf  had  felt  by  putting  her 
hand  upon  her  belly,  that  there  was  another 
-ihild',  but  upon  examining  the  womb  internally, 
flie  faid,  it  was,  fituated  fo  high  up,  that  it  wa 
impolTible  to  feel  any  part  of  it ;  but,  that  Jh 
was  certain  there  was  another  child :  now  this) 
woman,  it  was  plain,  had  not  attended  to  thq 
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.ufual  diminution  of  the  belly;  flie  had,  I  found, 
i introduced  her  hand  into  the  womb,  and  by  that 
T  means  given  the  woman  extreme  pain  ;  but,  even 
t  then,  flie  was  not  convinced  of  her  miftake  ;  but 
^  judging  from  the  motions  before-mentioned,  obfti- 
!  nately  perfifted  in  the  opinion  of  there  being  ano- 
i  ther  child  behind.    I  perceived  the  child  that  was 
Iborn  to  be  as  large  as  fingle  children  ufually  are; 
rthe  uterine  tumour  was  fenlibly  diminifhed,  and  by 
(applying  my  hand  externally  on  the  abdomen, 
•  felt  the  uterus  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubes 
1  contracted  like  a  circumfcribed  ball,  of  the  ufual 
Ifize  after  a  common  delivery:  I  next  carefully- 
rintroduced    a   finger     into    the    uterus,  and 
Ifound  it  entirely  emptied  of  its  contents  :  and 
tthen    informed   the  midwife    that   her  fufpi- 
icions    were   groundlefs,    which     fhe  feemed 
J  relu(^lantly  to   believe ;   but  the  event  proved 
Tiny  determination  to  be  juft,  and  that  {he  had 
i  miflaken  the  motions  of  the  uterus,  generally 
iconfequent  upon  its  contra^lion  after  delivery, 
'  for  thofe  of  another  child ;  in  which  belief  flie 
ihad  been  fupported  by  the  imaginations  of  the 
I  mother ; 
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iBOther:  in  every  cafe,  after  delivery,  •  by  apply-  | 
ing  the  hand  externally,  the  diminution  of  the  I 
belly,  and  Gze  of  the  uterine  tumour,  will  always  ^ 
guard  us  againfl  errors  of  this  nature;  and  thus  i 
a  co^npetent  knowledge  may  be  formed  of  the  pre-  "j 
mife'&  by  any  perfon  but  flightly  verfed  in  the  1 
Practice  of  Midwifery.  I  knew  a  particulaii 
inftance,  where  the  uterus  was  miftaken  fpra 
another  child;  and  the  efiforts  made  in  con-jj 
fequencc  thereof,  were  produdive  of  a  flooding 
and  a  violent  fever,  from  which  the  womanjlj 
recovered  with  much  difficulty.  — In  the 
Pradical  Obfcrvations  of  Ruysch,   he  fays,|l 

Whether  or  no,  the  uterus  in  women,  who  are 
not  with  child,  has  a  motion  upward  or  down- 
ward, as  many  Authors  would  have  us  believc„| 
is  a  queftion  not  ncceffary  for  me  to  decide,  b^- 
ing  not  only  ftudious  of  brevity,  but  alfo  defi 
lous  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with  nothing  bui 
what  comes  vouched  upon  my  own  experiencf 
but  by  the  way,  I  mufl  own,  that  it  not  a  litt}i 
furprizes  mc,  to  fee  fome  Authors  afcribe  ft 
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rcat  a  motion  to  the  uterus,  as  that  it  {houJld  be 
□  le  not  only  to  force  the  diaphragm  upward; 
It,  as  they  believe,  to  afeend  alfo  up  to  tbc^ 
roat.    Others   pcrfuade  themfclves,   that  the, 
•erus  afeend^  to  the  pracordia,  as  being  dry,  in 
rdcr  to.moifttjn  itfelf,  fuppofing  the  liver  to  be. 
:e  fountain  of  radical  mQiflure,  to  partake 
hich  the  uUrus  therefore  afcends  to  the  Uver  5 
Ot  leaving  thefe  trifling  conjeaures,  which  are 
abfurd,  as  to  fall  to  the  ground  without  any 
ppofition  ;,  I  can  affirm  myfelf,  to  be  more  than 
trtain,  that  the  uterus  moves  itfelf  greatly  in; 
:£  time  of  parturition,  and  that  all  the  natural; 
(TOWS  in  the  delivery,  depend  almofl  entirely 
aon  the  uterus;  and,  that  thefe  throws,  or  cn- 
lavours,  of  the  uterus  to  contrad,  do  very  of- 
i  continue  fo  violently  after  the  birth,  that  the 
n-mb  has  inverted  itfelf.  and  prolapjcd  out  of 
■  body:  I  have  experienced  a  few  hours  after 
:  binh  in  fome  women,  that  the  motions  of 
:  uterus  has  been  fo  very  evident,  that  the  mid- 
/es,  and  even  the  woman  herfelf,  have  often  told 
.  that  there  vras  ftiU  another  fotus  remain- 
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ing  in  the  womb :  in  this  cafe,  I  have  applied  | 
my  hand  to  the  abdomen,  and  perceived  fuch  a 
confiderable  molion,  as  removed  my  hand  like  a 
foetus;  and  has  even,  foraetimes,  fo  elevated  the. 
uterus  on  one  Gde  or  the  other,  as  to  occafion  a  j 
round  and  hard  tumour,  which,  any  one,  noini 
well-experienced,  would  have  taken  for  the  hea( 
of  an  infant :  and  foon  after  I  have  obferved  th 
fame  motion  on  the  oppofite  fide;  fometimes 
have  imagined  that  I  have  felt  the  knee ;  fome 
times  the  cheeks,  &c.   as  in  women  big  wii 
child,  and  near  the  time  of  their  delivery:  btt 
after  having  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus 
I  have  found  that  it  was  not  a  fatus,  but  the  worn 
itfelf. 


C  30'  3 


CASE  CXII. 

POOR  travelling  woman,  who  had  been 
lelivered  by  herfelf  in  an  out-houfe,  in  the  pa- 
ifh  of  Addington;  and  who,  from  fome  un- 
uarded  expreffions  uttered  againft  the  child, 
liould  it  be  born  alive,  was  fufpe£ied  of  delin- 
uency ;  at  the  requei^  of  the  parifh  officers,  be- 
ime  the  fubje£l  of  my  immediate  care  and  enqui- 
y :  it  was  fome  hours  after  her  delivery  that  I  firft 
aw  her ;  flie  was  then  feveiifli  and  light-headed, 
nd  talked  incoherently  of  having  murdered  her 
hild,  and  hid  it ;  the  concealment  of  the  child 
.rincipally  aggravated  the  circumflances  againfl 
icr:  accordingly  a  fearch  was  made,  and  the  child, 
ogethcr  with  the  funis  and  placenta,  unfeparated, 
vcve  found  und^r  fome  loofe  ftraw  in  one  corner  of 

the 
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the  building:  the  child  appeared  to  be  full-grown 
and  was  a  girl ;  forae  impcrfed  marks,  as  of  i 
*ftring,  or  cord,  appeared  round  its  neck,  but  were  fj 
liitle  indented  and  difcoloured,  as  to  make  it  han 
to  fay,  whether  they  were  abfolutely  marks  of  vioj 
lence  or  not ;  and  therefore,  it  was  utterly  impoffibl 
to  determine  that  the  child  was  really  ftrangled ;  i 
fate,  which  it  feemed,  the  mother  had  been  ofte 
heard  to  denounce  againft  it ;  but  notwithftahdin 
fome  appearances  might  have  led  to  the  belief  of  ii 
having  been  born  alive,  I  would  by  no  meanli' 
undertake  to  aver  that  to  have  been  the  cafe 
the  moll  extraordinary  matter  that  I  could  difcci 
ver  was,  the  conlorlion  of  the  funis  umbilicaliiW 
which  appeared  twilled  like  a  jack  line,  and  wallJ 
almoft  as  hard ;  the  circunifcrencc  of  it  did  na 
exceed  two-thirds  of  an  inch  ;  and  within  twij^i 
mches  of  its  extremity,  next  ilie  navel,  it  had 
Jcirrhous-WVt  fubflance,  which  was  very  callou 
and'fo  large,  that  I  had  not  the  lead  doubt  of  i  j 
having:  been  fufficicnt  to  obftru^l  the  circulatio! 
of  the  blood  thro'  the  chord.  It  was  thought  pro 
per  to  employ  a  Coroners  Inquefl  on  the  occa 

fion^ 


t 


C  303  ] 

fion  ;  and  the  Jury  having  given  in  their  Verdift, 
;that  it  was  Murder,  the  woman,  as  foon  as  flae 
pwa's  able,  wias  removed  to  the  county  jail;  -when, 
L.the  ideas,  which  I  had  before  conceived  of  the 
"matter;  together,  with  her  being  found  in  a  ftate 
Dof  delirium,  were  fully  fufEcient  on  h^r  trial,  to 
pprocure  her  an  acquittal. — Ruysch  tells  us,  thai 
aamongft  the  difeafes  which  threaten  the  fxlus, 
mwhile  yet  contained  in  the  womb,  a  contortion  df 
)iht  funis  umbilicalis  is  of  the  greateft  confequence; 
land  gives  us  an  inftance,  of  a  dead  foetus,  which 
mvas  brought  away  with  the  membranes  of  the  cho- 
rrion  and  amnios  entire ;  the  umbilical  chord  of 
ttvhich  he  found  wonderfully  contorted  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  we  fee  in  common  packthread,  after 
^iwifting  it  very  well,  and  then  applying  the  two 
Jinds  together,  one  part  of  the  chord  twilling  it- 
ifelf  round  the  other :  and  endeavours  to  account 
ifor  it,  by  urging  the  probability,  that  this  difaf- 
cer  proceeded  from  a  more  frequent  turning  round 
of  the  foetus  in  the  uterus ;  and,  that  this  was  the 
saufe  of.  its  desfth,  by  intercepting  entirely  the  cir- 
i:ulaiion  of  the  blood  through  the  vafcular  rope. 

CASE 
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CASE  CXIII. 

M.  G.  a  woman,  in  the  26th  year  of  heiji 
age,  was  delivered  of  a  child  on  the  21ft  of  No- 
vEMBEK,  1763;  fhe  recovered  in  the  ufual  tiraea 
bnt  in  a  few  days  after  her  getting  about,  was  fo 
miferably  infefted  with  boils,  that  fhe  could  hard- 
ly tell  how  to  flir  herfelf,  or  on  what  part  to  lie 
at  the  fame  time,  the  infant  of  which  flie  ha 
been  delivered,  remained  quite  free  from  an« 
fuch  complaint;  by  attenuating,  and  cleanfin| 
the  blood ;  by  bleeding,  alteratives,  and  purgin 
in  a  few  weeks  time,  flie  was  well  ;  and  hcl 
entirely  free  from  thefe  eruptions,  till 
/her  next  lyiog-in,  in  the  beginning  of  the  yeai 
1765,  from  which  fhe  had  not  recovered  moi 

than  a  week,  before  fhe  was  again  attacked  wid 

J 

ihem,  but  in  a  lefs  degree  j  and  they  were  coi 

fcqucnt 


Ji'o 


'  C  V5  I 

from  what  flie  had  before  obferved,  in  regard 
to  the  colour '  of  her  urvie,  and  the  Jlatnejs  of 
her  bell)'-,  as  (lie  proceeded  in  her  geftatidn, 
fhe  became  fubjed  tb  much  difficulty  m  ma- 
1  king  water,  and  fomctimes  even  fuflained  a 
fupprefTion  of  urine  for  four  and  twenty  hours  • 
[together:  but  by  keeping  her  belly  open  with 
llaxatlves,  and.  avoiding  faiigue,  thefe  fymp-  • 
ttoms  were  palliated;  at  tirheS  fhe  complained 
cof  violent  pains  in  her  back  and  loins;  of  un- 
:common  uneafinefs  in  her  breafls,  and  of  an  in- 
cclination  to  go  to  ftool,  without  being  able  fo  to 
ido ;  fhe  had  alfo  the  ham  or  rhoids  to  a  very  great 
liegree;  for  which,  by  my  advice,  fhe  tried  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  parts  affefled,  and 
received  confiderable  relief:  however,  after  a 
tbrtnight,  this  complaint  returned  again,  tho' 
not  in  fo  bad  a  degree  as  before ;  and  being 
innwilling  to  renew  the  Ueches,  from  the  trouble 
kvhich  had  attended  the  floppage  of  the  hamor' 
'hage  in  their  (irfl  application,  fhe  was  relieved 
mth.  them  by  vena:fcdion,  gentle  laxatives,  and 
litting  over  the  fleams  of  warm  water;  about 
^VoL.  II.  Y  «•  the 
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the  eighteenth  week  of  hei"  reckoning  fhe  felt'; 
the  child,  and  foon  afterwards    enjoyed  al- 
mofl;  a  total  remifTion  of  the  above  diforders :  |i 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth  month  fiie  was  [ 
itized  with.  a.  diarrhoea,  which,  after  fome  time,  [ 
was  removed  by  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb,  wiihi 
the  addition  of  opium ;  of  which,  {he  took  threcll 
grains  a  day  for  feveral  days,  before  fl}e  wasjl 
well  of  the  purging:   and,  although  it  fud-l| 
denly  difconlinued,    Qie   experienced  no  ill 
effe61s  from  it:  flie  often  obferved  tome,  thai 
her  belly  was  confiderably  bigger  and  highei 
on  the  light  fide,  than  the  left:  and  appa- 
rently more  fo,  than  in  either  of  her  formei 
pregnancies ;  and  on  that  fide,  as  flie  proceeds 
ed  nearer  to  her  full  term,  the  motions  of  thi 
child  were  much  more  troublefome,  than  ii  n 
any  other  part:  fhe  was  taken  ui  labour  earl 

*  in  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  of  laft  month 

*  I  was  fent  for  foon  after,  and  on  my  arrivaj  ,r 

*  found  the  pains  but  trifling,  and  recurring  noj  ,| 
'  and  then,  at  pretiy  long  diflanccs ;  the  os  (inci , 
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"was  very  tiigh  up,  inclining  to  ilic  light  fide, 
*•  rather  rigid  and  open  to  a  fmall  degree  :  fhe 
"  told  me  ftie  had  been  reftlefs,  and  had  but 
"  little  flccp  in  the  night ;  I  therefore  admini- 
i  ftred  an  opiate,  and  left  her  for  the  prefent : 
"  file  got  reft  for  fome  hours,  and  being  fooii 
*•  afterwards  attacked  with  fmarter  pains,  1  was 
"  caiied  again,  and  found  the  os  tincce  more  di- 

lated,  and  a  regular  recurrence  of  pains ;  but 

ftill  the  prefcnling  part  receded  from  the  touch, 
**•  and  continued  fo  to  do  till  near  five  hours 

after  my  fecond  vifit;  when,  in  confequence 

of  an  extremely  fharp  pain,  the  membranes 
"*  broke,  and  an  uncommon  quantity  of  water  was 
'*  difcharged  ;  from  the  foftncfs  of  the  prejenling 
"  Jubjlance,  in  which  I  evidently  felt  a  flu6luation, 
"  I  muft  ingeniioufly  confefs,  I  knew  not  what 
'*  to  make  of  the  cafe ;  nor  was  I  able  to  guefs 

what  part  it  could  poffibly  be:  firft,  1  thought 
'*  it  was  the  cheek]  then,  the  nales:  and,  in  fhort, 

fometimes  one  part,  and  then  another :  how- 

I"  ever,   the  pains  being  very  flrong,  and  the 
prefentalion  defcending,  fo  as  to  block  up  the 
Y  2      ,  «•  ^^hole 
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"  whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  I  was  led  to  hope, 
"  the  propelling  force  would  be  fufficlent  to  bring 
about  a  happy  iffue  :  however,  in  the  remif- 
"  fion  of  pain,  I  made  the  moft  accurate  exami- 
"  nation  in  my  power;  and  by  the  fluftuation, 
"  which  was  now  more  manifefl  than  before,  on 
"  account  of  the  parts  being  lower  and  eafier  to 
"  be  touched;  I  fliould  have  concluded  tiHat  it 
*'  was  an  hydroctphalous  head,  but  could  neither 
"  difcover  any  hair  upon  the  fcalp,  nor  the  Jw- 
"  tnres  of  any  part  of  the  head;  which  I  corw 
"  eluded  might  have  been  the  cafe,  notwithftand' 
"  ing,  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  the  head,  the  bones 
"would  have  been  greatly  collapfed ;  but  eve 
"  then,  they  mull  have  formed  irregularities  dif- 
"  coverable  by  the  finger:  I  was  therefore  utterl 
"at  a  lofs  to  learn,  at  any  rate,  the  reality  olK| 
"  the  part  that  firft  offered ;  which,  after  a  Ion 
"  fucceffion  of  fevere  pains,  was  delivered,  an 
"  appeared  to  be  a  large  lumour  fituatcd  upon  th 
"  right  fide  of  the  child's  head;  which  occupie 
"  the  whole  fpace,  from  the  Jagitlal  to  the  ant 
"  rior  part  of  the  lambdoidal  Jutiire,  extendin 

ov 
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over  the  right  parietal  bone,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  os  fronlis  quite  to  the  left  orbit :  it 
was  entirely  fmooth  on  its  furface,  had  no  hair 
upon  it,  and  was  of  a  confiderable  bulk:  on 
meafuring  the  tumour,  its  length  was  fix  inches 
and  about  a  quarter,  and  in  circumference  al- 
raoft  fourteen  inches  and  a  half;  the  child  juft 
breathed  when  it  was  born,   and  died  foon 
afterwards.    Upon  being  permitted  to  open 
the  tmjiour,  I  divided  the  integuments  in  the 
mofl    prominent  part,   and  found    it  filled 
with  concreted  mucus,  a.nd  grurnous  blood,  devoid 
of  fmell ;  of  which  there  iffued  through  the 
wound,  not  Icfs  than  fix  or  eight  ounces,  which 
leffened  the  magnitude  of  the  tumour  in  part 
only;  for,  upon  a  more  minute  infpedion,  I 
found  the  remaining  parts  next  the  orbit,  en- 
tirely firm  and  membranous ;  it  was  full  an  hour 
before  the  placenta  feparated ;  at  length  it  came 
down  into  the  pafTage,  and  the  woman  being 
very  impatient  to  have  it  delivered  ;  and  having 
I  once  tried  in  vain  to  difengage  it  with  my  hand 
iand  finger,  I  introduced  my  finger  with  the 
Y  3  '*  blunt 
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blunt  hook,  and  thus  foon  fiuifhcd  the  bufi- 
"  nefs ;  had  I  not  been  encouraged  to  wait  by  ] 
"  the  defcentof  the  prcfenting  part;  in  cafe  of  any  | 

exigency,  I  think  I  might  have  been  juftified  in  a 
"  pufhing  it  back,  and  going  up  for  the  feet,  as  in 
"  other  preternatural  cafes  ;  fo  far  from  expeding 
*'  that  the  head  would  be  the  firfl  part  brought 
*'  forth,  that  I  fliould  not  in  the  leafl  have  been 
"  furpiized  to  have  found  it  the  ?ialei,  or  fome  | 
"other    part:    the    woman    remained  pretty 
"  w  ell,  till  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day  after 
*'  her  delivery,   when  flie  complained  of  heat, 
"  head-ach,  and  ihiifl ;    but  thefe  complaint^ 
"  gave  way  to  a  neutral  ^nixture,  in  which  wa^ 
"  diflblved  an  ounce  of  Glauber  Jalts,  and  in  due 
"  time  flie  was  reftored  to  her  natural  health: 
'<  upon  enquiry,  I  could  not  find  that  fhe  had 
*•  received  any  hurt  during  her  pregnancy. 
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"  I  HOPE  you  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  b 
trufion,  if  1  prolong  this  Letter,  with  the  finr 
"  cular  cafe  of  a  Man,  in  the  Workhoufe  of  a 
'»  neighbouring  paiifh,  whofe  Poor  I  have  the 

**  me- 
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•'♦medical  care  of:  he  is  now  in  the  fifty-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  and  about  fix  years  ago  was 
fent  to  the  hofpital,  with  an  inveterate  ulcer  in 
'    his  thigh ;  which  had  been  of  long  (landing,  and 
which  had  been  accompanied  with  a  caries  of 
the  fubjacent  bone :  the  diforder  had  been  ow- 
ing  to  ah  irregular  courfe  of  life  ;  and  the  dif- 
charge,  upon  his  firft  going  into  the  hofpital, 
^  was  fetid  and  acrimonious,  and  he  was  much 
emaciated ;  his  continuance    there    was  fivfe 
"*  months,   when    he  returned  home,  cured  of 
the  ulcer,  and  with  the  fyftem  nearly  reRo- 
red  to  its  natural  vigour;  bat  reverting  to  his 
former  bad  habits,  in  a  little  time,  an  ulcer 
broke  out  upon  the  tibia  of  his  left  leg;  which 
"  being  long  negleded,  before  he  applied  for 
'•'  advice,  it  again  became  very  inveterate,  and 
"  when  I  firfl  faw  it,  was  callous  and  carious, 
"  and  had  a  very  offenfive  fmell;  by  correding 
".the  acrimony  of  his  blood,  and,  enjoining  him 
"  to  a  regular  way  of  living,  after  feme  time  the 
"  ulcer  was  brought  into  a  very  promifing  flate  ; 
'•-and  in  the  month  of  August  laft,  a  quantity 

Y  4  "of 


r  1 

of  blood  was  firft  difchaigcd  from  the  ulcer: 
*'  and  this  extraordinary  evacuation  has  been 
"  almoft  regular  in  its  periodical  returns  ever 
"  fince :  I  fay  almoft,  becaufe  the  periods  have 
"  been  fometimes  two  or  three  days,  or  more, 
"  diflant;  for  this  flrange  inftance  of  mevjlrua- 
"  like  evacuation,  I  know  not  how  to  account; 
"  and  beg  you  will  be  plealed,  in  your  next 
"  Letter,  to  make  it  a  fubjefl:  of  your  confidcra- 
^'  lion.  The  Man  has  enjoyed  better  health  fince 
^*  the  difcharge. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sec." 


THE  ANSWER, 

•«  DEAR  SIR, 

T  HE  Cafes  vou  have  fent  mc, 
«'  are  fingularand  uncommon  enough.  The  age 
*•  of  your  woman  patient  is  accounted  the  hap- 
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•  pieft  lime  of  life  to  bear  children:  you  fay  fhe 
"  had  been  ufed  to  quick  labours,  with  bad. 
"  floodings  ;  which  is  very  often  the  cafe.  The 
'  regular  returns  of  the  catamenia,  in  the  two  or 
'  three  firfl  months,  is  not  very  unufual  ;  there 
*•  have  been  inllances  of  their  having  continued 
*'  even  to  the  fixth :  and  La  Motte  gives  a  cafe, 
"  where  they  kept  on  through  the  whole  preg- 
"  nancy.    The    citron  colour  of  the  urine  may 
*'  be  generally  ejteemed,    I  believe,    a  pretty  cer~ 
*'  tain  fign  oj  pregnancy.    It   is  no  wicommon 
*'  iking   aJHongJl    the  Ftench  Ladies,    to  detcr- 
"  mine  their  being   with  child  by   the  Jlatnejs  of 
**  their  bellies.    The  complaints  which  your  pa- 
*'  tient  fufFered,  could  not,  I  think,  in  the  icafl 
contribute  to  the  diforder  on  the  head  of  the 
*'  foetus,  as  they  appear  to  have  been  merely  figns 
*'  of  the  new  Jiimulus  made  by  the  increafe  of 
**  the  foetus,  and  nothing  more :  they  were,  in- 
deed,  more  fe\xre  than  common  ;  and  it  gc- 
nerally  happens,  that  when  a  woman  has  great 
complaints  in  her  breafls,  8cc.  during  the  tiine 
of  her  geftation,  fhe  has  for  the  moll  part  an 

ill 
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"  ill  time.    When  a  diarrhoea  happens  fo  late  as 
"  the  eighth  month,  the  conflitulion  ought  to  be 
*'  duly  confidered,  and  it  will  moft  commonly 
be  found  right  to  flop  it.    The  uterus,  you 
know,  in  its  natural  (late,  is  Ctuated  exaftly 
*•  in  the  center  of  the  body;  but  it  is  to  be  ob- 
"  ferved,  that  in  women,  who  have  had  chil- 
dren,  the  fundus  «^dr/ generally  inclines  to  the 
*'  right  fide.    The  child,  about  the  end  of  the 
*'  ninth  month,  grows  very  troublcforae  from  its 
"  fize,  and  its  feet  are  often  obferved  to  beat 
*'  againft  the  fundus  uteri;  efpecially,  where  its. 
"  pofition  is  natural ;  which  was  the  cafe  in  the 
"  woman  you  mention:   from  hence,  we  may 
probably  deduce  a  rcafon  for  her  being  bigger 
"  on  the  right  fide,  than  the  left ;  and  the  parti- 
*'  cular  uneafinefs,  which  was  fo  troublefome  to 
"  her  as  (he  got  nearer  her  full  time.    You  fpeak 
of  a  large  difcharge  of  water  upon  the  break- 
ing  of  the  membranes;  and  may  obfervCj  that 
"  when  the  uterus  is  diftended  with  much  water., 
*'  the  head  will  ever  be  found  to  recede  more  oe 
"  lefs  from  the  touch.    In  difficulties  occurring;^ 

"from. 
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•  f*  from  retentions  of  (he  placenta,  it  was  common 
'    formerly  to  ufe  a  fmall  kind  of  forceps ;  but 
the  hook  will  be  always  found  as  much  fupc- 
'  **  rior  to  the  forceps,  as  the  fingers  are  to  the 
'     hook.    It  was  no  wonder  that  the  cafe  fliould 
'  *•  turn  out  laborious.    The  addition  made  to  the 
"  head  by  the  tumour,  muft  necelTariiy  render  its 
'  •'palFage  more  difficult  and  embarraffing  ;  be- 
fides,  the  placenta  remaining  more  than  half  an 
hour  in  the  uterus,  after  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  fhould,  in  my  opinion,  always  give  the 
appellation  of  laborious,  to  all  labours.   It  will 
'    be  found  hard  to  account  for  this  very  extra- 
ordinary  tumour  of  the  child's  head;   or,  to 
fay,  whether,  it  was  of  a  hydrocephalous  kind, 
a  fpecies  of  the  Jpina  bifida.    The  parents 
' "  fhould  not  regret  their  lofs ;  the  child's  life 
'V  would  probably  have  been  but  of  Chort  dura- 
tion,  and  attended  with  much  mifery  and  pain. 
' — In  regard  to  the  phnenomenou  you  mention, 
"*  it  may  be  found  difficult  to  invefligate  its  real 
'*'caufe;  but,  as  the  Man  has  had  his  health 

better 
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"  better  fincc  this  periodical  flux;  we  may  be  al- 
"  lowed,  with  fome  reafon,  to  conclude,  that  it 
"  is,  in  great  raeafure,  occafioned  by  a  plethora.  I 
"  once  knew  a  Man,  who  had  a  very  regular 
"  monthly  difcharge  from  the  hcemorrhoidal  vef- 
"  fels,  and  which  continued  for  fome  years., 

"  I  am,  Iczr 


In  the  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  5.  fc6i.  q, 
art.  3.  we  have  the  following  hiftory  of  a  cafe, 
in  which  there  occurred  a  very  uncommon  pre- 
fcntation  of  a  child ;  to  whofe  neck  there  was 
attached  a  tumour,  nearly  about  the  fize  of  the 
child  s  head,  as  communicated  to  Dr.  Duncan, 
by  Mr.  John  Gardner,  Surgeon,   at  Betlf.y, 

Staffordshire:  M — y  B  h,  aged  twenty; 

of  a  good  conllitution,  and  well-formed  pelvis, 
was  attacked  wiih  labour  pains  about  feven  in 
the  morning:  at  nine  he  came  to  her,  and,  upon 

enquiry. 
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enquiry,  found  that  the  waters  had  broke  about 
an  hour  before;  her  pains  were  then  exceedingly 
'.weak:  and,  upon  examination,  he  found  the  os 
.  uteri  completely  dilated,  but  a  very  extraordinary 
kkind  of  prefentation :  the  hand  and  arm  lay  un- 
tder  the  body,  which  was  forced  very  low  into 
ithe  pelvh;  and  the  point  of  the  other  fhoulder 
vwas  diflinftly  to  be  felt  upwards ;  whilft,  at  the 
Ifame  time,  the  infertion  of  the  fu?ns  unibilicalis 
iinto  the  belly,  was  plainly  to  be  felt  near  to  the 
ios  externum^  from  this  fituation  of  the  child,  he 
vwas  of  opinion,  that  it  lay  diredly  acrofs  the 
fpelvis,  and  that  there  was  no  other  remedy  than 
ithe  turning  of  the  child ;  but  as  the  woman's 
jpains  increafed,  and  fhe  was  very  timorous ;  and 
ffinding,  from  the  hand  and  arm  of  the  child,  it 
vwas  very  fmall,  he  was  difpofed  to  wait  the  ef- 
I forts  of  Nature  for  fome  little  time,  thinking  it 
ipoffible  for  the  head  of  the  child  to  follow  the 
ifhoulder  ;  which  he  had  once  found  to  be  the 
fcafe  in  a  child  much  larger  than  this;  but  after 
\waiting  fome  time,  and  finding  it  gained  no  ad- 
wantagc,  he  told  the  woman  and  her  friends  the 

nature 
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nature  of  the  cafe ;  and  if  fhe  would  confent  to 
the  turning  of  the  child,  doubted  not  but  (he 
would  do  very  well ;  the  woman  relu6lantly  gave 
her  confent,  and  he  then  begun  the  operation, 
by  making  an  attempt  to  raife  the  body  of  the 
child;  but  not  fucceeding,  he  endeavoured  td 
pafs  his  hand  gently  up  into  the  uterus  to  fearch 
for  the  feet,  and  to  his  great  furprize,  found  one: 
foot  lying  directly  acrofs  the  fide,  and  the  heel 
turned  downwards ;  with  great  difficulty  he  laid 
hold  of  the  foot,  and  brought  it  down,  and  then 
palled  a  ligature  round  the  ancle ;  and  having 
gained  this  advantage,  he  let  the  woman  reftj 
and,  as  the  leg  lay  direflly  acrofs  the  body,  he' 
began  to  fufpefl  that  there  muft  be  two  children : 
he  was,  however,  determined  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage from  that  leg;  but,  aftet  many  fruitlefs 
attempts,  to  bring  the  child  lower,  he  palfed 
his  hand  under  that  leg  up  into  the  uterus,  found 
another  knee,  and  with  fome  difficulty  got  hold 
of  that  leg ;  finding  this  leg  much  larger  than  the 
other,  he  concluded  they  were  two  legs  of  diffe- 
rent children ;  the  woman's  pains  increafing  then 

very 
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very  much,  forced  the  child  down  very  faft,  till 
it  came  as  far  as  the  hips :  he  was  then  convin- 
ced, although  there  was  evidently  fuch  a  diffe- 
rence in  the  fize  of  the  legs,  that  they  belonged 
to  one  child;  after  it  had  advanced  below  the 
I  navel  it  there  flopped  ;  and  as  he  found  the  child 
1  muft  have  been  dead  fometime,  the  cuticle  flrip- 
;  ping  all  off  with  what  little  force  he  ufed,  he 
was  fearful,  from  the  great  refiflance  he  then 
.  met  with,  that  he  fhould  pull  the  body  from  the 
ihead,  and  leave  the  head  in  the  ^c/iy/j,  he  wrap- 
ped a  cloth  round  the  body,  and  gradually  pull- 
itd;  at  the  fame  time  alternately  raifed  the  body 
1  upwards,  and  moved  it  downwards  ;  finding  he 
j gained  fome  little  advantage,  he  perfevered  till 
Ihe  came  to  the  fhoulders,  then  cleared  both  the 
8  arms  :  after  this  he  pafTed  his  finger  into  the 
(child's  mouth,  and  here  he  found  greater  refift- 
aance  than  ever;  at  length  he  overcame  it,  and  to 
1  his  great  furpiize,  found  a  large  iumour  growing 
Ibehind  the  head,  of  nearly  the  fame  fize  with 
tthe  head:  the  origin  of  this  tumour,  our  author 
:tells  us,  was  exai5lly  at  the  lambdoidal  fiiliire;  and 
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it  hung  by  a  flalk  of  about  half  an  inch  long^ 
and  two  inches  in  circumference,  and  then  imme- 
diately enlarged  to  the  fize  of  the  child's  head; 
the  external  covering  of  this  tumour  was  very 
red,  and  exceedingly  vajcular,  but  had  no  hair 
upon  it:  the  integuments  were  very  thick,  and  it 
evidently  contained  a  fluid.    As  he  could  not 
prevail  upon  the  friends  to  let  him  have  the  falusf 
he  was  determined  to  examine  the  contents  of  the 
tumour,  to  which  they  reluctantly  gave  confent  ♦ 
he  divided  the  integuments  near  to  the  bafis  of 
the  tumourt  and  found  that  it  contained  about 
a  pound  of  thin  blood,  of  a  very  black  colour^ 
and  fomewhat  fetid :  he  alfo  found  blended  with 
it  a  large  portion  of  the  medullary  fubftance  of 
the  brain ;  but  is  difpofed  to  think  that  the  brain 
was  not  a  part  peculiar  to  the  tumour,  but  tha^ 
the  dura  mater  was  become  putrid,  and  by  that 
means  fuffered  a  part  of  the  brain  to  pafs  into 
,the  preternatural  tumour,  and  fo  it  came  to  be 
mixed  with  the  enclofed  fluid;  the  lower  part  of 
the  back  looked  exceedingly  livid,  and  the  lum- 
bar procejfes  of  the  fpine  were  much  bent  in- 
wards, 
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.uJs,  and  broke:  it  feeraed,  he  fays,  tHat  this. 

lit  of  the  child  had  fiifFered  fome  violent  in- 
iiry,  fo  as  to  b6  the  caufe  of  its  death ;  which, 
lOm  the  age  of  the  fcelits,  and  the  appearance 
putrefafiion,  rauft  have  happened,  at  leaft, 
;ne  month  before  dehvery.     Upon  afking  the 
?oman  if  fhe  had  received  any  injury  during 
er  pregnancy ;  fhe  informed  him,,  that  flie  had 
cceived  a  violent  blow  upon  her  belly,  about 
ro   months    before,    falling  down   upon  the 
ege  of  a  large  cloaths   bafket.    Our  author 
mcludes,  with  obfetving,  that  the  hiftory  of 
te  cafe  muft  appear  lingular;  when  we  con- 
cef,  that  the  prefentation  of  the  child  was 
::h,  as  was  never  before  defcribed  by  any  pro- 
tfor  of  Midwifery;  a  point  of  one  fhouldef; 
::  hand,  arm,  and  fhoulder,  of  the  other  fide  j 
;:  infertion  of  the  funis  umhilicalisi  and  one  leg, 
mg  acrofs  the  fide,  were  all  ^o  be  diflinftly 
:c  at  once:  the  leg  that  was  firft  difeovered  was 
:it,  and  turned  quite  upwards  from  the  knee ; 
that  the  fituation  of  it  had  impeded  the  cir- 

lation  of  the  blood  into  the  limb,  and  occa- 
^VoL.  II.  Z  fioned 
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fioned  tbat  leg  and  foot  to  be  fo  much  lefs  than 
the  other. — La  Motte  mentions  the  cafe  of  a 
fxlus  in  utcro,  that  was  killed  by  a  fall  in  the 
feventh  monih  ;  which,  when  born,  looked  asi 
if  all  its  flefli  had  been  taken  away,  and  the 
fkin  ftuck  again  upon  its  face  and  bones :  andi 
thinks,  that  it  might  not  die  immediately,  nor, 
perhaps,  till  the  flefh  and  humours  were  all  con 
fumed   away,  growing  till  then,  weaker  an 
weaker,  by  degrees :   he  adds,  that  the  chil 
was  not  corrupted,   becaufe  the  air  was  noi 
able  to  get  at  it. — In  the  Medical  Obfervation 
and  Enquiries,  vol.  5.  we  arc  favoured  with  a  cu 
rious  cafe,  of  a  very  extraordinary  tumour  on  th 
head  of  an  infant,  by  Mr.  William  Loftie,  zM, 
Canterbury.  To  Mr.  James  C alder,  SurgeonM| 
in  Glasgow,  we  are  indebted  for  the  foUowin 
hiflory  x>f  the  maijlrua,  regularly  evacuated  ai 
an  ulcer  of  the  ancle,  as  publiflicd  in  the  thir 
volume  of  Medical  Elfays  and  Obfervations : 
healthy,  vigorous,  labouring  country  girl,  of  an 
ordinary  flature,  flrained,  her  right  foot,  at  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  again  at  nineteen,  when  a  for 

did! 
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did  ulcer  broke  out  in  it;  this  being  healed  up 
;in  three  weeks,  flze  foon  after  Goiriplained  of  a 
idiforder  through  all  her  body.  At  twenty  years 
cof  age  her  menjlrua  appeared  for  the  firft  time, 
Ibut  in  a  v£ry  fmall  quantity :  the  former  difor- 
sders  flill  continuing,  fhe  was  blooded  at  the  vena 
fapbcend  of  that  right  foot :  foon  after  which  an 
lulcer  was  formed  at  that  ancle,  which  had  then 
ccontinued  above  five  vears  :  a  confiderable  fhare 
edf  the  os  calcis  having  come  out ;  this  ulcer  fent 
lOUt  in  two  or  three  days,  of  each  month,  as 
Uargc  a  quantity  of  blood,  as  women  generally 
jpafs  in  their  courfes;  and  this  in  regular  periods, 
iwithout  any  blooding  at  the  intermediate  time : 
ffome  days  before  this  periodical  hamorrhdge,  fhe 
always  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  foot, 
which  became  tolerably  eafy  as  foon  as  the  eva- 
ccuation  was  paft :  flie  continued  in  this  way,  till 
iiin  May,  i  733,  the  bones  being  caft  out,  and 
[the  ulcer  beginning  to  heal  up^  while  her  body 
turned  more  plump  and  flrong;  the  menfes  came 
the  natural  way,  in  much  ihe  fame  quantity, 
wnd  continuing  the  fame  time  they  ufed  to  do  at 

Z  2  her 
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her  foot,  which  bled  none.    She  had  a  fccond 
natural  return  of  the  courfes  in  June  ;  but,  in 
July,  flie  paffed  the  natural  period,  and  her  foot 
became  more  painful;  but,  the  wen/ei  returning 
as  in  other  wometi,  the  pain  ceafcd ;  and  fhe  had 
ever  fince  that  time  been  in  good  health,  with 
her  menjes  regular  in  the  natural  way,  without 
any  other  evacuation,  than  of  a  fmall  quantity 
of  pus  at  the  ulcer,  which  flill  continued  a  little 
open.-— A  Surgeon,  of  dcferved  eminence  in  his 
profeffion,  in  the  year  1772,  had  the  care  of  a 
young  woman,  in  the  20th  year  of  her  age ;  fhe 
was  of  a  cache£lical  habit,  never  had  mcnjlruated, 
and  had  a  phagadaiic  ulcer  in  her  left  leg,  which 
for  fomc  time  betrayed  a  great  degree  of  acrimony 
in  the  blood  :  by  the  moft  judicious  treatment  it 
was  foon  brought  into  a  healing  ftate  ;  when  fud- 
denly,  after  much  pain  in  that  leg  and  thigh,  the 
ulcer  difcharged  a  quantity  of  blood,  and  conti- 
nued fo  to  do,   in  regular  periods,   for  eight 
months  fuccelTivcIy ;  when  the  menjes  appeared 
in  the  regular  way,  the  ulcer  dried  up,  and  the 
woman  is  fmce  married,  and  has  had  children. 

CASE 
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CASE  CXIX. 

a  farmer's  wife,  in  the  thirty" 
jVecond  year  of  her  age ;  naturally  of  an  irrita- 
ble habit,  had  long  been  fubje^l  to  a  train  of 
f.iervous  fymptoms,  in  March,  1777.  applied  to 
rrne ;  ftie  was  then  five  months  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy  ;  complained  of  low  fpirits,  weaknefs, 
want  of  appetite,  wearinefs  after  motion,  and 
vatchfulnefs ;  fhe  had  alfo  a  pain  and  giddinefs 
!i  her  head,  and  frequently  great  naufea,  with 
;ijtchings  to  vomit,  was  alternately  hot  and  fe- 
e^rilh,  or  cold  and  chilly,  and  her  mind  was 
I  nufually  hurried  upon  the  leaft  emotion ;  a 
itrous  deco£lion,  and  an  injufion  of  hark  and  elixir 
■  vitriol,  had  been  prefcribed  for  her,  but  would 
:Dt  ftay  on  her  ftomach  ;  neither  could  I  fucceed 
any  thing  that  I  gavc  her;,  her  ftomach  totally 
Z  3  rejedcd 


rcje£led  every  kind  of  medicine ;  till,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a  phyCcian,  her  lyraptoms  were  palliated  by 
bleeding,  in  fmall  quantities,  the  warm  pediluvium, 
and  by  opiates,  taken  every  night  at  bed-time: 
on  the  3ifl  of  July  following  fhe  was  taken  in 
laboui",  and  fent  for  a  midwife ;  who,  after  wait 
ing  a  conliderable  time,  and  notwithflanding  thi 
pains  were  flrong  and  frequent,  finding  that  tlii 
child,  which  prefented  in  a  natural  pofition,  an( 
was  very  low  down,  did  not  in  the  leaft  advance, 
rcluflantly  confented  to  my  being  called  in.  Al 
the  time  I  was  fent  for,  it  happened  that  I  was 
attending  another  woman  in  labour,  and  was  not 
relealed  till  two  hours  afterwards ;  when  I  im- 
mediately vifited  this  patient,  and  was  informecUi 
by  the  midwife,  that  "  JJie  had  performed  the  dt^ 
*'  livery  with  a  great  4eal  of  trouble,  and  not  wilh^\ 
*•  out  dextcroiifly  pufliing  back  the  bone;  bchindJIf^] 
"  to  make  way  for  the  head,  which  was  very  large. 
"  and  had  lain  fo  long  in  the  birth,  that  the  chili  \ 

was,  by  that  means,  Jlill-born.''  As  the  deli 
very  was  fucceedcd  by  a  fainting  fit,  much  at- 
tention had  been  paid  to  the  mother,  and  none 


ti 
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to  the  child;  which,  upon  the  prefumption  of 
being  dead,  had  been  huddled  up  in  forae 
cloths,  and  laid  by  in  a  corner :  the  mo- 
ther being  now  pretty  well  recovered,  began  to 
fhew  feme  folicitude  about  the  child,  and  I 
obeyed  her  dire6lions  in  examining  it ;  when,  to 
my  no  final  I  aftoniftiment,  although  it  was  very 
black  and  livid,  fome  remote  figns  of  life  re- 
mained, and  I  immediately  divided  the  funis  be- 
low the  ligature,  which  had  been  too  precipi- 
.  tately  made :  it  at  firft  bled  but  a  few  drops  ; 
but  by  putting  the  child  before  the  fire,  rubbing 
it,  and  wafhing  it  well  with  warm  brandy  and 
water,  the  bleeding  from  the  funii  increafed,  and 
in  lefs  than  five  minutes  the  poor  infant,  much 
to  the  fadsfadion  of  its  parents,  was  fo  well 
recovered,  as  to  cry  with  an  audible  voice, 
proved  hearty  and  flrong,  and  is  alive  to  this 
hour  ;  nor  is  this  the  only  inftance  where,  upon 
properly  examining  children,  which,  as  foon  ai. 
born,  have  been  laid  by  as  dead,  I  have  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  fee  them  revive  and  do  well.  I 
fould  here  recite  two  very  particular  mftances, 

2,  4  befide^ 
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befides  the  above-mentioned  ;  but  as  they  might 
be  thought  to  imply  fome  oblique  reHc6lion  on 
the    praflitioners  concerned,    I  fliall  felicitate 
myfelf  with  the  retrofped  of  having  been  the 
means  of  faving  two  children  ;  which,  without ' 
fuch  interpofition  and  care,  would  mofl  probably 
have  periOied.    It  is  a  very  pernicious  cuftora, 
and  too  prevalent  amongfl  midwives,  to  tie  the 
navel  firing  too  foon :  and  agreeably  with  my 
own  experience,  as  well  as  on  the  authority  of 
fome  refpe^lable  writers  on  this  fubjcfl,  1  can 
aver,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  done  till  the  child 

has  either  niad^  water,  Jnened,    or  cried.—  • 

Dr.  Watts,    in  his  Reflections  on  flow  and 
painful  labours,  chap.  ii.  has  employed  much 
pains  and  ingenuity  on  this  matter,  and  proved 
that  many  infants  die  convulfed  in  confequencc 
of  (he  Junis  being  cut  before  the  grand  revolution 
in  the  circulation  is  accomplilhcd ;  a  do£lrine, 
%vhich  perfectly  agrees    with  the  precept  laid 
down  by  the  fage  Hippocrates  on  this  fubjcCl.  In 
the  fifih  volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Enquiries,  we  find  a  fingular  account  of  a  ner- 
vous 
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ous  cafe  in  pregnancy,  related  by  Mr.  James 
MCAS,  Surgeon,  at  Leeds,  and  communicated  by 
)r.  Hunter;  in  which,  from  bleeding,  and  opi- 
n,  the  patient  Received  the  moft  material  relief. 

— La  Motte,  is  of  opinion,  that  fbe  os  coccygis 
h  no  obftru(ftion  to  the  coming  away  of  the  child  ; 
:and,  although  Daventer,  and  fome  other  authors 
Dof  alater  date,  agree  in  advifing  the  thrufling  back, 
oof  the  OS  coccygis,  when  the  head  or  buttocks  are 
ttoo  large ;  it  appears  to  me  unneceffary,  as 
ithe  OS  coccygis  is  indued  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
telafticity  from  its  intervening  cartilages,  as  to  ren- 
(der  it  capable  of  receding,  when  the  protruGon 
tof  the  child  is  effeded,  either  by  the  labour  pains 
tthemfelves,  or  by  the  forceps. — La  Motte  ad- 
\y\{ts  us  to  be  very  cauuous  in  examining  chil- 
*4ren  that  come  forth  apparently  dead  ;  having 
ifeen  Jcueral,  he  fays,  that  have  come  to  them- 
ifelves  again,  after  the  firing  has  been  cut,  by 
;  putting  them  hefore  the  fire,  wajliing  them  with 
>ko{  wine,  or  blowing  fome  info  their  mouths.  Vide 

Portal,  Obf.  J3. 
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CASE  CXX. 

T 

X  WAS  called  to  a  patient  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning;  who,  from  a  blow,  fell  into 
labour,  and  had  continued  fo  for  two  days  and 
nights,  previous  to  my  being  fent  for:  as  I  was 
on  the  road  to  attend  her,  a  melTenger,  who  had 
been  difpatchcd  for  that  purpofe,  met  me,  and 
informed  me,  that  the  woman  was  dead:  how- 
ever, not  being  far  from  the  houfe,  I  proceeded 
thither,  and  received  the  following  account  from 
the  midwife:  *'  ihat  the  woman  had  accidcnially 
' '  received  a  blow  in  an  affray  which  had  happened 
*'  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  Joon  aflcr  was  taken 

with  labour  pains:  in  the  beginning  of  which 
"  the  membranes  broke;  that  it  was  many  hours 

after  JJie  was  taken,  before  fixe  (the  midwife)  was 
*'  informed  of  her  filuation  ;  that,  at  frfl,  fhe  found 

"  tht 
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♦*  the  luadvery  low,  and  ai  the  pains  grew  greater,, 
and  more  lajling,  expcSled  the  child  to  be  born 
*'  every  minute ;  but  although  the  pains  continued 
*'  goodjor  many  hours,  the  head  did  not  in  the  leajl 
^'  come  forward',  at  length  the  pains  Jlackencd,  the 
♦*  woman  grew  fainter  and  fainter,  and  had  been 
dead  full  an  hour  before  I  arrived ;  but  had  not 
*^  been  attended  *  with  either  convulfions  or  flood- 
"  ing Cbe  Hkewife  told  me,  "  that  the  woman 
*'  was  not  very  young,  and  that  this  was  herjirflpreg' 
"  nancy.'''  Being  permicted  to  examine  the  corpfe, 
I  found  upon  touching,  that  the  head  of  the  child 
relied  upon  the  perinaum,  which  the  midwife  al- 
lowed to  have  been  the  cafe,  both  before  and  after 
the  ceflation  of  the  labour  pains :  upon  a  more 
ftrifl  enquiry,  I  eafily  perceived  the  greater  fofi- 
tinelle,  and  found  the  face  of  the  child  inclined 
towards  i\it  pubes;  hence  I  may.  venture  to  affirm 
10  a  certainty,  that  had  proper  affiflance  been 
called  in  time,  and  the  forceps  been  applied  ;  it  is 
morally  poflible,  that  the  lives  both  of  the  mo« 
ther  and  child  might  have  been  preferved :  atleaft, 
it  was  fuch  a  chance,  that  it  was  a  thoufand  pities 
it  were  not  tried.  CASE 
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CASE  CX^I. 

A  WOMAN,  fubjea  to  an  idiopathic  ja.nn~ 
dice,  was  taken  in  labour  about  fix  in  the 
evening  of  the  third  of  February,  1777,  and 
fent  for  her  midwife ;  who,  after  waitiijig  with, 
her  a  confiderable  time,  and  at  length  find- 
ing the  membranes  break,  and  a  foot  prefent,  de- 
Cred  further  affiftance  might  be  called  in:  it  was 
late  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day  that  I  received 
the  meffage,  and  then  I  was  engaged  in  a  labour 
at  a  great  diftance  from  home ;  but  being  releafed 
by  the  delivery  of  the  woman  I  had  been  with, 
in  about  half  an  hour  after  the  meffenger  was 
gone,  I  haflened  to  alTift  this  other  patient,  whom 
I  found  delivered  of  Twins,  by  the  natural  ef- 
forts only:  the  firft  child  coming  feet  foremoft, 
and  the  fecond  with  its  head  in  a  natural  direc- 
tion J 
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1 ;  there  were  two  diftinft  placentas,  which 
h  come  away  after  the  birth  of  the  fecond 
lild.    I  have  often  obferved  a  yellownefs  of 
(kill  with  which  fome  children  are  born, 
hich  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  jaundice,  as 
.;  generally  goes  off  after  a  proper  evacuation  of 
lae  meconium ;  but  both  thefe  children  were  born 
Vith  a  confirmed  jaundice  ;  for  the  alhuginea,  or 
ri^hites  of  their  eyes,   were  of  a  deep  yellow, 
r/hlch  fpread  all  over  their  bodies ;  and  the 
urine  which  they  made  tinged  the  clouts  and  li- 
aen  like  faffron :  1  never  met  with  fuch  a  cafe 
loefore:  although  fuch  means  were  ufed,  as  their 
cender  flate  would  admit  of,  it  might  be  faid, 
lhat  the  jaundice  was  the  deftruflion  of  them 
»oth  ;  one  living  only  to  the  end  of  the  fecond 
month,  and  the  >other  to  the  beginning  of  the 
"trourth.    M.  Portal,  in  his  Remarks  on  certain 
iDiJtaJts  of  the  Liver,  Sec.  publifhed  in  the  Me- 
inioirs  of  theRoyal Academy  of  Sciences  atPARis, 
: takes  occafion  to  notice  the  jaundice  of  new-born 
iinfants;  and  fuppofes  it  an  afFe£lion,  not  to  be 
lowing  to  any  difeafe  of  the  liver,  but  merely  to 
ttjie  bile  infinuating  itfclf  into  the  la^icals :  he  tells 

us, 


C   334  1 

us,  that  upon  paffing  a  ligature  round  the  fmall 
inteftines  of  dogs,  a  little  below  the  opening  of 
the  ductus  choledochus,  he  has  obferved,  that  ia 
five  or  fix  hours  afterwards  the  tunica  conjuncliva 
of  their  eyes  has  acquired  a  yellow  tinge,  and 
their  laEleah  have  been  filled  with  bile  :  he  far- 
ther remarks  on  this  complaint,  that  the  liver  is 
fometiines  fufpe£led  without  reafon :  and  is  often, 
on  the  other  hand,  theunfufpe£led  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  as  in  two  particular  cafes :  one  of  the  pa- 
tients, was  a  woman  who  complained  of  pain  in- 

« 

the  epigrajiic  region,  attended  with  vomiting  ;  the 
difordcr  was  treated  with  bitters  and  flomachics ; 
but  the  patient  died  he£lic :  on  diffeftion,  the  flo- 
mach  was  in  a  healthy  flate,  but  the  liver  was 
enlarged,  and  difeafed.  Some  years  afterwards 
he  applied  this  obfervation  to  the  cafe  of  the 
Marchionefs  d'Epagny,  who  had  been  treated 
for  a  flomach  complaint ;  fixe  had  vomitings, 
cough,  dyfpnoea,  fwelled  legs,  and  hedic  fever 
upon  examination,  he  found  the  liver  enlarged, 
and  by  means  of  Kermes  mineral,  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  wkh  terra  foliata  tar (ari,  the  patient  reco- 
vered. CASE 
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CASE  CXXII. 

A  BOUT  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
ifixteenth  of  December,  I772,  I  was  fen t  for  to 
EE.  L.  of  East  Peckham,  who  had  been  in  labour 
eeight  and  forty  hours :  it  was  her  fecond  preg- 
:  nancy,  and  £he  was  in  her  forty-third  year.  The 
iinidwife  who  was  engaged,  informed  me,  "that  Jlic 
had  tried  all  her  Jldll,  but  was  unable  to  get  the 
child  into  the  birth  ;  that  the  labour  had  been, 
"*  at   a  Jland  for  many  hours'^  that  the  waters 
"'had  broke  the  day  before:  and,  it  was  her  opi- 
nion,  that  either  the  mother  or  child  mufl  die'" 
:and  this  difcouraging  verdi£l  I  found  fhe  had  ira- 
[prudently  communicated  to  the  woman  long  bc- 
ifore  I  came  to  her;  the  danger  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  attend  her  cafe  had  brought  together  no 
ifmall  number  of  her  female  acquaintance,  who 

were 
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were  all  prepoffefled  with  apprehcnfions  for  het 
fafety.  The  pulfe  was  flrong  and  good,  not  uV 
the  leaft  weakened,  nor  accelerated ;  and  from 
the  outward  appearance  of  the  patient,  there 
feeraed  but  little  prdbability,  to  think  the  cafe 
fo  bad  as  it  had  been  reprefentcd;  fhe  had  every 
now  and  then,  at  about  the  diflance  of  five  or 
fix  minutes,  very  flrong  and  regular  pains ;  and 
taking  the  advantage  of  one  of  them  as  fhe  laid  on 
her  fide  upon  the  bed,  I  found  the  os  tinea  oblite- 
rated on  all  fides,  and  the  membranes  and 
waters  pulhing  down  into  the  vagina:  and 
even  upon  the  reraiflion  of  the  paitis,  they  re- 
tained their  magnitude,  and  the  membranes  fel£ 
{6  tcnfe  and  turgid,  that  no  part  of  the  child 
could  be  felt  through  them;  fo  that  it  were  impof- 
fible  to  form  any  other  idea  of  the  cafe,  than  that 
of  the  labour  being  entirely  retarded  by  the  ex-" 
ttaordinary  tenfion  and  rigidity  of  the  membranes ; 
and  that  the  child  was  buoyed  up  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis,  by  the  large  quantity  of  water,  and 
thereby  totally  prevented  from  entering  therein : 
therefore,  on  the  acceSion  of  the  next  pain,  I 

rup- 
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:ptured  the  membranes,  when  the  head  imrtle- 
iiately  advanced,  and  the  delivery  was  brought 
bout,  in  iels  than  ten  minutes,  by  the  fimple 
rce  of  the  labour  pains,  to  the  agreeable  afto- 
lifhment  of  the  whole  company;    the  extrac- 
"on  of  the  placenta  was  eafily  effected  :  but  over 
lie  furface  of  it  there  appeared  a  great  nura- 
er  of  large  veficles,  detached  from  each  other, 
■id  full  of  a  fluid  refembling  lymph.    The  child 
as  born  alive,  and  the  woman  foon  recovered 
ftrength.~We  meet  with  fome  excellent  Re- 
arks  and  Obfervations  on  tedious  and  lingering 
hours,  from  the  too  great  ftrength  of  the  mem- 
anes,  in  the  firft  chapter  of  D.  Watts's  Re* 
-■aions  ont  thofe  cafes.    Vide  Cafe  viii.  vol.  i* 
this  Publication. 
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CASE  CXXIII. 

Isaac  BLACKMAN's  wife,  of  Birling,  a- 
bout  eight  and  thirty  years  of  age,  being  near 
the  full  period  of  geftation,  by  a  fright,  fell  intO{ 
labour ;  and  after  fome  injudicious  and  inju- 
rious experiments  had  in  vain  been  made  to  ex- 
pedite her  delivery,  and  which  had  caufed  a  tu- 
mefa£lion  of  the  pudenda  and  vagina,  I  was  call- 
ed in.  The  os  linccB  was  very  thick  and  rigid,  juft 
beginning  to  open,  and  tilted  backwards  towards 
the  OS  Jacriim  ;  by  the  head  of  the  child  preffing 
down  upon  the  bladder  and  recliim,  a  great  and 
almofl  continual  inclination  to  urine  had  bee 
brought  on,  and  the  faces  thereby  ejeded;  as  th 
weather  was  hot,  I  ordered  a  clyfter  of  watc* 
gruel  to  be  given  her,  and  repeated  occafionally; 
advifed  an   emollient  poultice  to  the  turaefieli 

parts : 
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parts  1  and  afcer  aclminiftcring  an  opiate^"  with 
ftri£l  injun6lions,  that  the  cafe  fllould  be  left 
to  nature,  till  it  was  found  riecelTary,  from  the 
increafe  of  pain,  to  fend  for  me  again,  I  with- 
drew, and  I  was  not  called  upon  till  three  days 
afterwards ;  when  I  found  the  head  very  low 
down,  and  the  pains  as  numerous  and  fevere,  as 
-ever  1  liiet  with  in  ray  life,  and  ihey  continued 
fo  for  upwards  of  two  hours  after  I  came  to  her ; 
when,  at  length,  by  their  violent  force,  the  head 
was  pufhed  through  the  os  externum :  in  this  fitua- 
lion,  after  refling  for  fome  little  time,  on  theaccef- 
j  ](ion  of  a  pain,  I  moved  the  head  from  one  fide 

I  to  the  other;  but  the  flioulders  were  fo  uhcom- 
imonly  broad,  that  it  Was  near  half  an  hour  before 

II  could  obtain  their  exit,  and  the  other  parts  pretty 
ceaGly  followed;  but  it  was  more  than  an  hour 
jbcfore  the  entire  exclufion  of  the  placenta,  which 
(Was  unufually  thick  and  membranous. — It  is  an 
obfervation  of  La.  Motte's,  that  the  more  thick 
land  membranous  the  placentas  are,  the  more  thty 
!.re  apt  to  adhere  ;  of  which  he  has  given  us  exam-* 
lies,  p.  149,  and  524.    The  bulk  of  this  child's 

^  .       A  a  2  head 
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head  and  body  was  very  confiderable  ;  the  total 
circumference  of  the  head  being  fixteen  inches 
and  two  eighths;   and  that  of  the  body,  at 
the  flioulders,  twenty-four  inches  and  a  half; 
^vhich  fo  far  exceeds  the  ufaal  diameter  of  a 
well-formed  pdvis,  that  it  is  really  furprizing 
how  nature  herfelf  fliould,  in  this  cafe,  have 
proved  equal   to  the    delivery.    The  mother 
recovered  (lowly,  but  the  child  died  of  convul- 
fions  the  day  after  it  was  born.    Some  years  be- 
fore, this  woman  informed  me  that  (he  had  been 
delivered  of  a  monjlrous  child,  whofe  mouth  bore 
a  great  refemblance  to  that  of  a  dog's,  and 
the  hands  and  feet  were  both  inverUd :  the  child 
was  then  living,  and  in  the  Gxih  year  of  his  age ; 
always  laid  in  a  cradle;  was  obliged  to  be  fed  ; 
^va3  entirely  helplels,  and  lived  fome  months 
after  I  law  li :  die  deformity  of  this  pitiable  be- 
ing, was  imputed  by  the  mother  to  her  having 
bcai  bit  ^by  a  dog,  and  thereby  much  fright- 
ened, in  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 


CASE 


f  341  ] 


T  —   fi.   

CASES  CXXIV,  CXXV,  and  CXXVI. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

PR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 


May  28,  1771. 

M  DEAR  SIR, 

"  When  I  had  m  the  pleafure 
**  of  feeing  you,  you  will  remember,  that  the 
*'  converfation  turned  upon  the  woman  patient, 
'  *'  whom  I  defciihed  to  you,  as  ha,vin^  fo,r  years 
'  f  •  had  a  particular  kind  of  tumour  between  the 
'**  pubes  and  umbilicus;    (Vide  cafe  cxiii,)  and, 
M«  who  was  then  fix  months  advanced  in  her 
fixth  pregnancy:  foon  after  conception,  flie 
was  feized  with  rigors,  and  had  complained  o£ 
"'  pain  and  heat  in  the  vagina  and  region  of  the 
jmhes,  vyith  a  fenfation  of  weight  and  heavi- 
Aa3  "nefs 
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*'  nefs  in  thofe  parts ;  which  fymptoms  comi- 
*•  nued,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  till  fhe  came 
"  to  her  full  time.    When  I  was  feat  for,  the 
^*  midwife,  who  had  attended  from  the  begiriT 
^'  ning,  informed  me,  that  fhe  had  been  in  la- 
**  hour  for  the  four  preceding  days ;  that  her 
"  pains,  at  tirnes,   had  been  very  flrong,  but 
^*  were  now  grown  rnuch  weaker ;  that  flie  could 
"  not  tell  whether  the  membranes  were  broke  or 
not,  becaufc  there  was  fornething  in  the  paf- 
"  fage  which  had  prevented  her  from  making  a 
♦*  proper  fcarch,  and  that  a  flooding  had  come 
"  on,  about  three  hours  before  my  arrival.  I 
"  found  the  pulfe  in  a  feeble  flate,  and  the  wo- 
*'  man  much  exhauflcd  by  the  quantity  of  blood 
"  which  fhe  had  loft:  upon  touching,  to  know 
the  progrefs  of  the  labour,  I  difcovered  ^  large 
"  globular  tumour,  which  filled  up  the  vagina^ 
"  and  felt  foft,  pliant,  and  flufluating  to  the 
"  touch;  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  I  pafled  by 
it,  and  found  the  os  tinea  above,  fully  dilated, 
"  and  the  membranes  preffing  through  it,  and 
*'  containing  fornething  fmall,  and  of  an  irregu- 

lar 
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"  lar  fiiape,  like  fingers  or  toes,  it  was  impoflible 
•'I  could  tell  which;  concluding  that  the  tw 
*•  mour  either   contained  coagulated  blood,  or 
*•  that  it  was  an  abfcefs  arrived  at  a  perfeft  ftate 
"  of  maturity,  I  refolved  to  evacuate  its  contents 
before  I  proceeded  to  make  any  further  en- 
"  quiry  into  the  flate  of  the  labour ;  which  I 
accordingly  did,  with  the  points  of  a  pair  of 
flrait  fcilTars,  carefully  introduced  by  the  two 
' fore  fingers  of  my  right  hand  within  fide  three 
^*  fingers  of  my  left,  which  I  had  lubricated,  and 
paffed  up  the  vagina,   to  confine  the  tumouir 
.**  for  my  purpofe ;  immediately  upon  the  open- 
"  ing  being  made,  it  gave  an  exit  to  a  prodigious 
'  *'  quantity  of  glutinous  and  thick  matter  :  foon 
'  *•  after  its  difcharge  I  made  an  examination,  and 
'  ♦*  found  the  os  tinea  and  membranes  in  the  ftate, 
' "  as    before   defcribed ;    hut   could  now  very 
•<*  plainly  diftinguifh  the  feet  through  the  mem- 
'**branes  ;  and  con Gdering  the  weak  flate  of  the 
"  woman,  the  uterine  ha;morrhage,  and  the  pains 
"  as  too  flight  and  lingering  to  aflift  the  birth,  J 
***  ruptured  the  membranes,  took  charge  of  the 

A  a  4  «•  feet, 
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"  feet,   and  foon  delivered  (he  woman,  as  ij 
*'  ufual  in  preternatural  prefentations,  of  a  fmall 
female  child,  which  did  not  feem  to  have 
\)ecn  long  dead  ;  the  placenta  was  excluded  in  a 
"  few  minutes,  and  the  patient  is  now  pretty 
"  well  recovered;  detergent  injedions  and  emol- 
"  lient  fomentations  were  ufed  tp  the  parts  af- 
"  feded  for  a  few  days,  ancl  were  then  laid  aOdc 
"  as  totally  ufekfs.    I  delivered  this  woman  oa 
*'  the  25th  of  laft  month;  and  on  the  zgih  was 
"  fcnt  for  to  E.  B.  aged  fifty-one:  flie  com- 
plained  of  continual  pains  in  her  back,  belly, 
fides,  and  thighs,  attended  with  coftivenefs,  a 
"full  pulfe,  and  intenfe  thirfl ;  fhc  had  borne 
•*  feveral  children ;  and  qpon  examination,  the 
OS  tinea  felt  rather  longer  than  ufual,  hard,  but 
moift,  and  fomcwhat  dilated ;  I  took  away 
"  a  few  ounces  of  blood,    ordered  an  emol- 
"  lient  clyfler,  apd  in  the  evening  exhibited  a 
"  neutral  mixture,  with  an  anodyne  :  after  which 
"  the  held  pretty  well,  till  the  4th  of  this  month; 

in  the  afternoon  of  which,  being  called,  I  at- 
"  tended  her  ;  the  membranes  were  broke,  and  the 

«•  waters 
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'waters  difcharged:  but  although  the  labour 
'  pains  were  flrong  and  frequent,  the  os  tinea 
'  was  not  much  dilated,  and  felt  extremely  rigid; 
'  I  waited  that  night,  the  next  morning,  and  till 
ten  o'clock  the  next  night,  till  the  head  de- 
fcended  to  the  bottom  of  the  pelvis,  and  I  ex- 

•  pedcd  that  nature  would  at  length  have  done 
fhebufincfs;  but,  at  this  critical  jun£lure,  the 
pains  went  entirely  off,  and,  although  flie 
did  not  flood  in  the  leaft,  yet  fhe  b(icame 
languid  and  faint,  and  the  pulfe  began  to 

ifink;  I  therefore  determined  on  making  ufc 

•  of  the  forceps,  and  accordingly  placed  her  in 
a  poflure,  between  fitting  and  lying,  with  her 
breech  to  the  fide  of  the  bed;  and  as  the  fitu- 

tation  of  the  head  was  afcertained,  by  one  ear 
t being  to  the  right  ijchium,  and  the  other  to  the 
]  inferior  part  of  the  left  ilium,  I  proceeded  in 
imy  operation  with  all  poffible  circumfpe£^ion 
<^ndcare;  and  after  fuffering  much  from  the 
I  cramp  in  my  hands  and  fingers,  applied  both 
blades  of  the  fliort  forceps,  locked  them,  fe- 
icured  the  handles,  and  fucceeded  in  the  deli- 

M  very 
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"  very  of  a  very  large  live  cliild ;  whofc  head 
'*  was  fqueezed  into  a  conical  form,  of  immenfe 
'*  length,  and  was  many  days  before  it  recovered 
"  its  natural  (hape  and  form ;  the  child  was  for 
"  fome  time  fubje^l  to  convulfion  fits ;  but,  by 
"  proper  means,  has  recovered  from  them,  and 
"is  now  in  a  good  thriving  flate ;  the  mother 
"  has  not  been  quite  fo  fortuaate:  for  the  day  af* 
"  ter  her  delivery,  although  fhe  appeared  better 
"  than  could  have  been  expeded,  and  her  flrength 
"  was  much  recruited,  flie  was  attacked  with  a 
'*  fever,  and  laboured  under  a  fupprelhon  of  urine 
"  for  four  days ;  from  which  flie  was  at  lafl  re- 
"  lievcd  by  the  catheter:  on  the  tenth  day  fhe 
"  had  a  miliary  eruption  of  the  red  kind,  which 
'*  covered  the  whole  furface  of  her  body  with 
"  a  violent  itching  :  I  was  in  hopes  this 
"  would  have  proved  critical ;  but  fhe  ftill  re- 
"  mains  in  a  very  doubtful  flate:  on  the 
"  fourth  day  her  milk  began  to  come,  but  dit 
appeared  that  evening,  and  has  not  returned 
"  fince;  the  difcharge  of  the  lochiahas  been. in  pro- 
"  per  quantities ;  but  fhe  gains  no  flrength,  flceps 

liltle» 
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t  ittle,  is  fubjcft  to  flufhing  heats,  night  fweats, 
land  has  no  appetite :  notwithflanding  fhe  has 
laad  fo  many  children,  fhe  never  before  expe- 
rienced any  difficulty  in  her  labours,  or  after 
ithera. — We  have  a  young  woman,  in  this 
^neighbourhood,  about  four  and  twenty  years  of 
i^ge,  who  has  mifcarricd  Jivt  feveral  times, 
libout  the  beginning  of  the  fiKth  month  of  gef- 
aation,  without  any  obvious  caufe :  fhe  is  na- 
curally  of  a  delicate  habit,  but  has  always 
:snjoyed  a  tolerable  fhare  of  health.  —  Your 
tentinjents  on  this  occafion,  will  be  eflcemed 
\\  particular  favour  done. 

;^  Yours,  very  truly,  Sec. 

IP.S.  Upon  the  obflru£lion  of  the  jnejifes,  do  you 
"  not  find  the  tumefadion  of  the  tnamma? 
"  And  the  yellownefs  of  the  ring  round  the 
"  nipples,  to  be  pretty  certain  figns  of  preg- 
"  nancy  ?" 


THE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"DEAR  SIR, 


"  A 


.CCEPT  my  beft  thanks  fo: 

*  your  laft  communications:  a  plethora  migh 
'  occafion  the  tumour  you  met  with  on  the  heac 

♦  of  the  fatus;  it  was  undoubtedly  a  bad  fitua 
'  tion,  and  had  its  contents  been  hard  or  con- 

•  creted,  might  have  proved  a  very  dangerous 
'  obftacle  to  the  delivery.  Amongft  the  Oh- 
'  fervations  of  Portal,  there  is  a  cafe  of  ; 
'  woman,  who  had  a  large  tuinour  in  the  in 

ferior  region  of  her  belly,  which  proved  fatal 
in  parturition.  Without  freedom  in  our  cor 
refpondcnce,  the  advantage  intended  cannpj: 
rcfult  from  it;  and  you  muft  excufe  mc^ 
in  defiring  an  explanation  of  any  particti-? 
lar  circuraftance  that  I  do  not  perfedly  com- 
prehend: therefore,  let  me  know  the  fituationj^ 
of  the  chin  and  forehead,  in  the  cafe  whicB» 

"  required||| 
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equlred  the  ufe  of  the  forceps :  the  advantage 
)f  that  inftruinent  is  every  day  more  and  more 
-onfpicuous  ;  and  the  former  praftice  of 
. liming  the  child,  and  bringing  it  away  by  the 
feet,  when  the  head  has  been  confined  in  the 

agina,  is  now  very  properly  difcarded.  The 
!s  tinea  will  generally  open  in  proportion  to  the 

iolence  of  the  pains;  but  probably  the  age  of 
vour  patient  oppofed  an  earlier  dilatation  of  the 
)arts. — In  fuch  inftances  as  you  mention,  pof- 
fibly  mifcarriages  may  be  attributed  to  the 
uUrus  being  limited  in  its  extent:  and,  in 
.hat  cafe,  the  fuppbfition  will  hold  good,  that 
.vhen  it  is  extended  to  a  certain  degree,  it  ne- 
jcQTarily  contrafts,  and  of  courfe  forces  off 

he  extraneous  bodv.    The  fwellins;  of  the 

.ammce  is  generally  a  fign  of  pregnancy,  when 
a  woman  goes  with  her  firft  child :  as  is  alfo 
ihe  yellownefs  of  the  rofy  ring  round  the  nip- 
ple ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  once 
I  this  ring  is  difcoloured,  it  feldom  or  never  re- 
ccovers  itfelf.    I  fhall  be  glad,  upon  all  occa- 
tfions,  to  hear  from  you ;  and  am,  &g." 

In 
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In  my  Reply,  I  informed  the  Doflor,  that  in  t 
cafe  he  mentions,  the  chin  was  turned  up  to  t 
hollow  of  the Jacrum,  and,  that  the  right  fide  of 
forehead  was  to  the  pubes, — In  the  Medical  Eflaj 
and  Obfervations,  vol.  5,  article  37,  we  meetwi 
an  inftance  of  an  extraordinary  iumour  impedi 
the  birth  of  a  child,  by  Mr.  John  Gemmil,  S 
geon,  in  Irvine;  it  is  thus  related:  in  they 
1731,  he  was  called  to  a  woman  in  labo 
whofe  child  was  born  as  far  as  the  ojfa  innominat 
in  which  condition  it  had  been  four  hours, 
midwife  eadeavouring,  in  the  mean  time,  all  ( 
could  to  bring  it  away ;  lie  found  no  difficu 
in  putting  his  fingers  round  the  child  as  far 
the  head  of  the  femur ;  but  by  nO  means  cou 
deliver,  till  pufhing  his  hand  between  the  chil 
thighs,  he  felt  fomething  adhering  to  the  chi 
through  which  he  thruft  his  finger,  and  immef 
ately  a  confiderable  quantity  of  water  ru 
out;  after  which  there  was  no  difficulty  in  brinj 
ing  the  child  away ;  what  he  had  pierced  w 
his  fingers,  proved  to  be  a  bag  larger  than  tW" 
child,  which  was  of  an  ordinary  fize,  formed  |N 
the  fkin,  from  the  os  pubis  all  round  the  amil^'t 
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Is  tumour  was  of  the  Hiape  of  a  pear,  the 
i.aller  part  of  it  coming  out  from  the  vulva  and 
;  when  he  opened  it,  it  was  all  compofed 
:    membranous  divificns,    full  of  water,  which 
ere  difpofed  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  make  it  re- 
mble  an  orange  or.  lemon;  in  the  middle  of 
1  there  was  a  hard  flefhy  fubftance:  he  adds, 
at  he  would  have  made  a  further  examination, 
lit  was  prevented  by  the  women  prefent.-— In 
ce  Medical  Commentaries,    vol.  6.   p.  443, 
i!r,  William  Spiers,  Surgeon,  of  Ardee,  in 
te  county  of  Lowth,  in  Ireland,  has  pub- 
thed  a  very  fingular  cafe  ;  wherein  he  was  called 
■  a  midwife  to  the  afliflance  of  a  poor  woman  ; 
nom,  as  foon  as  he  came  to,  he  was  foli- 
eed  to  try  fome  method   of  delivery  :  flic 
as  fomewhat  exhaufted  by  a  flooding,  and 
mon  endeavouring  to  find  out  what  was  uncom- 
)in  in  her  cafe,  he  difcovered  a  large  iumour, 
ft  to    the  touch,  and  of  a  lonzitudinal  form, 
wtnn^iht  OS  internum:  at  firft,  he  miftook  the 
\noiir  for  the  membranes,  and  imagined  the 
(.oding  to  proceed  from  fome  rnifmanagemcnt 
!the  midwife  ;  but,  upon  a  more  minute  exa- 
mination, 
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tnination,  to  find  out  the  fourcc  of  the  flooding, 
he  difcovered  it  to  proceed  from  the  tumour :  he 
found  alfo,  that  this  tumour  was  divided,  neaf 
its  middle,  by  a  pretty  thick  membrane,  into  |  J 
two  feparate  Jacs :  as  the  woman  was  in  a  weak 
and  finking  ftate,  he  thought  it  the  moft  eligible 
method  to  make  an  opening  into  the  mdfl  remote 
Jac,  to  allow  its  contents  to  be  evacuated :  this] 
he  accordingly  effedled  with  the  nail  of  his  fore 
finger,  and  let  but  a  great  quantity  of  putrid 
coagulated  blood :  in  the  iilterim  the  parts  wetc 
frequeiltly  fomented  with  an  emollient  decodion, 
and  in  the  intervals  of  the  fomentation,  a  warm 
cloth  was  kept  continually  applied:  two  hours 
and  a  quarter  after  the  blood  was  difcharged,  the 
membranes  broke,  and  the  Waters  came  away, 
the  child's  head  prefented  itfelf,  but  was  ftri^lly 
locked  in  the  pelvis ;  he  waited  that  evening,  that 
night,  and  the  next  morning;  and,  at  length, 
finding  nature  not  fufficient  to  the  talk,  and  the 
woman  in  danger,  made  ufe  of  the  forceps,  and 
delivered  the  patient  of  a  dead  male  child 
whichj  from  Its  livid  appearance,  feemed  tohavfilli 
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^.en  dead  a  conHderable  time  in  the  womb :  be 
informs  us,  that  there  was  no  laceration  in  the 
perinaum,  nor  incontinence  in  the  urine;  and 
.  the  woman  had  a  fpeedy  and  good  recovery. — 
iRuYSCH  fays,  that  he  has  fometiiiies  dbferved 
tumours  depending  from  the  head  in  new-borri 
linfants,  which  have  been  more  than  equal  in 
nagnitude  to  the  head  ilfelf;  and  remembers 
once  to  have  feen  fuch  a  tumour,  even  larger  than 
-he  whole  infant,  by  which  the  biith  was  ren- 
dered extremely  difficult ;  but  as  the  whole  tn- 
liour  was  replete  with  nothing  but  liiiraours,  it 
could  not  abfoiutely  prevent  the  birth:  he  adds, 
at  he  has  fometimes  found  thefe  tumours,  not 
lltogether  humorali  but  in  part  flefliy,  and  even 
1  part  cartilaginous.    In  regard  to  the  limited 
aate  of  the  uterus,  as  mentioned  in  Dr.  Mac- 
ienzie's  lafl  Letters,  we  find  La  Motte  of  a 
ilar  opinion  ;  fee  his  Treatife  on  Midwifery,. 
i  2o8. 
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CASES  CXXVII,  and  CXXVIIL 

Both  of  which  occurred  to  a  Surgeon  in  this  J^eigh" 
hourhood;  by  whoje  Pennijfion  they  appear  in,  this 
Place. 

H  I S  afTiflance  was  bcfpoke  in  the  year,  1761, 
to  attend  the  wife  of  George  Balcomb,  of 
East  Malling.  Early  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  time  he  was  called  10  her,  and  found  that 
Hie  had  had  fomc  fmart  pains,  attended  with  a 
flooding;  both  of  which  were  now  abated :  he 
took  away  fome  blood  from  the  arm,  dire£ied  the 
patient  to  be  kept  cool  and  quiet,  and  chiefly  in 
a  ^recumbent  pofluve ;  gave  her  an  opiate  as  a 
palliative,  and  for  the  prefent  left  her:  after 
which,  flie  continued  pretty  well  for  a  week, 
when  the  pains  and  hcsmorrhagc  fuddenly  recur- 
ring, 
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ring,  he  was  fent  for  to  her  again,  and  treated 
her  in  a  fimilar  manner  as  before,  which  again 
procured  her  relief  for  the  prefent :  and  in  this 
manner  the  pains  and  flooding  remitted  and  re- 
curred for  feveral  weeks,  till,  at  length,  he  was 
called  to  attend,  and  found  her  in  labour  •  fhe 
flooded  a  litile,  and  had  very  fmatt  pains:  upon 
examination,  the  os  ttnca  was  dilated  to  the 
breadth  of  a  croWn  piece,  and  unfortunately  the 
placenta  adhered  to  its  edges :  as  the  woman  ap- 
peared uncommonly  drowfy,  and  lilllefs,  and 
an  entire  celTation  of  labour  pains  had  taken 
place ;  and  as  he  had  never  met  with  a  fimilar 
prefentation,  he  dreaded  the  confequence,  and 
very  prudently  apprized  the  relations  of  the  dan- 
ger which  he  conceived  the  patient  to  be  in,  and 
advifed  them  to  fend  for  a  fenior  Praditioner 
from  Maidstone,  who,  at  that  tirtie,  made  a 
great  buRle,  and  had  the  Jirjl  name  in  this  branch 
.of  praflice;  when  he  arrived,  the  furgcon  in 
%vaiting  circumftantially  related  to  him  the  cafe 
of  his  patient,  who  was  then  eafy,  afleep,  and 
the  flooding  had  flopped;  he  defircd  him,  how- 
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ever,   for  his  own  fatisfa£Hon,   that  he  would 
touch  her,  and  give  him  his  opinion  ;  but,  con- 
trary to  the  gentle  manner  in  which  he  expcfled 
him  to  proceed,  without  faying  any  thing  to  any 
.one  prefent,  he,  fans  ceremonie,  forced  his  hand 
up  through  the  vagina  quite  into  the  uterus ;  the 
poor  woman,  under  this  hafty  and  inconfideratc 
treatment,  fcreamed  out  in  a  mofl  violent  man- 
ner;   but  he  proceeded  in  his  raflmefs,  and 
brought  down  one  arm,  Jwearing,  that  he  thought 
it  had  been  a  kg:  the  other  Gentleman  of  the 
profelTion  expoftulatcd  with  him  on  his  conduft, 
immediately  fet  about  the  redu£lion  of  the  arm, 
and  with  ail  neccffary  propriety,  foon  turned, 
and  delivered  the  child ;  but  a  lyncope  and  difli- 
cult  rcfpiration  came  on,  and  the  mother  expired 
in  half  an  hour  after  the  delivery  of  the  child, 
^vhich  was  born  dead. — The  fame  Surgeon,  who 
was  fird  employed  in  the  foregoing  unfortunate 
bufinefs,  was  alfo  in  the  following  year  retained 

in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  H  ,  wife  to  Mr.  H  , 

an  Apothecary  of  tiiis  town :  when  he  was  firft 
confulted  flie  was  in  the  fifth  monih  of  her  preg- 
nancy, 
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rancy,    and  was  feized  with  a  flooding  ;  for 
which,    by  way  of  revulfion,    fhe  lofl  blood 
from  the  arm,  and  took  fome  internal  aftrin- 
gent   medicines ;    but,    notwithflanding  all  he 
could  do,  the  hamorrhage  remitted  and  recur- 
red the  fame  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  till,  at 
length,  fhe  approached  to  her  full  time,  and  her 
labour  came  on ;  he  was  fent  for,  and  when  he 
arrived,  found  that  fhe  had  had  llrong  pains, 
with  a  flooding,   for  fomc  hours  j  and,  upon 
'  touching  her,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  find  the 
placenta  attached  to,  and  covering  the  05  inter- 
num :  upon  which,  he  pronounced  the  cafe  full 
of  danger,  both  to  mother  and  child,  and  urged 
the  neceflity  of  confulting  fome  odier  of  the  prO' 
feflion:  accordingly,  tl\e  fam©  praflitioner,  who 
had  been  called  in  to  his  aflHHance  in  the  laft 
mentioned  cafe,  was  again  fent  for ;  and,  upon 
examination,  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
patient  was  in  no  danger  at  all,  and  would  da 
very  well ;   as  the  flooding  was  flopped,  and, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  its  returning  again, 
and  after  adviGng  the  other  Sacgecn  {0  wait  pa- 
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tiently  the  event,  he  went  away,  proniifing  to 
return,  if  fcnt  for ;  but  he  had  not  been  gone 
Jong,  before  the  pains  and  Hooding  returned; 
and,  by  the  defire  of  the  Gentleman  in  waiting, 
a  Phyfician,  at  Rochester,  was  fent  for;  to 
whom  he  related  the  particulars  of  the  cafe,  and 
urged  the  expediency  of  immediate  delivery, 
which  he  thought  then  prafticable,  and  the  only 
chance  for  preferving  the  lives  of  both  mother 
and  child,  whilft  the  former  was  flill  able  to 
bear  the  confliil  ;  but  it  being  objefted  to  by  the 
phyfician,  on  account  of  the  abfcncc  of  the 
other  Pra£litioner  engaged  in  the  cafe,  he  was 
fent  for  with  all  fpeed  ;  but  fenfibly  afFe£led  with 
the  perilous  flate  of  the  cafe  before  his  arrival, 
my  Correfpondent  thought  it  ncceffary  to  break 
through  the  placenta  and  membranes,  and  thereby 
give  a  defcent  to  the  waters :  upon  which  the 
child  defcendcd  head  foreraoft  into  the  inferipr 
part  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  flooding  flopped,  and 
the  pains  continued;  a  crifis,  which  if  improj'ed  j 
by  proper  attcmpis  to  deliver,  might  probably 
have  piefeived  the  hfe  pf  the  patient  j  but  it 

was 
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was  unf(;rtunately  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  the 
other  Surgeon,  who  again,  peremptorily  avowed, 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  patient  was  flill  in  a  fair 
way,  and  ought  not  to  be  meddled  with ;  upon 
which  he  went  down  flairs:  and  the  Surgeon, 
who  remained  in  the  room,  foon  afterwards 
evidently  perceiving  the  patient  grow  weaker, 
and  the  pulfe  to  intermit,  followed  him,  and 
exprcffcd  his  fears  of  the  cafe :   upon  which 
he  again  went  up  flairs,  and  upon  feeing  the  pa- 
tient, flill  adhered  to  his  former  fentiments ;  the 
futility  of  which  was  too  obvious,  for,  in  a  few 
minutes  after,  the  patient  died,  undeliveicd,  and 
without  any  effort  even  to  fave  the  child ;  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  dead,  from  the  mother's  ha- 
ving lofl  fo  much  blood,  and  not  having  felt  it 
move  for  many  hours  before  flie  died.  The 
Gentleman  who  was  pre-engaged,  is  himfelf,  of 
,  opinion,  that  the  poor  woman  was  abfolutely  lofl 
by  delay :  and  thinks,  that  as  the  child  was  low 
enough  down  in  the  pelvis,  it  raig4ic  fafely  have 
been  delivered,  without  any  difficulty  by  the 
flrait  forceps.    Vide  cafe  xxiv.  voK  i.  and  alfo^ 
cafe  cix.  of  this  book.     It  will    always  be 
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found  worthy  the  niofl  ferious  obfervation  of 
every  Praaitioner  in  Midwifery,  that  whenever 
the  placenta  is  attached  over  the  os  tinea,  the  wo- 
man can  never  be  free  from  danger  till  fhe  is  de- 
livered.   See  Smellie^  vol.  iii.  pages  141,  166, 
&:  178. — The  late  ingenious  and  learned  Dr. 
Foster  confiders  the  attachment  of  the  placenta 
over  the  os  tinea:,  as  one  of  the  mofl  dangerous 
occurrences  inMinwrFERv;  and  fays,  that  when 
the  placenta  happens,  as  it  not  unfrequenily  docs, 
to  adhere  to  tlic  collum  uteri,  if  the  edge  comes 
only  near,  or  clofc  to  the  os  tinctv,  it  generally 
occaGons  a  flooding  in  the  CQurfe  of  the  labour; 
bi:t  when  'tis  applied  more  or  IcFs  over  the  womb, 
then  a  flooding  mufl  commence,  as  foon  as  this 
orifice  opens,  in  the  fmallefl  dcgtee;  and  as  the 
vvomb  is  generally  mofl  and  foonefl  diRended, 
where  the  placenta  adheres,    this  again  brings 
about  the  earlier  dilatation  of  the  orifice;  ofcourfe, 
therefore,  a  flooding,  in  this  cafe,  almoft  con- 
flantly  precedes  labour,  even  fur  feveral  weeks, 
as  it  comes  on  without  any  evident  caufe,  it  is 
alfo  wont  to  be  profufe,  and  though  not  difficult 
to  be  flopped  for  a  time,  it  is  very  certain  to  re- 
turn J 
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•n;  but  foraetimes  it  rather  keeps  a  conflant 
jipping,  without  profufion  or  interruption.  As 
rjn  as  the  danger  arifing  from  the  excefs  of  the 
iiacuation,  or  labour  fupervening,    renders  it 
xefTary  to  feel  the  Aate  of  the  parts,  the  cafe  is 
;  be  more  clearly  dillinguiflied  by  the  touch  ; 
•  the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  always  more  or 
i).  open,  inflead  of  the  thin  fraooth  memhranons 
rr,  yielding  fluduation,  with  the  feel  of  fome 
[ft  of  the  fctlus  foft  clots  of  grumous  blood, 
in  other  floodings,  firft  prefent  to  the  touch; 
jQTing  which,  the  foft,  fpongy,  lobulated  fur- 
ec  of  tht  placenta  IS  {t[t\  and  the  greateft  cau- 
m  fliould  be  conflantly  ufed  in  touching  ;  not 
prcfs  llrongly  againO;  it,  left  it  fliould  be  far- 
rr  feparated  from  the  womb,  and  confequently 
rreafe  the  difcharge.    The  cafe,  fays  our  Au- 
!.r,  being  thus  difcovered,  requires  the  utmofl 
f°ntion :  firft,  not  to  attempt  the  delivery  too 
in,  before  the  os  tinea  is  dilatable,  with  fuffi- 
rnt  eafe  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  there  is  no  doubt. 
It  every  fruitlefs  effort  to  ftietch  the  mouth  of 
womb,  would  endanger  a  farther  feparation  ; 
it  as  the  flooding  is  the  urgent  fymptom,  let  it 

be 
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be  treated  with  all  the  pofTible  caution  and  cat 
recommended  in  fuch  cafes,  until  the  fafety  c 
the  woman  abfolutcly  requires  fuithcr  aid  Lt 
the  hand  then  be  introduced,  as  in  other  cajes,  int 
the  vagina  ;  let  the  point  of  the  fore  Jinger  be  paffc 
gently  throifgh  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and  with  tk 
viojl  eaj}\  infinuating,  rotatory  motion  ;  let  the  pfe 
cenia  be  perforated  by  it,  particularly  in  one  of  ij 
fulci  between  its  lobes,  if  it  can  be  Jound;  let  tl 
finger  be  then  turned  round,  fo  as  to  dilate  thi^  ho 
for  a  fccond  finger,  which  is  next  to  be  introduced  i 
well  through  it  as  the  os  tincce;  a7id  lei  both  the^ 
orifices  he  thus  dilated  by  finger  after  finger,  an 
made  exactly  of  an  equal  fue,  until  they  admit  | 
haud  to  pafs  entirely  through  them;  when  the  foetiJ 
is  to  be  delivered  by  the  feet,  as  in  other  floodin^ 
cafes,  only  extraEling  it  through  this  hole  in  tl 
placenta;  or,  perhaps,  only  through  a  rent  in  i 
edge  or  fide,  if  a  portion  of  it  only  extends  acro^ 
the  orifice — by  this  eafy  perforation  and  laceratiolj^ 
of  the  placenta,  our  Author  has  met  with  o 
flant  fuccefs  in  many  very  dangerous  cafes, 
all  the  evil  and  moll  commonly  fatal  confd|i 
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cnces  of  feparating  the  placenta,  in  order  to 
Is  the  hand  through  it  and  the  womb,  at  fome 
ce  fide  or  other,  as  directed  by  other  writers, 
:en  entirely  avoided:  for,  the  flooding,  he 
ys,  has  never  been  hereby  perceptibly  increafed, 
ailrt  the  OS  tinea  has  been  fufficiently  dilated: 
rr  has  the  lofs  of  blood  from  the  vefTels  of  the 
ccenta,  in  any  inflance,  injured  the  fxtus,  as 
rhaps  might  have  been  expcded.  See  a  new 
:2thod  of  treating  uterme  hamorrhages  after  de- 
rery,  by  M.  Saxtorph,  M.  D.  (from  the  A£ia 
.vnienfia,  vol.  ii.)  wherein  the  attachment  of 

•  placenta  to  the  anterior  and  other  parts  of  the 
rrwj,  is  remarked  with  much  precifion  and 
;»6lical  obfervation. 
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.   CASE  CXXIX. 

In  the  year  1775,  I  received  a  meffage  fro 
a  midwife,   defiring  my  afli fiance  in  the  ca 
of  a  woman,  at  Mereworth;  flie  was  prett 
well  advanced  in  years,  and  in  labour  of  h 
firfl:    child ;    the   cafe  had  been  very  tcdio 
and  lingering ;  the  waters  had  been  gone  off  tw 
days,  and  the  firft  flage  of  the  labour  might 
faid  to  be  compleatly  finiflied;  the  labour  pai 
had  been  very  fevere,  but  had  totally  fubfid 
for  the  lafl:  eight  hours ;  the  pulfe,  the  count 
nance,  and  general  appearances  of  the  patiei 
indicated  extreme  debiiiiy:  upon  examinatio 
the  OS  externum  was  uncommonly  callous  and 
gid,  the  head  pre  fen  ting  with  the  t/fr^w;  it  w 
pretty  well  come  down  in  the  pelvis,  with  t 
forehead  to  the  Jacritm,  and  an  ear  to  each  ilium ;  i 

bon 
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s  of  the  cranium  felt  extremely  hard ;  confi- 
iigthe  length  and  feverity  of  the  labour,  and  the 
:e  which  had  elapfed  from  the  entrance  of  the 
I  into  the  pelvis,  as  well  as  the  debilitated  (late  of 
■patient;  every circumflance  decided  upon  the 
Driety  of  ufing  the  forceps :  but  having  fufFered 
Lh  in  my  health,  from  the  fatiguewhich  I  had  un- 
cone  a  few  days  before,  and  fearful  of  the  con- 
cences,  as  the  patient  was  reduced  so  fo  low 
:hbb,  and  the  rigidity  of  the  external  parts 
jg  fo  great,  as  to  threaten  a  dangerous  laccra- 
;:  in  cafe  of  exertions  to  deliver,  I  defired 
Iher  pra£litioner  might  be  fent  for,  which  was 
fplied  with  :  in  the  mean  time  I  recruited  the 
rnt's  ftrengih  with  proper  nourifhment,  and 

her  every  confolatory  encouragement  in  my 
cer:  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Surgeon  I  fent 
(Ve  immediately  united  our  efforts  in  the  ufe  of 
ibrceps ;  the  woman  being  laid  upon  her  back, 

the  circumference  of  the  pudenda  well  lubri- 
M  with  pomatum,  and  the  forceps  being  firmly 

I  on  the  head,  we  imitated,  in  the  mofl,  gen- 
nanner,  the  force  of  the  natural  labour,  ob- 

furving 
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ferving  the  neceffary  intervals  of  reft,  brougl 
,the  head  through  the  pelvis;  and  in  bringing  ii 
through  the  os  externtm,  to  prevent  the  iaceratior 
of  the  perinceum^  counterafled  our  own  exertions 
with  a  hand  carefully  applied  to  fupport  the 
rhiceum :  at  this  crifis  the  woman  had  a  faintin 
fit ;  during  which,  the  head  was  exiradcd,  tb 
forceps  removed,  and  little  or  no  difficulty 
tended  the  extra£lion  of  the  body  ;  the  child  1 
fome  time  without  breathing,  but,  at  length] 
flicwed  fome  figns  of  life,  and  furvived,  tbougl 
in  a  languifiiing  condition,  till  the  morning' 
the  fourth  day ;  the  placenta  came  away  fpon# 
neoufly  in  about  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  thi 
child ;  the  mother  foon  recovered  from  the 
and  by  proper  care  was  gradually  rcflored  to 
wonted  flrength.  It  is  but  candid,  howeveii 
to  acknowledge,  that  notwilhflanding  our  utmo( 
deliberation  and  care,  during  the  operation,  yet, 
we  were  fo  unfoitunate  as  to  lacerate  the  Jout' 
chcllc ;  which,  on  account  of  the  extraordioaj^ 
rigidity  of  the  parts  were,  perhaps,  unavoidable 
the  injury,  however,  was  not  fo  great  as  to  rfr 
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aire  a  future,  and  was  cured  in  twelve  days  by 
pmentations,  and  proper  dreflings.    This  wb- 
;an  has  fince  borne  feveral  children,  without  fuF- 
ring  the  leaft  inconveniency  in  the  birth  of 
!ther  of  them,  except  with  the  iaft ;  when,  I  am 
t  formcd,  the  arm  was  found  to  prefent ;  and 
eer  it  was  replaced,  endeavours  were  ineffeflu- 
\ymade  to  get  at  the  feet,  to  turn'the  child,  the 
uient  was  theieupon  left  to  herfelf,  and  deli- 
ared  in  a  few  hours  by  the  labour  pains,  of  a 
ce  child,,  without  any  affiflance  whatever :  a 
ee,  in  many  rcfpefls  fimilar  to  this,  we  find  re- 
by  Dr.  Schoenheider,  in  the  Ada  Socie- 
is  Medicx  Havnienfis,  vol.  ii.  artic.  23. 
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CASE  CXXX. 

In   about  three  months  after  the  foregoing' 
Cafe,  I  was  called  in  by  a  Surgeon,  to  affifl;  hinf 
in  the  delivery  of  Maiiy  Sampson,  a  young  w 
man,  of  a  lax  habit,  and  fmall  ftatiire;  flie  ha 
been  in  labour  many  hours:  on  the  rupture  0 
the  membranes,  the  lower  extremities  both  pre- 
fentcd;  and  the  Gentleman  not  being  willing,  aS 
it  was  her  firft  child,  and  flie  was  a  weakly  wo 
man,  to  rifk  his  reputation  on  the  event  of  t^ 
cafe,  had  advifed  my  being  fent  for,  which  was 
done :  as  the  pains  were  ftrong  and  frequent,  w 
advifed  an  emollient  clyfler  to  empty  the  reBu  . 
and  imagined,  the  delivery  might,  in  great  me' 
fure,  be  cffe<^led  by  the  force  of  labbur ;  a  ve 
fmall  quantity  of  water  had  been  evacuated 
the  feet  weie  very  diflin£tly  to  be  felt  in  the  va 

na 
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'.H(tt  and  foon  advanced  without  the  0.5  (xleyjium, 
but  then  made  no  farther  progrcfs;  the  pains 
I  became    more  moderate   in   their   force,  and 
'.thinking  it  proper  to  lend  the  child  fome  aflTift- 
:ance,  we  proceeded  fo  to  do  till  the  breech  had 
idefcended  to  the  external  orifice,  and  now  again 
I  the  pains  increafing  in  duration  and  frequency  j 
mc  expelled  the  foetus,  which  was  very  large, 
m'ould  have  been  expelled  by  their  force  alone; 
Ibut  after  many  very  violent  pains,  it  did  not  ad- 
vance in  the  leafl ;  a  large  evacuation  of  the  mC' 
uonium  enfued,  and  as  the  umbilical  chord  was 
mow  within  the  brim  of  the  pelvis y  and  we  ima* 
gined  the  life  of  the  child  in  danger,  paiticu- 
iarly  from  the  preffure  it  might  fuftain  from  the 
liead,  we  wrapped  a  dry  linen  cloth  round  its 
Ihighs,  and  taking  firm  hold,   made  ufe  of  a 
)3roper  degree  of  pulling  force,  and  with  fome 
llifEculty  delivered  to  the  fhoulders ;  here  wfi 
liad  a  confiderable  flop,  and  not  without  much 
'rouble  brought  down  the  arms;  but  the  head,  for 
ome  time,  refilled  every  attempt  we  could  make  to 
eeliver  it ;  and  ftuck  faft  at  the  bottom  of  the  pel- 
Vol,  II.  C  c  i//. 
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vis,  towards  the  arch  of  the  pubes;  we  therefore 
changed  the  woman's  poflurc,  from  her  back  to  her 
fide,  and  fearing  a  material  injury  might  be  done 
the  under  jaw,  ufed  but  litde  exertion  on  that  part; 
and  after  many  trials  with  the  fingers,  placed  on 
each  fide  the  nofe,  and  on  the  neck  and  fhoul- 
ders,  taking  all  poflible  care  to  guard  the  peri~ 
nceum,  at  length  delivered  the  head ;  but  the  child 
was  flill  born.  We  imputed  the  difficulty  of 
delivering  the  body,  to  its  being  too  large,  in 
proportion  to  the  pelvis ;  and  that  which  we 
found  in  delivering  the  head,  to  its  particular 
flruflurc,  as  it  was  almoft  one  entire  offifica- 
tion  ;  the  pcrinatm  was  flighdy  lacerated,  but 
healed  in  a  few  days  without  Julure;  a  diffi- 
culty of  urine,  and  going  to  flool,  attended  the 
patient  for  fomc  weeks  after  her  delivery  ;  and  Tae 
recovered  her  fl.reng.tli  but  very  flowly  ;  altho'  fhe 
had  no  extraordinary  trouble  in  hei  two  fucceed* 
i'lg  labours,  a  pulmonary  pthifis  enfned,  which 
terminated  fatal  I  v. 
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CASE  CXXXL 

^  ^  April,  i  764,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife,  to 
ver  the  piacenia  in  a  woman  atLuDsnowr^,  who 
gone  her  full  time,  and  been  brought  tcbed 
ree  hours;  (ht  flooded  violently;  and  upon 
lamination.  I  felt  part  of  the  placcnla  without 
it  the  03  internum ;  which  contraded  the  remain- 
S  part,  to  fueh  a  degree,  that,  notwithftandin* 
hemorrhage  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  havl 
'^dered  the  parts  lefs  rehftible.    I  could  not 
my  fingers  above  that  part  of  it  which 
■=fented;  and  therefore  extraded  as  much  of 
I   could   conveniently   r.ach,   and  as 
floodmg  did  not  increafe.  admininered  an 
ate,  and  left  the  reft  to  Nature;  which  fi. 
the  bufinefs.  by  the  total  exclufion  of 
retained  parts  of  th.  placenta  in  ^  i,,,  l,^^,, 
^""^  '^'^  gradually  recovered. 

CASE 
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CASE  CXXXII. 

M-v  H  — L  was  delivered  February  I 
1  766  ;  flie  had  an  cafy  natural  labour,  and  wa 
brought  to-bcd  of  the  child  by  herfelf ;  but 
midwife  being  fent  for  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
file  tiicd  to  deliver  the  placenta  by  pulling  hard  a' 
the  firing,  which  foon  feparated  and  came  awayj 
ill  this  dilemma  I  was  fcnt  for,  and  ufed  eve 
gentle  means  in  my  power  to  bring  down  t 
placenta;  but  they  were  inefTedlual:  the  next  da 
1  tiicd  again,  and  was  equally  unfuccefsful :  0 
the  following  day,  her  friends  being  very  uncafy 
1  made  a  third  trial;  but  with  no  better  fuccefs, 
the  paiicnt,  all  this  time,  was  not  in  the  leall 
except  now  and  then,  that  flie  complained-, 
fickncfs  and  naufca  :  on  the  fourth  day  the  ^ 
cenla  came  away  of  itfelf,  as  flie  was  ufing  t 

cha 
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chamber  pot,  and  had  not  the  leafl  ofFenfwc 
finell ;  fhe  was  a  healthy  young  woman,  had 
borne  five  children:  in  her  firft  labour,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  fhe  underwent  much  feverity  and 
J  pain  for   three  days  and  nights   fucceflively ; 
£and  was  at  length  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
)with  the    crotchet,     by   an    eminent  Man- 
IMiDWiFE,  in  the-  Borough;  but  in  all  her  la- 
Ibours,  except  this,  the  placenta  had  always  fepa- 
irated  with  great  facility. — August,  1777,  having 
{gone  her  full  time,  in  her  eighth  pregnancy,  flie 
was  fuddenly  attacked  with  labour  pains,  and 
(delivered  before  any  alEfiance  could  be  procured. 
IFrom  the  large  fize  of  the  child,  its  birth  was 
aattended  with  a  laceration  of  ihe  perinaum,  which 
(extended  to  the  vagina:   and,  although  every 
ccoramon  relief  was  tried,  I  underfland  a  gan- 
grene enfued,  and  the  parts  ftill  remain  in  a 
f^ulous  flate,  beyond  the  pofllbility  of  relief. 


CASE 
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CASE  GXXXIII. 

A 

jTxBOUT  feven  in  the  evening  of  August, 
13,  1769,  at  the  defue  of  her  hufband,  I  vifited 
a  young  \von;i3n,  who  had  been  fuddenly  feized 
v\  ith  labour  pains,  and  dehvered  of  Twins  before 
he  fct  off  for  me :  I  was  with  her  in  Hule  mora 
than  an  hour  after  herdcHvery,  and  found  both  the 
placenlas  pnexcluded  ;  after  feparating  each  of  the 
firings,  and  fecuring  them  in  the  ufual  manner; 
I  found  one  of  the  placenta  s  in  the  vagina,  and 
taking  hold  of  its  edge  with  niy  finger  and  thumb,, 
A'cry  cafily  delivered  it;  but  the  other  appeared 
firmly  and  immovcably  detained  by  the  contrac-j 
lion  of  the  os  uteri;  the  nip.ther  of  the  patient 
exprefifcd  much  apprehenfion  and  terror  at  ihisi 
circuiiiAance  ;  but  as  I  found  no  very  urgent^ 
l)  mptoms  of  difirgfs,  I  withflcod  ^11  her  rcrnou- 
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flrances,  and  left  the  patient  under  the  peaceful 
influence  of  an  opiate,  not  doubting  but  the  re- 
paration would  be  fafely  efFe£led  by  the  fponta- 
neous  contra£Hons  of  ' the  ulerus;  but  this  not  be- 
ing fatisfa^lory  to  her  mother,  another  Pradi- 
tioner  was  called  in  to  the  patient ;  who  like- 
wife  finding  the  os  intermm  firmly  con  traced,  no 
flooding,  or  other  bad  fyraptom  likely  to  fuper- 
vene,  very  judicioufly  declined  making  ufe  of 
force:  although  any  violence  he  might  have 
offered  for  theextradion  of  the  remaining  placenta 
would  have  been  held  in  a  pardonable  light  by 
this  prejudiced  and  ignorant  woman,  who  liar- 
raCTed  him  exceedingly  with  her  importunities  ; 
the    patient  was  delivered  on  the  evening  of 
the  third  day,   after    her  delivery  of  the  re- 
tained placenta,    by  the    flow    and    filent  ef- 
forts of  nature,  without  fuffering  any  one  de- 
gree of  inconvenience  whatever,  except  a  flight 
naufca,  which  I  believe  almofl;  invariably  arifes 
from  the  unufual  protraction  of  the  placenta:  it 
was,  the  more  remarkable,  that  fo  flropg  a  con- 
C  c  4  trad  ion 
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tra(51ion  of  the  uterus  fliould  take  place  in  this 
inflancc,  as  the  patient  was  naturally  of  a  lax; 
habit,  and  had  always  been  fubje(9;  to  profufe, 
painful,  and   frequent  menftruations  :  infomuch, 
that  I  have  been  often  confulicd,  and  been  obli- 
ged to  afllft  her  with  tonics,  fiyptlcs,  and  opiates. 
Speaking  of  painful  menjlruation,  Mr.  Hamilton 
pbferves,  that  it  chiefly  happens  to  women  of  a 
delicate  nervous  habit,  and  to  women  of  fafliion  ; 
and,  that  thofe  of  a  lower  clafs,  who  are  inured 
to  hard  labour,  are  feldom  obferved  to  fuffer  at 
thefe  times,  unlefs  from  a  difeafed  flate  of  tie 
uterus.    In  Cafes  of  this  fort,  he  recommends 
half  a  grain,  or  a  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken 
evening  and  morning  till  ihe  mevjirual  period  is 
over  ;  the  binding  quality  of  the  opiate  is  to  be 
courterafled  by  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives  or 
clyflcrsr^he  adds,  however,  that  thefe  indul- 
gencics  fi:iould  be  allowed  only  upon  cniergcvi- 
f  ics,  as  they  are  wiih  diflicully  left  off. 


CASE 


[    377  I 


CASE  CXXXIV. 

<yN  December,  the  2 2d,  1770,  I  was  called 
CO  a  woman  who  had  been  delivered  many  hours ; 
:indthe  midwife  informed  me,  that  fhe  had  ufed 
ull  her  endeavours  to  bring  away  the  after-bur- 
Ihen,  but  it  was  entirely  out  of  her  power;  and, 
lhat  the  laft  time  of  her  trying,  by  pulling  tather 
coo  forcibly  at  the  funis,  it  had  given  way,  and 
))roke  off:  upon  examination,  I  found  the  os 
•nternum  fo  much  contra£led,  that  it  would  have 
ween  both  dangerous  and  difficult  to  have  intro- 
lluced  the  hand ;  and  as  there  was  no  very 
urgent  fymptoms,  I  rather  chofe  to  adminiRer 
in  opiate  for  the  prefent,  and  fubmit  the  bufinefs 
o  nature  :  on  the  following  day  I  called  on  her 
ggain,  found  flie  had  paffed  a  very  eafy  nighty 

and 
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and  on  examining,  perceived  ihe  internal  orifice  • 
iefs  rigid  and  more  dilated,  and  the  edge  of  the 
placenta  protruding  through  it,  when  I  allured  her 
of  her  fafcty;  and,  that  it  was  a  cafe,  in  which 
aiature  of  herfelf  would  fucceed,  prefcribed  her 
another  opiate  in  the  evening,  and  before  the  next 
morning  the  place.nta  was  expelled  in  her  fleep. 
On  the  fixth  day  after  her  delivery  flie  was  feize 
with  a  dian  hota,  which  for  many  days  proved 
obllinate ;  but  at  length  gave  way,  and  was  fub- 
dued  by  the  power  of  opium,  given  to  the  quan-V] 
tity  of  four  grains  a  dayj  and  her  recovery  wa^:* 
attended  with  no  other  impediraeat. 


CASE,. 


C   379  3 


CASE  CXXXV. 

S[n  the  courfe  of  the  fqllowing  month,  about 
ijine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  was  defired  to  go  to 
Hie  Wife  of  a  Brickmaker;  where  the  midwife, 
p)y  having  too  haftily  pulled  at  the  chord,  had  en- 
irely  ruptured  it  from  the  placenta  ;  I  infinuated 
i:iy  hand,  properly  lubricated,  as  flie  laid  on  her 
(de,  and  found  part  of  the  placenta  protruded  into 
e  vagina ;  the  prefenting  portion  was  much  torn, 
nd  came  away  eafily ;  but  the  uterus  was  fo  flrongly 
ontrafled  about  the   remaining  part,   that  as 
lere  appeared  no  immediate  neceflity  for  forcible 
jiilatation,  I  judged  it  mofl  proper  to  adrainifter 
-a  opiate,  and  leave  the  dccilion  to  nature  ;  the 
reman  was  of  a  remarkably  flrong  conflitution  ; 
lae  reRed  pretty  well  all  that  night  and  the  fol- 
ding day ;  but  the  next  night  (he  was  fuddenly 

feixed 


feized  wiih  naufea  and  vomiting,  upon  wliich 

t 

my  attendance  was  again  required ;  but  before 
I  arrived  her  fickncfs  had  abated,  and  file 
told  me,  that  a  few  moments  before  file 
had  fuddenly  felt  fomething  come  away  from 
her;  which,  upon  examination,  we  were  well 
pleafed  to  find  the  i:efidue  iht  placenta;  and 
the  woman  afterwards  recovered,  without  any 
material  interruption :  fhe  has  fince  had  feverat 
eafy  and  natural  labours,  and  in  every  one  the 
placenta  has  been  always  expelled,  wiihout  any 
trouble,  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  delivery  of 
the  children. 
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CASE  CXXXVI. 

'On  November  the  i ft,  1771,  a  poor  wo- 
iman,  who  wanted  two  months  of  her  reckon- 
iing,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  violent  pains,  and 
:  forcing  downwards ;  flie  fent  for  a  midwife,  who 
,foon  delivered  the    child;  but  in  attempting 
ito  obtain  the  placenta  had  ruptured  the  firing, 
and  left  the  placenta  behind  :  after  waiting  about 
fix  hours,  and  finding  the  after-pains  infufficient 
Ito  procure  the  difcharge,  I  was  fent  for,  and 
found   the    woman    under    much   dlftrefs  of 
mind,    and   flooding  copioufly:    I  thereupon 
look  the  advantage  of  her  pofiiion,  and  the  os 
inleriium    being    fufficiently    open,  introduced 
my  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  as  the  'placenta  was 
altogether  detached,  cautioufly  brought  it  down, 
.and  extradcd  it  whole ;  the  floodine;  foon  after 

flopped, 
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flopped,  and  the  woman  had  a  vefy  flow  reco- 
very.   About  two  years  after  this  the  fame  wo- 
man was  taken  in  labour  at  her  full  time,  and 
delivered  by  a  midwife  of  a  very  flout  child; 
but  there  was  again  i  retention  of  the  placenta ; 
which,  I  am  well  informed  by  the  Gentleman 
■who  attended  her  throughout  the  whole  cafe,  did 
not  come  away  till  the  thirteenth  day  after  her 
delivery,  and  then  in  a  very  fetid  and  highly  pu- 
trid flate;    the  patient,   the  whole  time,  was 
more  or  lefs  harrafled  with  ficknefs  at  the  flo- 
mach,  anxiety  at  the  pracordia,  and"  griping  in 
the  belly;  her  pulfe  was  remarkably  hard  and 
full,  flie  had  frequent  flufliings  in  her  face ;  was 
often  delirious ;  and  died  of  a  putrid  fever  and 
flux  on  the  twentieth  day  after  her  delivery. 


CASE 
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I     CASE  CXXXVII. 

1 

[ 

I  COMMUNICATED 

j     IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

)\R.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

August  31,  177x4 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

Elizabeth  middleton 

ittiifcanied  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  preg- 
I nancy;  in  two  hours  after  which  I  was  called 
ito  her:  endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  difengage 
.the  placenta,  but  without  fuccefs ;  and  in  thefe 
^attempts  the  funis  was  ruptured,  and  torn  away  ; 
Iflie  had  flooded  from  the  firfl,  and  the  hamor- 
rluige  being  now  increafcd  to  a  very  •dangerous 
'degree,  I  endeavoured  by  the  moft  gradual 
idilaiaiion  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the  nte- 

*■  rus  • 
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rus;  but,  to  my  aflonifliment,  found  that  it 
was  conftringed  in  the  middle  like  a  Jand 
glajs,  and  obftinately  refifted  every  attempt 
which  I  could  make  to  that  purpofe ;  iht  ha- 
morrhage  continued;  cold  fweats ;  convulfions; 
and  deliria  fupervened  ;  and  the  poor  woman  i'l 
died  in  Icfs  than  half  an  hour  after  I  came  into 
the  room.  Your  opinion  of  this  fatal  event,  will 


be  efleemed  a  freQi  obligation  coaferred  ori, 


Yours,  &c.' 


THE.  ANSWER. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 


I' 


"A 


S  a  flooding  preceded  the  de 
livery,  dangerous  confequences  might  have  beer 
expeacd  from  forcibly  extrading  the  placenta ;  i 
was  a  precipitate  meafure,  by  which  the  hmor 
r/jfli^emofl  probably  was  much  incrcafed:  in  fuel 

cafe 


i 
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safes,  1  have  often  allowed  an  hour,  forae- 
:imes  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  without  the 
fymptoms  are  urgent,  this  will  always  be  found 
he  fafefl  way.    It  is  an  idle  prejudice,  which 
)btains  in  refpe£l  to  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
enta:  in  mod  cafes,  it  is  much  fafer,  that  it 
hould  entirely  be  left  to  nature,  than  to  rifquc 
be  dangers  which  attends  its  forcible  extraftion ; 
nd  yet  it  is  often  very  difagreeable  to  fubmit 
ES  cxcluGon  to  nature ;  but  it  mull  be  remem- 
ered,  that  in  great  force,  there  is  more  than 
roportionable  danger  of  doing  injury  to  the 
Aerus :  the  medium  between  thefe  two  ex- 
semes,  if  any,  will  perhaps  be  found  the  beft 
iiuide  to  our  pradice. 

I  am,  kc. 


IP.  S.  The  conflriclion  of  the  uUrUi  was  a 
!oft  fingular  occurrence  indeed.  In  prema" 
<Te  births,  great  difficulty  often  attends  the 
i  clufion  of  the  placenta.  Was  your  patient  un- 
I3L.  IT.  D  d  "  healthy 


[   3^6  ] 

"healthy  durmg  geftation?  And  I  (liould  be  glad 
'*.to  know  if  her  labour  was  hafly,  or  flow  and 
lingering  — ^To  which  I  replied  :  "  That 
"  (lie  was  naturally  fubje£t  to  hyfteric  afFec- 
"  lions  ;  had  been  very  fickly  and  bad  through-, 
*'  out  the  whole  of  her  pregnancy;  and  had 
"  very  quick  labour." 


CASE^ 
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CASE  CXXXVIII. 

A  POOR  Unhappy  woman  was  taken  m 
ilabour  of  her  fourth  child,  in  the  workhoufe  of 
tthis  town,  on  the  fecond  of  September,  1775; 
tthe  cafe  was  uncommonly  flow  and  tedious  ;  for 
jaftcr  the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  head  was 
jadvanced  into  the  middle  of  the  pelvis,  fhe  un- 
cderwent  a  feries  of  fliarp  pains,  for  feveral  hours, 
Ibefore  it  was  delivered :  after  waiting  near  an 
Ihour  for  the  feparation  of  the  placenta,  I  made 
lufe  of  fome  little  pulling  force  at  Vat  funis;  but 
Jis  there  were  no  figns  of  its  difcharge,  I  introdu- 
c;ed  my  finger  along  the  funis  to  the  os  iniernum; 
iwhich  was  fo  lirongly  contrafted  as  not  to  admit 
;:he  point  of  my  finger,  and  the  uterus  had  fhrunk 
•itfeif  into  the  form  of  a  pouch:  not  choofing  to 
make  ufe  of  any  violent  cfiForts^  as  there  appear- 

D  d  2  ed 
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ed  no  immediate  danger,  I  adminiflered  an  opi- 
ate, and  left  the  placenta,  in  hopes  that  nature 
would  bring  about  its  delivery,  with  lefs  danger, 
than  might  attend  a  manual  extra£lion  ;  the  patient 
flept  well  that  night ;  but  the  next  day  I  was  haflily 
called  to  her,  and  found  her  flooding  violently  ;  ? 
there  now  feemed  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  bring-;! 
ing  away  the  placenta,  and,  as  (he  had  a  penda-; 
lous  belly,  I  placed  her  on  her  knees  for  that  ~ 
purpofe  ;  and  by  the  dircflion  of  the  chord  eafilyf 
found  the  os  internum,  which  was  more  relaxed, 
and  I  gradually  dilated  it;  firft,  by  introducing  onej 
finger,  than  another,  and  fo  on,  till  my  whole 
hand  had  got  admilTion  into  the  uterus :  I  palTed  Hs 
feveral  coagula  of  blood,  and  found  the  place?it, 
flrongly  adhering  to  the  fundus  uteri:  I  moved 
my  fingers  round  the /;/«£:f«/fl,  and  endeavoured  to  Bli 
detach  it  as  gently  as  poffible  ;  but  it  was  fo  very  |L 
tender,  that  it  broke  away  from  the  touch,  andrtB/j 
npon  withdrawing  ray  hand,  I  was  only  abl 
to  bring    away    fo    much  of  it  as    I  coul4 
grafp    between  my  fingers ;    I   was   about  to 

make 
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ke  another  attempt;  but  the  woman  was 
:2ized  with  convulfions,  and  before  any  thing 
raorc  could  be  done,  the  pulfe  funk,  cold  fweats 
jame  on,  and  fiie  expired.  In  this  cafe,  even 
hole  who  are  advocates  for  introducing  the 
aand,  to  bring  away  the  placenta  as  foon  as  the 
Ihild  is  delivered,  muft,  I  think,  have  been 
tjqually  unfucccfsful ;  for,  aUhough  it  might 
aave  been  poffible  to  have  made  way  for  the 
aand  by  forcible  dilatation,  from  the  flrong  ad- 
csfion  of  the  placenta  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and 
5J  tender  texture,  it  is  mofl:  probable,  the  cafq 
lould  then  have  proved  fatal. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXXXIX. 

In  June,  1780,  I  was  called  to  tlie  wife  0 
Richard  Wooden,  of  this  place;  (he  was  near 
forty  years  of  age,  and  in  labour  of  her  fixth' 
child;  the  membranes  and  waters  opened  the  cs 
uteri  in  a  very  flow  manner  ;  at  length,  the  pains 
forced  them  down  lower  and  lower,  till  the  mm"  < 
branes  gave  way,  and  the  head  was  delivered  ;  I 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  degree  of] 
flrength  in  bringing  along  the  flioulders,  but-j 
had  no  farther  difficulty  with  the  child  ;  after 
waiting  more  than  an  hour  for  the  feparation  of 
the  placenta,  in  time  of  a  pain  I  began  to  make 
nfe  of  a  little  pulling  force,  but  without  the  d>-^- 
fiied  effe£i:  upon  examining  into  the  flate  of  tht\ 
OS  internum,  I  found  itconiraded  into  (o  fmall  aj 
(pace,  that  it  was  really  furprizing  how  it  could  * 

happen 


I  [    39'  ] 

j  happen  fo  foon,  after  having  undergone  fuck 
^reat  cxtenfion ;  as  no  urgent  fymptoins  ap- 
ipearcd,  I  thought  it  bed  to  give  the  patient  an 
opiate,  and  leave  the  feparation  of  the  placenta 
to  the  fpontaneous  contraclions  of  the  uterus ; 
[flic  paffed  a  pretty  good  night ;  but  as  I  was 
rniuch  importuned  to  make  the  extraflion  of  the 
Iplacenla,  I  made  fome  efforts  to  that  purpofe,  but 
tto  no  effect;  for  the  6s  internum  remained  fo 
cclofcly  contra6led.  that  it  would  have  been  both 
(difficult  and  dangerous  to  have  attempted  the  di- 
llatation  of  it :  on  the  fourth  day  I  made  another 
telFay,  but  to  no  better  purpofe  than  before:  on 
tthe  fixth  day  the  funis  came  away  in  a  putrid 
fflate ;  the  us  internum  was  flill  clofely  contra6led  : 
(on  the  feventh,  the  poor  woman  was  feized 
vwith  rigours  and  delirium  ;  fhe  had  a,  clyfler  in 
tthe  evening,  and  proper  medicines  prefcribcd, 
Ibut  her  ftomach  reje£led  both  food  and  medi- 
icine ;  flie  was  convulfed  and  refllefs  all  through 
ithe  night;  the  pulfe  was  weak  and  quick  ;  fhe 
.was  attacked  with  a Jubfulius :  on  the  eighth  day  a 
C  d  4  fingul- 
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finguUui  and  Jyncope  came  on;  the  pulfe  was 
almofl  imperceptibly  low;  foon  lofl  in  a  tre- 
mulous flutter ;  and  the  patient  died  with  the 
Jecundinti  totally  uqexqluded. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXL. 

lOOON  after  the  above  Cafe,  I  was  font  for 
Iby  a  Surgeon  who  was  attending  a  woman  in 
llabour  of  her  third  child ;  the  a  tincce,  he  ac- 
rquainted  me,  had  opened  in  a  flow  and  gradual 
iinanner,  and  the  delivery  had  been  eafy  and^  na- 
tural ;  but  it  was  now  full  two  hours  fmce  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta  was  fo  iramov- 
aably  faft,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  adhefion 
tito  fome  part  of  the  utenn ;  he  had  feveral  times 
!:ried  the  common  methods  of  pulling  at  the  fn^ 
mis,  and  direding  the  patient  to  bear  down  ;  but 
nil  in  vain  !  and  the  patient  beginning  to  flood, 
liie  defired  I  might  be  called  in :  it  was  but 
right  to  acknowledge  the  propriety  with  which 
l.his  Gentleman  had  conducted  the  labour;  and 
us  the  paiient  had  a  pendulous  belly,  I  recom- 
mended 
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mended  her  pofition  to  be  on  her  back,  with  her 
breech  fomewhat  elevated  above  her  flioulders^ 
and  gently  introducing  my  hand  into  the  uterus, 
found  the  placenta  flightly  adhering  to  its  fore.' 
pari;  1  eafily  feparatcd  it  from  its  adhefion  with 
my  fingers,  and  foon  efFciled  the  total  extraflion 
of  it;  the  flooding,  which  had  been  only  inci- 
pient,  foon  flopped,  and  the  woman  had  a 
pretty  good  recovery. — Mauriceau,  in  his  di- 
re£llons  to  extraft  the  placenta  when  the  firing  is 
broke,  mentions  a  Cafe,  wherein  the  midwife 
pulled  the  womb  near  the  inner  orifice,  inflead 
of  the  burthen,  which  was  behind  :  but  when 
flje  perceived  all  her  endeavours  vain,  not  widi- 
out  making  the  poor  woman  fuffer  extremely,  flie 
yielded  her  up  to  him,  confeffingher  incapacity: 
although  fhe  had  vhunted  before,  that  llie  was 
more  fkilful  in  her  art  than  any  Surgeon;  by 
which  it  fecms,  fays  the  Tranflator  of  our  Au- 
thor, that  midvvives,  in  other  countiies,  as  well 
as  fome  in  England,  have  this  pernicious  va- 
nity: He  alfo  gives  us  another  Caic,  wherein  he 
was  called  to  a  poor  woman,  whom  he  helped 
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ithree  days  after  fhe  was  delivered,  being  half, 
.gone,  and  attended  by  a  Midwife;  he  found  the 
patient  in  continual  pain  all  over  her  belly,  which 
Ibeld  her  like  throes  of  another  travail,  voiding 
tblack  humours,  extremely  flinking  and  offcnfive; 
\with  which  /lie  had  alfo  great  pain  in  her  head, 
^and  a  fever ;  which,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  fays, 
vwould,  without  doubt,  have  augmented,  if  he 
lhad  not  prefently  fetched  away  what  remained ; 
mhcrefore,  having  enquired  of  the  pcrfons  prefent 
iin  the  chamber,  how  fhe  was  delivered,  and  when  ; 
lire  was  informed,  not  yet  three  whole  days;  but, 
tthat  the  Midwife  not  being  able  to  fetch  all,  did 
conly  bring  away  fome  fmall  pieces  of  the  bur- 
tihen  ;  and  told  them,   that  they  need  not  be 
troubled  at  what  remained ;  perfuading  them  that 
iiit  would  come  away  of  itfelf,  and  that  nothing 
more  was  needful  but  patience:  Our' Author  ob- 
i"erves,  that  the  Midwife  was  not  fo  much  to  be 
blamed,  for  not  having  delivered  this  woman,  as 
ifhe  was  in  not  acquainting  her,  that  fhe  needed 
more  help,  when  flie  found  that  it  was  beyond 
ner  fkill :  after  this  information,  having  paiicd 
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two  oF  his  fingers  into  the  vagina,  he  found  the 
cs  intcrnnm  ahnon;  quite   clofed :    into  which, 
however,  he  got  his  fore  finger,  and  by  moving 
it  to  aiiid  again,  without  taking  it  away,  dilated 
it  fo  as  to  introduce  another  finger;  with  which 
two  alone,  being  not  able  to  get  in  the  reft,  he 
brought  away  three  pieces  of  the  after-birth,  of  - 
the  bignefs  of  a  walnut,  which  were  left  behind, 
taking  them  one  after  the  other  with  his  two  fin-  |- 
gcrs,  as  crabs  do  when  they  gripe  any  thing  with 
one  of  their  foiked  claws  ;  by  which  means,  in 
a  fmall  time,  he  totally  delivered  the  woman; 
who,  immediately  after,  felt  no  more  j)ain,  and 
foon  recovered.    Vide  Dionis    chap.  5.  and 
Daventer,  chap.  28. — Chapman  gives  the  cafe  t 
of  a  woman,  he  once  delivered;  where  one  child 
was  born  by  the  natural  pains,  and  the  placenta 
would  very  cafily  have  followed,  had  he  not 
paffed  up  his  hand  to  prevent  the  uterus  from 
clofing,   and  thereby  difcovered  an   emaciated  |  l!i 
child,  and  its  diftin£l:  placenta,  which  he  found, 
and  immediately  brought  away ;  without  which 
a fh Ranee,  he  obferves,  fhe  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, 


Ik 
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laility,  liave  been  put  to  reft  with  an  emaciated 
;:hild  in  her  womb:  to  the  fame  author,  we  arc 
,;lfa  obliged  for  the  cafe  of  an  after-birth  retain - 
•d,  and  extraded  five  days  after  delivery  ;  the 
ilrmg  had  been  broke  ofF  by  the  attempts  of  the 
iVIidwife;  he  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  fo 
much  contraflcd,  as  but  juft  to  allow  of  two 
iingers:  but,  by  degrees,  he  introduced  a  third, 
and  at  length  his  whole  hand ;  he  then  perceived 
lhat  the  placenta  adhered  to  the  uterus^  in  its 
iwvhole  breadth ;  \vhich  was  the  reafon  there  had 
jeen  no  flooding,  and  but  few  of  the  lochia, 
which  retention  had  caufed  a  very  unkind  fort  of 
n  fever:  he  feparated  the  placenta  from  the  uterus 
Ijently  with    his    fingers,    and    fo  brought  it 
uway  with  his  hand  ;  and,  by  proper  medicines 
und  care,  the  woman  recovered  beyond  all  hopes  : 
In  another  cafe,  the  patient  was  fo  nearly  cx- 
naufted,   that  he  expcded  her  every  moment 
1.0  expire;  yet  he  went  up  into  the  uterus  by 
ihe    direcfiion    of    the    firing,    and  feparated 
■he  remaining  part  of  the  burthen,  and  brought 
tt  away  ;  which  done,  the  flooding  foon  flop- 
yet  flic  remained  in  a  doubtful  ftato,  as 

to 


[    398  ] 

to  life  or  death ;  but  by  proper  cordials,  and  a 
regimen,  after  feme  time,  the  patient  recovered 
her  health  and  fpirits. — Giffard  has  the  fol- : 
lowing  Cafes  of  retained  placenta.  In  Cafe  xxiii. 
after  having  performed  the  delivery  with  his  ex- 
tra£lor,  he  found  the  placenta  adhering  to  the 
uterus ;  which  he  gently  divided  with  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  and  delivered  it.  In  xxxi.  the 
child  was  born,  and  the  placenta  left  behind  ;  the 
Midwife  had,  in  vain,  made  many  attempts  to 
deliver  it ;  and  as  ihefcelus  had  been  long  born, 
he  thought  no  more  time  ought  to  be  lofl ;  and 
therefore  immediately  paffed  up  one  hand  (with 
the  other  taking  hold  of  the  Aring  below,  which 
flill  remained  fixt  to  the  placenta)  and  found 
part  of  the  burthen  much  torn,  and  protruded 
out  of  the  uterus  into  the  vagina  ;  but  the  greater 
part  remaining  in  the  uterus,  the  inner  orifice 
was  fo  much  contradled,  that  at  firfl  he  could 
fcarce  put  up  the  ends  of  his  two  fore  fingers; 
but,  after  fonie  time,  he  dilated  it  fo  much,  that 
he  was  able  to  pafs  his  hand,  and  feparate  it 
with  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  and,  at  length, 

he 
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he  brought  it  out.    In  xxxiv.  he  was  called  to  a 
woman,  where  the  child  was  born,  but  the  pla* 
centa  was  left  behind,  the  Midwife  not  being 
able  to  fetch  it :  the  vagina  was  filled  with  clots 
of  blood,  which  he  immediately  brought  away, 
and  then  paffed  his  hand  to  the  os  mter'num, 
which  he  found  much  contrafled :  in  endeavour- 
ing to  draw  out  the  placenta  with  the  firing,  he 
found  it  Auck  to  the  uterus ;  he  therefore  paffed 
liis  hand  up  within  the  vagina,  gently  dilating 
the  05  internum;  and  then,  with  the  euds  of  his 
fingers,  ^epaTa.ted  the  placenta  (taking  care  not  to 
hurt  the  womb  with  his  nails,  or  ends  of  his 
fingers)  and  brought  it  away ;  but  as  the  bur- 
then was  in  part  feparated  from  the  w/trza  be- 
fore he  came,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was  ex- 
travafated  in  the  vagina  and  womb,  by  which 
;lhe  poor  woman  was  become  very  faint:  how- 
•  cver,  by  the  ufe  of  proper  cordials,  the  com- 
,  plaint  went  off,    and   fhe  rcovered  very  faft. 
iln  Ixxii.  the  child  was  born  half  an  hour  before 
Ihe  was  fent  for,  and  the  Midwife  was  not  able 
tto  extrad  the  placenta;  which,  upon  paffing  his 
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hand,  he  ■  found,  in  part,  feparated  from  the 
womb,  and  lying  againft  the  os  inUrnum,  and 
the  other  part  adhering;  the  os  inlernum  was 
much  contrafled,  which  gave  him  fome  diffi- 
cuhy  in  bringing  away  the  placenta;  the  patient 
was  fo  weak  and  low,  he  was  afraid  (he  would 
have  died  before  he  could  have  finiflied  his 
work,  fhe  having  loft  a  great  quantity  of  blood, 
cccafioned  by  the  feparation  of  the  placenta,  and 
its  remaining  in  the  uterus:  aS  foon  as  the  after- 
buithcn  was  brought  away,  the  Hooding  flopped, 
the  womb  immediately  contrailing  itfelf;  by  which 
the  mouths  of  the  vefTels  were  fo  comprelled 
that  the  blood  could  not  pafs  through  them, 
and  by  proper  care  afterwards  the  patient  was 
faved.  In  Ixxiv.  the  woman  had  been  delivered 
of  two  children,  the  one  about  twelve  o'clock 
that  day,  and  the  other  about  two  hours  before 
he  was  fent  for;  he  found  the  woman  very  weak, 
and  her  pulfe  low  from  a  great  lofs  of  blood'; 
he  immediately  took  hold  of  the  firings  of  both 
the  burthens,  and  twifting  them  about  the  fin- 
gers of  one  hand,  pafTed  up  the  other  to  the  in- 
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ner  orifice,  which  was  fo  much  contraded,  that 
Ihe  could  not  readily  get  it  in ;  but  having  di- 
Uated  the  os  internum  with  his  fingers,  in  a  fliort 
itime  he  pafTed  up  his  whole  hand,  and  found 
lone  placenta  clofely  adhering  to  the  uterus,  which 
ihe  gently  feparated  with  the  ends  of  his  fingers, 
iand drawing  it  forwards,  it  came  away:  he  went 
itn  fcarcli  of  the  other  placenta,  and  finding  it 
ffluck  like  the  former,  he  took  the  fame  method, 
and  readily  brought  that  away,  her  flooding  im* 
^iiediately  flopped ;  but  from  her  great  lofs  of 
jDlood  flie  was  very  faint,  and  fvvooned  away  fe- 
,7era«l  times :  however,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  her 
)Hilfe  began  to  beat  ftrong  again,  and  flie  gra- 
llually  recovered.    In  Ixxv.  about  three  days  be- 
'ore  he  was  called  to  deliver  the  woman  laft 
mentioned,    the  placenta  was   left,    a  woman 
;,.ad    been   delivered  of  one  child;    but  flia 
•:'as  fo  weak,  that  he  was  afraid  flie  would 
>ave  expired  before  he  could  have  done  his 
'ork ;  for  her  pulfe  was  fo  low,  that  he  could 
ot  perceive  the  Icaft  motion  or  vibration  ;  flie 
ud  cold  clammy  fweats,  and  fcveral  /j'ncopes ; 
Vol.  II.  E  o  fp. 
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fo,  that  he  expefled  her  death  every  moment,  of 
which  he  acquainted  her  hufband,  and  others, 
prefent.  The  bufinefs  being  wholly  left  to  his 
conduft,  he  knew  of  no  other  alternative,  than' 
to  immediately  bring  away  the  placenta,  and  ac- 
cordingly palled  his  hand  through  the  vagina: 
into  the  uterus;  where  he  found  it,  partly 
feparated,  and  partly  adhering ;  he  therefore  fc- 
parated  it  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  brought  it  all 
away  with  the  membranei ;  the  flooding  flopped, 
vet  file  remained  in  a  doubtful  flate,  as  to  life  or 
death,  for,  at  leaft,  two  hours,  often  fainting 
away;  fiie  had  cold  fwcats,  very  litde  or  no 
pulfe,  and  very  great  leftlefTnefs  ;  fo,  that  he 
was  again  apprchenfivc  that  fhe  would  have  died 
every  moment ;  he  ordered  her  wine  and  other 
cordials,  till  the  pulfc  began  to  rife  ;  the  cold 
fvvcais  went  oil,  and  her  extreme  parts  became 
warm  again  :  after  which  file  gradually  recovered^ 
her  ftrength  and  fpirit.  In  Cafe  Ixxix.  the  pla-- 
ccnta  was  left  behind,  after  the  delivery,  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  before  he  came;  the  os  inter- 
num  was  contracled  about  the  burthen  ;  he  di- 
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atcd  it  in  a  fliort  time,  and  brought  away  the 
ilaccnla ;  biat,  notwithflanding  all  his  care  aftcr'- 
ivards,  the  patient  lived  but  till  the  next  morn- 
[■^ig  two  o'clock*    In  the  fame  year,  he  vifited  a 
oaticnt,  whofe  placenta  was  left  behind  in  the 
vomb  after  delivery,  and  found  it  had  been  re- 
iiiried  fome  hours ;  whereupon  he  pafTed  up  his 
.-.and  into  the  vagina,  and  found  it  in  part  pro- 
Tuded  into  it,  and  palhng  his  hand  forward 
nrough  the  os  internum  and  uierust  to  examine  if 
adhered  to  the  latter,  he  found  it  loofe,  and 
won  brought  it  away.   In  Cafe  Ixxxviii,  the  child 
2as  born ;  and  the  Midwife,  upon  endeavouring 
It  fetch  the  placenta,  had  pulled  the  firing  too 
icdely,  and  broke  it  off;  from  whence,  and  the 
nccnlds  remaining  in  the  uterus,  a  large  flood* 
jg  enfucd;  fo,  that  when  he  came,  the  poot 
Oman  was  very  weak,  and  laboured  under  cold 
<eats  and  faintings  ;  he,  therefore,  immediately 
iffed  up  his  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  found 
!.rt  of  the  burthen  protruded  into,  and  lying, 
the  paffage ;  the  inner  orifice  was  kept  open, 
iti  the  ulerui  fomcwhat  diftendcd  by  the  pla^ 
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caiia;  he  took  hold  of  the  part  of  it  which  pro- 
traded,  and  drew  it  gently   towards  him;  but'' 
finding  it  fluck  above,  he  palled  his  hand  up  to 
the  inner  orifice,  and  fonievvhat  dilated  it;  by 
which  he  difengaged  the  placenta,    and  imme- 
diately brought  it  all  away.    In  Cafe  xci.  tht 
child  was  born,  and  the  placenta  left;  the  firing B 
and  membranes  were  fo  contra61ed  together,  that 
they  fceraed  to  be  another  firing  j  he  pafTed  hi 
hand  ir.to  the  vagina,  and  found  the  placent^ 
in   part,  protruded  into  it,  and  with  little  diffi- 
culty foon  brought  it  away  nhole.    In  his  ncxtMif 
Cafe,  he  found  the  placenta  left  in  the  uterus,  and 
the  firing  torn  away  ;  ihc  os  internum  was  vcr 
much  clofed  and  tontra£lcd,  fo  that  he  could  n 
readily  pafs  his  hand  beyond  it  into  the  uteru. 
which    was    fo  collapfed  and  contra£led,  that 
v/hen    he    got    his    hand   in,    he    could  not 
rcadilv    move    it;     he    endeavoured    to  take 
hold    of   the  placenta,    but  it  tore;    and  not  i  in 
being  able  to  get  it  whole,  for  fear  of  injuiiH|j 
the  womb,  he  thought  it  tnofl  advileable  to 
its  remains  to  nature.    In  Cafe  cvi.  he  delivcr^jjpi 
the  child  with  his  cxtra£lor ;  the  placenta  flnck ,  and 
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tc  was  obliged  to  pafs  his  hand  up  to  the  very 
cottom  of  the  womb,  and  feparate  it  with  the  ends 
jf  his  fingers,  before  he  could  obtain  it.  In  cvii. 
le  Midwife  had  brought  forth  the  child, 
.ut,    by  pulling  too   rudely,   had   broke  the 

■1.  *' 

r.ring  off  near  to  the  placenta ;  he,  with  much 
iiflficuky,   dilated  the  os  internum,  and  found 
lie    placenta  clofely   adhering    to  the  fundus 
'teri ;   he  endeavoured  at  a  feparation ;  but, 
)>   in   the  former   cafe,   could    do  no  more, 
nan  bring   a  part  of  it  by  piece-meal,  and' 
lie  remnants  of  it  were  obliged  to  be  lubmit- 
(d  to  the  cleanfings.     In  cix.  ihc  placenta  was 
ih  after  the  mifcarriage  of  a  fcclus,  about  fiv^ 
itonihs  old ;  the  firing,  which  was  fmall  and 
rndcr,  had  been  broke  off  by  the  Midwife;  the 
jDman  flooded,  and  he  found  ih&  placenta,  in 
nrt  ptotruded  out  of  the  os  internum,  and  flop- 
mg  up  the  fame;  he  took  hold  of  the  prottu- 
!ng  parts  between  his  fingers,  and  drew  it  gcnily 
ijtwards;  by  which  method,  the  part  remaining 
the  womb,  and  which  flopped  up  the  os  in- 
E  c  3,  ternum. 


[   4o6  ] 

termtm,  readily  followed,  and  the  flooding  flop- 
ped.   Cafe  cxiii.  contains  an  account  of  a  de- 
livery of  diree  children,  and  the  afier-burthens 
left  behind :  in  her  endeavours  to  extrafl  them, 
the  Midwife  had  broke  off  two  of  the  firings, 
and  had  left  the  woman  in  this  condition  :  ano. 
tlier  Midwife  was  fent  for ;  but  flie  would  not? 
attempt  the  bringing  them  away,  fearing  the  poor 
woman  fhould  die   and  her  death  be  laid  at  he 
door;  fo,  that  when  he  came  he  found  the  wo- 
man in  the  agonies  of  dcadi,  and  flooding  very 
faR  ;  finding  the  burthen  partly  protruded  into 
the   vagina,    he  immediately  brought    it  out^ 
and  cleared  the  womb  of  all  the  clods  of  extra-, 
vafatcd  blood;  upon  which  the  flooding  flop- 
ped ;  but  the  poor  woman's  blood  and  fpirit 
were  fo  much  exhauflcd  before,  that  flie  expired 
in  Icfs  than  an  hour  afterwards.    Cafe  cxix. 
here  the  plaunla  was  left,  and  adhered  clofely 
to  the  Jundus  iileri;  he  flrove  to  loofcn  it  with, 
the  ends  of  his  fingers,  beginning  at  that  part 
where  it  adhered  leafl ;  yet,  after  much  painS 
and  trouble  could  only  bring  it  by  piecemeals, 

adhere 
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adhered  fo  flrongly  to  the  uterus,  and,  at  laft, 
fome  final  I  remains  were  left;  which  he  judged 
to  be  of  much  lefs  danger,  than  tearing  or  hurt- 
ino-  ihe  uterus  Wxih.  the  ends  of  his  nails:  obfer- 
vin?,  that  in  the  firfl  cafe,  the  remains  generally 
come  away  with  the  cleanfings ;  but  in  the  latter, 
great  pain,  inflammations,  or  other  bad  confe- 
qucnces  enfue.  Cafe  cxxiv.  here  the  placenta  was 
left  in  the  z^/crwj;  the  patient  was  in  a  flooding 
flate,  and  ready  to  faint  away  ;  he  found  the 
placenta  funk  down,  and  lying  againft  the 
OS  interiium,  which  was  much  contra61ed:  how- 
ever he  introduced  his  fingers  beyond  iht  placenta 
into  the  womb,  brought  it  away,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  the  flooding  {lopped.  In  cxxvii.  the  pla- 
centa was  left,  and  the  funis  umbilicalis  broke 
off ;  he  paffcd  his  hand  through  the  os  internum, 
which  was  much  contraded,  and  found  the /^/fl- 
centa  fo  clofely  adhering  to  the  womb,  that  he  was 
at  lafl  obliged  to  bring  it  away  piecemeal, 
and,  at  length,  forced  to  leave  fome  remnants ; 
which  adhered  fo  very  clofely  to  the  uterus,  that 
he  could  not  remove  them  without  danger  of 
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hurting  the  womb;  and  they  a  Tier  wards  came 
away,  without  any  great  trouble,  wit'.i  the  cleanf- 
ings :  In  the  following  inftancc  he  was  fent  for, 
to  deliver  an  after-birth,  which  had  been  left 
half  an  hour  by  the  Midwife;  the  woman  flood- 
ed very  much,  and  he  fucceeded  in  the  deliveiy 
by  pafling  his  hand  through  the  os  internum, 
which    was    much    contra£led,   and  bringing 
away  the  placenta.    In  Cafe  cxxxiv.  the  Mid- 
wife had  delivered  the  child  about    half  an 
hour  before  he  came,  but  could  not  bring  the 
placenta;  flie    had  pulled  by  the  ends  of  the 
firing  which  hung  out,  and  fo  had  very  nearly 
broke  it  dole  off  to  the  plafcnla;  for,  upon  his 
pulling  it  very  gently,  it  broke,  and  came  away  ; 
the  woman  hatl  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood: 
he  immediately  pafied  his  hand  up  to  the  05  in- 
ternum,  which  he  found  much  conlraded,  and 
clofcly  embracing  part  of  the  placenta,  which 
was  forced  down  below  it  ;  but  the  much  larger 
part  remained  in  the  uterus,  which  he  had  fomc 
difficulty   to  get    his  hand  into,    to  examine 
whether  it  adhered,  and  to  get  his  fingers  beyond 
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the  fundus;  which,  wiicn  he  had  cffcclcd, 
.:paratcd  it  where  it  ftuck,  and  drew  it  out 
his  ha  d;  whereupon  the  Hooding  immedi- 
flopped.    Cafe  cxxxviii.  here  he  found  the 
!Ua  wholly  repara<cd  frorn  the  ulcrm,  and 
tiy  proirudcd  without  the  os  tinea  into  the  va- 
\a,  which  was  clofcly  coniradcd  around  it; 
1  he  brought  it  away  in  half  a  mirtute's  time, 
the    furprize  of  the  by-ftandcrs  ;   as  the 
dwifc    had    before    made  many    trials  to 
.1  purpofc,  without  any  cliccl  at  all.    In  Cafe 
viii.  the  child  was    born,  arid  part  of  the 
aula  brought  away,  and  part  remained  in  the 
■rus  ;  he  paflcd  up  one  hand  into  the  vapna, 
lich  he  found  wholly  flopped  up  with  clots  of 
>od,  which  he  removed,  and  tlicn  palled  his 
2id  almoft  to  the  fundus,  and  there  met  with 
remainder  of  the  placenta ;  which  was  cloftiy 
nprelTcd  with  the  ukrvs:  on  his  fiift  endca- 
ar  it  broke  in  his  hand,  he  therefore  paf&'d 
hand  to  the  uppermofl  part  of  it,  where  he 
md  it  wholly  loofencd  horn  the  fundus  ulert; 
;  the  ulerus  was  clofcly  conLra£ied  about  it, 

which 


[    4-0  ] 

which  was  the  only  caufe  of  its  being  retained;  and 
paffing  his  fingers  between  the  placenta  and  the 
fundus  uteri,  he  readily  brought  it  into  his  hand, 
and  drew  it  all  out.  In  clvi.  the  child  was  born, 
but  the  Midwife  could  not  bring  the  placenta 
away;  he  therefore  immediately  palled  up  his 
hand  into  the  vagina,  and  found  the  os  inLeriium 
very  much  contra£led ;  the  child  being  protru- 
ded about  an  hour  before,  he  had  fome  difficulty 
to  dilate  it  again,  to  pafs  his  hand,  and  fetch 
the  placenta',  but,  at  length,  he  efFecied  it,  and 
brought  it  out  with  the  membranes,  which  before 
contained  the  child.  In  clxxv,  upon  being  fent' 
for,  in  this  cafe,  to  deliver  the  placenta,  he 
Jound,  that  in  the  Midwife's  attempting  to  fetch 
the  placenta,  fhe  had  broke  the  firing:  upon 
touching,  he  found  one  end  of  it  hanging  out 
bevond  the  labia ;  and,  as  he  was  not  bclore 
told  that  the  firing  was  broke  away,  he  took  hold, 
ol  the  end  that  hanged  out,  defigning  to  pafs  his 
hand  by  that  direction  into  the  uterus;  but  he 
found  that  it  came  readily  away,,  and  foon  per- 
ceived what  the  Midwife  had  been  about;  fhe' 

ha. 
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had  thruft  up  the  fanh  umhilicalh  into  the  vagina, 
iti  hopes  that  he  would  have  pulled  at  it  imme- 
diately, and  fo  fliould  have  concluded  that  he 
himfelf  had  broke  it:  he  rebuked  her  for  her 
defigned  impofition,  and  after  much  difEcuity, 
the  OS  internum  and  the  uterus  being  much  con- 
traded,  paffcd  up  his  hand,  and  brought  away 
iht  placenta;  whereupon  the  flooding,  which  be- 
fore attended  the  woman,  foon  flopped.  Cafe 
clxxvi.  here  the  child  was  boin  about  an  hour 
before  he  came,  and  the  Midwife,  in  attempting  to 
bring  away  the  placenta,  had  inverted  the  uterus, 
with  the  placenta  adhering  to  the  fundus,  hanging 
out  beyond  the  labia  ;  there  was  a  great  profufion 
.of  blood,  and  the  woman  was.  dead  before  he 
came.  In  clxxx.  the  child  was  born  ;  but 
the  Midwife,  in  pulling  the  navel  firing  tOQ 
rudely,  .  had  broke  it  off  near  to  the  placenta, 
.which  was  left  in  the  womb:  as  foon  as  he  came 
to  her,  he  paflfod  his  hand  up  into  the  vagina, 
where  he  found  the  placenta  entirely  feparated 
from  the  uterus,  and  partly  protruded  into  the 
vagina:  fo,  that  he  readily  brought  it  away,  and 

in 
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in  fo  fliort  a  time,  that  the  people  that  were  prc- 
fent  were  greatly  furprized.    In  Cafe  cxciv.  he 
was  fent  for  about  two  o'clock  in  the  ni(;rning  to 
a  woman ;   where  the  Midwife,  afier  fhe  had 
brought  forth  the  child,  in  attempting  to  pull  away 
the  placmta,  had  broke  off  the  firing  near  to  it: 
he  immediately  palTed  up  his  hand  into  the  va- 
gina ;  where  he  found  one  part  of  the  placenta 
protruded  beyond  the  oi  internum  (the  whole  was 
entirely  feparatcd  from  the  uterui ;)  but  the  other 
part  of  it  was  retained  by  the  contraflion  of  the 
OS  inlcrnum  and  the  uterus ;  the  woman  had  loft 
a  large  quantity  of  blood  by  the  burden's  being 
feparatcd  from  the  womb  ;  he  therefore  took 
hold  of  it  between  his  four  fingers  and  thumb, 
and  immediately  drew  it  out,  together  with  the 
membranes ;  upon  which  .the  flooding  foon  flop- 
ped. Cafeccvii,  here  the  Midwife  had  delivered  the 
child;  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  die  placenta, 
alter  many  endeavours  left  the  woman,  telling 
her  it  would  come  away  of  iifclf ;  and,  that  flie 
had  known  it  retained  fourteen  days  without  any 
iuconvenicncy ;  but  as  this  was  a  do^rinc  our 

author 
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author  was  a  H ranger  to,  he  immediately  paffed 
the  two  fore  fingers  of  his  left  hand  into  the  va- 
gina, where  he  met  with  part  of  the  placenta 
protruded  beyond  the  os  internum,  and  funk  into 
the  vagina  ;  and  as  the  funis  was  not  broke  off, 
by  the  direction  of  that  he  palled  two  fore  fingers 
of  one  hand  up  to  the  placenta,  and  by  their 
help,  and  gently  pulling  at  the  chord  with  his 
other  hand,  it  readily  came  away  whole,  with 
the  mtmbranes.    In  his  lafl  Cafe  of  this  kind, 
the   Midwife  had  delivered  the  child;  but  bv 
pulling  too  rudely  at  the  Rring  had  broke  it  off 
'clofc  to  the  placenta  \  which  file  could  not  bring 
away,  although  fhe  had  tried,  for,  at  leaf!;,  an 
.hour:  upon  palling  up  his  hand,  he  found  part  of 
ithe  placenta  protruded  into  iht  vagina,  and  the  os 
internum  clolcly  contra^led  about  the  other  part 
lof  it:  an  I   the  part  protruded  was  tore,  and 
ialrnofl  feparated  from  the  other,  fo  that  it  came 
jjway  upon  taking  hold  of  it;  this  he  drew  out, 
and  rcpaifed  his  hand,  and  endeavoured  to  di- 
.iatc  the  OS  internum,  and  biiiig  away  the  rcmain- 
ider,  with  the  ;7jf7nZ'ra;zo  and  coagulated  blood ; 

but, 
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but,  notvvkhflanding  all  his  endeavours,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  fome  fmall  part  of  it.  Vide  Por- 
tal, Obf.  14.  47.  53.  8:65. ■ — LaMotte  prefentB 
us  with  two  Cafes,  where  the  women  were  deli- 
vered by  thernfelves,  and  remained  fome  hours 
in  that  flate,  with  the  placentas  Undelivered, 
without  receiving  any  injury  from  their  deten- 
tion. Healfo  mentiofis  a  certain  Countefs,  who 
was  brought  to-bed  above  two  hours  before  he 
could  come  to  her:  he  found  the  child  flill 
holding  by  the  firing,  the  placenta  not  being  de- 
tached, and  the  circulation  was  very  perceptible ; 
file  would  not  fuffer  any  one  to  touch  her:  and 
it  was  lucky,  he  fays,  that  he  came  fo  foon  as 
he  did,  it  being  three  o'clock,  and  he  was  not  ^ 
to  have  been  there  till  the  evening ;  he  had  no 
more  trouble  than  ufual  in  bringing  away  the 
place7itas,  though  thcfe  women  had  been  brought 
to-bed  long  before  he  came :  the  firings,  he  adds, 
were  as  hot,  or  rather  hotter,  than  the  mother  or 
child,  though  nothing  had  been  done  to  there, , 
befides  keeping  them  in  bed  along  with  the  child: 
one  might,  he  concludes,  have  expeclcd  fome 
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lifficulty  in  bringing  away  ihefe  placenlas,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contra^lion  which  happens  to  tlie  os 
•ncce  Z.S  (oon  as  the  child  is  born ;  which,  how- 
vver,  was  not  the  cafe.  In  Obf,  ccxcviii.  the  fame 
author  was  fetched  to  a  woman,  whofe  was 
:eft  behind;  the  Midwife  had  pulled  the  chord  a 
Dng  time  with  a  great  deal  of  violence,  without 
eegarding  the  blood  pouring  down  from  the 
Uaccntas  being  loofcned  in  part,  nor  the  fhrieks 
ff  the  patient ;   the  chord,  however,   did  not 
ircak:  he  (lid  his  hand  into  the  ulcrus,  where  he 
)9und  the  membranes  and  waters  of  another  child, 
ihich  he  let  out,  and  a  hand  prefcnted  ;  but  as 
we  paffage  was  not  taken  up  by  it,  he  did  not 
kffcr  it  to  come  down  lower,  but  carried  on  his 
iind  to  the  feet;  which  he  joined  together,  and 
nifticd  the  delivery  in  an  inftant,  in  the  pre- 
mce  of  above  thirty  people ;  but  the  woraaa 
eed  in  twelve  hours  after:  it  would,  he  thinks, 
live  been  very  lucky  for  this  woman,  if  the- 
(lOrd  had  broke ;  as  the  Midwife  would  then 
we  introduced  her  hand  into  the  uterus,  to 
cfcn  away  the  placenta,  having  done  it  feveral 

times 
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times  before.  Obf.  ccclii.  he  delivered  a  Lady,- 
who  had  a  fine  labour;  but  the  placenta  was  fo 
large,  that  though  it  was  loofe,  he  was  forced  to 
pafs  his  hand  into  the  uterus  to  bring  it  away; 
which  he  attributed  not  for  want  of  flrcngth  in 
the  navel  firing,  but  on  account  of  the  fudden 
contraflion  of  the  uterus.  In  his  next  Obferva- 
lion,  he  delivered  a  I-ady,  whofe  child  came 
into  the  woild  in  a  very  little  time;  but  the.  pla- 
ccnta  refiRed  againfl  all  the  methods  he  could 
think  cf  to  bring  it  away,  by  means  of  the 
chord;  wliich,  though  very  large,  and  in  fpite 
of  all  the  piecautions  he  ufed  broke,  to  its 
very  root,  though  not  of  a  jireity  confiderabic 
time;  for,  as  there  was  no  hurry  required, 
he  adled  with  a  great  deal  of  gentlenefs,  to  ;  - 
vent  this  accident:  he  then  introduced  his  hand, 
which  was  the  only  method  left;  and  as  it  ad- 
hered every  where  equally,  he  began  to  loofeii 
it  in  its  lower  part,  on  the  left  fide  between  the 
uterin  and  membranes,  holding  his  hand  flat  ways,-, 
its  upper  fide  towards  the  uterus,  and  iufide  to- 
wards the  placenta;  continuing  to  aft,  without 
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any  liurry,  till  it  was  detached  in  its  full  citcurn- 
fcrence,  when  he  brought  it  out  whole,  with  the 
m€77ibranes  entire:  he  fays,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his 
icare,  he  has  feveral  times  met  with  this  accident  of 
uhe  firings  breaking.  Obf.  cccliv.  here  he  was  con- 
tceined  for  a  Lady,  who  had  a  very  quick  labour ; 
ibut  the  placenta,  whofe  firing  was  very  fmall,  was 
aa  long  while  before  it  came  away  :  he  found,  upon 
fcxamination.that  it  was  fixed  in  the  hinder  part  of 
ithe  uterus ;  whereupon  he  loofened  it,  and  brought 
lit  out,  with  what  clots  of  blood  he  could.  In 
ihis  following  Cafe  :  the  child  was  fraall,  and 
cconfequently  the  chord  could  not  be  very  (irong ; 
Hie  did  what  he  could  to  bring  out  the  pla' 
xenta  by  it  ;  but  the  contraftion  of  the  womb, 
iimmediately  after  the  delivery  of  the  child,  was 
Tuch,  as  to  prevent  its  exclufion  ;   and  in  its 
motion,  fo  flrong,    as  to  caufe  the  firing  to 
)Dreak:   although,  he  obferves,   that  he  might 
ne  rather  faid  to  hold,   than  pull  it  :  with- 
))Ut  giving  time  to  the  uterus  to  clofe  entirely, 
lae  immediately  paffed  in  four  fingers ;  by  which 
means  he  loofened  it,  and  having  got-  it  fome- 
VoL.  I[.  Ff  ^hat 
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fomewhat  lower,  brought  it  out  whole,  by  pinch- 
ing it  between  his  thumb  and  four  fingers.  Obfi 
ccclvi.  The  patient  was  delivered  of  a  little  male 
Joctus,  about  five  inches  long,  and  big  in  propor- 
tion :   he  palfed  two  fingers  into  the  uterus, 
loofened  the  placenta,  and  brought  it  out  be- 
tween his  fingers.    In  his  next  Cafe ;  the  pa- 
tient, upon  making  ufe  of  the  pot,  perceived 
fomething  fall  into  it  ;  which  was  the  waters, 
followed  by  a  little  dead  fcetiis]  a  moft  confidcr- 
ablc  flooding  enfued,  occafioned  by  the  retention 
of  the  placenta,  the  chord  of  which  was  fo  flender,' 
that  it  could  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  him  in  the  ex- 
tradion  ;  not  being  able  to  get  in  two  fingers,  he 
made  ufe  of  but  one,  carrj'ing  it  all  about  in  the 
iilenis,   till  he   had  enihely  detached  it,  and 
brought  it  out  by  the  means  of  that  finger,  which  he 
made  crooked,  and  to  ferve  as  a  blunt  hook  ;  the 
haemorrhage  floptalmoft  immediately :  the  blood, 
he  fays,  had  pouted  down  in  fuch  a  quantity,  that 
this  placenta,  notwiihftanding  its  fmallnefs,  could 
not  be  left  in,  without  expofing  the  woman  to 
certain  death.    In  Obf.  ccclviii.  He  was  fetched 

to 
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i.o  a  poor  woman,  who  v\  as  brought  to-bed  at 
welve  at  night ;  the  navel-flring  was  broke,  and 
)K  placenta  kk  behind;  he  fi.und  the  os  tineas 
llofed,  and  very  hard  to  dilate ;  but,  at  laft,  he 
:jcceeded  in  it,  paffed  in  his  arm  up  to  the 
cbow,  and  detached  the  placenta,  which  adhered 
tery  clofely  to  the  uterus ;  and  the  patient  was  fo 
tell,  as  to  be  up  again  in  threedays  time.  InObf. 
:cclix.  He  was  fent  for  to  a  Farmer's  Wife,  who 
lad  been  brought  to-bed  at  twelve  at  night,  and 
\was  four  in  the  afternoon  when  he  came  to  her ; 
:;  found  the  os  uteri  quite  clofed;  but  dila- 
U  it  notwithftanding  by  degrees,  enough  to  ad- 
iit  of  his  fingers  one  after  another :  and,  at  laft, 

his  whole  hand,  above  the  wrift ;  the  placenta 
i«ck  to  the  uterus,  as  if  it  had  been  pafted  to 

without  being  feparated  in  any  one  part : 
eereupon  he  began  by  the  inferior  and  pufterior 
It  of  the  uterus,  and  continued  till  it  was  quite 
jarated ;  he  then  got  it  between  his  fingers,  and 
jeafcd  it,  leaving  the  woman  in  a  very  good 
adition.  Obf.  ccclx.  He  was  fetched  to  a  • 
■nan,  who  had  been  brought  to-bed  above 
F  f  2  twenty- 
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twenty-eight  hours,  !Lnd  the  placenta  left  behind: 
he  did  not  find  it  fo  hard  to  dilate  this  os  iincce, 
as  in  the  foregoing  woman  ;  and  he  found  occa- 
fion  only  to  pafs  his  hand  as  high  as  the  wrill, 
with  which  he  feparated,  and  brought  out, 
whole,  a  very  flinking  j!//acf«/a  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  he  fays,  the  woman  had  fufFered  no  in- 
convenience from  it,  not  even  the  head  ach» 
In  the.  following  Cafe  ;  he  delivered  a  womanj^^ 
of  a  placenta  ;  flie  had  been  brought  to-bed 
two  days,  and  the  uterus  being  eafily  dilated,  he 
had  only  occafion  for  four  fingers  to  bring  it 
away ;  but  its  fmcU  was  fo  intolerable,  that  he 
was  forced  to  wafli  his  hands  with  vinegar  feve- 
ral  times  before  he  could  bear  them  ;  (he  had  had 
a  very  fharp  head-ach,  with  hyfleric  fits,  which 
laded  her  a  few  days  longer  before  they  left 
her.  In  Obf.  ccclxii.  he  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  with  a  woman,  who  had  been  brought 
to-bed  twelve  hours  ;  the  firing  was  broke  at  its 
very  root;  flie  would  yield  to  neither  prayers 
nor  threats,  but,  at  lafl,  confented  to  be  held  by 
fix  women:  the  os  tUeri  was  very  much  clofcd; 

he 
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he  made  fhift,  by  degrees,  to  get  in  his  fingers 
>ne  after  another,  and  then  his  hand;  he  emp- 
tied away  feveral  clots  of  blood  before  he  at- 
tempted any  thing  upon  the  placenta;  which  was 
fo  adhering,  as  to  make  one  body  wiih  the  uie~ 
rus;  he  went  lound  it  feveral  times,  without 
knowing  where  to  begin;  and  fixed,  at  laft,  upon 
a  part,  and  began  to  detach  it ;  but  flie  made 
fuch  flirieks,  and  tolled  herfelf  about  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  fhe  forced  him  to  take  away  his 
,hand  feveral  times,  and  to  bring  away  the  jb/a- 
icenla  in  above  twenty  pieces,  having  never  met 
'with  one  that  adhered  fo  flrongiy  ;  notwithftand- 
ling  which,  he  fays,  he  could  have  brought  it  away 
1  whole,  if  he  had  had  to  do  with  a  more  reafon- 
;able  woman  :  having  well  cleared  the  uterus,  he 
ileft  her  free,  and  foaming  at  her  mouth,:  flie 
iwas,  notwiihflanding,  well  again  in  a  fprtnight, 
iwhiifl  he  was  not  able  to  flir  fe.and  or  foot  for 
Ifeveral  days.    Obf,  ccclxiii.  lie  was  fent  for  to 
iSL  woman  fifteen  hours  after  fhe  had  been  brought 
ito-bed ;  two  furgeons  had  been  with  her  before, 
wvho,  by  pulling  hard,  had  got  away,  at  feveral 

F  f  2  times, 
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times,  about  half  the  placenta;  but  being,  at 
laft,  at  their  wit's  end,  and  their  flrength  quite 
fpent,  they  forfook  this  poor  woman,  leaving 
her  with  a  continual  flooding;  fhe  was  quite, 
fpent,  and  almofl.  without  pulfe ;  the  os  ultri 
was  hard,  tumefied,  and  quite  fhut  up,  which 
was  owing  to  their  rough  ufage:  he  lubricated 
his  hand,  and  introduced  four  fingers  only  into 
the  uterus,  one  after  another ;  and,  by  this 
means,  detached  the  whole  remainder  of  the  pla- 
centa, and  brought  it  away,  the  whole  lafling 
but  a  very  little  time  ;  fhe  was  a  long  time  before 
flic  recovered  her  health,  being  affli^led  for  a  great 
while  with  a  very  bad  head-ach,  and  a  very  trou- 
blefome  tinglingin  her  ears ;  as  isufual.heobfervcs, 
with  thofc  who  have  fuifcred  any  great  lofs  of 
blood.  In  Obf  ccclxiv.  the  child  was  born  as 
quick  as  ufual  ;  the  placenta  did  not  follow; 
but,  by  pulling  a  good  while,  the  Midwife 
brought  it  away,  and  threw  it  behind  the  fire, 
without  minding  whether  it  was  whole,  or  not ; 
its  extreme  bignefs  deceiving  her :  after  this,  find- 
ing the  blood  pouring  down  in  a  greater  quan- 
tity than  fhe  could  Aop,  flie  put  a  napkin  into 

the 
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he  part,  which  clofed  it  fo  exa£lly,  that  not  a 
Irop  of  blood  could  come  out:  this  foon  brought 
111  far  greater  pains,  than  thofe  which  flie 
nd  felt  during  labour:  a  vomiting  feized 
icr,  foon  after  a  delirium,  and,  at  laft,  a 
.imp  feemed  to  her  to  rife  from  her  fto- 
uach  to  her  throat,  as  if  it  would  choak  her;  a 
jurgeon  was  fent  for;  but  flie  expired  before  he 
Kid  time  to  know  what  was  the  matter:  our  au- 
hor  was  defired  to  open  the  body  in  company 
viih  him;  they  found  the  belly,  externally,  of  • 

furprizing  bignefs;  and  within  the  M/erM5,  part 
if  the  placenta,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  goofc's  egg; 
:ofe  beginning  was  in  the  midft  of  the  fundus, 
i  ended  about  the  middle  of  the  right  fide  ; 
licre  was  a  coagiilum  of  blood,  of  the  bignefs  of 
loaf  of  four  or  five  pounds :  he  adds,  that  it 
i  not  only  a  coagulation  of  blood  in  the  uterus 
lat  will  kill  a  woman;  if  the  iiltrus  is  not  quite 
mpty,  the  blood  will  keep  flowing,  and  have 
!C  fame  cffcfl;.    In  his  following  Obfervation, 
prefents  us  with  a  Cafe;  where  the  woman, 
I  a  fine  labour,        placenta  following  as  well 
could  be  wiflied ;  flie  voided  much  blood  at 

F  f  4  firft,  ' 
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firft,  which  continuing  the  next  day,  he  was 
fent  for;  but  (he  was  expiring  when  he  came: 
upon  opening  the  body,  the  ulerus  was  no  big- 
ger than  a  man's  fift,  and  in  it  was  part  of  the 
placenta,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large  hen's  egg; 
which  he  feparatcd  very  eafiiy,  it  adhering  but 
flighily;  no  more  than  the  foregoing.  —  Dr. 
PuGH  tells  us,  that  he  has  been  often  fent  for, 
where  Midwives  could  not  extrad  the  placrula 
(fometimes  have  broke  the  rope)  twelve,  twenty- 
four,  or. thirty-fix  hours,  before  ;  and,  by  anoint- 
ing his  hand  well  with  pomatum,  he  was  fo 
lucky,  as  never  to  meet  with  any  very  great  dif- 
ficulty in  introducing  his  hand  into  the  womb, 
even  To  many  hours  after  delivery,  brought  it 
always  fafc  away,  and  freed  his  patient  Ik -n 
the  great  danger  fhc  laboured  under.  Three  tin^^  s 
in  his  practice,  however,  he  was  fent  for  to  women, 
where  the  children  had  been  delivered  three 
days  before,  and  one  four  days;  and  notwith- 
(landing  ho  extraflcd  the  placentas,  and  without 
ufing  much  force  (that  is,  not  fo  much  as  to 
oitlier  injure  the  womb,  or  over- fatigue  his  pa- 
tient) j 
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ticnt)  ;  two  out  of  the  three  died  and  the  oiher.witli 
leat  difficulty,  efcaped  ;  and  the  only  reafon  he 
an  affign  was,  from  the  putrefaftion  of  the  ^/a- 
antas,  which  was  very  great,  and  caufcd  in- 
fiaramations  of  the  uterus,  and  brought  on  putrid 
tevers,  which  carried  them  oflP;    the  one  on  the 
fourth,  and  the  odier  on  the  fifth  day,  afier  the  ex- 
tiafiion. — Dr.  Exton  recites  a  Cafe,  where  the 
^I^dwifc  finding  the  05  uleri  quite  clofe,  immedi- 
.rely  ftnt  for  hira:  he  found  there  had  been  a 
ruong^/^fl/woizc  Gpn^tradion  of  the  os  uteri;  but, 
diat  it  bcgan  again  to  be  fo  much  relaxed,  that  he 
could  introduce  two  fingers  into  it ;  by  degrees 
;c  got  in  another,   and,  at  length,,  his  whole 
hand;  and  immediately  perceiving  that  the  plw- 
nita  (Irongly  adhered  to  the  fundus  uteri,  he 
iL'parated  it  with  his  fingers,  and  brought  it  away 
In  about  ten  minutes.    He  was  fent  for  to  the 
lame  woman,  about  two  years  afterwards,  on 
the  like  occafion  ;  when  the  contradion  was  fo 
cry  flrong,  that  he  was  obliged  to  wait  fifteen 
ours  before  he  could  attempt  the  extradion  of 
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it;  he  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  giving 
her  fome  gentle  emmenagogues,  and  ufing  fo- 
mentations to  the  abdomen,  at  the  time  above 
mentioned:  the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  quite 
relaxed,  tht  placenta  wzs  brought  away  without 
any  difficulty,  and  no  bad  fymptoms  fuccecded. 
In  his  next  Cafe,  the  child  had  been  born  fix 
hours ;  he  found  the  os  uteri  open  enough  to  re- 
ccive  two  fingers ;  by  degrees  he  got  in  a  third, 
and  at  laft  his  hand  ;  and  finding  that  the  pla- 
centa flrongly  adhered  in  its  whole  fubftance  to 
the  womb,  he  feparated  it  with  his  fingers  very 
cautioufly,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
extracted  it  quite  whole;  the  woman  foon  reco- 
vered. He  gives  us  another  Cafe,  in  which  the 
Midwife  told  him  that  flie  had  delivered  the  wo- 
man of  an  abortive  infant,  of  about  feven 
months,  and  that  fhe  believed  there  was  a  falfe 
conception  behind;  the  poor  woman  was  quite 
emaciated,  as  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  confumption, 
and  feemed  to  be,  from  violent  pain,  almoft  ex- 
piring ;  there  came  from  her  a  very  fetid  dif- 
eharge :  on  examination,  he  found  the  body,  that 

tlie 


[•  427  ] 

le  Midwife  thought  a  falfe  conception,  was  the 
rus  itfelf,   quite  fcirrkous,   and  to  the  feel 
ke  th,e  head  of  a  child;  the  placenta  was  fliut 
p  in  the  womb  with  the  firing  broke  ofF ;  he 
icrceived  a  great  hardnefs  all  round  the  os  uteris 
.  hich  would  fcarcely  admit  of  one  finger  :  ha- 
ing,  however,  introduced  one  with  great  diffi- 
ulty,  he  got  in  another;  and  with  his  two  6n- 
crs  he  made,  as  it  were,  a  crab's  claw ;  and  fo 
cntly  pulling  the  placenta  down  to  the  oi  ule~ 
i,    and  by  degrees  \vorking  it  through,  he 
/I ought  it  away  (notwithftanding  it  was  much 
nitrified)  quite  whole:  this  he  mentions  as  a 
cry  difficult   and  nice  operation,    which  he 
'crformed  with  as  much  eafe,  as  poffible,  both 
o  hirafelf  and  patient ;  he  did  not  think  fhe 
ould  have  furvived  that  night;  but  giving  her 
inodyne  medicines  from  time  to  time,  which 
as  all  that  could  be  done  for  her,  to  keep  her, 
he  little  time  fhe  had  to  live,  as  eafy  as  poffible, 
iic  furvived,  contrary  to  his  expei^lation,  five  or  fix 
'ays  ;  and  he  farther  obferves,  that  Chapman's 
i-jih  Cafe  was  exa£lly  like  this.— -Dr,  Leake 

fays, 
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fays,   it  foraetimes  happens,   that  the  loTs  of, 
blood  is  prc.'fufe,  even  after  delivery,  where  the. 
placenta  remains  :  under  which  circumflance,  he 
thinks,  it  may  be  proper  immediately  to  take  it.i 
away;  as  the  a£iion  of  the  uttrus  is  fo  extremely 
languid,  that  it  has  not  power,  eiiher  to  expel 
the  plaanla,  or  the  large  quantity  of  coagulated' 
blood  coUcded  in  its  cavity:  and  mentions 
fatal  inflance  of  this  kind,  in  the  cafe  of  a  wo. 
man,  to  whom  he  was  called  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  after  flae  had  been  delivered  by  a  Midwife.-, 
— Dr.  Den  MAN,  in  his  Ellays  on  the  puerperal 
Fever,  tells  us  of  a  Cafe,  where  he  was  called 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  to  go  about  ten  miles 
to  a  woman,  whofe  placenta  had  been  detained 
many  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  Want 
of  proper  courage  to  withlland  folicitations,  and ' 
the  di Ranee  the  patient  was  from  the  Do£lor, 
were  his  rcafons  for  undertaking  ihe  feparation,  . 
it  adhered  fo  flrongly;  but  the  feparation  was 
made  very  gently,  and  without  any  confiderable 
hamorrhage:  on  the  third  day  fhe  was  feized 
with  a  fliivcring  and  fever,  which  lafted  all  njght, 

and 
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and,was  relieved  the  next  morning  by  fo  large  a 
diTcharc^e  of  blood  fronn  the  uitrus,  that  he  "was 
!ent  for  on  that  account;  there  was  no  fwelling 
uf  the  abdomen,  but  great  tendernefs,  much  pain 
in  the  head,  conflant  thirft,  a  little  delirium, 
iand  no  ftools :   an  increafe  of  fever  came  on 
« every  evening,  and  the  fame  large  difcharge  of 
Iblood  every  forenoon  for  ten  days :  flie  took,  oc- 
icafionally,  teflaceous  powder  with  rhubarb,  fa- 
nine  mixtures,  tinflure  of  rofes,  infufion  of  Pe- 
l.ruvian  bark,  and  fome  dofes  of  opium,  and  at 
llength  recovered. — In  an  Abftraft  of  the  whole 
j Italic  and  Helvetian  Literature,   for  the  Year 
1759,        3'  for  July,  August,  and  September, 
I  the  retention  of  the  Jecundines  was  the  caufe  of 
I  much  controverfy  between  two  celebrated  Phy- 
ilicians,  which  arofe  from  the  following  Cafe:  a 
1  noble  woman,  of  Florence,  who  had  married  the 
iMarquis  Bagnesi,  at  Modena,  was  delivered, 
'but  could  not   emit  the  Jecundines,    and  eight 
ilio.urs  after  delivery  died.    The  famous  Ramaz- 
ziNi,  who  at  that  time  pra£iifed,  and  profcffed 
iphyfic  at  Modena,  was  fent  for,  to  adminifler 

all 
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all  the  remedies  in  the  power  of  art,  to  the  end  that 
the  lying-in  woman  might  not  perifli ;  but  all  en- 
deavours proved  of  noefife^l;  fee  Medical  Mufeum, 
vol.  iii. — RuYSCH  fpeaks  of  a.  placenta  which  was 
retained  in  the  uterus,  after  the  birth  of  the  child  full 
ten  months,  and  was  then  expelled  in  form  of  a 
Mole. —  In  Vermis CHTE  Chlrurgifche  Scnifien, 
Sec.  i.  e.  Mifccllaneous  Surgical  Effays,  publiffied 
by  John  lk  berecht  Schmucker,  firll  Surgeon 
General  to  the  Army,  and  Dire£lor  of  all  the 
Military  Hofpitals  in  PrufTia,  vol.  ii.  8vo.  Ber- 
LIN,  under  Article  the  6ih,  in  Remarks  on  the 
Ufe  of  Belladona,  by  Mr.  Evers  ;  the  firfl  cafe 
in  v\hich  this  medicine  was  given  by  the  Author, 
was  in  a  Jcirrlwus  afFe^lion  of  the  uterus  ;  the 
patient,  we  are  told,  had  been  eight  times  preg- 
nant, and  was  delivered  each  time  of  a  dead 
child  :  in  her  ninth  pregnancy,  Mr.  Evers  was 
confulted;  fhe  was  delivered,  as  before,  of  a 
dead  child:  and  the  ^/acew^a,  upon  examination, 
was  found  to  be  attached  to  a  kind  of  Jac,  the 
furface  of  which  was  rough  like  the  head  of  a 
cauliflower:  the  patient  Was  dircfled  to  take  five 

grains 
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alns  of  the  powder  of  belladona,  and  the  fame 
.lanuty  of  rhubarb,   every  morning,  for  four 

:ks,  interpofing  the  ufe  of  a  purgative  occa- 
)nally :  the  Author  informs  us,  that  foon  after 
lis,  his  patient  became  pregnant  again,  and 
;  s  delivered  of  a  live  and  healthy  child. — Dr, 
,  HiTE,  of  Manchester,  in  his  Treatife  on 
l  egnant  and  Lying-in  Women,  Cafe  the  Eighth, 
ves  us  an  inftance,  where  the  placenta  flill  re- 
ained  behind  ;  the  patient  flooded,  and  had  fe- 
ral fainting  fits,  which  came  on  in  fuch  very 
lickfucceHions,  as  to  threaten  immediate  danger : 

was  defirousof  getting  \ht  placenta  away,  as  the 
oft  effedual  method  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
)oding:  to  effed  which,  he  pulled  gently  at  the 
vel-ftring,  defiring  the  Gentleman,  pre-em- 
oyed,  to  make  a  compreffion  at  the  fame  time 

m  her  belly,  and  dire£ling  her  to  affift 
ilelf,  by  forcing  and  encouraging  what  little 
ins  (lie  had :  thefe  means  were  ineffeftual,  as  fhe 
d  loft  much  blood  ;  and  as  fhe  flill  continued 

ding,  and  was  reduced  very  low,  ,  he  did  not 
:ik  it  prudent  to  wait  any  longer :  he  there- 
fore 
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fore  introduced  his  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  ea- 
fily  brought  away  the  Jecundines ;  the  flooding  • 
immediately  ceafed,  and  he  left  her  to  the  care' 
of  the  Gentleman  who  had  delivered  her;  fhc 
was  afterwards  attacked  with  a  puerperal  fever, « 
but  recovered  gradually.    In  Cafe  xviii.  he  re- 
lates the  hiftory  of  a  woman,  aged  thirty-eight, 
who  was  delivered  of  her  fiffl  child  by  the  afhft- 
ance  of  the  crotchet;  having  a  very  laborious 
birih,  no  attempts  were  made  to  extract  the  Jecun 
dines  that  night:  the  next  day,  the  Gentleman- 
who  delivered  her,  defncdhe  would  vifit  her  along 
with  him  ;  fhie  was  very  hot,  and  her  pulfe  quick , 
and  flrong;  fhe  had  frequent  returns  of  pains, 
which  fcemed  to  be  efforts  to  expel  the  Jccun-' 
dines,   and  during  every  pain  a  difcharge  of 
blood ;  he  took  hold  of  the  navel-firing,  and 
pulled  gently  at  it,  defiring  her  at  the  fame  time' 
to  encourage  her  pains,  and  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  the  Jecundines  came  away;  though 
only  about  twenty-three  hours  had  elapfed  be-' 
twixt  the  delivery  of  the  child  and  thz  Jecundines, 
yet  they  were  in  a  very  putrid  ilate ;  as  was  evi 

den 
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^'knt,  both  by  the  fmell,  and  their  being  remark- 
ably difcoloured;  he  took  his  leave  of  her,  de- 
Hring  /ler  to  keep  cool,  have  frejli  air  frequently  ad~ 

■iltcd  into  the  room,  and  to  fit  up  often  in  the  bed, 
^nd  had  the  fatisfa£iion  afterwards,  to  hear,  that 

ic  recovered  without  any  further  difagreeable 

mptoms. -The   following  five  Cafes  were 

Hnmunicated  to  the  Doflor  by  Gentlemen  of 
he  Profcflion  :  In  the  Hrfi.  the  woman  had  an 

ry,  natural  labour;  but  the  Operator  ftrove  in 
a>n,  by  all  the  gentle  means  he  was  acquainted 
•;th.  to  bring  away  the  placenta:  after  waiting 
nne  time  without  effed,  her  friends  growing 
leafy,  he  defned  Dr.  White  might  be  fent 
r ;  but  he  was  then  engaged,  and  could  not 

ne:  the  next  day,  the  Gentleman  made  fome 
'ther  attempts  to  extraa  Cat  placenta,  by  gently 
illing  at  Cat  funis,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs; 
the  third  day,  he  laid  hold  of  the  navel 

'g,  with  an  intention  of  making  another  at^ 
npt  to  bring  away  the  fecundiae,.  when  the 

■S  fcparated  from  the  placenta^  without 
•  force  being  ufed.  and  was  in  a  very  putrid 

^  S  flate; 
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ftate;  a  clyRer  was  given  on  the////t  day.  whkli 
procured  a  ftool,  and  foon  after  the  fccundvus 
came  away,  in  a  putrid  ftate  :  on  the  fixth,  fhe 
complained  of  great  oppreffion  about  ihc  pracor- 
dia  Sec  and  her  breath  was  remarkably  ofFenfivc: 
on 'the  a  large  quantity  of  white  miliary 

puftules  appeared,  particularly  about  the  breaft  :^ 
on  the  Jourtcenlh,  a  hiccuping  came  on  ;  the.^ 
,,Uiarv  eruption  continued  out  till  the  day  of  j 
her  death,  which  happened  on  the  tmcnty-Jecond,  | 
from  her  delivery.-ln  the  following  Cafe,  the 
pofition  of  the  infant  was  natural;  placenta^ 
remained  behind,  and  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
contraaing  itfelf.  rendered  it  unfafe  (at  leaft.  atj 
that  time)  to  extraft  it:  another  very  able  Ac-| 
coucheur  was  confulted.  and  they  both  agreen.^ 
tbatitwas  prudent  to  leave  Nature  to  herfelf.  noj 
attempts  were  made :  on  the  >rM  day.  the  > 
cuniines  were  excluded,  .ithout  affiaanc. ;  bu. 
foon  after  n.e  began  to  flood  exce^vely;  the 
flooding  could  not  be  fuppreffcd,  and  fl.e  d.ed 
the  fame  day.    The  thi.d  Gale  is  literally  thus, 

Mr   .  an  Ingenious  Surgeon,  told  the  Do^i 

^  tor, 
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for,  that  he  delivered  a  Drong,  heat.hy  Coumry- 
woman,  o(  .       AU,  a>       J,u  ,p,„  kne> 
of  an  afflMl;  he  made  no  attempt  to  bring 
awaytlie  phcmla,  having  been  inRruaed  by  a 
'  Teacher  of  lVI,„w,tE«v.  whofe  Leaures  h,-  had 
attended,  that  Jeaving  it  behind,  was  never  pro- 
dua,ve  of  any  difagreeable  circumOances  :  af  e, 
'^aumg  a  confiderabie  time  in  vain  for  its  exclu- 
iCon,  no  bad  fymptoms  appearing,  he  left  her 
•as  he  thought,  in  perfea  fafety;  but  i„  the  midi 
Jle  of  the  night  (lie  began  to  flood  extremely 
-and  he  was  again  fcnt  for;  he  made  M-hat  haflj 
ne  could,  but  living  feveral  miles  from  his  pa- 
nent.  he  came  too  late;  fte  was  dead,  and  the 
dacenla  unexcluded:  the  fame  Gentleman  was 
-nt  for  to  a  woman,  who  had  five  days  before 
eeen  delivered  by  a  Country  Midwife,  a.JI,e  /at 
'■•on  lie  knec  of  a,,  ajijlanl;  flje  had  flooded  ex- 
-mely;  I>=  found  her  dying,  and  the>.„^,„„ 
Hexeluded:  in  the  lall  Cafe,  the  Surgeon  who 
""?'°>''''-  ''"'"S  delivered  a  healthful  wo- 

"'■y  labour,  made  no  at 
apts  to  bring  away  the 
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full  expeaatlon  oF  its  being  expelled  without 
danger:  on  the  third  day,  he  was  again  fent  for. 
upon  account  of  a  violent  flooding;  he  lived 
only  three  or  four  miles  from  the  patient,  and 
went  as  foon  as  poffible;  but  found  her  dead, 
without  the  exclufionof  the^^Z/zcm/a:  the  Doc 
tor  then  concludes,  by  drawing  inferences  from 
the  cafes  he  has  related,  and  judiciouQy  lays 
down  fome  practical  direaions  for  the  general 
naanagementof  the/;/a«n^<z;  to  which  the  Reader 
is  referred.  VideSMELLiE.  vol.  i.  p.  133.  Vol.  u. 
coUcft.2^  p.  390.    Dr.  Denm.ns  E%  on 
Puerperal  Fevers,  p.  2i.    And  Cafes  v.  xv.  xvu 
&xxxi.  in  the  fira  volume  of  this  Publication. 


CAS 
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CASE  CXLT. 

On  the  4th  of  November.  ,77,.  I  was  fent 
^or  toE,  Seamarsh,  a  married  woman,  in  the 
Torty-fecond  year  of  her  age.  who  had  for  many 
^^ours  been  harraffed  by  a  Midwife,  with  many 
f"ruitlefs  attempts  to  expedite  the  delivery:  I 
found  the  OS  tinea  thick,  high,  but  very  little  diia- 
ted;  and  through  it  could  plainly  diainguifh  the 
•nid's  head  ;  the  pulfe  was  very  full  and  high  ; 
nd  the  patient  complaining  of  a  great  pain  i„' 
^-r  fide,  I  thought  ic  necelTary  to  make  ufe  of 
enefeaion,  and  to  prefcribe  a  neutral  mixture, 
vith  the  eb.ir  paregoncunr,  by  this  means,  the 
'^tient  was  in  a  few  hours  much  relieved ;  the 
-"S  were  flight,  but  regular;  and  late  in  the 
^  enmg.  of  the  following  day.  became  fo  flrong 
'tlwas  again  i^nt  for:  foon  after  w.a.h.  the 
^53  '  bcdd 
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head  was  preCTccl  down  into  the  vagina,  and  the 
delivery  accompHflied  by  the  natural  efforts  only  : 
this  is  one.  out  of  the  many  inflances,  which 
often  occur,  to  evince  the  propriety  of  Doclor 
Forster's  Obfervation,  viz.  '  that  Nature  re- 
quires oar  official,  not  officious  aid." 
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CASES  CXLII.  and  CXLIII. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

January  17,  1772.' 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

Inclosed,  i  fend  you  the  very 

'  extraordinary  Cafe  of  a  Tradefman's  Wife, 
'  in  this  town  ;  fhe  is  about  five  and  thirty  years 
'  of  age,  and  this  was  her  firft  pregnancy.  In 
'  the  morning  of  the  firft  of  December  laft  fhe 
was  taken  with  labour  pains ;  prior  to  which, 
fhe  had  felt  an  unufual  fluttering  of  the  child, 
and  had  not  perceived  it  move  afterwards  ; 
'  when  I  waited  on  her,  the  pains  were  flrong 
;  and  regular,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  meconium 
g  4  "  appeared 
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appeared  on  tlie  cloths ;  flie  complained  of 
"  her  belly  being  very  cold,  and  looked  in  the 
"face,  of  a  livid  hue:  upon  examination,  I 
"  found  the  os  titu(?  mofl.  uncommonly  rigid  and 

thick,  very  high  _up,  rather  inclining  to  the 
**Jacru7n,  and  fo  little  open,  that  I  could  butjuO; 
"  difcern  that  the  vertex  prefentcd through  it;  the 

pains  continued  ftiarp,  and  returned  prqtty  regu^ 
*♦  lar,  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  till  four 
"  o'clock  the  next  morning,  without  being  of  any 

fcrvicc  at  all  ip  dilating  the  os  iinca,  which  flill 
"  retained  irs  priAine  rigidity ;  the  pains  begin- 
"  ning  to  flacken,  and  the  woman  being  rrluch 

exhaufted,  I  adminiflered  an  opiate;  and  as 
"  fhc  had  had  no  flool  for  fome  time,  Qidercd  an 
"  emollient  clyfler:  foon  after  \vhich  flie  got 
"  fome  refrcfliing  ref^,  which  was  not  interrupted 
"  by  any  (Irong  pains,  till  near  twelve  o'clock 

at  upon,  when  fhe  had  a  fiefh  accelTion  of 

them,  and  to  a  more  violent  degree  thaii  be- 
•*  fore;  but,  notu iihdanding  their  accumulated 
**  force,  the  os  tinea  flill  remained  fo  inflcxii:!/ 
*'  tenfe  and  hard,  that  I  began  to  feel  much 

"  foU- 
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follcitude  and  fear  for  the  fafety  of  my  pa- 
tient; the  manbranei  broke  about  four  o  clock, 
and  the  oi  linca,  by  fix,  was  dilated,  to  about 
ihc  breadth  of  a  half-crown,  but  flill  its  edges 
felt  as  hard  as  matble'j  and  from  the  exceffive 
violence  of  the  pains,  I  plainly  felt  it  fepaiate 
fuddenly  on  the  fide  next  to  the  right  ijchium  give 
way  to  the  touch,  and  fplit  afunder  ;  info- 
much,  that  I  could  lay  my  finger  into  the 
chafm :  the  poor  woman  immediately  com- 
plained of  acute  pain  in  the  right  hypogajiric 
region,  and  about  the  navel :  confidering  the 
nature  of  the  accident,  I  had  my  fears,  that 
the/a/ui  would  have  receded;  but  providen- 
tially, the  head  advanced,  and.  came  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  pelvis,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  patient  was  delivered  of  a  large  dead  child; 
'  a  flight  flooding  enfued,  but  was  foon  flopped 

*  by  the  exclufion  of  the  placenta ;  which,  when 
'  delivered,  was  in  a  putrid  ftate :  in  lefs  than  an 
'  hour  after  her  delivery,  the  woman  was  feized 
'  with  a  rigor,  finguUus,  and  tremors  ;  for  which 

•  J  gave  her,  frequently,  two  fpoonsful  of  the 

julepum 
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"  Julepujji  e  mnfcho,  applied  a  poultice  of  white 
"  bread  and  railk  to  the  external  pans,  and  or- 
"  dcred  the  abdomen  tq  be  frequently  fomented 
"  with  the  common  Joins,  with  a  quart  of  bran- 
"  dy  to  a  gallon  ;  in  the  evening  of  the  third 
"  of  December,  flie  was  very  hot,  her  pulfc 
"  funk,  and  fhe  became  lethargic ;  I  applied 
"  bliflcrs  and  finapifms  to  roufe  her;  flic  was 
"  delirious  throughout  the  firft  part  of,  the  night, 
"  but  recovered  her  fenfes  about  three  o'clock  in 
"  the  morning  ;  when  fhe  vomited  a  great  quantity 

of  green  bitter  matter,  and  complained  of  exqui- 
"  Gte  tendernefs  over  the  whole  hypognjlric  region  ; 
*'  hiccupings  came  on  ;  her  tongue,  was  dry 
*'  and  hard;  the  pulfe  was  above  an  hundred; 
"  and  there  was  a  total  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia: 
*'  a  Phyfician  was  called  in,  and  direded  fix 
"ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm; 
"  the  fomentations  to  be  continued  ;  and  every 
"  five  hours  gave  the  neutral  draughts,  with  Jymptis 

e  meconio,  (6-  aq.  cinn.  /imp.  On  the  Jiflh  day  fhe 
"  had  two  motions  downwards,  the  forenefs  of 

the  abdomen  was  fo  me  what  abated,  and  the 

"  pulfe 
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pulfe  not  higher  than  eighty;  her  fkin  was 
inoift,  and  in  the  evening  the  lochia  re- ap- 
peared; ftxe  got  fume  fleep  this  night;  but  to- 
wards morning  had  feveral  loofe  flools,  with 
rripings :  on  the  fixth,  the  milk,  came  pro- 
perly, and  (he  feemed  in  a  fair  way  of  reco- 
very ;  but  in  the  evening  I  was  called  to  her  in 

reat  halle,  and  found  her  convulfcd  and  de- 
lirious; the  pulfe  was  low  and  unequal;  and 
the  abdomen  veiy  tcnfe,  and  fo  tender,  that., 
upon  touching  it,  fhe  flartled  as  if  fuddenly 
awakened  from  fleep:  the  Phyfiician  was  again 
confulted,  and  prefcribed  a  plaifler  of  one 
ounce  of  flrained  galbanum,  and  a  drachm 
and  a  half  of  opium,  to  be  applied  over  the 
■:hdome7i :  and  likewife,  a  bladJer  of  warm 
■vatcr  to  the  Jcrobiculus  cordis ;  the  confcclio  car- 
•  iaca  was  added  to  the  neutral  draughts,  and 
to  the  night  draught  thirty  drops  of  elixir  pa~ 
regoricurn  :  towards  morning  flie  became  fenfi- 

le,  complained  of  (harp pains  in  the  bellv,  and 
iiad  two  bilious  flools,  which  were  highly  fe- 

•d  ;  the  j£ve?iih,  vifiting  early  this  mornine;,  I 

found 
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"  found  the  pulfe  was  regular,  and  at  about  feventyr: 
**  but  weak  and  low  ;  flie  complained  of  a  giddincfs 
"  in  her  head  ;  her  cheeks  were  fluQied  ;  flic  \'  : 
*'  thirity;  and  a  miliary  eruption,  of  the  while 
'    fort,'  appeared  all  over  her  body  ;  yet  the  lochia 
"  continued  frefh;  fhe  Rill  complained  of  fore- 
"  nels  in  the  belly;  the  bladder  of  warm  M'atc 
"  was    ordered    to    be    continued ;   beef  te 
*'  given  as  nourifhment;  and  a  clyfter  of  Peru 
vian    baik,    in  d^ico^lion,   prefcribed  evyjr 
"  eight  hours ;  fhe  flept  well   this  night :  the 
*'  eighi/i,   no  febrile  fymptoms  remained  ;  ih 
"  tendernefs  of  the  belly  was  not  fo  great;  flie 
"  was  very  full  of  the  eruption,  and  complained,. 
"  of  its  itching  ;  in  the  evening  took  an  anodyne: 
*'  ninth,  evidently  better  in  every  refpe£l,  and  no 
"  complaint,   except  weaknefs  :    tc?ith,  fhe  was 
"  fcized  with  a  rigor,  fucceeded  by  a  hot  fit; 
"  coughed  much,  and  her  pulfe  was  full  and 
"  fretpient ;   flie  took  the  faline  mixture,  with 
•*  Jpermaceli,  and  drank  plentifully  of  warm  dilu- 
*'  ting  liquors:  in  the  evening  an  emollient  clyf- 
terwas  adminiftered,  and  an  opiate  exhibited; 
Qie  paffed  the  night  pretty  tolerably ;  the  fecre- 

"  tion 


[   445  ] 

Lion  of  the  milk  had  been  hitherto  mo'ierate; 
but  it  was  now  totalJy  flopped,  and  ih.  re  was 
little  or  no  appearance  of  the  lochial  difcharge  : 
in  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  the  third  and 
fever  were  fome  what  abated  ;  but  fhc  complained 
of  pains  in  the  belly,  flomach  and  head,  and 
her  cough  was  much  increafed ;  fix  ounces  of 
blood  was  taken  from  her  arm ;  the  texture  of 
which  was  very  fizy,  and  the  ferous  part  but 
/mall  in  quantity,  and  very  turbid:  flie  drank 
plentifully  of  a  peroral  infufion  of  figs,  rai- 
fins,  and  liquorice  root,  and  paflTed  a  tolerably 
good  night ;  but  in  the  morning  complained  of 
ficknefs  at  her  ftomach,  and  had  feveral  gil- 
ping  bilious  ftools ;  fhe  took  tartar  emetic  in 
fmall  dofes,  which  brought  away  much  vifcid 
phlegm,  mixed  with  bilcj  fhe  had  fome  re- 
frefhiiig  reft;  the  milk  fecreted  freely:  the 
thirteenth,  better  in  every  refpe6l,  but  very 
weak  and  low;  for  which  fhe  received  the 
mofl  nutritious  broths  and  jellies ;  and  conti- 
nued to  recover  her  ftrength  daily,  and  with- 
out any  very  material  interruption,    till  the 

"  twenty-' 
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•*  twenty-third',  when  fiie  was  again  feized  with  art- 
gor,  fuccceded  by  a  fmart  fever,  thirft,  and  a  quick 
and  fall  pulfc  ;  her  fkin  felt  dry  and  parched; 
*'  fhe  diluted  plentifully  with  rtitrous  emulfion, 
**  had  an  emollient  clyfler  in  the  evening,  but 
"  paffed  a  very  indifferent  night :  the  twenty  fifih^ 
"  feverifli,  and  a  quick  pulfc ;  her  tongue  dry  and 
*•  white,  with  a  fordes  on  the  teeth  ;  exceffive  fhar 
*'  pains  in  her  back,  ftomach,  and  about  the  rc- 
"  gion  of  the  navel ;  the  galbanum  plaifler,  with 
"  opium,  was  removed,  and  a  frcfli  one  put  on;. 

and  the  bladder  of  warm  water  again  ap-' 
"  plied  to  the  fcrobicidus  cordis :  at  night,  a  few 
"  diops  of  iinElura  thehaica  were  added  to  a  di 
*' aphoretic  mixture;  of  which  flie  took  three. 
"  fpoonslul  every  five  hours,  but  flie  fcarccly 
"  got  any  refl  :    the  IwcnLy-Jixlh^  rather  woife 
in  every  rcfpe^l',  and  vifited  by  a  phyncian,j 
who  prefcribed  eight  grains  of  James's  Pow-1 
**  dcr,  which  brought  on  a  diaphortJuX 
*'  at  the  end  of  eight  hours  ;  and  at  nine  o'clock | 
*'  in  the  evening,  a  fccond  dofe  Was  given  in 
*' three  grains  of  ^zl  the  twenty-Jcventh, 

her 
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her  pulfe  was  not  fo  quick ;  the  ikin  more 
"moIR;   flie  had  refled  pretty  well,  and  the 
'  pain  in  her  belly  was  much  abated :  the  twm' 
'  ^y-fighth,  apparently  better,  except  her  cough, 
'  which  fecmed  rather  increafed,  and  was  more 
troublefome:  upon  which,  (lie  had  recourfe  to 
the  neutral  mixture  with  fpermaccli,  and  was 
'  relieved  :    twenty-ninth,   continued  free  from 
'  fever,  and  was  able  to  fit  up  :  thirtieth,  conti- 
'  nued  to  recover,  and  feemcd  in  a  fair  way 
fo    to    do  :    thirty-firji,    continued    in  the 
'  fame  fiate:   the  firjl  of  January,  flic  com- 
•'plained    of  weight,    tenfion,    and    pain  in 
'  her  back,  belly,  and  loins ;  the  pulfe  was  hard 
'  and  contra£led,  and  fix  ounces  of  blood  was 
'  taken  from  the  arm,  the  complexion  of  which 
'juflified  the  operation;  the  antiphlogiftic  plan 
was  purfucd,  and  in  the  evening  (he  was  bet- 
ter, except  that  (lie  complained  of  a  flraitnefs 
acrofs  the  thorax,  ' attended  with  a  dvfpncea; 
for  which   ftie  dcfired  her  former  medicine, 
which  foon  relieved  her,  and  fhe  pafTed  a  to- 
lerable night :  Jecond,  her  breath  unreflraincd. 

"  and 
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"  and  eafy ;  fiie  had  perfpired  freely,  and  was^ 
*'  in  every  refped,  better :  third,  continued  to 
*'  recover,  and  to  gain  ftrength  for  feveral  days; 
"  but  on  the  tenth,  was  feized  with  a  fhivering, 
"  complained  of  pains  all  over  her :  and  from 
**  that  period,  the  poor  woman  has  been  confined 

to  her  bed,  with  a  violent  fwelling  on  xht  pjuas 
*'  mufcle  of  the  right  thigh,  which  extends  to 
*'  the  calf  of  the  leg  on  that  fide;  for  which  wc 
*•  have  called  in  all  the  medical  afliflancc  which 
"  thefe  parts  afford:  an  iffue  has  been  cut,  and 
"  aromatic  fomentations,  and  different  kinds  of 

poultices  been  applied;  but,  at  prefent,  with- 
"  out  any  vifible  fuccefs.— -On  the  ninth  inflant, 

a  Midwife  fent  for  me  to  a  woman,  at  Swan- 
"  TON  ;  the  patient  was  a  very  little,  weakly  wo- 
"man;*  was  ricketty  in  her  infancy  and  had. 
"  been  two  days  and  nights  in  labour:  upon  en- 
"  quiry,  I  found  many  hours  had  elapfed,  fincc 
"  the  rupture  of  the  mmbranci,  and  the  entrance 
"  of  the  head  into  the  pelvis ;  the  vertex  prefented 
"  with  the  face  laterally ;  the  pains  were  entirely 
'*  gone  off;  the  pulfe  was  weak;  the  voice  low; 

"  and. 
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'  and  flie  appeared  to  be  in  a  flate  of  general  debi- 
'  lily.  From  the  accounts  which  I  had  heard  of 
'  her  former  cafes,  I  had  much  rcafon  to  fufped  a 

•  bad  conformation  of  the  pelvis  i  and,  upon  more 

•  fXriCt  examination,  found  the  Jacrum  jet  in  in 
'  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  a  fpace  of  not  more 
'  than  three  inches,  at  mofl,  from  puhes  to  Ja^ 

crum.  I  thought  at  firft  of  applying  the  for- 
'  ceps,  and  with  that  view  emptied  the  reSlum, 
by  an  emollient  clyfter,  and  lubricated  the 
blades  of  the  inflrument ;  but,  upon  be- 
ing able  to  introduce  my  finger  pretty  eafily 
round  the  child's  head,  I  was  not  deterred 
from  fuppofing  it  praflicable  to  pufli  up  the 
head,  and  find  the  feet  ;  which,  after  fomc 
time,  I  effe£led  ;  and,  to  the  great  faiif- 
faiiion  of  the  mother,  brought  her  a  live 
child,  which  was  the  firfl  of  four  that  had 
been  fo  born  ;  and  the  firft  that  flie  had  had 
come  into  the  world  in  an  unmuiilated  ftate  ; 
the  heads  of  all  the  others  having  been  leffened, 
and  delivered  with  the  crotchet,  by  a  well-ex- 
perienced Praditioner;  who  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  likely  flie  fliould  ever 
Vol.  ir.  H  h  "  have 
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*'  have  a  child  born  alive.    The  placenta  came 
"  away  without  any  difficulty  ;  but  the  pulfe 
**  was  low  and  weak,  her  voice  fcarccly  to  be 
"  heard,  and  her  countenance  very  pale.  I  pre- 
*'  fcribed  her  a  cordial  mixture,  with  coufeElio 
"  cardiaca  ;    two    fpoonsful    to  be  given  her 
"  every  two  hours  ;    and  ordered,    that  beef 
"  tea,  and  other  nourifhment,  fhould  be  taken 
*'  between  whiles,  in  fmall  quantities,  and  often, 
"  till  her  flrength  and  fpirits  were,  in  forae 
"  meafure,  recruited ;  but,   notwithflanding  all 
'*  thefe  dircflions  were  pundually  obeyed,  (he 
"  has  not  yet  recovered  her  voice  and  flrength, 
"  is  not  able  to  fit  up  in  her  bed,  and,  I  fear, 
"  it  will  be  a  great  while  before  {he  recovers. 
"  The  child  is  remarkably  fmall ;  to  which  alone 
"  I  chiefly  attribute  the  fuccefs  of  my  operation  ; 
«•  it  is  flill  alive,  but  fo  very  weak  and  languid, 
that  1  defj»air  of  its  furviving  many  days." 


THE 


THE  ANSWER. 

♦•DEAR  SIR, 

Amongst  the  melancholy 
Cafes,  which  often  occur  in  our  prafiice,  the 
one  you  have  recited  muft  fliock  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  tender  confideration,  which  the  fympa- 
thetic  Praditioner  will  ever  poffefs.  Your 
patient  has,  undoubtedly,  fufFered  much ;  and, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  a  long  time  be- 
fore {he  recovers.  A  laceration  of  the  utt' 
rus  is  very  dangerous,  and  moft  generally  a 
fatal  circumftance  ;  it  is  lucky,  that  a  retrac- 
tion of  the  fxtus  did  hbt  follow  this  accident, 
owing  to  the  uncoramdn  violence  of  the  la- 
bour, and  the  fingularly  ttnfe  and  call6niis  ftdte 
of  the  OS  uteri.  At  your  mbft  convenient  lei- 
Xure,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  obliged  to  you  for 
H  h  2  "  the 
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"  the  Supplement  of  this  very  extraordinary 
"Cafe;  and  wifli  the  event  may  fully  reward 
"  your  induflry  and  care  to  favc  the  patient.  I 
"  had  a  cafe  of  a  narrow  pelvis,  two  inches  and 
"  6-8ihs  from  pubes  to  Jacrum,  where  the  head, 
^'  funis,  right  hand,  and  right  foot  prefenied  : 
"What  would  you  have  done?  In  your  next 
"  refolve  me  this;  and  believe  me,  Sec." 

  I M  will 

MY  REPLY. 

"DEAR  SIR, 

"    J[  Ca^c  you  mcniion  is  fo 

"  unhappy  an  inflance  of  a  diflorted /;^^y;s,  -  that, 
"  for  my  own  part,  I  fliould  think  neither  mo- 
ther  or  child  could  have  any  chance  at  all,  but 
'.'  by  the  Cajarian  Jcclion  ;  which  is  fo  fhocking 
"  and  hazardous  an  operation,  that,  to  fpeak  can- 

"  didly. 
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dldly,  and  at  once  anfwer  your  queftion,  I 
"  fcarcely  know,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  what  I  fliould' 

do  ;  for  it  feems  almoft  an  impoffibility  to  fave 

the  child,  unlefs  extremely  fmall.  I  amfhocked 
"  at  the  idea  of  the  circum fiance ;  and  only  by 
*'  way  of  fpeculation,  fay,  that  I  might  probably 
"  have  firft  brought  down  the  leg  that  did  prefent ; 
' '  have  gone  up  for  the  other,  and  brought  that  down ; 

and  then,  to  deliver  the  body,  have  ufed  thedou- 
"  ble  force  of  pulling  down  with  one  hand,  whilfl: 
"  I  pufhedup  with  theother.  But  perhaps,  in  a  cafe 
"  thus  circuraftanced,  I  could  not  have  even  pro- 
"  ceededin  this  manner,  unlefs  the  child  was  very 
*•  fmall  indeed;  but  even  fo,  I  might  have  delivered 
*'  the  body  eafier  this  way,  and  with  lefs  trouble, 
•*  than  in  attempting  to  effe£l  the  delivery,  by  bring- 

ing  the  headfirft.  After  proceeding  thus  far,  you 
"  will  afk  me  how  the  head  is  to  pafs ;  which  over- 
•'throws  my  whole  fyftem:  and  I  again  alTert, 
*'  the  only  means  of  prefervation  for  both  mother 
"  and  child  to  be  that  of  the  Ccefarian  fedion, 
"  if  timely  and  judicioufly  condn£led.  But,  for 
"  my  own  fatisfa6lion  and  improvement,  pray  give' 

H  h  3^  ''me 
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me  your  opinion,,  your  own  manner  of  pro. 
**  Geeding,  and  a  fliort  detail  of  your  patienti' 
*'  Cafe.  Pray  what  was  the  diftance  from  fide  to 
"  fide  of  the  diftorted  jbeZwi,  which  you  have  men- 
*'  tioned  ?  Does  knowing  the  dimcnfions,  from 

•  the  b^ck  to  the  fore  part,  of  a  pelvis,  alwayfr 
^  determine  the  exaft  or  near  diftance  from  fide 

•  to  fide  ?  Pray  what  were  the  dimenfipns  of  the 
'  child's  head  ? 

"  1  ^m, 


THE  ANSWER. 

"DEAR  SIR. 

'"J^H  E  Cafe  I  fent  you  is  no  ima- 
ginary one.  1  have  long  had  in  rpy  poffeffion 
the  bones  of  the  uniaappy  patient  it  concerned. 
The  hiftory,  in  fliort,  is  this :  A  man-mid\yife 

in 
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"  in  this  place,  of  fome  flanding,  was  fent  for, 
'*  upon  the  Saturday  evening,  to  a  poor  woman, 
*'  whofe  waters  were  gone  ever  fince  the  preced- 

ing  Monday,  She  had  no  pains  till  the  Friday 
"  night.  Saturday  morning  the  os  tinea  began  to 
"  dilate  fenfibly,  and  about  twelve  of  the  fame 
*'  day  the  arm  came  down,  wiih  the  Junii  ;  the 
"  head  at  the  fame  time  was  fenfibly  felt,  and 
"  prefented  right,  with  one  ear  to  ihc  pubes,  and 
**  the  other  to  the  facrum,  high  up.  About  feven 
*'  in  the  evening  the  praflitioner,  finding  things 
"  as  above,  went  up  for  the  feet ;  but  the  pelvis 
"  was  fo  narrow,  that  he  could  not  go  up  a  great 
"  way  :  however,  he  found  the  right  foot  near 
"  the  head,  which  he  brought  down  into  the 
"  vagina  ;  but  could  not  bring  it  fo  low  down  as 
*'  to  fix  a  noofc  on  it,  nor  could  he  pufh  up  tlie 
"  head.  He  fent  for  another  man-midwife,  who 
"  attempted  to  deliver  the  fame  way,  and  failed. 
"  I  was  at  laft  fent  for  ;  and,  upon  hearing  the 
''  relation  of  the  cafe,  advifed  the  labour  to  go  on 
*'  all  next  day  ;  but,  alas  !  the  poor  woman  was 

in  cold  fweats.  The^  gentlemen  begged  I 
H  h  4  •«  would 
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"  would  try  to  deliver.  Finding  the  right  foot, 
"  right  arm,  funis,  and  head,  I  got  a  filk  ribbon 
"  into  the  vagina,  and  fixed  it  firmly  above  the 
"  ancle  ;  introduced  the  right  hand  into  the  va- 
*'  ginUf  And  puflied  up  ihe  head  with  immenfc 
"  force,  and  pulled  down  with  the  ribbon  ;  but' 

to  no  purpofe.  I  could  not  get  the  foot,  nor 
*'  would  the  child  be  turned  in  the  lead.  Hence 
"  'tis  plain,  though  you  get  one  foot  in  a  narrow 
"  pelvis,  head  prcfenting,  that  you  are  not  cer- 
*'  tain  of  being  able  to  turn  :  therefore  the  prac- 

tice  of  turning  children  in  nsivrow  pelvijfes, 
*'  when  the  head  prefents,  is  extremely  uncertain, 
"  and  fhould  not  be  adopted.  The  pelvis  was 
"  fufhciently  wide  from  fide  to  fide,  as  they  gene- 
•*  rally  are:  the  child  was  not  large.  If  thefe 
"  gentlemen  had  let  the  labour  go  on  till  Sunday 
"  noon,  the  head  would  have  been  fqueezed 
"  more  or  Icfs  within  the  brim,  and  then  might 

have  been  opened  ;  and  the  woman's  life  have 

been  f^ved. 


«*  lam,  Sec. 


In 
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In  a  periodical  work,  lately  publiflied  at  Ly- 
s,  entitled,   Objervations  fur  les  Maladies  reg- 
ilcs  a  Lyon,  par  M.  M.  Viut  ^  Pctetin,  Mede- 
s,  is  an  account  of  a  moft  extraordinary  dif- 
tion  of  the  pelvis,  in  a  delicate  ricketty  woman, 
■d  twenty-feven,  on  whom  the  Cafarian  fec- 
1  was  performed,  but  without  fuccefs. — We 
told,  that  an  ingenious  PhyGcian,  who  has 
ig  taught  midwifery  with  confiderable  reputa- 
1  in  London,  intends  foon  to  publifh  foroc 
fervations,  to  prove,  that  neither  the  feclion 
ihe  Jymphifis  pubis,  or  the  Cajarian  operation, 
ever  be  neceffary.    His  ideas  on  this  fubjeft 
e  fuggefted,  it  feems,  by  a  Cafe  which  occur- 
lately  in  his  own  practice,  and  at  which  fe- 
ll of  the  moft  eminent  Accoucheurs  in  Lont 
were  prefent.     See   Medical  Journal, 
.  iii.  No.  3. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXLIV. 

T  ^ 

X  HE  fubjea  of  this  Cafe  wss  s  poor  wornEH  I  In 
of  the  name  of  Smith,  who  had  before  borne 
two  children.  The  midwife  informed  me,  diat 
flie  found  the  membianes  broke,  and,  upon  exa- 
mination, difcovered  the  child  in  a  wrong  prefent- 
ation.  A  man-midwife  was  fent  for  from  Mai d- 
flone;  but  he,  being  engaged,  could  not  attend. 
Some  hours  after  that,  I  was  fent  for.  The  pains 
were  urgent,  and  very  frequent ;  but  the  os  tinea 
was  not  fufficiently  dilated  to  difcover  what  part 
prcfented.  I  adminiftcred  an  opiate,  and  defiicd 
the  labour  might  be  fuffered  to  go  on  in  its  own  ! 
way,  till  the  midwife  fliould  be  able  to  difcover 
more  of  the  prefenting  parts,  which  I  was  in 
hopes  would  be  puflaed  down  as  the  os  tinea  di- 
lated.    The  woman  was  very  hearty  and  flro;ig 

when 


Hi 
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hen  I  left  her  ;  but,  upon  coming  tp  her  again, 
ound  her  much  weaker.    The  pulfe  had  funk, 
:  d  the  pains  were  not  fo  frequent.    There  was 
At  very  little  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  the  os  tinca^ 
laiph  I  endeavoured  to  dilate  as  fhe  l^y  on  h?r 
cc,  but  could  not  introduce  more  than  one  fin-» 
v.    I  got  her  then  placed  in,  ^  fupine  pofition, 
li  with  fome  difficulty  introduced  two  of  my 
gers  ;  but  the  cramp  coming  on,  I  was  obliged 
Jdefift.    I  then  dire£led  her  to  reft  on  her  knees 
11  elbows  ;  but  this  of  herfelf,  through  extreme 
kknefs,  flie  was  unable  to  do ;  therefore  two 
men  affifted  and  fupported  her  in  this  poli- 
i:  but  then  I  was  not  able  to  get  in  more 
a  three  fingers.    However,  the  fituation  of  the 
cd  was  now  much  more  obvious  ;  for  I  could 
oover  that  the  back  and  neck  prefented,  with 
cchin  to  the  left  ilium.    The  os  uteri  felt  ex- 
icly  thick  ;  and  as  the  cafe  was  fo  hazardous 
(complicated,  and  the  woman  grew  fainter  and 
eer,  I  defired  another  praflitioner  might  be 
Jfor  ;  but  before  any  farther  affiflance  could 
iTocured,  the  woman  was  feized  with  a  flood- 
ing, 
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ing,  fell  into  convulfions,  and  expired.  I  there- 
fore, with  all  poflible  expedition,  endeavoured 
to  give  the  child  the  befl  chance  I  could  ;  and 
the  OS  internum  having  now  loft  all  refiftance, 
yielded  to  the  introduflion  of  my  hand  ;  and  in 
lefs  than  twenty  minutes  from  the  death  of  the 
mother,  I  delivered  the  child  footling,  but  it  ap- 
peared  to  have  been  dead  fome  time. 
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CASE'  CXLV. 

VnN  PETT,  a  young  woman  of  flrong 
akhy  Jlamina,  wzs  tzken  in  labour  in  the  morn- 
:  of  the  4th  of  February,  1775.    A  midwife 
d  been  with  her  feveral  days  and  nights  ;  and 
len  I  was  called,  the  firft  flage  of  the  labour 
ght  be  faid  to  be  perfe<Sly  finifhed.    The  pa- 
nt was  very  reftlefs  and  faint,  and  there  ap- 
ared  a  total  ccffation  of  labour  pains  :  the 
ad  had  entered  the  pelvis,    and    the  vertex 
^cendcd  to  the  coccyx  :  the  ears  had  palTed  the 
im  of  the  pelvis,  and  were  placed,  one  to  the 
um,  and  the  other  to  the  Jymphijis  of  the  pn- 
;,  with  the  face  to  the  left  ijchium.    The  pofi- 
on  of  the  head  being  thus  known ;  with  the 
•ft  difficulty  I  ever  met  with  in  their  applica- 
'ii,  I  introduced  a  blade  of  the  forceps  over 

each 
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each  car  of  the  fottus,  and,  without  any  injury 
either  to  the  mother  or  child,  efFeded  the  deli- 
very  in  lefs  than  twenty  minutes  j  and  they 
both  recovered,  and  did  well. 


I 


CASE 
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CASE  CXLVI. 

iT  FOUND  the  particulars  of  the  following 
Cafe,  upon  the  teflimony  of  a  perfon  on  whom 
1[  candepend. — Elizabeth  Wheeler,  of  French- 
ley,  in  this  county,  being,  in  May  1769,  in  the 
-arly  part  of  geflation,  about  the  twelfth  week, 
nifcar.ied  of  an  ovum,  nearly  the  fizeof  a  goofe's 
gg,  which  contained  a  fmall  embrio,  with  ita 
membranes  and  placenta  entire,  and  was  able  ia  . 
Ibe  ufual  time  to  follow  her  domeftic  bufinefs. 
liihe  was  much  furprifed  to  find,  that  flie  had  not 
coft  fo  much  of  her  bulk  as  might  have  been  ex- 
oefled;  and  more  fo,  when,  after  a  fcVv  weeks, 
Hie  plainly  difcovered  the  motions  of  another 
Ihild  in  utero,  which  ftie  could  not  form  the  leaft  \ 
idea  of  being  poflible,  after  ftie  had  fo  lately 
aifcarried  of  one  :  but  finding  that  fhe  grew 

bigger 
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biggc^  and  bigger,  flie  made  the  ufual  provlfion, 
and  was  delivered,  fix  months  after  her  inifcar- 
riage,  of  a  fine  full-grown  child,  in  a  very  eafy 
and  natural  manner. — Is  it  not  probable,  that 
Nature,  ab  origine,  intended  this  for  a  twin  cafe ; 
and  that  the  premature  expulfion  of  the  firft  em- 
brio,  with  its  Jecundines  and  placenta,  was  occa- 
lioned  by  fome  remote  caufc,  which  cannot  be 
explained  with  precifion  ? — Dr.  johnson,  in  his 
Chapter  of  the  Fatus  in  utero,  fpeaks  of  a  young 
and  healthy  lady,  who,  in  the  year  1758,  had 
twice  miffed  the  calamenia,  and,  by  over-hurry- 
ing herfelf,  was  foon  after  feized  with  a  flooding, 
and  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours  mifcarricd :  and  in 
lefs  than  thirty  days  after  this  abortion,  the  fame 
lady  was  taken  again  with  a  fligln  flooding,  and 
expelled  another  ovu7n,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  fmall 
pullet's  egg. — He  alfo  relates  a  Twin  CaXe, where- 
in each  child  had  a  dif\in£l  placenta  and  fet  of 
membranes  ;  and  although  that  part  of  the  chorion 
which  lay  contiguous,  adhered  firmly;  yet,  by 
a  little  care,  ihey  feparated  perfcdly  from  each 
other. 

CASES 
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CASES  CXLVII.  and  CXLVIIL 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

DiCEMBER  2,  I773. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"I  SHOULD  think  myfelf  want- 
'**  ing  in  refped  to  your  kind  and  friendly  confi- 
dence,  if  I  declined  communicating  the  two 
following  Cafes  to  your  obfervation  and  confi- 
deration. — On  the  i6th  of  September  laft, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  I  was  fent 
"  for  to  the  Wife  of  one  Sparks,  who  had  been 
"  many  hours  under  ihe  management  of  a  wo- 
'*  man  midwife,    who,    foon  after   the  mem- 
branes broke,  found  an  arm  pufh  forwards  ; 
Vol.  II.  I  i  "  and 
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"  and  laying  fall  hold  of  it,  had  attempted,  for 
"  upwards  of  three  hours,  to  deliver  the  child, 
"  by  forcibly  pulling  it  down.    It  was  the  right 
"  arm,  which  was  thus  protruded  through  the  cs 
"  externum,  quite  up  to  the  flioulder.    I  firfl  en- 
*'  dcavoured  to  return  the  limb  ;  but  for  fome 
"  time  it  would  return  inio  the  vagina  only,  from 
'*  whence  it  as  often  protruded  ;  and  ihecontrac- 
*•  tions  were  fo  very  flrong  and  frequent,  that  in 
"  all  my  attempts  I  gained  no  ground  at  all ; 
*'  but  I  found  that  the  breafl;  prefented,  with 
"  the  head  to  the  right  iliuih.    At  this  inllant  the 
"yM7JZi  came  down  into  tht  vaginir,  and  I  could 
"  diflinflly  feel  its  pulfation  ;  and  as  the  woman 
*'  began  to  flood,  I  made  an  attempt  to  pafs  by 
"  the  protruding  limb,  and  was  hiappily  fuccefs^ 
"  ful  in  finding  the  feet  at  the  fundus  uteri; 
"  which  as  foon  as  I  had  fecured  in  my  hand,' 
"  the  child  turned,  as  upon  its  own  axis,  and  I 
"  deliveted  it  as  is  ufual  in  pra^ternaiural  direc- 
"  tions :  the  placenta  was  excluded  in  a  few  minutes. 
*'  Upon  examination,   I  found  the  arm  whic' 
"  had  come  down,  was  broke  within  two  inche 
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*'  of  the  fhoulcler,  by  the  violence  made  ufe  of 
*'  m  the  midwife's  attempts  to  deliver,  before  I 
"  was  employed.  Tljis  matter,  however,  was 
"  ingenioufly  lodged  at  my  door  ;  and  as  I  difco- 
"  vered  the  patient  had  been  fo  far  influenced, 
*'  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  midwife, 
"  to  believe  that  I  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  ac- 
*•  cident  ;  and  in  a  few  hours  after  her  deli- 
"  very,  fhewas  attacked  with  a  fever,  and  an  un- 
"  common  tumour  and  tenfion  of  the  abdomen 
*'  (probably  fiom  fome  cold  which  fhe  had  con- 

traded,""  whilfl.  cxpofcd  to  the  manoeuvres  of 
"  her  ignorant  affiflant)  ;  for  my  own  reputation 
*'  and  vindication,  I  thought  proper  to  call  in 
*'  two  fenior  practitioners,  who  candidly  confi- 
*'  dering  the  matter,  convinced  the  woman  and 
**  her  friends  of  the  propriety  of  rtiy  praClice,  and 

the  erroneous  manner  in  which  the  midwife  had 
*'  a6led.  We  afterwards  confulted  for  the  farther 
*'  fafety  of  the  patient ;  and  by  diluents,  diapho- 
*'  retics,  and  emollient  fomentations,  in  a  few  days 
*'  got  her  into  a  convalefcent  flate,  and  flie  was  very 
**  well  by  the  end  of  the  monthi    By  proper  care 

I i  2  "  and 
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"  and  bandage,  the  fra£lure  formed  a  complete 
*'  callus  in  Icfs  than  a  month,  and  the  child 
'*  foon  had  as  good  a  ufe  of  one  arm  as  the 
"  other. — In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  month,  I 
*'  followed  the  fame  midwife,  where  the  nala  prc- 
"  fented.  The  woman  was  pretty  much  ex- 
"  haulled,  and  the  pains  had  left  her  for  fome 
"  time  :  but  this  proved  only  a  temporary  ceffa- 
"  tion  ;  for,  after  refrefliing  the  woman  with  cor- 
"  dials,  and  properly  encouraging  her,  the  pains  re- 
"  turned  in  a  manner  which,  I  was  in  hopes,  would 
"  foon  have  put  an  end  to  the  bufuiefs.  But 
"  herein  1  was  difappointed  ;  for  the  parts,  not- 
"  withflanding  a  ferics  of  very  fliarp  pains,  did 
"  not  defcend  in  the  Icaft,  I  therefore  detcniii- 
"  ned  to  go  up  for, the  feet ;  but  the  waters  having 
*'  been  long  gone  ofF,  thq  ulerus  was  fo  contra£l- 
'*  ed,  that  I  found  it  impraflicable  to  pafs  up  my 
*'  hand  :  therefore,  getting  the  bed  hold  I  could, 
"  with  both  my  hands,  I  affiOcd  in  the  time  of 
"  pain,  brought  down  the  nalis,  and  at  length 
♦'  delivered  the  fcctus,  without  the  Icafl  hurt  either 
"  to  that  or  the  mother.    The  child  was  very 

"  large, 
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large,  was  web -fingered,  and  had  a  hare-Hp.— 
I  have  at  prefent  nothing  more  to  add,  and  no- 
thing need  be  added  to  the  profound  refpeft 
with  which  I  am,  8cc." 


THE  ANSWER. 

"DEAR  SIR, 

I  RECEIVED  yours,  and  am 
pleafed  to  find  thai  you  ftill  fupport  your  mid- 
wifery bufinefs  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  ufual. 
The  difpute  you  had  with  the  midwife  is  not 
unufual  upon  fuch  occafions  ;  which  fhews, 
that  the  per fon  called  in  fliould  always  carefully 
examine  if  any  damage  has  been  done,  either  to 
mother  or  child,  that  he  may  acquaint  the  pre- 
engaged  praditioner  of  it,  or  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  relations  of  the  patient,  if  ne- 
cellary,  before  the  operation  is  undertakeiii, 

I  am,  with  great  elleem.  See." 

lis  tASE 
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CASE  GXLIX. 

R  this  and  the  following  Cafe  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  obliging  communication  of  the  fame 
Correfpondeut  who  favoured  me  with  Cafes 
cxxvii  and  cxxviii. — In  the  year  1760,  he  was 
called  to  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Outte- 
RiDGE,  a  labouring  man,  in  the  parifli  of  Bir- 
LiNo.  He  found  an  ample  diflcnfion  of  the  os 
internum,  and  the  membranes  full,  turgid,  and 
pufhing  down  very  low  into  the  vagina  ;  and 
therefore  concluded,  that,  upon  their  breaking, 
the  head  would  confequcnlly  dcfcend  into  the 
j}dvis :  but  this  event  not  happening  to  his  wifhes, 
notwithftanding  the  pains  were  uncommonly 
fliarp  and  long,  he  had  recourfe  to  patience  ,  (a 
maxim,  in  the  praflice  of  midwifery,  which  he 
recommends,  from  experience,  as  truly  venera- 
ble, 
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ble,  and  which,  in  this  inflance,  he  tried  to  that 
degree  which  refle^is  muth  honour  on  his  IkiU 
and  humanity),  for  he  waited  upwa-rds  of  eight- 
and-forty  hours  after  the  membranes  broke  ;  and 
notwithftanding  th^  long  fucceffion  of  moft  vio- 
lent pains,  finding  the  head  too  large  to  advance 
beyond  the  middle  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  womaii 
being  very  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  and  beginning  to 
flood  ;  fearing  he  fhould  lofe  both  mother  and 
child,  he  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  dilate  the 
cranium,  that,  by  leflTening  its  bulk,  he  might 
either  get  a  firm  hold  for  the  crotchet,  or  blunt 
■hook,  and  by  that  means  fucceed  in  its  extrac- 
tion. He  therefore  opened  the  cranium  with  the 
fclflars,  deSroyed  the  connexions  of  the  brain, 
and  it  was  eafily  evacuated.  Having  got  good 
firm  hold  with  the  blunt  hook,  he  exerted  his  ut- 
mofl;  flrcngth  to  bring  down  the  fhoulders,  but 
without  effefl.  The  affiftants  being  much  terri- 
fied and  alarmed,  the  flooding  increafing  to  a 
very  dangerous  degree,  and  the  palfe  beginning 
to  intermit,  he  found  himfelf  in  ihc  moft  trying 
fiiuation  ;  and  fearing  he  muft  abfolutely  lofe 

I  i  4  both 
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both  the  mother  and  the  child,  if  he  did  not  de- 
liver immediately,  he  refolved  to  try  if  he  could 
not  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  footling  ;  in  which 
attempt  he  was  more  happy  than  before;  and  with 
fomc  difficulty  getting  at  the  feet  and  legs,  he 
brought  them  down,  with  part  of  the  body  ;  but  it 
was  with  inconceivable  trouble  that  he  was  able  to 
deliver  the  fhoulders.  At  length,  however,  he 
fuccceded  ;  and  the  woman  recovered  and  did 
well  in  the  ufual  lime,  without  any  material  in- 
terruption, and  he  has  fince  delivered  her  of  fe- 
vcral  children.  He  adds,  that  he  was  never  fo 
ihoroughly  fatigued  in  his  life  ;  and  that,  had 
he  known,  at  firft,  that  the  head  and  fhoulders 
were  in  fuch  difproportion  to  the  diraenfions  of 
the  pelvis,  he  might  have  delivered  the  woman, 
by  IcfTening  the  head,  fooner  ;  but  as  the  child 
was  alive,  and  the  mother  flrong  and  in  good 
fpiiits,  he  thuiks  he  could  not  have  anfwered  it 
to  his  confcience,  till  the  danger  which  threatened 
both  mother  and  child  made  the  operation  abfo- 
lutely  ncceffaryt 


CASE 
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C  A  S  'E  CL. 

was  called  to  Mrs.  S  ,  of  Boxlev, 

u  ly  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June  laft, 
.jcl  found  that,  by  her  own  account,  fliewas  not 
iiore  than  fix  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy. 
Ihe  had  had  regular  pains, all  through  the  pre- 
Kding  night,  and  an  irregular,  but  copious, 
iifcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  fo  that  fhe 
ras  reduced  to  extreme  debility  :  her  lips  were 
ale,  and  her  pulfe  was  fo  low  and  weak,  as  to  be 
sarcely  perceptible.  Upon  touching,  he  found 
me  oj  intet  num  v&xy  rigid,  and  but  little  dilated. 
11  this  perilous  ftate  of  the  cafe,  fearing  that  a 
itrcible  dilatation  of  the  os  internum  might  in* 
!-eafe  the  haemorrhage,  and  dreading  the  event, 
:2  thought  it  right  to  apprize  her  relations  of  the 
teat  danger  flie  was  in,  and  to  c^ll  another 

pradition^r 
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pradidoner  into  confukation  upon  the  cafe.  The 
gentleman  who  was  fent  for,  concurred  ia  opi. 
nion  with  our  Author,  and  thought  it  wouWl 
be  beft  to  continue  her  in  a  fupine  pofture,  an 
not  to  ufe  the  lead  force.    To  alleviate  the 
fpafms,  opiates  were  prefcribed,  with  corrobof^j 
rants  and  aftringcnts  between  whiles,  which  vver-C|^ 
punftually  adminiftcred  for  feme  hours  ;  alCji* 
cloths  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  were  applied  exter- 
nally  to  the  loins  ;  and  fhe  was  fuffcred  to  drink' 
nothing  warm,  or  that  had  the  leaft  tendency  to  ac- 
celerate the  circulation.  By  this  means  the  flooding 
abated  ;  and,  as  Ihe  jay  eafy,  he  ventured  to 
leave  her,  for  the  prefent ;  but  was  called  again,  i 
in  a  great  hurry,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  fame  | 
evening.    He  found  her  warm  :  the  Ijiemorrhage 
was  flopped  :  the  os  internum  much  more  di- 
lated, and  the  pains  were,  pretty  flrong  and  re- 
gular: but  as  he  was  fearful  that  the  flooding 
might  return,  he  thought  it  right  to  rupture  the 
membranes,  and  let  the  waters  off,  which  he  did; 
and,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  the  patient  was 
delivered  of  a  fmall  dead  child  ;    foon  afier 

which, 
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:h,  he  was  very  doubtful  of  her,   as  to 
or  death,  as  fhe  appeared  fo  very  low  and 
.  with  a  Gnging  in  her  cars,  and  raifl  before 
yes,  owing  to  a  fudden  increafe  of  the  hx~ 
ihage  :  he  immediately  made  ligatures  upon 
extremities,  applied  flannels  dipped  in  cold 
ir  to  the  loins  and  abdomen,  and  gave  her  a 
(jf  the  tinflura  Thebaica,  with  fome  drops  of 
lie  lini^lurc,  in  fome  red  wine  and  water  ; 
.  in  a  few  minutes  flic  began  to  come  to  her- 
and  to  prevent  a  relapfe,by  a  moderate  con- 
uation  of  ihe  fame  means,  together  with  the 
of  the  cortex,  and  a  nutrient  and  incraf- 
rng  regimen     fhe  was  recovered;    but  was 
fome  time  alBi6ied  with  great  pain  ;  which 
55  probably  owing  to  the  lofs  of  fo  much 
cod. — In  flooding  cafes,   the  afliftance  of  a 
sgeon  cannot  be  too  foon  fought  for.    Our  Au- 
tr  regrets,    that  he  was  not  confulted  as 
'n  as  the  flooding  firfl:  appeared,  as  he  thinks 
lofs  of  eight  ounces  of  blood,  added  to 
tt  which  had  been  pre-difcharged,  mull  have 
))ved  fatal. 

CASE 
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CASE  CLL 


aged  thirty,  wliofe  fyflera 


been  much  debilitated  by  a  frequent  habfliibfl 
raifcarriage,  was  again  pregnant  in  June  177^, 
and  fhe  was  advifcd  to  confult  me.    Being  ver^ 
weak,  delicate,  and  nervous,  I  ufcd  fuch  pro- 
phylaHic  remedies  as  I  thought  mofl  proper,  re- 
gulated  her  diet,  and  cautioned  her  againfl  any  I 
cxercifc  or  motion  which  might  endanger  mi  fear-  i 
riage..    She  had  never  before  paffed  the  foui 
month  without  aborting,  but  had  now  arrived iit 
the  fevenlh,  with  hopes  of  reaching  her  full  time; 
but  on  the  2d  of  January  1777,  I  was  haflily 
called  to  her,  and  found  her  flooding  in  fo  dan- 
gerous a  manner,  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  hei 
alive.    It  was  too  late  to  expe£l  any  thing  from 

the 
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.    [iower  of  medicine  ;  and  I  did  not  (lay  to 
I   c  ufe  of  any  external  refrigerating  appHca- 
as  I  looked  upon  the  ennerffency  of  the  cafe 
fuch,  that  the  woman  muR.  inevitably  die, 
ut  immediate  delivftrv.     The  membranes 
oroke  ;  and  the  head  of  the  child  prefcnt- 
I  fhould  mofl;  certainly  have  trufted  the  deli- 
,  to  the  natural  pains,  had  not  the  patient  been 
uccd  to  fo  low  an  ebb.    The  uterine  orifice 
:  fufficiently  dilated,  I  pufhed  up  the  head, 
J  by  it,  and  obtained  the  leet ;  and  whilft 
fTiflant  made  a  preffure  externally  upon  the 
nen  of  the  woman,  I  accomplifhcd  the  deli- 
of  the  child,  which  for  fome  time  appeared 
weak  and  languid,  but  revived,  and  lived 
ny  days.    A  recurrence  of  fainting-fits  coming 
nmediatcly  after  the  delivery,  I  pafTcd  my 
i  up  into  the  uterus,  and  foon  extrafled  the 
dinci  ;  but  the  debility  was  fo  general,  and 
terns  fo  totally  devoid  of  contrafliie  power, 
I  dcfpaircd  of  faving  the  patient,  who  fank 
of  one  fainting  fit  into  another  fo  fall,  that 

it 
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it  was  cxpe^ed  every  minute  would  have  been 
her  laft.    In  this  diftrefsful  flate,  I  found  it  iaj, 
poffible  to  get  her  to  take  any  thing,  either  as  a  I 
medicine  or  nourifhment.    I  therefore  had  her 
flripped  as  faft  as  poffiblc,  fet  open  the  window 
of  the  chamber,  and  expofed  the  naked  body  ji 
the  open  air,  which  was  at  that  time  moft  iom 
tenfely  cold.    I  fluffed  the  vagina  with  a  fpongc 
dipped  in  vinegar,  in  which  fome  roch  alum 
had  been  dilfolved  ;  and  although  no  Cgns  d| 
life  were  perceptible  for  fome  minutes,  and  the  | 
pulfe  and  refpiration  feemed  totally  lofl  for  that 
period ;  at  lengtha  tremulous  vibration  in  the  pulfft  j 
gave  me  fome  hopes,  which  were  confirmed  by  -j 
her  breathing,    and  gradually    recovering  her  j 
fenfes,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fwallow  a  little  panada  | 
and  red  wine.    She  complained  of  violent  pain  i| 
in  her  head,   and  in  the  lumbar  region.    Hel  1| 
recovery  was  at  times  very  doubtful ;  and  it  I 
was  not  till  three  months  after  her  delivery  thai  j 
ftie  was  able  to  leave  her  room,  and  then  not  j 

r 

without  afliflancc  ;  and  it  has  not  hncc  been  in 

the' 
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e  power  of  tonic  medicines,  a  proper  regimen, 
nange  of  air.  or  the  cold  baih,  to  reftpre  the 

ftera  to  a  healthy  degree  of  ftrength  :  but  (he 
ontinues  nervous  and  relaxed,  has  a  heaic 
>Dugh,  frequent  pains '  in  her  head,  has  never 
onceived  fince,  and  is  fubjea  to  the  Jluor 
ibus. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLir. 

Penelope  fowler,  of  this  town, 

about  fjx-and-thirty  years  of  age,  a  woman  of  a 
delicate  frame  and  lax  fibres,  in  the  fourth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  after  having  for  fome  time  be- 
fore been  troubled  with  a  cough,  pains  in  the 
back  and  loins,  flatulence,  and  rigors,  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  an  hamopioe.  The  blood  which 
was  thrown  up  was  pure  and  florid,  and  dif- 
charged  without  any  violent  efforts.  Mitroui  and 
abforhcnt  medicines  were  given  her  for  fome  time, 
as  well  as  dixh  of  vitriol,  in  proper  dofes  :  ano- 
dynes were  adminiflered  at  bed-time,  and  dueregard 
paid  to  the  non-naturals  :  but  all  to  little  or  no 
efFe£l ;  for  the  hamoptoe  remitted  and  recurred  re- 
gularly ;  and,  for  the  lafl.  five  v\  eeks  preceding  her 
delivery,  flie  never,  upon  an  average,  fpit  up 

Icfj 
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lefs  than  two  pounds  weekly.    On  the  15th  ef 
January,  1779,  fhe  had  fyraptoms  of  labour; 
and  being  applied  to,  I  found  the  right  hand  low 
down  in  the  vagina,  but  not  as  yet  protruding 
through  it :  the  membranes  had  broke,  the  night 
before.    Having  placed  the  woman  in  a  conveni- 
ent fituatlon,  I  paffed  my  hand  (well  lubricated) 
up  the  vagina,  returned  the  arm,  and  went  in 
fearch  of  the  feet  ;   and,  having  found  them 
without  much  difficulty,    proceeded  to  accom- 
plifh  the  delivery  as  is  ufiial  in  praeternatural 
cafes.    Confidering  the  low  and  reduced  flate  of 
the  patient,  flie  underwent  the  operation  much 
better  than  could  have  been  expelled;  and,  till 
the  fixth  day,  was  entirely  free  from  the  hamoptot^ 
The  lochia  flowed  in  a  proper  manner  ;  and  not- 
withftanding  fhe  was  low  and  weak,  her  relations 
began  to  entertain  fome  hopes  of  her  recovery. 
But,  at  the  above-mentioned  period,  thedifcharge 
from  the  lungs  returned  in  a  greater  degree  than 
•  ever;  the  lochia  entirely  ceafed  ;  a  fever,  deliri- 
um, and  diarrhoea  fupervened  ;  and  the  poor 
■woman  died  in  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day 
Vol.  II.  K  k  after 
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after  her  delivery.    The  child  at  firft  appeared 
llronger  than  might  have  been  expe£led,  but  gra- 
dually wafted  away,  and  in  the  end  died  tabid. 
: — It  is  a  very  juft  obfervation  of  Dr.  Leake's, 
that  delicate  women,  who  have  lax  fibres,  of  all 
others,  fa  Rain  the  lofs  of  blood  with  mo  ft  dan- 
ger, being  extremely  apt  to  faint,  and  are  fubjecl 
to  a  violent  head-ach  ;     fo  that  uncommon 
attention  fliould  be  paid  to  their  fafety.  In 
fuch  habits,   efpecially  after  delivery,    and  in 
cafes  of  extreme  weakncfs,  he  advifes  hartfhorn 
jellies,   with  Rhenifli  wine,    and  thofe  things 
which  give  nourifliraent  to  the  body,  and  con- 
fiftence  to  the  blood  ;  and  recommends  an  infu- 
fion  of  the  corlex  with  cinnamon,  in  French  cla- 
ret, and  the  addition  of  a  little  fine  fugar,  as  a 
grateful  and  generous  cordial,   without  heating 
the  body. 
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CASE  CLIIL 

O     the  5th  of  October,  1779,  I  was  fent 

i  for  to  E  B— — ,  of  A——,  a  few  miles  from 

;  hence,  who  for  feveral  days  and  nights  had  been 
,  in  labour,   and  was  attended  by  a  midwife. 
1  The  membranes  broke  the  day  before ;  and  by 
I  the  ftrength  of  the  labour-pains,  and  long  com- 
i  preffion  of  the  head  in  the  j&^/vn,  it  was  fqueezed 
i|  into  a  longifii  form,  with  a  large  tumour  on  the 
I  vertex.  The  head  having  been  long  in  an  advanced 
I  flate,  and  the  labour-pains  flill  very  good,  it  became 
1  neceflary  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  which  impeded 
!|;  the  birth.    I  obferved  the  face  of  the  patient  to 
i  be  very  livid,  and  fo  much  fwelled,  that  it  was 
!  I  almofl  impoflible  to  difcem  one  fingle  feature 
i  diflinflly  :  which,  upon  examining,  was  found 
:.i  to  proceed  from  a  black  riband  which  fhe  wore 

K  k  2  round 
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round  her  neck,  that  had  been  forgotten  to  be 
taken  off,  and  which  was  now  inflantly  removed. 
She  had  had  no  ftool,  nor  had  fhe  made  a  drop 
of  water,  for  the  laft  three  days  ;  upon  which  I 
ordered  a  clyfter  of  milk,  oil,  and  coarfe  fugar, 
to  be  injedled,  which  brought  away  an  immenfc 
quantity  of  indurated  faces  ;  and,  wich  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  its  introduftion,  I  drew  away,  with  the 
catheter,  near  two  quarts  of  water.    I  now  fuf- 
fered  the  labour  to  go  on  ;  and  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  thefe  opera- 
tions, to  find  the  natural  efforts  fufficient  to  ef- 
fect the  delivery  in  a  fafe  manner,  and  without 
any  injury  to  the  pen'naum.    From  the  compref- 
fion  which  the  head  had  fo  long  undergone,  the 
child  was  much  convulfed  ;  and  notwithftanding 
I  allowed  the  navcl-ftring  to  bleed  a  large  cup- 
full,  made  a  revulfion  as  foon  as  poflTible  with  a 
purgative  clyfler,  and  applied  an  emollient  poul- 
tice to  the  head,  the  poor  infant  was  carried  off 
by  convuifions  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  it  was 
born. — Lamotte,  Obf.  ccxlv.  gives  us  the  Cafe 
.of  a  woman,  who  had  been  in  labour  two  days 

and 
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and  -two  nights  :  the  waters  were  gone  off,  and 
ithe  child  had  prefented  with  the  vertex  for  twen- 
:ty-four  hours,  without  having  either  advanced 
or  retired.    He  tried  to  empty  the  bladder  with 
tthe  catheter,  or  by  p'ufhing  back  the  head,  but 
(could  do  neither  :  he  tried  then  to  give  her  a 
cclyfler,  but  in  vain  ;  and  he  was  at  length,  reluc- 
itantly,  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  the  crotchet ; 
with  which  he  delivered  her,  and  flie  did  very 
wvell  afterwards. — The  woman,    whofe  cafe  is 
above  recited,  has  had  another  child  fince,  which 
ccame  in  a  prseternatural  direction — one  foot  only 
naving  fallen  down  into  the  vagina — ^by  which 
Ihe  praftitioner  who  attended  her,  gently  pulled 
—the  breech  was  forced  down  by  the  affiflance  of 
uatural  pains — and  no  further  trouble  attended 
ue  delivery. 
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CASES    CLIV.  and  CLV. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

August  21,  1774. 

"DEAR  SIR, 

T 

"  AN  the  two  following  Cafes,  Ifliould 
"  cfleem  it  a  lingular  aft  of  kindnefs  to  be  fa- 
voured  with  your  opinion. — The  Wife  of  a 
"  Tradeiman  in  this  neighbourhood  had  been 
"  delivered  of  one  child,  by  a  midwife,  about  two 
"  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May  lafl, 
who  not  finding  he  placenta  come  away  as  ufual, . 
"  had  pafftd  her  hand  up,  and  found  the  face  of 
a  fecond  child  prcfenting  at  the  brim  of  the  pel' 
*•  t/«— »of  which  circumftance  flie  very  inconCde- 

**  lately 
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rately  told  the  Aother,  whofe  pains  were  obferved 
to  flacken  from  that  very  inflant :  her  fpirits  were* 
'*  depreffed  ;  and,  under  much  apprehenfion  of 
"  danger,  flie  defired  diat  I  might  be  confuked  ; 
"  a  requifition  whicji  the  midwife  ftrenuoufly 
'*  oppofed ;  averring,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
"  manner  of  occafion  for  more  help,  and  that  a 
*'  little  time  and  patience  would  bring  every  thing 
**  fafe  and  right.    But  though  ftie  had  prefcribed 
**  patience,  it  did  not  feera  a  rule  which  fhe  herfclf 
paid  much  regard  to  ;  for  fhe  kept  on  teazing  tire 
"  woman  vvith  fruitiefs  and  unnecelTary  examina- 
tions,   frequently  altering  her  poGtion,  and 
**  making  ufe  of  every  artifice  fhe  was  miflrefs 
of  (but  all  to  no  eflpefl)  till  four  o'clock  the 
*'  next  morning  ;  when  the  patient  being  entirely 
wearied  out,  the  attendants  frightened,  and  a 
"  flooding  coming  on,  it  was  concluded  I  fhould 
*'  b6calledin;  when  I  found  thepatientunder  much 
"  anxiety  of  mind,  hot,  reftlefs,  and  flooding  : 
*•  the  face  prefented  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  with 
,*•  the  chin  to  the  Jacrum,  the  bregma  to  the  pubes, 
•*  the  pains  entirely  gone,  the  waters  evacuated, 

K  k  4  and 
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*'  and  the  uterus  contrafled.    The  woman  told 

*•  me,  (he  had  felt  the  child  juft  before  I 
cgme,    and  much   wiflied    to    know    if  I 

*'  could  deliver  her  ?  to  which  I  replied  in  the 
afifrmative  ;  and  added,  that,  the  fooner  it  was 

*'  done,  the  more  chance  would  be  given  to  the 

"  child.  She  moft  obligingly  acceded  to  my 
opinion  ;  but  the  midwife  interfered,  protefl- 
ing  that,  if  any  force  was  to  be  ufed,  fhe 
would  leave  the  houfc,  and  not  be  acceffary  to 

"  her  death.  As  we  could  very  well  difpenfe 
with  her  company,  I  begged  fhe  would  put  her 
threats  into  execution  ;  which  flie  very  abruptly 

"  did,  and  left  me  to  proceed  as  I  thought  pro- 

"  per.  The  pofition  of  the  head  being  afcer* 
tained,  I  had  the  patient  placed  on  her  back, 

"  with  her  breech  over  the  fide  of  the  bed  ;  and 
then,  with  fome  difficulty,  applied  the  fliort 
forceps  along  the  ears,  pufhed  up  the  head, 
turned  the  chin  from  the  Jacrum  to  the  left 
ilium,  gradually  brought  it  out  from  under  the 

"  arch  of  the  pubes,  and  in  a  Vfion  time  deli- 
veved  it:  the  body  eafily  followed;  and,  in  a 

"  few 
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"  few  minutes  afterwards,  the  placentce,  united 
*•  in  one  cake,  with  two  firings,  were  excluded. 
**  The  lips,  tongue,  and  nofe  of  the  child  were 
"  much  fwelicd  and  inflamed,  from  the  injudi- 
**  cious  fingering  of  the  midwife  :  there  were  not 

the  lead  marks  of  the  forceps  to  be  perceived  ; 
*'  and  the  child,  which  was  much  larger  than  the 
"  firft,  lived  only  three  hours  :  the  woman, 
*'  though  naturally  not  of  the  moft  robuft  confli- 
*•  tution,  recovered  in  a  fliorter  time  than  ufual, 
"  — 1  think,  Sir,  that,  upon  the  firft  difcovery 
"  of  the  face,  there  could  have  been  no  impro- 
"  priety  in  turning  the  child,  and  bringing  it 
"  away  by  its  feet,  efpecially  as  it  was  not  far 
*'  advanced  in  the  pelvis  ;  and  this,  mofl.  proba- 
"  bly,  would  have  been  the  means  of  faving  its 
"  life.  The  midwife  acknowledged,  that  ftie 
f*  broke  the  membranes  of  the  fecond  child,  to 
^'  difcover  its  fituation.---The  next  Cafe  is  briefly 

as  follows:  A  young  Gentlewoman,  in  the  fe- 
•*  venth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a  fright 
"  which  (he  received  on  the  6th  of  June,  was 
*'  feized  with  uneafinefs  in  the  back  and  belly, 

*'  bearing- 
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"  bearlng-ddwn  pains,  with  irregular  intcrmif- 
"  fions,  and  flooding.    It  was  at  a  very  danger- 
"  ous  period ;  and  being  fent  for,  finding  the 
"  pulfe  in  a  ftate  to  bear  it,  I  took  away  a  few 
"  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  advifed  an  ho- 
"  rizontal  poGtion  of  the  body,  and  exhibited  an 
aflringent  mixture,  with  Jyrupus  t  meconio.  By 
"  this  means  the  flooding  feemed  much  abated, 
"  and,  for  the  prefent,  I  left  her.    Upon  vifit- 
"  ing  in  the  evening,  I  was  much  furprifed  to 
"  find  her  flruggling  with  convulfions,  foaming 
"  at  the  mouth,  and  infenfible  ;  but  the  flooding 
"  had  not  recurred  to  any  great  degree.    The  os 
"  tinc(C  was  widely  dilated  ;  and,  after  waiting 
"  fome  time,  the  patient  became  fcnfible,  and 
*'  fpoke — but  in  a  few  minutes  relapfcd  ;  and  the 
*' flooding  incrcafing  to  a  dangerous  degree,  I 
thought  no  time  fhould  be  lofl;.    Upon  exa- 
*'  rainmg,  I  lound  the  convulfions  had  afled  as 
labour-pains  ;  for  the  Jwtus,  included  in  the 
"  membranes,    now    protruded   out   from  be- 
"  yond  the  os  externum,  and,  being  fmall,  was 
"  eafily  brought  along  and  delivered — but  fur- 

"  vivcd 
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vivcd  only  a  few  hours.  The  convulfions  re- 
turned but  once  after  her  delivery.  She  con- 
tinued weak  and  low  for  fome  time  ;  but,  by 
flrcngthening  food  and  proper  medicine,  fhe  is 
now  as  well  as  mgft  women  are  in  the  begin- 
ning of  pregnancy,  which  is  her  prefent  ftate, 
beyond  a  doubt. 

*'  I  remain,  my  good  Friend,  Sec.'* 


THE  ANSWER. 

**DEAR  SIR, 

"In  regard  to  the  Cafes  which  you 
have  been  kind  enough  to  favour  me  with,  I 
think  you  have  a£led  in  them  both  with  fpirit 
and  judgment.  As  the  midwife  went  up  to 
fcarch  for  the  prefentation,  and  found  the  face, 

the 
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the  waters  not  gone,  it  would  have  been  but 
"  little  trouble  to  have  got  up  farther,  and  to 

have  feized  the  feet ;  and  if,   by  the  touch 

only,  the  child  was  found  high,  and  not  rea- 
**  dily  coming  down — the  membranes  not  broke 
"  — no  particular  circuraflance  attending  to  for- 
'*  bid  the  turning— I  can  fee  no  reafon,  why, 
"  according  to  the  general  rule,  the  feet  might 
"  not  have  been  fearched  for,  and  brought  down. 
'*  When  the  pains  are  ftrong  and  regular,  and 
*'  the  child  coming  down  as  fall  as  poffible, 

face  or  vertex  prcfcnting,  the  delivery  fliould 
*•  be  fubmitted  to  Nature. — —I  have  obfervcd, 
"  there  are  two  forts  of  fits,  which  foraetiraes 
"  attend  women  in  labour,  which  are,  nervous 
*'  and  h)Jleric ;  neither  of  which  are  fo  dan- 
*•  gerous  as  convulfive  fits — efpecially  whilfl  the 

oi  tinea  remains  in  an  undilated  flate — which 
*'  continuing  long,  and  if  the  patient  grows 
*•  fliff,  and  foams  at  the  mouth,  there  feems  no 
*'  other  remedy,  than  removing  the  immediate 
"  caufe  by  delivery,-— —-'When    fits    come  on, 

'*  and 
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and  the  head  of  the  child  flicks  in  the  pelvis, 
delivery  muft  be  expedited  by  the  forceps  ; 
or,  if  immediate  danger  urges,  it  mufl  be 
reduced  by  the  fciflars. 

•••Yours,  Sec." 


CASE 
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CASE  CLVI. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN  A   LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

November  29,  1774. 

DEAR  SIR, 

"  In  the  evening  of  the  21  ft  mftant, 
"  I  was  called  in  great  hafte  to  attend  Mrs.  C — k, 

*'  of  E —  P  ,  five  miles  from  hence.  She 

"  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  of  an  external 
"  form  and  make  apparently  not  the  beft  adapted 
«'  for  a  well-formed  pelvis,  and  in  labour  with 
"  her  .firft  child.  A  midwife,  who  had  been  in 
'*  waiting  the  two  preceding  days  and  nights, 
"  acquainted  me,  that  every  thing  was  right, 
"  but  that  the  head  had  not  advanced  at  all  ; 

"  that 
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"  that  the  waters  were  difcharged,  a  pam  or  two 
'  after  Qie  firft  came  to  her;  and  that  the  mouth 
"  of  the  womb  had  been  very  clofe  fliut  for  fome 

•  time,  but  was  now  fufficiently  open  ;  that  the 
*•  pains  had  been  very  flrong,  and  ftill  continued 
**  fo;  that  the  child  had,  at  times,  befouled  it- 

felf ;  and  that  it  fhould,  in  her  opinion,  be 
"*  turned  and  delivered — but  that  flic  fubmitted 

to  me.  The  woman's  ftrength  was  pretty 

"'  good,  and  (he  fpoke  cheerfully  ;  but  told  me, 

(he  had  not  felt  the  child  for  fome  hours.  I 
"  comforted,  her  with  the  befl:  afTuranccs  in  my 
"*  power ;  and,  upon  examination,  found  the 
'  head  of  the  child  preffing  down  into  the  pelvis 
'  in  a  conical  form  :  the  parietal  bones  were 

•  fqueezed  together,  and  felt  to  the  touch  like  a 

•  ridge ;  and,  upon  more  minute  enquiry,  I 
'  could' plainly  difcover  a  projcclion  of  the  lum~ 

•  bar  vertebra  over  the  Jacrurriy  fo  as  to  conflitute 

•  a  degree  of  didortion  beyond  a  probability  of 

•  fuccefs  in  turning  to  deliver  by  the  feet.  That 
'  the  child  was  dead,  there  was  not  the  leafl 

•  doubt,  there  was  fuch  a  foclor  arifing  from  tha 

*\u  terns, 
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"  uterus  ;  befides.  the  fcalp  and  hair  flipped  away  ! 
*•  from  my  finger.  In  this  trying  junflure,  as  ? 
'*  much  as  poflTible  I  concealed  the  agitation  and  ; 
"  folicitude  of  my  own  mind  ;  and  privately  ac*  ' 
"  quainting  the  hufband  and  relations  of  the  pa-  \ 
"  tient  with  the  dangerous  fituation  of  things,  * 
"  defired  fome  other  pra£litioner  might  be  called  l! 
'  in.  But  this  being  rejeded,  I  found  myfelf  ] 
'  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  managing 

•  the  cafe  by  myfelf.  I  waited  patiently  for  fix  ' 
'  hours,  that  the  force  of  the  pains  might  bring  ^ 
'  down  as  much  more  of  the  head  as  the  nar-  \ 
'  rowncfs  of  the  parts  would  admit;  but  after  1 
'  waiting  this  time,  and  finding  the  head  flill  % 

•  in  the  fame  pofition  and  diredion,  the  foft 

•  parts  being  completely  dilated,  and  that  the 

•  woman  had  not  made  any  water  fince  her  labour 
commenced  ;  I  introduced  the  catheter,  and 
drew  off  a  great  quantity  of  urine  ;  then  placed 
the  patient  as  in  the  application  of  the  forceps, 
and  cautioufly  introduced  the  long  fciffars  into 
the  vagina,  made  a  free  opening  in  the  cranium,  i 
and,  by  means  of  the  blunt  hook,  evacuated 

"  the 
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the  brain.    As  the  woman's  life  was  in  n»  im- 
"  mediate  danger,  and  the  pains  toleriably  ftrong, 
'  I  now  allowed  her  to  reft,  in  hopes  that  the 
bones  would  collapfo,  and  th& pelvis  prove  not 
fo  much  diftorted  as, to  prevent  the  protrufion 
of  the  head  by  the  force  of  the  natural  pains : 
but  not  finding  this  the  cafe,  after  waiting  two 
hours  longer,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  blunt  hook, 
which  1  introduced  with  two  fingers,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  an  extra£lion  :  my  utmofl 
i  attempts,  however,  proving  fruitlcfs,  the  crotchet 
1  became  my  dernier  rejfort.    Having  with  fome 
(difficulty  applied  a  blade  of  that  inflruracnt, 
sand  got  firm  hold  behind  one  ear,-  I  exerted  all 
imy  ftrength,  but  could  not  make  the  extrac- 
tion ;  upon  which,  I  applied  the  other  blade, 
brought  the  handles  together,   fecured  them, 
aand,  by  gently  moving  from  blade  to^'Slade, 
aafier  fome  time  extra£led  the  head  ;  but,  in  the 
iielivery  of  the  fhoulders,  was  obliged  to  ufe  the 
iblunt  hook,  which  I  found  attended  with  inex- 
orefTible  difficulty  and  trouble.     What  with 
Ihe  extremity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  uncommon 
VolAI.  LI  fevc. 


i 
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rlty  of  the  wcathef,  my  fatigue  and  indifpofition^ 

\ 

wefe  fo  great,  that  now,  for  the  fitft  time  fmcci 
the  above  occurrence,  I  have  only  been  ablcl 
"  to  ufe  my  hand  in  tranfmitting  you  the  abovc| 
"  particulars. — ;I  forgot  to  tell  you,  ^that  the  pliS 
"  cenla  came  away  without  difficulty.    The  dit| 
*'  charge  of  the  lochia  has  been  in  proper  quan-^ 
titles.    On  the  third  day,  her  milk  began  toj 
*'  come,  and  fhe  has  remained  entirely  free  hor^ 
"  pain,   but  is  troubled  with  fuch  an  incomij 
"  nence  of  urine,  that  fhe  feldom  retains  an^ 
longer  than  tVvo  hours.    This  complaint,  hovf^ 
"  ever,  I  hope,  will  not  prove  very  dangerou8| 
and  that  in  time  the  parts  will  recover  theifl 
former  tone.    Perhaps  it  might  arifc  from  thS 
long-continued  preffure  of  the  head  upon  thf 
Jphincler  vejicee:  if  not,  to  what  other  caul 
can  it  be  imputed?  I  am  very  defirous  of  y 
"  opinion  in  this  matter,  and  am,  with  niu 
"  elleem,  ^' 


"  Your's,  Sec." 


T 


i 
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THE  i^.NSWER. 

*'DEAR  SIR, 

•*  I-iET  me  beg  of  you,  the  firft 
'*  narrow  pelvis  you  have,  when  the  head  muftbe 
".diminifhed,    to  try  the  extradion  with  one 
crotchet  in  the  os  petrojum  ;  /.  e.  wilhin  the 
fcull,  and  guard  it  with  the  hand  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  let  me  have  your  opinion  of  the  me- 
ithod.    Be  plcafed  alfo  to  try  with  the  forceps 
before  you  attempt  the  crotchet,  as  that  fhould 
1  always  be  the  lafl  refource,  and  never  ufed,  if 
IpofiQble,   to  deftroy  the  child,  till  there  are 
eevident  figns  of  its  being  dead,  as  in  the  Cafe 
jyou  have  related.    You  was  right  in  acquaint- 
ing yourfelf  with  the  width  of  the  pelvis,  and 
.very  neceffary,  before  you  undertook  the  ope- 
ation ;  and  I  cannot  but  applaud  your  con- 
Q.  and  deliberate  behaviour  upon  this  occa- 
L  1  2  "  fion, 
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*'  fion,  which  gave  me  great  fatisfaflion. — It  is 
**N£ommon,  in  laborious  Cafes,  to  have  an  ob- 
"  flrudion  of  urine,  See.  the  firft  four  days; 
"  which  if  not  relieved  in  time  with  the  catheter, 
*'  the  Mr^/Ara  mortifies,  and  there  is  a  fjiula  foine- 
"  times  during  life. — In  the  other  Cafe,  of  re- 
"  laxation  from  the  prefTure  of  the  head,  the  rc- 
"  covery  is  fluw,  and  often  uncertain.  Regulate 
*'  the  non  naturals,  recover  your  patient  from  her 
*'  lying-in,  and  then  put  her  upon  fuch  methods 
"  as  will  corroborate  her  fyflem.  To  hear  from 
"  you  at  all  times,  will  oblige 

"  Your's,  &:c." 
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CASE  CLVII. 


M 


—  S  ,  a  married  woman,  aged  forty, 

of  an  hyflerical  habit  and  low  ftature,  was  at- 
tended by  a  midwife,  in  her  firft  labour,  on  the 
27  th  of  January,  1772.  She  had  been  with 
her  all  the  foregoing  night,  through  the  whole 
of  which  the  pains  had  been  but  fmall  and  re- 
mote, but  towards  the  morning  increafed,  and 
became  ftronger ;  and  about  ten  o'clock  the  mem- 
branes broke,  and  a  large  quantity  of  water  was 
difchargi  d  ;  and  all  on  a  fudden,  without  any 
obvious  caufc,  the  patient  was  attacked  with  a 
convulfive  fit,  from  which  (he  foon  recovered — 
but  relapfed  again,  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and 
became  totally  ftupid  ;  in  which  flate  I  found 
her,  about  one  o'clock  on  the  fame  day.    I  exa- 

L  1  3  mined, 
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mined,  and  found  the  os  tinea  pretty  well  dilated  ; 
but  eafily  perceived  there  was  a  wrong  pie(ent- 
ationof  the  fatus ;  and  that  it  wae  its  back  which 
offered,  I  was  convinced  by  the  fliarp  ridge  of 
the  fpine,  which  ran  from  fide  to  fide.  As  her 
pulfe  was  full  and  quick,  I  immediately  took 
away  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm,  and. 
prefcribed.  an  emollient  clyfler  to  be  given  with 
all  expedition;  for  it  was  impofTiblc  to  admini- 
fler  anlijpafmodia  by  the  mouth,  as  fhe  was 
not  able  to  fwallow.  The  clyfler  procured  her 
a  plentiful  pafTage  ;  but  ftill  for  fome  time 
flie  continued  in  a  comaloje  ftate,  and  the 
return  of  the  convulfions  a£led  as  the  la- 
bour pains.  Therefore,  between  the  fpafms, 
I  introduced  my  hand  well  lubiicatcd,  pufhed 
up  the  prefenting  part,  and,  pafllng  my  hand  in 
its  flatteft  fliape  over  the  cojlce,  without  much 
difficulty  brought  down  the  feet,  and  delivered 
the  child  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  prefcnta- 
tions.  Soon  after  the  delivery,  the  placenta 
came  cafily  along,    and  I  was  now  in  great 

hopes 
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ipcs  that  the  convulfions  would  abate — but 
happily  experienced  the  contrary  ;  for 
^y  became   more   defperate  than  ever,  and 

rrried  her  off"  in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour 

eer  her  delivery.  , 
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CASE  CLVIII. 


H  ,  a  woman  of  the  fanguineour  * 


temperament  and  an  irritable  fyftem,  after  fitting  ^ 
up  a  whole  night  to  dance,  and  being  far  ad-  ^ 
vanced  in  her  fir  ft  pregnancy,  was  fuddenly  taken  '^ 
with  convulfiom,  and  fell   into  labour.    I  was  '\ 
immediately  fent  for  ;    and  after  taking  away  4 
fome  blood,  and  ordering  an  emollient  clyfler,4| 
which  had  the  defired  efFc^l,    examined,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  v/\At\y  dilated,  the  membranes 
unbroke,    and  fome  part  prefenting,  which  I.  % 
could  not  then  exactly  afccrtain  ;   but  was  cer- 
tain the  prcfentation  was  not  natural.    I  gave  | 
her  an  opiate  to  allay  the  pains,  which,  upotf 
every  recurrence,    brought    on   the  convuljions,  id 
The  difeafe  increafed  rapidly  ;  and  a  flooding^™ 
coming  on,  I  judged  that  the  patient's  fafety  en- 

tirely  \ 
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tirely  confided  in  immediate  delivery  ;  and 
having  ruptured  the  membranes,  found  that  the 
child  prcfcnted  with  its  fide,  as  I  could  cafily 
difcover  the  ribs.  I  immediately  fct  about  the 
delivery  ;  and  having,  without  much  difficulty, 
brought  down  the  feet,  effe£led  the  birth. 
The  woman  had  no  more  fits  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  child,  and  did  well  in  the  ufual 
time.  She  has  fince  borne  three  children,  and, 
in  labour  of  the  lafl,  was  attacked  with  convul- 
fions.  A  Gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  profef- 
fion  was  fent  for,  and  found  it  neceflary  to  deliver 
the  head,  which  ftuck  in  the  pelvis,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps.  The  child  was  ftill-born  ;  but  the 
woman  had  no  more  fits  after  the  delivery,  and 
recovered  without  any  extraordinary  difficulty. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLIX. 

C3  N  January  the  2tl,  1780,  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  Ann  Phinnis,  a  pauper,  belonging  to  the 
parifh  of  East  Malling,  who  had  been  in  la- 
bour three  days  and  nights,  and  was  attended  by 
two  midwives.  Soon  after  the  waters  came 
away,  fhe  was  attacked  with  flrong  convulfions, 
which  had  for  many  hours  before  gone  off, 
and  returned  upon  the  rcmiffion  of  a  labour 
pain.  1  found  the  cafe  highly  dangerous 
and  defperate  ;  and  the  head  being  very 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  with  the  ears  to  the  ifchia 
and  the  face  to  the  coccyx,  and  the  patient  being 
already  on  her  fide,  I  did  not  alter  the  pofition — 
but,  without  much  difficulty,  introduced  one 
blade  of  the  forceps,  with  which  I  was  in  hopes 
to  have  fucceeded,  without  the  introdudlion  of 

the 
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he  other  :  but  finding  this  not  praflicable, 
introduced  the  fec'ond,  united  their  handles  by 

igature,  and  efFefled  the  delivery  in  a  ftiort  time. 

The  child  was  alive,  and  the  mother  had  but  one 

it  after  the  delivery — but  was  comatofeand  flupid 
r  feveral  days  before  fhe  recovered  the  free  ufe 

jf  her  fenfes,   and  then  recollecled  nothing  of 

ber  labour  or  delivery. 


C  A  S 
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CASE  CLX. 

M  R  S.  F  ,  of  a  full  habit,  and  liable  to 

inflammatory  complaints,  being  in  the  lad  month 
of  geflation,  on  the  aift  of  September,  17S1, 
was  very  fuddenly  attacked  with  convulfions,  I 
was  called  to  her,  and  found  the  convulfive  fpafin 
very  violent.  She  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  her 
whole  face  and  body  were  diRorted.  As  it  was  a 
period  of  pregnancy  replete  with  the  utmofl  dan- 
ger, I  examined  her,  biit  could  find  not  the  lead 
dilatation  of  the  os  tinea;,  nor  was  there  any  pref- 
fure  from  above  to  be  difcovercd  by  the  finger.  I 
opened  a  vein  in  the  arm,  and  took  away  near 
twenty  ounces  of  blood,  then  prefcribcd  a  laxa- 
tive clyfler,  which  had  the  defired  effe^l  ;  and  flie 
foon  after  came  out  of  the  fit,  and  recovered  her 
fcnfes.    I  ordered  her  to  be  kept  cool  and  quiet, 

and 
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and  dirc£led  the  diet  to  be  light,  and  eafy  of  di- 
geftion,  which  was  duly  obferved ;  the  next 
day  fymptoms  of  labour  came  on,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  flie  was  delivered,  wiLhout  any  extra- 
ordinary afTiftauce,  of  a  child  (which  feemed  to 
have  been  dead  but  a  few  hours)  whofe  arms, 
when  born,  were  ftretchcd  out  in  form  of  a  crofs, 
with  the  head  bent  downwards,  and  one^  entire 
anchjlofis  of  the  joints  of  the  elbows;  a  circum- 
flance  that  never  occurred  to  me  before,  and 
which,  I  prefurae,  was  owing  to  fome  particular 
compreffion  in  the  uterus ;  and  raoft  probably 
this  peculiar  conformation  of"  the  arms  might, 
from  irritation,  occaGon  the  fpafmodic  afFeflions 
which  preceded  the  delivery.  Yqx  the  follow- 
ing Cafe  we  are  obliged  to  the  ingenious  Dr. 
DtNHAM: — February  the  asd,  1766,  he  was 
called  to  Mrs,  A———,  who,  after  complaining 
flightly  of  pain  and  giddinefs  in  her  head,  was 
feized  with  flrong  convulfions,  which  returned 
every  ten  or  twelve  minutes.  In  the  inierval,  flie 
fell  into  a  profound  fleep.  She  was  a  very  little 
Woman,  much  deformed,  at  the  full  time  of  par- 
turition, 
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turition,  and  had  been  bled  twice  in  the  preceding 
month  for  a  bad  cough.  No  figns  of  labour  pre- 
ceded the  fits,  which  refembled  the  epilepfy  in  the 
violent  aftion  of  the  mufcles,  working  of  the 
lower  jaw,  and  the  foaming  at  the  mouth.  The 
firfl.  aitack  was  about  twelve  o'clock.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away,  and  foon  after 
a  large  dofe  of  laudanum  was  given.  From  the 
flatc  of  the  os  inteiiium,  he  perceived  not  the  leafl 
fign  of  approaching  labour.  The  convulfions 
were  equal  in  point  of  ftrength,  but  more  fre- 
quent in  their  returns,  At  feven  in  the  evening, 
bleeding  and  the  opiate  were  repeated.  At  ele- 
ven, the  OS  internum  was  thinner,  but  not  at  all 
opened.  At  one  o'clock,  flie  (lie wed  evident 
figns  of  being  in  pain  ;  and  the  os  internum  was 
dilated  to  the  fize  of  a  fliilling,  and  very  thin. 
At  three,  the  dilatation  was  much  increafed,  and 
the  head  of  the  fcelus  began  to  defcend  into  the 
pelvis.  At  four,  the  os  internum  was  fully  open- 
ed, and  the  head  advanced  very  faft.  There  was 
no  coUeaion  of  water.  The  external  parts  were 
much  relaxed  ;    the  co7iVulJions  returned  very 

quick, 
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quick,  and  a£led  as  pains.  At  five  o'clock,  the 
head  lay  upon  the  perinaum  ;  and  he  waited  half 
an  hour,  in  expedation  of  the  delivery  being 
finiflicd ;  when  apprehending  fhe  would  die 
every  inflant,  he  applied  the  forceps,  and  deli- 
vered her  with  the  greatefl  eafe,  and  without  her 
knowledge.  The  child  had  been  dead  about  two 
hours.  The  iongefl.  interval  between  the  fits  was 
afier  the  laft  bleeding,  when  the  os  inUrnum  began 
to  dilate.  He  gently  aflfifted  between  every  fit  j 
but  being  convinced  that  this  endeavour  brought 
on,  continued,  or  increafed  the  convulfions,  he 
defiflcd,  and  left  the  work  to  Nature.  In  the  in- 
terval between  the  fits,  there  was  neither  that 
kind  of  look  in  the  cheeks,  or  that  particular 
pulfe,  which  indicates  an  extravafation  of  blood 
in  the  brain.  She  lay  about  twenty  minutes  after 
the  delivery  in  the  fame  infenfible  ftate,  when  flie 
fell  into  a  ftrong  convulfion.  He  found  the  pla- 
centa feparated,  and  it  was  brought  away  without 
violence.  A  moderate  difchai  ge  followed.  The 
opiate  was  icpcated,  and  ten  grains  of  mulk  was 
diieded  to  be  given  every  hour,  for  fix  times. 

She 
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She  had  four  flrong  fics  within  three  hours  after 
her  delivery,  which  probably  were  occafioned  by 
theexpulfion  of  the  difcharges.  In  the  evening, 
fhe  lay  as  if  in  a  profound  fleep,  except  when 
urged  to  take  foine  nourifhment ;  immediately 
after  which,  flie  fell  into  the  fame  flate.  24th, 
flie  fliewed  fome  figns  of  being  fenfible,  but  could 
not  fpeak.  The  lochia  were  fetid,  ferous,  and  ia 
fmall  quantity.  25ih,  flie  had  lain  quiet  all 
night,  and  continued  to  doze  great  part  of  the 
day  ;  but  in  the  evening  flie  grew  reftlefs.  The 
hypugnjlric  region  was  puffed  up,  and  the  lochia 
were  in  very  fmall  quantity.  An  opiate  was 
given.  26ili,  flie  had  intervals  of  reft  and  un- 
eafmcfs  all  night,  with  catchings  of  the  mouth» 
and  flrong  twitchings  of  the  hands  and  legs. 
'I  he  abdomen  was  very  much  fwelled,  and  the 
lodtia  as  before.  She  had  never  fpoke,  but  now 
fliewed  marks  of  being  in  great  pain.  The  ab- 
domen was  well  fomented,  and  then  embrocated 
with  anodyne  balfam  :  a  draught  with  con/eel. 
Damoc.  was  given  every  four  hours  ;  cataplafms 
were  applied  to  the  feet,  and.  clyflers  injcdied. 

In 
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In  the  evening  fhe  was  more  compofed.  27th, 
he  found  her  quite  delirious,  catching  at,  and 
repeating,  any  words  fpoken  by  the  people  about 
her.  Her  eyes  were  remarkably  bright  and 
flaring  ;  her  pulfe  was  low  and  fluttering ;  fhe 
took  her  nouriniment  with  great  avidity.  The 
abdomen  was  fubfided,  and  flie  did  not  feem  in 
pain.  She  continued  in  this  manner  till  morn- 
ing, when  the  convulfions  returned,  in  one  of 

which  fhe  died.  The  following  Cafe,  which 

happened  at  a  lying-in  houfe  in  Town,  the  Doc- 
tor was  favoured  with  by  a  Gentleman  who  at- 
tended.   A  woman  of  nineteen  years  of  age, 
of  a  plethoric,  ftrong  habit,  went  to  the  full 
time  of  parturition  without  any  particular  com- 
plaint.   December  13,  1765,  flie  was  feized 
^v•ith  pain  and  giddinefs  in  her  head,  which  con- 
tinued till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
flie  fell  into  a  ftrong  convulfion,  which  lafted 
near  an  hour.    At  feven  o'clock  the  Gentleman 
faw  her  ;  arid  from  that  time  to  her  delivery  the 
convulfions  returned  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
She  ftruggled  very  much  in  them,  and  foamed  at 
Vol.  II.  M  m  the 
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die  mouth.    Each  fit  continued  about  two  mi- 
nutes.   She  fighcd  very  much,  and  feemed  fen- 
iible  during  the  interval,  but  could  not  fpeak. 
She  could  fwallow  any  thin  liquid  which  was 
given  her.     She  was  bled  largely,   and  took 
thirty  drops  of  tin^.  T/ieb.    At  eight  o'clock  the 
membranes  broke.    The  os  tinea  was  dilated  to 
the  fize  of  a  fliilling,  but  felt  very  rigid.  At 
twelve,  the  head  was  beginning  to  defcend  into 
the  pelvis.    The  opiate  was  repeated  in  a  lefs 
quantity.    At  one,  the  dilatation  was  equal  to  a 
crown-piece.    The  head  was  locked  in  the  pelvis. 
At  four,  the  dilatation  was  complete,  and  the 
head  fo  low,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  apply 
the  forceps.    She  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
and  without  her  knowledge.    The  convulfions 
returned  as  before,  till  the  placenta  came  away, 
■when  they  left  her.    She  fell  into  a  found  fleep 
foon  after,  and  in  about  twenty-four  hours  reco- 
vered her  fpcech,  and  could  recolle£l  her  falling 
into  the  firfl  fit.    She  continued  in  a  better  way 
.than  could  have  been  expe£led,  till  the  morning 
'of  the  third  day  after  delivery  j  when  flie  had  a 

very 
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very  ftrong  fever,  with  fwelling  and  tendefnefs  of 
the  hypogaflric  region,  and  died  in  the. evening 
of  the  fifth  day.— —For  the  three  following 
Cafes  we  are  obliged  to  Dr.  Watts,  of  Battle: 

— Mrs.  N  ,  aged  about  thirty,  was  taken 

in  labour  of  her  firft  child  about  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  water  coming  off  in  the  beginning  of 
labour.     The  pains  were  flow  and  weak,  till 
about  fix  at  night ;  at  which  time  they  grew  much 
flrongcr,  and  the  accefllon  of  one  of  them  threw 
her  into  a  convulfive  fit.    The  convuljions  re- 
curred with  every  pain,  and  in  the  intervals  (he 
lay  fpeechlefs  and  infcnfible.    Thefe  fits  were  fo 
violent,  that  two  or  three  perfons  were  fcarcely 
able  to  hold  her.     About  twelve  o'clock,  a 
neighbouring  Surgeon  was  fent  for  ;  who  finding 
her  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation,  difpatched  a 
melTenger  for  our  Author,  who  was  met  on  the 
road  by  her  hufband,  advifing  him  his  wife  was 
delivered,  and  likely  to  do  well ;  upon  which  he 
returned — but  the  next  day  he  was  fent  for.  He 
arrived  at  the  houfe  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
thirty-fix  hours  after  the  delivery.   She  had  made 

M  ra  2  urine, 


[   5i6  ] 

urine,  and  the  lochia  were  in  good  order  ;  but  (he 
was  infcnfibic,  and  quite  ignorant  of  every  thing 
that  had  pafied.  Her  pulfes  were  full  and  fre- 
quent, her  fkin  very  hot ;  and,  on  being  any 
way  diflurbed,  flic  raved  a  good  deal.  He  was 
informed  flie  had  at  times  been  very  reftlefs,  fo 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  kept  her  in 
bed  ;  but  at  this  time  flie  lay  ftupid  and  fenfelefs, 
if  no  way  dillurbcd.  As  the  brain  fcemed  fo  re- 
markably afFeded,  and  this,  as  he  imagined,  in 
confequence  of  the  former  conviilfions  and  violent 
labour,  he  concluded  the  chief  indication  of  cure 
confiftcd  in  relieving  that  vijcus.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  he  not  only  ordered  her  to  be  kept  extremely 
quiet,  and  the  room  (which  was  remarkably 
light)  to  be  darkened  ;  but  likewife  eight  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  ixnmediately  drawn  from  the  arm, 
and  an  emollient  laxative  enema  to  be  inje(fled  ; 
as  likewife,  if  flie  did  not  mend,  the  v.  f.  to  be 
repeated.  She  took  fome  gentle  Judorific  pow- 
ders, compofed  of  lap.  contray.  camph.  mtr, 
together  with  a  refrigerating  nitrous  emulfion, 
which  the  Surgeon  had  brought  her.  The  Doc- 
tor 
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tor  was  afterwards  informed  by  a  letter,  that  flie 
became  better  after  the  firft  v.  f,  and  that  after 
the  fecond  (which  was  performed  the  next  morn- 
ing) fhe  evidently  continued  to  mend  till  (he  re- 
covered.   The  child  was  born  dead.  E.  W. 

a  young  unmarried  woman,  aged  about  twenty- 
four,  was  found  by  her  mother  and  relations, 
when  they  returned  from  church,  on  Sunday  in 
the  morning,  in  violent  convulfions.    A  raeflen- 
ger  being  immediately  difpatched  to  a  neighbour- 
ing Surgeon,  his  apprentice  came,  and  bled  her 
very  plentifully.     Soon  after  this,  a  blifler  was 
applied  to  the  flioulder,  and  an  enema  ordered  to 
be  inje£led,  but  it  was  omitted.    About  five  in 
the  aftemoon  of  the  fame  day,  our  Author  faw 
her;  at  which  time  fhe  was  under  the  mofl  vio- 
lent univerfal  convulfions  that  ever  he  faw,  fb 
that  feveral  perfons  could  fcarcely  keep  her  in 
bed.    The  mucus  was  difcharged  in  great  quan- 
tity from  the  noftiils  ;  flie  foamed  ;  her  eyes  and  ■ 
mouth  were  terribly  diftorted  :  a  more  frightful 
obje6l  he  never  faw  in  his  life,  and  concluded 
ftie  could  live  but  a  few  hours.    As  he  had  heard 

M  m  3  that 


that  a  fufpiclon  had  prevailed  among  the  neigh- 
bours, that  fhe  was  with  child,  hq  was  refolved 
to  fatisfy  himfclf  of  the  truth  of  it,  but  in  a  way 
that  might  give  no  offence  to  the  relations.  For 
this  reafon,  he  Hid  cis  hand  down  to  the  region 
between  the  umbilicus  and  fcrobiculus  cordis,  under 
pretence  of  feeling  how  the  flomach  worked  : 
and  here  our  Author  candidly  confeffes  he 
liad  well  nigh  been  led  into  a  very  great 
miftake,  and  therefore  cautions  every  young 
Pra£litioner  of  midwifery  to  be  extremely  circum- 
fpedl  in  every  cafe  that  gives  the  leaft  room  for 
fufpe£lcd  pregnancy  (fincc  a  fmall  miftake  of  this 
fort,  in  rlie  eye  of  the  world,  is  looked  on,  tho' 
undefcrvcdly,  as  an  infallible  fign  of  ignorance) ; 
for  finding  this  part  in  no  wife  tumid,  and  not 
thinking,  juft  that  moment,  that  poffibly  the  child 
might  be  delivered,  he  had  ahiioft  concluded  the 
world  had  belied  her.  However,  on  recollec- 
tion, he  palfed  his  hand  below  the  umbilicus^  and 
was  much  furprifcd  when  he  found  the  uUrus 
contrafted  into  an  hard  round  lump.  This  me- 
thod of  feeling  for  the  conirafled  ulerus,  he  tells 

us. 
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us,  lie  had  always  pradifed  (in  cafes  wherein  the 
fpeedy  defcent  of  the  placenta  rendered  the  intro- 
ducing his  hand  into  the  uterus  unnccelfary),  in 
confequence  of  inftr66lions  he  received  from 
Dr.  Smellie  ;  and  therefore,  by  experience,  he 
knew  Ihe  had  been  very  lately  delivered  of  a 
child,  which  he  now  began  to  think  had  been 
made  off  with.    He  therefore  acquainted  the  mo- 
ther vrith  his  thoughts  :  but  flie  pofitively  denied 
fhe  had  ever  been  with  child ;  adding  withal, 
*'  Mo  more  than  yourjtlf. "     However,  he  in- 
lifted  on  fearching ;  and  accordingly,  on  exa- 
mining, found  a  dead  child  altogether  delivered, 
the  feet  only  excepted,  and  lying  compreffed  be- 
tween the  femora  ;  which  having  difengaged,  and 
fliewn  to  the  by-ftanders,  he  extra61ed  the  pla- 
centa, and  the  violence  of  the  fits  confiderably 
abated  foop  after.    Hawever,  (he  continued  in  a 
ftupid,  fenfelefs  condition  till  the  Tuefday  morn- 
ing following,  when  fhe  came  to  herfelf  fo  far  as 
to  be  able  to  fpeak  ;  and  from  this  time  fhe  con- 
tinued to  mend,  till  fhe  totally  recovered.  The 
Doftor  mentions  this  Cafe,  he  fays,  in  order  to 
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fliew,  that  bleeding  during  thcfe  kinds  of  labours 
may  be  fafcly  adminiflered  ;  and  it  is  his  opinion, 
that,  had  not  the  patient  been  bleeded  to  an  ex- 
traordmaty  quantity,  the  extreme  violence  of  the 
convuljions,    together  with  their  long  duration, 
muft  have  fo  far  deftroyed  the  fundions  of  the 
encephalon.  as  to  have  inevitably  killed  her.  ■ 
A  Gentlewoman  being  taken  in  labour  of  her 
firfl  child,  continued  lingering  for  about  forty- 
eight  hours,  when  a  meffenger  was  fent  to  our 
Author.    ^Vhcn  he  came,  he  found  the  waters 
gone  off,  the  pains  How  and  weak,  the  os  tinea 
low  down,  but  no  broader  than  a  fliilling,  and 
the  head  prefenting  right.    As  flie  had  got  little 
or  no  rc[l  the  two  preceding  nights,  he  gave  her 
an  opiate,  hoping  that,  after  Ihe  had  recruited 
her  fpirits  by  fleep,  the  pains  would  become 
flronger.    However,  flic  flept  but  little,  and  the 
pains  flill  continued  weak,  till  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fucceeding  day  ;  when 
ihey  became  more  ficquent  and  flrong,  fo  as  to 
give  hini  hopes  of  a  pretty  fpeedy  delivery.  The 
hufband,  who  was  a  Surgeon,  being  very  uneafy 
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at  her  continuing  fo  long  in  labour.'he  acquaint- 
ed him  with  the  caufes  of  it ;  adding,  that  he 
apprehended  no  danger  ;  for  if  the  pains  would 
not  do,  he  was  fure  he  could  deliver  with  the 
forceps  ;  but  that,  unluckily,  he  had  left  thera 
at  home  ;  and  would  have  fent  for  them  immedi- 
ately, but  was  flill  in  hopes  of  delivering  with 
his  hands  only.  The  pains  now  grew  ftronger, 
and  the  head  advanced  fo  far,  that  the  fwelled 
integuments  of  the  occiput  almoft  appeared  beV 
tween  the  labia  ;  at  which  place  it  remained  for 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  notwithftanding  the 
continuance  of  the  mofl  violent  pains  that  ever 
he  knew  any  woman  to  have  in  his  life.  He  had 
not  fent  for  his  forceps  before,  becaufe  he  had 
hoped  to  do  without  them  ;  and  thought,  if  the 
head  did  flick,  he  could  but  fend  for  them  at 
lafl  ;  when,  ju/l  as  he  was  thinking  to  fend  for 
them,  the  patient  became  delirious,  and  fell  into 
convulfions.  He  was  twelve  miles  from  home; 
the  patient  in  a  diforder  which  required  fpeedy, 
or  rather  immediate,  delivery  ;  his  hands  already 
fufficienlly  cramped  ;  and  no  forceps  could  be 
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procured  for  forne  hours.  He,  however,  conti- 
nued his  endeavours  for  near  half  an  hour  j  when 
he  got  up,  vvhilfl  flic  lay  quiet,  and  defired  to 
fpeak  with  her  hufband.  He  ordered  the  mid- 
wife to  fit  down,  and,  going  jufl  without  the 
door,  defired  him  to  fend  for  the  forceps  of  a 
neighbouring  Surgeon.  He  was  under  the  great- 
efl  perturbation  at  this  unlucky  accident  of  con- 
vulfions,  which  came  fo  unforefeen,  and  was  the 
Ally  probable  one  that  could  have  happened,  in 
this  cafe,  to  require  the  ufe  of  the  forceps  fooner 
than  he  could  get  them  from  home  ;  for  fhe  was 
very  ftrong  and  hearty.  Walking  to  and  fro  in 
the  room,  vexed  at  himfelf  for  his  forgetfulnefs 
when  he  came  from  home,  and  meditating,  whe- 
ther or  no,  if  the  convulfions  continued,  and  flic 
grew  very  weak  before  the  meffengcr  returned 
with  the  forceps  to  open  the  head,  flie  was  taken 
with  another  violent  convulfion.  He  ran  up  to 
the  bed,  and  the  fli  ength  of  the  fit -delivered  the 
child.  During  his  extra£ling  the /j/acew^a,  which 
adhered  very  flrongly  to  the  fundus  uteri,  fhe  lay 
altogether  flupid  and  fenfelefs ;  and  notwithfland- 
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ing  the  convulfions  did  not  continue  more  than 
j  half  an  hour,  did  not  recover  her  fenfes  in 
I  lef$  than  five  or  fix  hours  after.  There  was  one 
1  misfortune  that  had  like  to  have  happened,  which 
f  our  Author  thinks  proper  to  mention,  by  way  of 
1  caution  to  others  ;  and  that  was  :  As  the  patient 
i  complained  of  ficknefs  juft  as  (he  was  out  of 
breath  at  the  going  off  of  a  pain,  a  woman  held 
a  bottle  of  volatile  drops  to  her  nofe,  and  acci- 
,  dentally  let  them  run  into  that  and  her  mouth,  fo 
j  that  he  declares  he  never  expe£led  fhe  would 
j  have  breathed  again.  However  trifling  this  ob- 
1  fervation  may  feem,  our  Author  aflures  his  reader, 
,  that  a  certain  drunken  man-midwife,  m  that 
1  county,  had  the  misfortune  to  pour  drops  in  this 
i  manner  down  the  noflrils  and  mouth  of  a  pa- 
1  lient,  who  expired  in  the  utmoft  agony,  rubbing 
['  and  tearing  her  mouth  and  noftrils,  but  never 
[  was  able  to  breathe  any  more.  He  further 
!  obferves,  that  if  we  confider  the  fupine  pof- 
i  ture  of  women  in  labour,  we  may  be  fufficiently 
!  apprifed  how  eafily  fuch  an  accident  of  the  drops, 
I  when  applied  to  their  noftrils,  running  into  them, 
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may  happen  :  for  which  reafon,  ever  fince  the 
above  accident,  he  has  taken  care  to  let  no  vola- 
tile drops,  but  falts  only,  be  applied  to  the  nofe 
in  cafes  of  midwifery. — Dr.  Sigault,  Phyfician 
at  Paris,  has  lately  experienced  good  effects  from 
the  external  ufe  of  cold  water   in  a  cafe  where 
the  progrefs  of  labour  was  retarded  by  violent 
convulfions.    Upon  throwing  a  pail-full  of  water 
(in  which  ice  had  been  previoufly  dilTolved)  on 
the  patient,  the  fpafms  inftanily  fubfided,  and 
the  OS  uleri  foon  began  to  dilate.    By  a  few  repe- 
titions of  this  application,  the  convulfions  were 
entirely  removed,  and  the  os  uteri  in  a  flibrt  time 
was  fufFicicnily  open  to  allow  of  the  inlrodudlion 
of  the  forceps,  with  which  the  patient  was  deli- 
veied  of  a  dead  child. — Dr.  Bland,  Phyfician 
and  Man-midwife  to  the  Westminster  General 
Difpenfary,  in  the  London  Medical  Journal, 
for  November  1781,  fe£lion  2d,  has  given  us 
four    Cafes   of  convulfions  during  parturition, 
which  fell  under  his  care.    Sec  alfo  Cafes  xxxvii, 
xlvi.  and  1.  of  this  Work. 
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CASE  CLXL 

T  iE  unfortunate  fubjcfl  of  this  Article  was 
the  wife  of  John  Longley,  a  day-labouring  man 
tin  the  parifli  of  Ryarsh,  near  this  Town.  She 
bhad  been  eight  times  pregnant,  was  of  a  leuco- 
^bhlegmalic  habit,    and  weakly  conftitution,  al- 
ways fubjeft  to  painful  menftruation  ;   and  al- 
ihough  ftie  had  generally  fulFered  more  than 
ufual  in  the  firft  and  fecond  clafs  of  difeafes  con- 
eequent  upon  gedatlon,  her  labours  had  always 
uappily  terminated  in  a    favourable  manner, 
Uiough  generally  tedious  and  lingering.  Early 
qti  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March  laft,  flie 
tvas  attacked  with  pains  in  the  belly,  groins,  and 
ihighs  ;  and  a  junior  Pra£litioner,  whofe  affifl:- 
mce  had  been  befpoke,  was  fent  for  ;  who,  after 
waiting  fomc  time,  judged  the  pains  to  be  fpuri- 
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ous,  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  for  the  prefent  left 
her.    In  the  morning  of  th*following  day  he 
was  again  fent  for ;   and,  upon  examination, 
found  the  mucus  dcfcending,  the  os  internum  wide- 
ly dilated,  the  membranes  ruptured,  and  the  natts 
prefenting.    He  therefore,  very  properly,  fub- 
mitted  the  delivery  to  Nature,  till  the  child  was 
advanced  as  far  as  the  thorax  ;  when  the  feet 
were  brought  down,  and  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
du£l  the  birth  as  is  ufuai  in  footling  cafes :  but 
by  all  the  efforts  he  could  devife  or  think  of,  he 
was  not  able  to  deliver  the  head,  which  continued 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  with  the  face  to  the 
Jacrum.  Fearing  he  fliould  feparate  the  head  from 
the  body,  notvvithftanding  his  repeated  endea- 
vours to  deliver,  he  had  prudently  avoided  too 
much  pulling  force.    In  this  fituation  the  Cafe 
refled  till  four  o'clock  the  next  morning  ;  when 
the  weaknefs  of  the  patient,  and  his  apprehen- 
fions  for  her  fafcty,  induced  him  to  fend  for  me ; 
.to  whom  he  related  the  particulars  of  the  Cafe, 
with  much  precifion  and  accuracy,  and  with 
that  becoming  compofure  and  fleadinefs  which 
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would  have  done  honour  to  an  older 
Praditioncr.  We  confented  to  alter  tKe  po6- 
tion  of  the  woman  ;  and  I,  ineffe£tualiy,  in 
almoft  every  pofture  we  could  think  of,  went 
over  the  fame  grounds  as  he  had  done  before 
me,  taking  all  the  care  that  we  poffibly  could, 
not  to  fcparatc  the  head  from  the  body  ;  but  ray 
hands  and  arms  becoming  cramped  and  tired,  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  birth  was  retarded 
by  an  hydrocephalous  head — to  which  conjedure 
he  acceded  ;  and  the  danger  of  the  poor  woman 
becoming  every  minute  more  obvious,  we  agreed 
to  call  in  a  third  Surgeon,  to  whom  we  related 
the  particulars  ;  and  he  agreed  with  us  in  the 
probability  of  the  injpediraent  being  caufed  by 
the  hydrocephalus.  Several  ineffedual  trials  again 
took  place  ;  when,  upon  confuitation,  diminifh- 
ing  the  head  was  thought  of :  but  as  it  was  fitu- 
ated  too  high  to  proceed  with  propriety,  we 
agreed  to  place  the  woman  in  an  half-fitting  and 
half-lying  poflure,  and  introduce  one  blade  of 
the  forceps,  with  the  right  hand,  as  high  up  as 
poflible,  to  prefs  upon  the  contents  of  the  peri- 
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cranium,  wliilfl  the  left  was  applied  in  fixing  the 
blunt  hook  on  the  oppofite  fide  ;  and  in  this 
manner,  after  much  mufcular  exertion,  the  head 
was  brought  down  and  delivered  with  its  contents 
whole  and  unruptured.  From  the  excoriation  of 
the  cuticle,  and  general  livid  appearance,  we 
judged  the  child  to  have  been  dead  fome  time. 
The  poor  woman  was  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the 
length  and  difficulty  of  her  labour,  that  although 
no  flooding  or  convulfions  enfucd,  (he  was  feized 
with  deliquia,  and  died  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
after  the  birth  of  the  child. — The  hydrocephalus, 
though  a  difeafe  well  known,  is  happily  not  very 
common.  Of  1923  children,  only  hoo  had  a 
dropfy  of  the  head ;  as  appears  by  the  Record  of 
the  Midwifery  Department  of  the  Westminster 
Difpenfary,  given  by  Dr.  Bland,  Vol.  iii,  No.  2, 
of  the  Medical  Journal. — A  Plate  reprefent- 
ing  the  Child  is  hereunto  annexed.  Its  defcrip- 
tion  is  as  follows  :  Fig.  i.  fhews  a  lateral  and 
front  view  of  the  hydrocephalous  Child,  as  de- 
fer ibcd  below,  with  its  dimenfions.  Fig.  2. 
fhews  the  front  view  of  its  face  and  head.  Fig.  3. 
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icws  the  curvature  of  thc'fpinc,  with  a  large 
rious  ulcer  as  it  appeared  when  born. 


The  head  refembled  a  large  bladder  filled  wiih 
ater;  or  rather,  a  large  oval,  not  unlike  a 
dy's  calafh  (with  parallels  falling  backwards 
id  forwards,  fomewhat  like  the  whale-bonc 
Dops  which  fupport  that  kind  of  head-drefs), 
id  terminating  at  the  chin  in  an  acute  angle, 
s  latitude  in  front  was  ten  inches  and  three 
-larters  :  the  length  of  the  face,  from  chin  to 
rcheadj  three  inches  and  one-eighth.  Laterally, 
Dm  temple  to  temple,  it  meafurcd  three  inches 
id  three-eighths  ;  from  chin  to  vertex,  eleven 
ches  and  five-eighths  :  from  the  oi  fronlis  to  the 

pe  of  the  neck,  twenty  inches  and  a  half, 
he  total  circumference  of  the  head  was  twenty- 
ur  inches  and  one-eighth,  and  confequently 
c  futures  were  expanded  in  a  proportionate  de- 
ec.  The  protuberance  of  the  eyes  was  lo 
eat  (occafioncd  by  the  propulfion  of  the  waters 
iicaiaed  in  the  cranium),  that  they  appeared 
ady  to  burfl  from  their  fockets.    The  mouth 
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was  open,  and  widely  diflended :  the  Jcrotum 
livid,  and  enlarged  ;  and  the  fpine  diRorted,  as  in 
the  Print,  with  a  large  deep  carious  ulcer  pene« 
trating  into  the  vertebra  dorfi.  The  cuticle  peeled 
cfF  to  the  touch,  and  the  child  appeared  to  have 
been  dead  feme  days.  In  all  the  other  parts  of 
its"  body,  the  faim  had  its  natural  proporlions. 


THE  END   OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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